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The Inside Front

Bringing faith into the desert: Hermitage celebrates 25 years
By Jimmy Patterson

Editor / The Angelus

CHRISTOVAL — In the beginning, there
was one. 

Father Fabian Rosette, a Miami native
turned Odessa priest in the 1980s, Fr. Fabian
was called to the monastic life and, follow-
ing that call, he went into the desert, and
though those early years were long and lean,
he and his brother hermits have built, grown
and maintained the Mount Carmel
Hermitage, southwest of Christoval,.

It hasn’t always been easy, in fact for
many years it was quite difficult.

But thanks to God, and the support of a
revolving number of Christians — both
Catholic and Protestant — brothers, sisters,
fathers, bishops, friends and supporters of
the hermitage celebrated the 25th anniver-
sary of its dedication, Saturday, July 2, 2016.

Fr. Fabian has cultivated holy land here.
Work and prayer are the order of the day —
everyday. The silence and spirituality of the
hermitage are tangible. 

“It didn’t take long for me to realize there
was something authentic, something holy
here,” said Very Rev. Joseph Chalmers, O.
Carm., the former Prior General of the
Carmelite Order who first received the her-

mits in 1991. Fr. Chalmers said that after vis-
iting the rolling hills in southwest Tom Green
County, and meeting Fr. Fabian, “I didn’t
hesitate from that moment to push the idea
that Fr. Fabian be accepted completely as a
postulant.”

Most Rev. Fernando Millán Romeral, O.
Carm., the current Prior General of the order,
concelebrated the Mass after the long trip
from Rome.

“When people here met Fr. Fabian for the
first time, there were many Protestants,”
Bishop Romeral said. “Many helped with
donations of food and money. I come from a 

(Please See HERMITAGE/10)

Ten Commandments often seem more like Ten Suggestions today

Parishioners from Saint Lawrence

Church, in Saint Lawrence, process in

during opening ceremonies at World

Youth Day USA-San Angelo, July 30, 2016

at the McNease Convention Center. At

right, presenter Dr. Robert O’Connor,

PhD, of St. Mary’s University in San

Antonio, speaks on “Morality vs. Society.”

(Photos by Jimmy Patterson)

By Jimmy Patterson
Editor
West Texas Angelus

SAN ANGELO — A moral society
is best exemplified by what is not a
moral society: ISIS. 

A well-ordered society calls for all
of its members to follow the com-
mandments, particularly those that
cover how we are to treat each other,
according to Dr. Robert O’Connor,
associate professor of theology at St.
Mary’s University in San Antonio,
and one of four presenters at World
Youth Day USA-San Angelo, July 30,
2016 at the McNease Convention
Center.]

In the Commandments, God asks us
to not use his name in vain, and to
“spend a little time with me every
week,” Dr. O’Connor said.

“All of the other (Commandments)
honor God because of how we deal
with our neighbors,” he said. “And
that’s the key to morality: how we
treat out neighbors. The best example
of the absence of a well-ordered soci-
ety is ISIS. When an entity such as
ISIS becomes the controlling agent of
a community, it doesn’t work.”

Born and raised on the south side of
Chicago, O’Connor is also the
Director of the St. John’s Bible
Project at St. Mary’s.

In speaking on the title of his break-
out session, O’Connor said “Morality
vs. Society” is really a false dichotomy.   

“Morality, it seems to me,”
O’Connor said, “should be the prereq-

uisite for society.” 
In our-often disordered society

today, O’Connor said, unfortunately,
the Ten Commandments resemble
more the Ten Suggestions.

Other presenters during WYDUSA-
San Angelo included Dr. James
Sulliman, PhD, of the Pastoral Care
and Counseling Center in Abilene,
who spoke on “Finding the Divine in
Relationships”; Bonnie La Mella
Abadie, MTS, of the Oblate School of
Theology in San Antonio, whose
topic was “Jesus Take the Wheel:
Prioritizing Life”, and Dolores
Martinez, PhD., Music Director at St.
Mark the Evangelist parish in San
Antonio, whose presentation was
titled, “I Am Catholic.” 

Additional Coverage

4Scenes from World Youth Day-

USA San Angelo, Pgs. 12-13.

4Bishop Michael J. Sis on Young

Adult Ministries, and how you can

help spread the message in your

parish, Pg. 12.

Father Martin

Hubbs



By Bishop Michael J. Sis

Los últimos meses han traído acon-
tecimientos trágicos que han ampliado
la brecha racial en los Estados Unidos.
Un aire de sospecha y desconfianza
acompaña a una
pérdida de confian-
za en el sistema de
la ley y la justicia.
Los manifestantes
han tenido protestas
contra el uso de
fuerza excesiva por
parte de algunos
agentes de policía. 

El movimiento
“Black Lives Matter”
ha organizado protestas contra la dis-
criminación racial, la muerte de per-
sonas de color en manos de la policía, y
la desigualdad racial en el sistema de
justicia criminal.   

La nación ha retrocedido en el
asesinato de agentes de policía por
hombres armados. Debemos repudiar
los actos de violencia contra cualquier
persona, en particular los agentes de
policía, quienes arriesgan sus vidas
todos los días para proteger la seguri-
dad de los ciudadanos. Los hombres y
mujeres en azul merecen nuestro
respeto y agradecimiento. El Presidente
Barack Obama dijo: “Un ataque contra
nuestra policía es un ataque contra
todos nosotros. No hay necesidad de un
lenguaje inflamatorio. Tenemos que
bajar nuestras voces y abrir nuestros
corazones el uno al otro.” 

Al mismo tiempo, también hay que
prestar atención a las preocupaciones
urgentes de las personas
Afroamericanas. Hasta el punto de que
existe alguna parcialidad o prejuicio
racial que afectan las decisiones o el
desempeño de su trabajo de cualquiera

de nuestros servidores públicos,
nosotros como sociedad debemos actu-
ar para erradicarlo. 

Este momento crítico en la historia de
nuestra nación nos llama a que todos
nosotros hagamos un examen de con-
ciencia de nuestras propias actitudes
personales acerca de la raza. En lugar
de tomar partido en una discusión entre
“black lives matter” y “blue lives mat-
ter,” sería mucho más constructivo el
reflexionar en oración sobre nuestra
propia acción o inacción que perpetúa
la división o la desconfianza.  

Por ejemplo, podríamos pregun-
tarnos, “¿Cuándo fue la última vez que
compartí una comida, una conver-
sación, o una oración con alguien cuya 
raza es diferente de la mía?” “¿Dónde
está el racismo en mi corazón?”
“¿Acaso incluye mi uso de humor 

(Mira OBISPO/20)
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From The Bishop’s Desk

By Most Rev. Michael J. Sis
Bishop of San Angelo

Recent months have brought tragic
events that have widened the racial
divide in the United
States.  An air of
suspicion and mis-
trust accompanies a
loss of confidence
in the system of law
enforcement and
justice.  Protesters
have complained
about the use of
excessive force by
some police officers.

The Black Lives Matter movement
has organized protests against racial
profiling, the deaths of black people at
the hands of law enforcement officers,
and racial inequality in the criminal jus-
tice system.  

The nation has recoiled at the assassi-
nation of police officers by gunmen.
We must repudiate acts of violence
against anyone, particularly police offi-
cers, who put their lives on the line
every day to protect the safety of citi-
zens.  The men and women in blue
deserve our respect and gratitude.

President Barack Obama said, “An
attack on our police is an attack on all
of us.  There is no need for inflammato-
ry language.  We need to lower our
voices and open our hearts to each
other.”

At the same time, we must also pay
attention to the urgent concerns of the
African-American people.  To the
extent that there is any bias or racial
prejudice affecting the decisions or the
job performance of any of our public
servants, we as a society should act to
root it out.  

This critical juncture in the history of
our nation calls upon all of us to do
some soul-searching of our own per-
sonal attitudes about race.  Rather than
taking sides in an argument between
“black lives matter” and “blue lives
matter,” it would be much more con-
structive for us to reflect prayerfully on
our own action or inaction that perpetu-
ates division or mistrust.

For example, we might ask ourselves,
“When was the last time that I shared a
meal, a conversation, or a prayer with
someone whose race is different from
my own?”  “Where is the racism in my
heart?”  “Does my use of humor
include jokes that are racially insensi-

tive?”  “How do I respond when I hear
someone make an unfair racial com-
ment?”  “Is there any way that I have
been complicit, either consciously or
not, in a dynamic of racial isolation or
mistrust?”

This a time when we need to take the
initiative to build authentic relation-
ships with members of other races.  We
can open doors of friendship across
racial lines through simple gestures and
invitations.

For example, in many communities
across the nation, there have been
recent meetings between law enforce-
ment officers and local residents to dis-
cuss concerns and get better acquainted
with each other.  In these face-to-face
encounters, the participants recognize
the challenges and face them with
mutual respect and a commitment to
the common good.

In this stressful time, dialogue and
honest conversation contribute
immensely to the building of bridges
among the various elements of our
society.  Rather than adding fuel to the
fire of conflict, we ought to act in a
way that builds empathy.  We should 

(Please See BISHOP/21)

Bishop Sis

Obispo Sis

CALENDARS
BISHOP MICHAEL SIS’ 

AUGUST
9 — SAN ANGELO,

Christ the King Retreat
Center, Hermanamiento
Assembly

10 — SAN ANGELO,
Sacred Heart Cathedral,
Mass for Hermanamiento
Renewal at 6:00 p.m.

11 — ABILENE, Holy
Family, Mass at 11 a.m.

12-14 — SAN ANGE-
LO, Christ the King
Retreat Center,
Seminarian Convocation

14 — SAN ANGELO,
St. Margaret, Rite of
Installation of Pastor,
Very Rev. Santiago
Udayar, at 9:00 a.m.

14 — ABILENE, Wylie
Softball Field, Kickin’ It
With the Holies Kickball
Game at 4:00 p.m.

16 — SAN ANGELO,
Diocesan Pastoral
Center, Presbyteral
Council Meeting at 11 am

18 — SAN ANGELO,
Diocesan Pastoral
Center, Liturgical
Commission Meeting at
10:00 a.m.

20 — EDEN, St.
Charles, Mass for 40th
Anniversary of
Permanent Deacons at
11:00 a.m.

20 — ABILENE, St.
Vincent Pallotti, Rite of
Installation of Pastor,
Rev. Rodney White, at
5:30 p.m.

21 — SAN ANGELO,
Sacred Heart Cathedral,
Mass at 10:00 a.m.

23-25 — SAN ANGE-
LO, Christ the King
Retreat Center,
International Priests
Workshop

26 — ODESSA, Holy
Redeemer, Mass for 40th
Anniversary of
Permanent Deacons at
6:00 p.m.

27 — EDEN, Mass at
the Eden Detention
Center at 1:00 p.m. 

28 — SONORA, St.
Ann, Rite of Installation of
Pastor, Rev. Terry
Brenon, at 10:30 a.m.

SEPTEMBER
1 — SAN ANGELO,

Diocesan Pastoral
Center, Priestly Life and
Formation Committee
Meeting at 1:30 p.m.

2-4 — CIUDAD
JUAREZ, MEXICO, Tex-
Mex Border Bishops
Meeting

7 — McCAMEY,

Sacred Heart,
Confirmation Mass at
7:00 p.m.

8 — ODESSA, St.
Mary’s Catholic School,
Mass at 10:00 a.m.

10 — SAN ANGELO,
Diocesan Pastoral
Center, Cursillo
Secretariat Meeting at
9:00 a.m.

11-12 — WASHING-
TON, D.C., USCCB
Doctrine Committee
Meeting

13 — SAN ANGELO,
Diocesan Pastoral
Center, Presbyteral
Council Meeting at 11:00
a.m.

14 — ODESSA, Holy
Redeemer, Confirmation
Mass at 7:00 p.m.

17 — SAN ANGELO,
Angelo Catholic School,
Diocesan Schools
Commission Meeting at
9:00 a.m.

17 — CHRISTOVAL,
Our Lady of Grace
Carmelite Monastery,
Mass of Profession of
First Vows by Sr. Mary
Joseph Solis at 2:00 p.m.

20 — SAN ANGELO,
Diocesan Pastoral
Center, Vocation Team
Meeting at 2:00 p.m.

21 — MIDLAND,
Guadalupe Catholic
Radio event at 4:30 p.m.

21 — MIDLAND, Holy
Cross Catholic High
School Board Meeting at
6:30 p.m.

24 — SWEETWATER,
Holy Spirit, Confirmation
Mass at 5:00 p.m.

25-29 — CHICAGO, IL,
Catholic Extension
Society Mission Bishops’
Conference

30 — ABILENE, Holy
Family, Diaconal
Conference Day

CHRIST THE KING
RETREATCENTER

AUGUST
8-12 Honduras

Committee Meeting
12-14 Deacon

Formation
15 Heart of Mercy
18-21 Men’s Walk to

Emmaus
22 Heart of Mercy
23-25 International

Priests Workshop
29 Heart of Mercy
30-1 Episcopal

Women’s Retreat

(Priest Ordinations,
Necrology, Pg. 20)

El racismo se burla de las palabras de
Jesús, niega la dignidad

Racism mocks the words of Jesus, denies dignity



By Tom Collier
Deacon Candidate
St. Ann’s-Midland

As I knelt before the bishop this past June, I could not help but
think about all the steps on the journey that brought me there.  Along
with the rest of the deacon candidates, I was being installed as a
reader, a step on the path to ordination as a dea-
con.  The past year of deacon formation has been
a lot of hard work that has come with many bless-
ings.

Working in ministry is just that – work.  Just
like any other job, “getting it right” involves tak-
ing the time and effort to learn how to do it well.
Over the past year formation has become more
intense as we devote additional time to working
with our assigned deacon mentors to gain hands-
on experience.  Deacons are called upon to preside
or assist at baptisms, weddings, funerals, and even
quinceñeras.  They assist at Mass and are often
called upon to pray at gatherings.  We work with
our mentors to help us learn to put our spiritual and theological for-
mation to practical use.  There are many details to master – some
profound, some simple – but it is necessary for us to master all of
them in order to serve well.

Another challenge is learning to integrate the demands of ministry
with the demands of everyday life.  There are decisions to be made,
and some involve sacrifice.  My wife Pat and I have found ourselves
saying “no” to friends and family much more often as we honor our
commitment to formation and ministry.  This is actually one of the
ways in which we live out our commitment to God and each other.
As the demands on our time increase, Pat and I have become more
dependent upon one another and on God.  We spend more time pray-
ing together and discerning our priorities for family, ministry, and
work.  Somehow, even with all the extra stress in our lives, we have
grown closer together.

I am truly grateful for the opportunity to follow Jesus’ call.
Deacon formation has provided the opportunity to deepen my rela-
tionship with Christ and to serve others.  It has also placed me in
many grace-filled moments that I might not otherwise have experi-
enced.  As formation has continued, we have all become more seri-
ous about our spiritual development through prayer and prayerful
reading of Sacred Scripture.  It is a close relationship with Jesus that
gives both direction and meaning to everything that we do.  Through
assigned field ministries I have been blessed to be able to help others
in ways that I would never have thought possible.  Praying with the
family of a very sick or dying loved one can be painful, but with it
comes the peace of having helped with the comfort that only Christ
can provide.  On another occasion, a client at our local Saint Vincent 
de Paul food pantry told me what a difference the help she receives
from that ministry made in her family’s life.  I am constantly sur-
prised and amazed that the Holy Spirit’s guidance and assistance
seems to show up just when it is most needed.  I am very thankful 

(Please See COLLIER/22)
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DIOCESAN BRIEFS

SEMINARIAN OF THE MONTH

Beginning Experience Weekend Sept. 9-11
SAN ANGELO — The next Beginning Experience

retreat weekend will be September 9–11 at Christ the
King Retreat Center in San Angelo. The retreat is open
to men and women of all faiths and ages who have suf-
fered the loss of a spouse. The retreat begins on Friday
evening at 8 p.m. and concludes on Sunday afternoon at
4 p.m. All you need to bring is comfortable clothing, per-
sonal items, and the willingness to heal. The cost for the
weekend is $115 which includes your food and lodging.
Assistance may be available for those in need. For addi-
tional information about the weekend you may visit our
website: www.beginningexperience.org or call Christ the
King Retreat Center at 325-651-5352. 

Beginning Experience is a weekend retreat designed to
help you find your way and learn to live again after a mar-
riage ends. One widow said, “As a widow of seven years,
I was skeptical about going to Beginning Experience. I felt
no one would understand my pain. The weekend literally
saved my life. I found the peace I so longed for.”

The International Beginning Experience vision is that
hurting people will become healed, transformed, and free
again to love themselves, others and God. If you have
suffered the loss of a spouse, you should allow yourself
to spend one weekend of your life for yourself.

San Angelo Women’s Conference Oct. 21-22
SAN ANGELO — The Heart of JMJ Foundation is

happy to announce that the 1st Catholic Women’s
Conference is coming to the Diocese of San Angelo. We
invite you to come and learn about the love our Lord has
for us all.

The conference will be held on October 21-22 at the
Clarion Hotel, 441 Rio Concho Drive. The cost of the con-
ference is $50 and includes a boxed lunch for Saturday.
T-shirts are available at the time of registration. Visit
heartjmj.org to register. Limited seating so register today.         

We have an exciting roster of speakers, Dr. Margarett
Schlientz, Sally Robb, Amy Perez and Dr. Carole Brown.
These speakers will be talking about the spiritual battles
that women face in their marriages and relationships today,
the role of women as described in St. John Paul’s Feminine
Genius letter and how women are to be armed with the
spiritual tools to live in this world as Christ taught us.   

The conference starts with registration opening on
Friday, October 21 at 3:30 pm. Confessions will start at 4
p.m. and continue until 8 p.m. Friday will end with
Benediction and Adoration. We start again on Saturday at
7:15 a.m. with registration and the vendors will open.
Confessions start at 8 a.m. and Bishop Sis will say Mass
at 10 a.m.

By Reggie Odima
Seminarian

Hello, my name is Reginald (Reggie) Odima. I
have been in the seminary for about 6 1/2 years
now, and I just completed a Pastoral year at Our
Lady of Guadalupe in Midland. I spent the whole
year working as an intern at
the parish, assisting the
priests and deacons in vari-
ous ways, helping in differ-
ent ministries such as
Confirmation formation,
youth group, college min-
istry and young adult min-
istry. It was an incredible
year for me because it chal-
lenged me to see the
strengths and weaknesses I
have, an opportunity to reflect on my vocation in
a pastoral setting and an opportunity to get to
know the parishioners of the diocese. It was also
exciting because it was the first time in my life,
for as far back as I could remember, that I was not
in a classroom taking classes for a whole year. But
now my pastoral year at Our Lady of Guadalupe
is complete, and the question that often comes up
is, now what? 

This summer I am taking classes and working
at a hospital taking a program called Clinical
Pastoral Education (CPE). The easiest way to be

able to explain this program is that I am a chap-
lain-in-training. It is a vital program because it
flows almost directly from what Pope Francis
says regarding the church. He says that we are on
a battlefield and that the church is a field hospital,
so what a better way to experience this than being
in a hospital, working in an intensive program?
The hospital I am in is called Sacred Heart, Peace
Health Hospital in Springfield, Ore. I started June
1 and will remain there until August 13. 

After the CPE experience, I will head directly
back to seminary to complete my third and fourth
years of Theology. God willing, I will be
ordained as a deacon in the summer following the
third year and ordained a priest the summer fol-
lowing my fourth year. After which point I will
return as to the diocese and work full time at a
parish near you! Again, nothing is set in stone,
but please pray that God’s will is done regarding
my path of serving him. 

As always, thank you so much for all of your
support and prayers throughout all these years.
My mother and family were able to visit Our
Lady of Guadalupe in Midland, and they were
overwhelmed by how welcoming and loved the
parishioners in this diocese are. Thank you and
do know that the whole diocese is always in my
prayers. Blessings to you all and if our paths ever
cross, please be sure to say hello because you are
all a blessing to me.

Diocesan seminarian spends summer

in Oregon chaplain-in-training program

Another step in the
rewarding journey

to deacon formation

Collier

Odima
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PARISH FESTIVAL SCHEDULE
August 12-14

ST. MARGARET OF CORTONA - BIG LAKE
St. Margaret of Cortona in Big Lake, Texas will be hosting its

16th-annual Family Festival on August 12-14 at the Reagan
County Park. Tickets for the raffle are being sold at $20 with
many chances to win tax free gift cards. Prizes are all gift cards,
with one prize of $10,000, one $5,000 two $1,000, four $500,
and ten $100. You have 18 chances to win!!! There will be many
food booths and St. Margaret will be selling their famous tacos
tapatillos, menudo, hamburgers, corn on the cob and brisket
burritos. There will be bounce houses, and water slide are free,
a silent auction, Bingo on Friday at 6:00 p.m. in the community
building and Loteria on Sunday at the pavilion at the park 2:00
p.m. in the afternoon both. We will also have a Men’s Softball
Tournament. 1st, 2nd and 3 rd place trophies will be awarded.
Home run derby competition for the youth. There will be a free
dance at the park with DJ Big Ed doing the music along with the
Los Temibles Band. The 2nd Annual Little Miss Beauty Pageant
will be held on Saturday. There will be a $25 entry fee. 13th
Annual Paul Romero Washer Pitching Contest and for the first
time this year a Car Show. For more information you may call
the office at 325-884- 3221.

August 21
ST. THOMAS-MILES

Mark your calendar now that Sunday, August 21 can be your
day off from cooking lunch. A Drive-Thru Chicken Spaghetti
Lunch, with all the trimmings, will be available at St Thomas
Parish Hall in Miles from 11AM-1PM. The Hall is located at 404
W. 7th in Miles. The ladies of the St Theresa Altar Society will
be serving up a great take-home lunch for only $10/plate.
Homemade dessert will be part of the plate. Proceeds will go
toward the Building Fund for the new Parish Hall that will be
replacing the current, nearly 100 year-old Hall. The new Hall will
be completed in the very near future. Your support of this proj-
ect is greatly appreciated.

August 27
ST. JOSEPH-LORAINE

St. Joseph's Church in Loraine  will have its Fall Festival on
August 27 from 10 am-11 pm. All are welcomed.

September 3-4
ST. MARY-SAN ANGELO

Brisket Cook Off Sept. 3, 2016 St. Mary's Jamaica. 

September 10
ST. PETER’S CHURCH -- MERTZON

St. Peter’s will host its annual fall festival September 10 at the
Mertzon community center, in Mertzon. 

BRISKET LUNCH: We will have brisket lunch from 11:00 A.M-
2:00 P.M.

GAMES: washer pitching, cake walk, live auction, ring toss,
dart throw, country store, bounce house, bowling. 

RAFFLE: 3 CHANCES TO WIN.
DANCE AT 8:00 P.M. With DJ ROB, from San Angelo.

Menudo during the dance; drink set-up
FUN FOR YOUR ENTIRE FAMILY!!

September 11
ST. MARY-STAR OF THE SEA

BALLINGER
New Menu this year!

Brisket, coleslaw, beans, trimmings and desserts
Served 11:00 AM – 1:30 PM

Dine in meal tickets: $10.00 Adults $5.00 Children
Drive-thru meal tickets: $10.00

Handmade Quilt Raffle
Silent Auction
B Fancy Stand

Children's Games
Buy a chance to win a Gourmet Gas Grill (valued at $1,200),

a 40” LCD TV, or a $250 ... a Walmart Gift Certificate ... 
For tickets and information contact: 

St. Mary Star of the Sea, 608 6th St., Ballinger, (325) 365-2687
A portion of the proceeds go to help us support our Community

Food Pantry.

September 18
OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE-ELDORADO

Our Lady of Guadalupe's Fall Festival will take place on Sunday,
September 18, 2016 from 11:00am to 4:00pm. Please join us for
family fun and great food. We will have games for children, bingo,
country store, auction, corn on the cob, gorditas, hamburgers,
sweets, drinks, other food items and DJ music. There will be a raf-
fle for: (1) a Twin Mountain Cabin stay in Ruidoso, NM-2 nights
w/up to 8 adults, a $750.00 value, (2) 48" Sharp HD LED-Smart
TV, (3) a $300 Visa Gift Card. Need not be present to win.

September 18
ST. THERESE-CARLSBAD

Annual Fall Festival
Celebrated at the Knights of Columbus Hall

3636 N. Bryant, San Angelo
St. Therese Catholic Church of Carlsbad will hold its annual

festival on Sunday, September 18, at the Knights of Columbus
Hall, 3636 N. Bryant, in San Angelo.  A meal featuring barbe-
cued pulled pork, homemade German sausage, homemade
potato salad, pinto beans, coleslaw, dessert, and tea/coffee will
be served from 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  Plates for adults, chil-
dren and Drive-Thru To-Go plates will be available.  Adult and
To-Go plates are $10; Children plates for age 10 and under:
$6. Cooked/Uncooked sausage may be purchased in the after-
noon.  An auction featuring donations from various merchants
and parishioners will begin at 1:15 p.m.  A Country Store, Silent
Auction, Bingo and other games will be available throughout the
afternoon.  For more information, call St. Therese at 1-325-465-
8062. The public is invited to attend.

September 22-25
ST. ANN’S-MIDLAND

St. Ann's of Midland will host the 68th annual Family Fair on
the church grounds (1906 W. Texas) on Saturday, September
24th from 10am till 12am. Carnival hours are 6pm-10pm on
Thursday, September 22nd;  6pm-10 pm on Friday, September
23rd;  10am - midnight Saturday, September 24th;  1pm - 6pm
on Sunday, September 25. The raffle's 1st Prize - 2015 Jeep
Wrangler Sahara 4x4 (MSRP $31,000) ... 2nd prize - $1,500
Visa gift card  ... 3rd Prize - Gold iPad Mini 4 ... 4th Prize- 65-
quart customized Yeti cooler ... 5th Prize – 6-piece customized
set of Yeti tumblers. Tickets are $3 each or 11 tickets for $30.
There will be non-smoking bingo, arts and crafts, dunking
booth, a country store, and the famous odds and ends booth.
Some of the great food available includes burgers, tacos,
nachos, quesadillas, turkey legs, funnel cakes and more. There
is something for everyone to enjoy including children's games!!!
For more information, please call 432-682-6303. The Family
Fair benefits St. Ann's Catholic School.

September 25
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION MISSION

KNICKERBOCKER
Come join us for our ANNUAL FESTIVAL and a day of fun in

the country. We’ll be serving a mesquite-cooked brisket and
sausage plate with all the trimmings from 11 am – 2 pm. Adult
plates are $10 and children under 12, $8.

A  LIVE AUCTION begins at 1 pm, with music by the Old Hat
Band after that. We’ll also have a raffle, games , and a Country
Store with great bargains.

September 25
ST. THERESA — JUNCTION

The St. Theresa Church in Junction is holding its festival on
Sunday, September 25, from noon to 4:00 PM.  There will be food,
games, raffle, bake sale, silent auction, dancers, and much more.    

September 30-October 1
ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI-ABILENE

The St Francis Annual Grand Jamaica will be held September
30-Oct 1 on the church festival grounds, 826 Cottonwood St.
This year we have a new pavilion for a bigger and greater
event.  Festivities begin Friday, September 30 at 5:00 PM with
the blessing of the animals. Saturday activities begin at 11 a.m.
and conclude at 11 p.m. Come listen to live music and family
fun.  There will be lots of food to enjoy, including brisket sand-

wiches, funnel cakes, hamburgers, tamales, tortas, turkey legs,
corn on the cob and more! We will have games for everyone:
Loteria, cake walks, children’s bingo, air castles and much
more. Raffle tickets are on sale now for our raffle drawing that will
take place on Saturday evening.  The grand prize is a 2015 Ford
F150 Pickup. Tickets are $100 each. ONLY 500 TICKETS WILL
BE SOLD. For more info, contact the parish at (325) 672-6695.

October 2
ST. PATRICK—BRADY

St. Patrick's will have its Fall Festival, Sunday, Oct. 2, 2016.
Raffle Tickets are available for a 2016 Chevy 1500 Silverado
Crew Cab to be raffled that day. Only 500 tickets will be sold. 

October 2
ST. LAWRENCE CATHOLIC CHURCH-ST. LAWRENCE

60th Annual St. Lawrence Fall Festival, Sunday, Oct. 2, on the
grounds of St Lawrence Catholic Church, south of Garden City.

October 2
HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC CHURCH JAMAICA

SWEETWATER
Come enjoy lots of family fun from noon-7:00 p.m. There will be

live entertainment, games for the kids and bingo. Enchilada plates
and menudo will be sold inside the parish hall. Hamburgers,
turkey legs, sausage on a stick, beef/chicken fajita burritos, and
lots of other goodies will be sold outside.  Raffle chances are $5
each. Prizes include a gift card of your choice-10 winners: 2 at
$500, 2 at $400, 2 at $300, 2 at $200, and 2 at $100.

October 9
ST. BONIFACE-OLFEN

St. Boniface Church in Olfen will have its Fall Festival on
October 9 and will serve a meal of homemade German
sausage, turkey and dressing.  Other activities will include a live
auction, games, candy drop, and country store.

October 16
ST. AMBROSE-WALL

11 am - 2 pm Turkey, dressing and sausage meal served.
Adult meal tickets $10, child $5, plates to go $10. Youth games
10:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Bingo, 12-4 p.m.; live auction begins at 1:15
p.m. Shuttle bus available from school parking lot to the church
will run from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 

October 16
SACRED HEART CHURCH-COLEMAN

Father Lawrence Cyr Parish Hall, 201 San Saba
11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Authentic Mexican Meal served from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Concession Stand  Hamburgers and drinks, all afternoon.
Games. Horse-shoe & Washer Tournaments. Cow Pattie Bingo!
Cake walk, Bingo, Country Store, & Silent Auction, and Much
More! Buy Raffle tickets for WONDERFUL Prizes! Come join us
in the fun! Everyone is welcome! For information contact the
Parish Office at (325) 625-5773.

October 23
ST. ANN CHURCH--SONORA

2016 Fall Festival
11:00 AM – 6:00 PM

Parish Grounds
Food booths, games, entertainment, silent auction, etc.

October 29
ST. STEPHEN'S-MIDLAND

The women's organization is organizing the Parish Fall
Festival on October 29 from 6-9 PM in the Parish Hall. For
questions, please contact Elaine Nguyen at 432-230-5062 or
Gladys at the Parish office 432-520-7394.

November 13
ST. JOSEPH-ROWENA

Mass at 9:00AM, Lunch begins serving at 11 AM (turkey,
Rowena sausage, dressing, sides and homemade desserts),
Live Auction beginning at 1:00PM, games, inflatable fun for kids
and bingo!
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Diocese to offer basic, advanced formation in Abilene, Midland
The Angelus

Basic Formation: A new two-year cycle of Diocesan Basic
Formation will begin at St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Abilene. All
interested persons are welcome and encouraged to attend these adult
faith formation sessions. This is an opportunity for persons who par-
ticipate in any church ministry, but especially for anyone who serves
as a catechist. A commitment to the two-year cycle is required.
There are monthly sessions that begin at 8:45 a.m., and conclude at
4:00 p.m. Each session includes prayer, input on specific content
reflection time, small and large group discussion and journaling.
Input and materials are in English. Small group discussion can be in
Spanish if needed. Information regarding this cycle has been sent to
parishes. A recommendation to attend is required from your
pastor/pastoral leader. Each session is $15.00. Payment is coordinat-
ed through your pastor/pastoral coordinator. For more information
call the Office of Evangelization and Catechesis at 325-651-7500.

Advanced Formation: Advanced Formation Sessions are sched-
uled to begin at San Miguel Arcangel Parish in Midland. These are
adult faith opportunities. The content, site and dates of the Advanced
Formation Sessions are listed below. For more information, call the
Office of Evangelization and Catechesis at 325-651-7500.

Hermanamiento partnership reaches 15 years

By Msgr. Larry Droll
Pastor, St. Ann’s-Midland

SAN ANGELO — Representatives of the Texas
Dioceses of Tyler and San Angelo and the Honduran
Dioceses of San Pedro Sula and La Ceiba will meet in
San Angelo August 8-12 to celebrate the fifteenth anniver-
sary of the partnership and make plans for the future.  The
partnership is called the Hermanamiento.

The highlight of the event will be Holy Mass, offered at
Sacred Heart Cathedral in San Angelo on Wednesday,
August 10 at 6:00pm.  Bishop Michael Sis will preside,
joined by Tyler Bishop Joseph Strickland and Honduran
Bishops Angel Garachana and Michael Lenihan.  They
will sign a “covenant” (agreement) to re-launch and re-
commit to the relationship.

The public is invited to attend.  A reception and celebra-
tion follows in the gymnasium.

Over 135 people from the Diocese of San Angelo have
made mission trips to Honduras and many others have
been involved locally to host Honduran groups visiting
here.  The visits are important; they introduce us to one
another, we pray and work together, we develop lasting
friendships.

The Hermanamiento developed out of a response by all
the dioceses of Texas to Hurricane Mitch, a storm which
devastated Honduras in October, 1998.  Fourteen Texas
dioceses paired up with seven Honduran dioceses for hur-
ricane relief in 1999.

That same year, Saint Pope John Paul II published “The
Church in America,” calling on dioceses to establish rela-
tionships with others in North, Central and South

America.  He believed this would help us to encounter
Christ in one another and build up the strength of the uni-
versal Catholic Church.  The bishops of Texas enlisted the
help of Catholic Relief Services to help dioceses in Texas
and Honduras to establish these relationships, based on
the pairings that already existed from hurricane relief.

The dioceses of San Angelo and Tyler entered into a
covenant agreement with the Diocese of San Pedro Sula.
The covenant was signed on a memorable day, September
11, 2001, at Sacred Heart Cathedral in San Angelo.
Recently the Diocese of San Pedro Sula was divided and
La Ceiba became the See City of a section of the
Caribbean coast and the Bay Islands (including Roatan).
So the Diocese of La Ceiba is now included in the
Hermanamiento as well.

Each diocese has a diocesan team to promote the
Hermanamiento.  Msgr. Larry Droll (Midland) heads up
the San Angelo team that includes Sr. Malachy Griffin,
Clementine Urista, Mary Hernandez, Tony Gonzales (all
of San Angelo), Leonor Spencer (Midland), Diana
Madero (Odessa) and Fr. Francis Njoku (Brownwood).

The four diocesan teams meet annually to promote the
work of the Hermanamiento, rotating the place of the
meetings.  They also have the opportunity to visit the var-
ious ministries of the individual dioceses, ranging from
parishes to educational institutions to charities to homes
for the elderly and infirm.

Parishes in the San Angelo diocese have partnerships
with parishes in the San Pedro Sula diocese.  The most
active currently are St. Ann’s (Midland) with Santisima
Trinidad (Chamelecon) and St. Joseph/St. Anthony
(Odessa) with Exaltacion de la Santa Cruz (Baracoa).
Annual reciprocal visits characterize the relationships,
with prayer for one another and the sharing of resources.

There have also been at times partnerships of Catholic
Schools (San Angelo Diocese and San Pedro Sula
Diocese) and university campus ministries (ASU
Newman Center and the Catholic University in San Pedro
Sula).  Fr. David Herrera spent nine months as a mission-
ary in the Cofradia parish and Fr. Francis Njoku studied
Spanish in San Pedro Sula for several months.  Some
individuals in the San Angelo Diocese help to support a
non-profit school called Caminando por la Paz, which
assists youth at risk in Chamelecon to complete high
school education.  That school was begun by Fr. Tom
Goekler, MM. Msgr. Larry Droll coordinates the dona-
tions that come from Texas and elsewhere.

Looking toward the future, the Hermanamiento dioce-
san teams hope to re-launch the program, inviting more
parishes and schools to join in.  They hope to renew
efforts at prayer and relationships with one another.  They
hope to study together the challenging documents of Pope
Francis and work in solidarity to apply these to the
Church and society.

4 bishops to concelebrate Mass, sign document to continue partnership, Aug. 10 at Cathedral

San Angelo Bishop Michael J. Sis, left, Tyler Bishop Joseph

Strickland, and Honduran Bishops, Most Rev. Angel

Garachana and Most Rev. Michael Lenihan.
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By Mary Lou Gibson

“She was a selfish, avaricious woman whose main preoccupa-
tion in life was making money.”

This is how John Delaney describes Jeanne Delanoue in the
Dictionary of Saints. In time, two things happened to Jeanne that

eventually changed the course of her life. She
met an elderly, unkempt woman named
Françoise Souchet who came to Jeanne's reli-
gious goods shop looking for lodging. Jeanne's
shop was near the shrine of Notre Dame des
Ardilliers in Saumur, France. Paul Burns writes
in Butler's Lives of the Saints that Madame
Souchet claimed to be in communication with
Jesus and told Jeanne that God had sent her
there.

Jeanne allowed Madame Souchet to stay in
the back of her house and listened to the woman's many pious
exhortations. During this time, Jeanne had a vision that she later
said showed her the truth of human life and labors.

Jeanne had grown up working long hours with her parents in
their shop. She was the youngest of 12 children, and because her
family was large and poor and always struggling, Jeanne became
miserly. Bernard Bangley writes in Butler's Lives of the Saints
that when she inherited the shop after her mother died, she poured
all her energy into the shop keeping it open seven days a week
and renting unfit rooms to pilgrims. She kept no food in the
house, Bangley writes, so she could turn away beggars.

Madame Souchet's religious announcements deeply disturbed
Jeanne so much that she changed her patterns of behavior. She
stopped opening the shop on Sundays and after contacting the
local hospital chaplain, she began to fast three times a week.
Next, she began to give things away – the first was one of her
dresses. Phyllis McGinley writes in Saint-Watching that before
long, Jeanne was taking clothes from her closet to hand out to
people after dark and even opening her purse. 

She then began to care for six poor children who were living in
a stable. She closed her shop in 1698 to the astonishment of her
neighbors and began to visit other poor people, including the sick
and the abandoned. Soon, poor people began to seek her and her
home became a haven for the elderly, orphans and destitute and
became known as Providence House.

Sarah Gallick reports in The Big Book of Women Saints that
other women joined her in this work and in 1704, they found a
community “to contemplate the face of Christ in the face of the
poor.” The first group was clothed on July 26, 1704, the feast of
St. Anne, and they became The Sisters of Saint Anne of
Providence. They brought solace to homeless women, unmarried
mothers and prostitutes. Tessa Paul writes in the Complete
Illustrated Encyclopedia of Saints that Jeanne was greatly 

(Please See SAINTS/23)

Speaking of Saints

St. Jeanne of the
Cross spurns avarice,
greed for religious life

Gibson

Bishop Michael J. Sis speaking at the hermitage dedication anniversary. (Photo by Jimmy Patterson)

‘Responding to God in silent solitude’
Editor’s Note: The following is the text of the hom-
ily delivered by Bishop Michael J. Sis on the occa-
sion of the 25th anniversary of the dedication of
Mount Carmel Hermitage, July 2, at the hermitage
chapel near Christoval. 

By Most Reverend Michael J. Sis
Bishop of San Angelo

To guide our reflection in this anniversary
Mass, I would like to reflect upon three beauti-
ful jewels: this historic occasion, this holy
place, and this contemplative vocation

The first jewel is this historic occasion:
By being here today, you and I are sharing in

a historic moment, celebrating the 25th anniver-
sary of the founding of Mount Carmel
Hermitage.

It is appropriate to look back over these past
25 years and marvel at what God has done for
you and through you. It’s an occasion to cele-
brate, not to do penance. 

Although I have only been around for 10 per-
cent of your history, I understand the tremen-
dous blessing that this hermitage brings to this
part of Texas. 

Together with Our Lady of Grace Carmelite
Monastery, you are the spiritual lungs of the
Diocese of San Angelo, offering prayers every
day for our needs and the needs of the whole

world. We feel that spiritual support, and we are
very grateful for it.

Whenever anyone calls to mind Mount
Carmel Hermitage in Christoval, they generally
think of Fr. Fabian. As you all know, he is an
amazing man of vision. Without his zeal, his
energy, his commitment, his high expectations,
and his faith in God, this monastery would not
be here. Today is a day when Fr. Fabian can
give thanks to God for so many blessings.

Nevertheless, the future of this community
has to be about more than just Fr. Fabian. Each
one of the other monks in this hermitage is
called to live out your vocation each day in
such a way that you lay the foundation for a
holy and healthy future.

The second Jewel is this holy place:
When King Solomon built the Temple in

Jerusalem, he stood before the altar of the Lord
and asked, “Can it indeed be that God dwells on
earth?  If the heavens and the highest heavens
cannot contain you, how much less this temple
which I have built!”  He built the Temple as a 
place where God is honored, yet he also recog-
nized that the building cannot contain God.

(Please See SOLITUDE/21)

The 25th Anniversary of  
The Dedication of  Mount Carmel Hermitage

4Related story, Pg. 2
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Editor’s Note: On July 28, 2016, San Angelo

Bishop Michael J. Sis was the keynote

speaker at the annual prayer breakfast

sponsored by the Archdiocese of

Galveston-Houston. Entitled, “Jesus Christ

the Leader,” what follows is the principal

content of his presentation.

By Most Rev. Michael J. Sis
Bishop of San Angelo

The topic of this presentation is leader-
ship.  Now, I do not claim to be an excep-
tional leader, but I am trying to become a
better one.

What is leadership?  Leadership is mak-
ing a difference, getting things done, and
influencing the direction of a situation.
Leadership happens at many levels.  It
could be international, national, or corpo-
rate.  It could mean guiding your own
family, or teaching another individual.
Leadership can also include managing
your own personal life.

Many of you exercise leadership every
day.  We don’t have to have a particular
position or a special title in order to exer-
cise leadership.

For example:
• When somebody dies, and everyone is
a little confused, and you step forward
and help the others start to pick up the
pieces, that’s leadership.
• Or there’s a problem in your neighbor-
hood, and you decide to call your neigh-
bors together to take action and deal with
it.  That’s leadership.
• Or on the job, there’s some project that’s
been stagnating, and you take the initia-
tive to offer to work on it.  That’s leader-
ship, too.

Leadership is sometimes done well, and
sometimes done poorly.

Just because someone leads, that
doesn’t necessarily mean they lead well.
They might, in fact, mislead. Or they
might lead people in the right direction,
but use means that are harmful or abu-
sive. The end doesn’t justify the means.

Much has been written about leadership
through the centuries from a variety of
different world views, from Sun Tzu in
ancient China, to Marcus Aurelius in the
Roman Empire, to Niccolò Macchiavelli
in the Republic of Florence, to Dale
Carnegie in our country.

But the center of our lives is Our Lord
Jesus Christ.  And if we Catholic
Christians are going to exercise leader-
ship, then we should lead in a Christian
way.

We understand that Jesus Christ is God,
and of course we are not gods; but even

so, he wants us to imitate him.
At the Last Supper, Jesus told his disci-

ples, “You call me teacher and Lord, and
you are right, for so I am… I have given
you an example, that you also should do
as I have done to you.” (John 13:13-15)

The First Letter of John, chapter 2: 5-6,
says:  “The way we can be sure we are in
union with him is for the one who claims
to abide in him to conduct himself just as
he did.”

Since our situations sometimes call on
us to lead, the goal of this presentation is
to reflect on the way Jesus Christ exer-
cised leadership, in order to model our
own exercise of leadership more closely
after his.

I will briefly reflect on twelve charac-
teristics of his leadership style.

1. Jesus was a servant leader.
He said in Mark 10:42-45, “You know

that those who are supposed to rule over
the Gentiles lord it over them, and their
great men exercise authority over them.
But it shall not be so among you; but
whoever would be great among you must
be your servant, and whoever would be
first among you must be slave of all.  For
the Son of Man came not to be served but
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom
for many.”

So, at its core, Christian leadership
should be “servant leadership,” not for the
sake of our own glory or selfish ambition,
but in service that is willing to accept

self-sacrifice for the good of others.
Jesus doesn’t lead just for the sake of

getting his own way.  He leads out of
agape love. And so, it is agape love which
should be at the center of our servant
leadership.

In this kind of leadership, we lead with
a commitment to the best interest of the
other, without expecting reward, or recog-
nition, or emotional gratification in return.

2. Jesus was aware of his own gifts.
There’s a certain vice called pusillanim-

ity.  This is a “smallness of soul” or gut-
lessness; it’s a “faintheartedness” that
shrinks back in the face of difficulty.  And
the main effect of this vice of pusillanimi-
ty is inaction; we neglect to do what
needs to be done.

Pusillanimity is the attitude that says,
“Oh, I have nothing to give.  I have noth-
ing to offer this situation.” It is a way of
avoiding making a mistake of being
rejected.

Jesus was not pusillanimous.  He knew
he had something to give, and he was not
afraid to acknowledge it and put it into
action.

For example, in John 9:5, he says, “As
long as I am in the world, I am the light
of the world.”  In John 16:15, he says,
“All that the Father has is mine.”

As a good leader, acknowledge your
gifts, develop them, and put them to good
use.  Remember I Peter 4:10, “As each
has received a gift, employ it for one

another, as good stewards of God’s varied
grace.”

3. Jesus used power responsibly.
A lot of times, people use the word

“power” with a negative connotation, as if
somehow power were bad.  I have often
heard this in the preaching in our churches.

But power is not something evil in
itself.  Power is actually a quality of God.
The original source of power is God.
Jesus possesses the fullness of all power,
because he is God.

God gives us human beings some limit-
ed amount of power, and in the end he
will hold us accountable for what we do
with it.  If we use our power wrongly, that
can be sinful.  And if we fail to use the
power that God has given us, when its use
is called for, that’s irresponsible, and it
can be a sin of omission.

Jesus was not powerless, and neither
are you. The moral question is how you
choose to use your power.

Jesus uses power appropriately. He does
not exercise his power in a way that is
selfish, exploitative, domineering, or vio-
lent.  Instead, he uses his power to heal,
to teach, to save, and to build people up
in self-sacrificing love.

And so, as a good leader, you recognize
your own power, and you use that power
in a responsible and ethical way, to bring
about good.

4. Jesus stayed focused on his mis-
sion and his goals.

So many of us get sidetracked by daily
distractions that prevent us from keeping 
the main thing the main thing.

No one who has ever lived has impact-
ed the human race as much as Jesus
Christ.  And he ministered publicly for
only three years.  How did he accomplish
so much in such a short time? Part of the
reason was his focus.

And you see a good example of that in
his dialogue with the Canaanite woman
in Matthew 15.  He made it clear that his
mission was to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel, to call Jews back to God.

Later, he would send out disciples in
his name to other cultures and nations,
and eventually to all the ends of the
earth.  He had his mission, and he gives
us our mission.

A good leader knows his mission and
goals, and stays focused on them.  He or
she helps the group to stay focused on
the mission and to avoid what’s called
“mission creep.”

(Please See LEADERSHIP/18)

12 ways Jesus demonstrates how to exercise leadership

Bishop Michael J. Sis, second from left, with Cardinal Daniel DiNardo, right; Brock Akers,
chair of the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston Prayer Breakfast, and Mrs. Raye G.
White, event underwriter. (Photo by Jonah Dycus/Galveston-Houston Archdiocese).
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Dr. Greg Popcak

By Dr. Greg Popcak

Life is filled with people who frustrate,
irritate, and otherwise infuriate us.
Whether it comes to managing conflict in
our own households or
getting caught up in
political battles and the
culture wars, there seems
to be no end to the ways
other people can inflame
us.

Blessed are the
Peacemakers

And yet, in the face of
all this discord, we’re
reminded of Jesus’ words,
“Blessed are the peacemakers’” (Matt
5:9).  Pope Francis recently asserted that

practicing this Beatitude is the “identity
card of a Christian.” To be a person who
refuses to add fuel to the metaphorical
fires burning in our hearts or our world is
a hallmark of the call to follow Christ.

Even so, it can be hard to know where
to start.  I like to remind my clients that
the key to authentic peacemaking is prac-
ticing the ancient art of charitable inter-
pretation.

The Art of Charitable Interpretation
Practicing the art of charitable interpre-

tation is not the same as making excuses
for other’s bad behavior and it involves
much more than simply “assuming the
best” about another person.

Practicing charitable interpretation
means working hard to assume that the
weird ideas, bizarre behaviors, and frus-

trating characteristics of others somehow
make sense—at least to them—and its our
job to figure out how. This way, we can
work with them instead of simply attack-
ing and fighting against them.
Cultivating this habit begins by asking
ourselves, in the face of an offense,
“What kind of life experiences would I
have to have had, or pressure would I
have to be under, for it to make sense to
me to act the same way?”

Living in Reaction
When I first propose this to my clients,

suggesting that their spouse or children
might not be as crazy as they might seem
to be at first blush, the most common
response I hear is, “But, I would never do
what they did! There’s just no excuse!”
As understandable as these comments are,

they are a clear sign that the person I’m
talking with is stuck in an emotional reac-
tion to the other person and not yet in a
place where they are calm enough to
work with the other person to find solu-
tions, and ultimately, make peace.

Turn On Your Whole Brain
Calming down is the first step to prac-

ticing charitable interpretation. Our emo-
tional brain is not good at finding solu-
tions.  It is only good at either attacking
the people who cause us problems or run-
ning away from those problems. This
fight-or-flight reaction gives us a way to
get distance from a perceived threat, but
it often stops us from finding answers.
You can’t get a handle on something —

(Please See POPCAK/22)

The key to authentic peacemaking: extinguish the fire in your heart

Popcak

Happy 60th!

The 60th anniversary cele-

bration at St. Joseph's

Catholic Church for the

Catholic Daughters of

Court Santa Angela No.

1736 in San Angelo.

Pictured, back row, left to

right, Martha Tafoya, Terry

Casey, Ilda Rodarte,

Susan Roehirig, Mary

Lovell, Rae Flannery, &

Yvonne Piwonka; Second

row from back, Linda

Kujawski, Pilar McKeel,

Virginia Klepac, Clea Fite,

Julia Ramos, Pollie Lux,

and Angela Camelbeek-

Thompson. Second row

from front, Margie Schillo,

Elsie Barta, Dottie Frerich

(Charter Member), and

front row, Bernice Canada,

Linda Barajas, Delores

Pattay, Linda Binns,

Margaret Courville,

Dolores Ramirez, Anna

Garcia, Charlotte Drone, T.

Gerngross (District

Deputy). Center,  Fr.

Emilio Sosa (Chaplain)
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By Jimmy Patterson / Editor
The Angelus

The text notification buzzed and the light on my cell
phone illuminated. It was 10 p.m., and
half asleep.

Shooting in Dallas, the message read.
It was normally the kind of headline I

would receive from a breaking news
service. But this one was from our son in
Lubbock.

I texted him back. At that hour, it was
not clear yet how many, if anyone, had
been seriously injured, or worse.

“Looks like no deaths, fortunately. Not
sure what is more frightening these days,
fighting terrorism or fighting each other.”

The next morning, we would all wake to the news that
the shooting in Dallas was far worse than it had seemed
the night before.

The news was followed by a succession of texts and
phone calls from our children. They were all unnerved at
best; frightened for their future and the future of their fam-
ilies at worst.

Our kids are 30, 27 and 22. Even at those ages, the ques-
tions come, along with the seeking of comfort and under-
standing, and the search for solutions and wisdom. 

Their questions are just as difficult today as they were 20
years ago. But the answers they hope to hear today are often
impossible.

Parenting doesn’t end when the kids are all grown up,
out the door, and on their own. Advice from moms and
dads has gone from how to fix a broken friendship to how
to fix a broken world. Sorting through all the madness has
replaced repairing a busted wheel on a tricycle. 

The world was easier when we tried to explain why peo-
ple can be unfriendly and how you should respond. Today,
we have to explain why the whole world seems unfriendly,
and angry, and insane, and animal. No more explaining
why light bulbs burn out or why you bat last on a baseball
team. Today we have to try to explain Orlando and Dallas
and Baton Rouge. Paris and Nice and Ferguson. Baltimore
and San Bernardino and a church in France. And wherever
is next and why it will not stop before it  happens again
and again.

What do you say to your son when he calls for advice
and you have nothing? 

Violence silences the wise, and makes simple God-fear-
ing mothers and fathers voiceless. How do you tell your
grown daughter how to live her life without fear when we
now all live in a world where just going to Wal-Mart for a
gallon of milk can be considered an act of defiant patriot-
ism? Do you say I’ll say a prayer for you before you go. 

(Please See PATTERSON/21)

From the Editor

The questions have
become harder, the 
answers impossible

Patterson

Fr. Fabian Maria Rosette, prior of the Our Lady of Mount Carmel Hermitage, center, with San Angelo Bishop Michael J. Sis,

right, and Fr. Ryan Rojo, left. In his prepared remarks at the 25th anniversary of the hermitage, Fr. Fabian spoke of how

when the hermitage was getting started, Fr. Rojo’s grandmother, Eufemia Rojo, was one of its first supporters. (Photo by

Jimmy Patterson / West Texas Angelus.)

HERMITAGE
(From 2)

90 percent Catholic country (Spain),
so to me, that was impressive. That’s
a very nice sign. We are all
Christians and we are all people of a
deep faith. These are the most
important things we are united in.”

The hermitage was founded on
July 1, 1991. Fr. Fabian followed
Jesus’ call to give up everything and
follow him in a life of silence, soli-
tude and prayer. Fr. Fabian lived
alone in a small cottage for several
years and constructed a small
chapel. He prayed regularly, main-
taining a small herd of goats and a
vegetable garden.

In 1994, two brothers joined him
in order to pursue the same life in a
community. Br. John David, an
Odessa native, and one of the two
founding brothers, still lives the
monastic life today at the hermitage.

Fr. Martin Mary Hubbs, a long-
time brother who left medical school
in California for the monastic life,
entered the priesthood in May 2012.
Today, he is a vital part of the her-

mitage.
“I shake and tremble when I try to

get my hands around the blessings,
but also the burden,” he said during
the celebration. “When Fr. Fabian
started this 25 years ago, things were
not so rosy. But the Lord does what
he wants to do and he inspires who
he wants to inspire, as with St.
Benedict and St. John the Baptist. 

“When Bishop (Michael) Pfeifer
gave permission for this hermitage in
1991, it was a blessing. But for a
vocation director who had been in
the diocese for 10 years that might
have seemed a little strange. Fr.
Fabian is a person who came into the
desert — literally.”

In those early days, Fr. Hubbs
said, there were just three supporters
— Fr. Fabian’s mother, Rosita
Bernal, a Baptist minister who was
the first person who brought Fr.
Fabian his first cooked meal, and
Lou Brown, a devout Catholic and
area landowner. 

“No matter what you say about Fr.
Fabian, he lived here for three years
by himself with blind faith,” Fr.

Hubbs said. “He didn’t know where
his next meal or the next donation
would come from. By the grace of
God, we continue to stand before
him today trembling. I ask the Lord
to give us the same courage he gave
Fr. Fabian 25 years ago.”

The Most Rev. Michael J. Sis,
sixth bishop of the Diocese of San
Angelo, said the Mount Carmel
Hermitage represents an “opportuni-
ty to recommit ourselves to God’s
calling.” (Read Bishop Sis’ homily
from the 25th anniversary Mass on
Pg. 7).

Fr. Fabian was a priest in the dio-
cese beginning in 1976. When he
began looking to establish the her-
mitage, he said, “the Methodists
welcomed me in and in gave me a
glass of tea. I love the Methodists,”
he said. “I didn’t have any money
then, but I knew I would find it. St.
Teresa of Avila said once you have
the blessing of the bishop, you can
get on with the rest of your life.

“If you give your life to God, he
will take care of you every day. And
we are filled with joy.”



The Angelus AUGUST 2016                                                                       Page 11

Rev. W.E. and Sandie Knickerbocker

The Catholic family 
in the life of the nation

By Fr. Knick and 
Sandie Knickerbocker

The British Catholic journalist
and author G.K. Chesterton visited
the United States in 1921 and again
in 1935.  He
wrote about his
impressions of
America and
called America
a nation with
the soul of a
Church.  Was
Chesterton
right?  Is
America a
nation with the
soul of a
Church?  Did the founding fathers
of our country have a vision of the
relationship of the Church to the
political state that could be
described in that way?  And, if they
did, what does that mean for
Catholics in the United Stares
today?  

A way to begin to understand
what Chesterton meant is to look at
the way our founding fathers under-
stood human nature.  They were the
recipients of a view of human
nature that was present in western
culture for centuries.  Each person
was seen as possessing reason, heart
(soul), and appetite.  With reason a
person could discern truth and false-
hood.  With the heart or soul, which
was the seat of the conscience, a
person could discern right and
wrong, good and evil.  The appetite
was the seat of the emotions that
provide us with drive and energy.
As the Anglican scholar C.S. Lewis
writes in The Abolition of Man, "It
may be said that it is by this middle
element [heart, soul] that man is
man: for by his intellect [reason] he
is mere spirit and by his appetite
mere animal." (p. 34)  According to
Lewis, this view of human nature
was prevalent for centuries in west-
ern culture and did not begin to dis-
appear until at least the Nineteenth
Century.  

For the founding fathers, this
understanding of human nature is
the basis for understanding the

Natural Law of Human Nature, to
which the Declaration of
Independence refers when it speaks
of the "Laws of Nature" and
"Nature's God."  In this Natural
Law, our Creator endows each per-
son, as the Declaration proclaims,
"with certain unalienable Rights,
that among these are Life, Liberty,
and the pursuit of Happiness."  It
was understood that one would pur-
sue happiness by living those
virtues that are the virtues common
to all human nature: prudence, tem-
perance, justice, and courage.
These are called the Cardinal
Virtues.  The word "cardinal" comes
from a Latin word meaning "the
hinge of a door."  In other words,
these virtues, as C.S. Lewis says,
are "pivotal." (Mere Christianity,
III.2.)  It is the heart or soul, the
seat of conscience, in which knowl-
edge of these virtues is present.  

Because this Natural Law of
Human Nature, with its gifts from
the Creator of reason and con-
science, is present in all people, the
First Amendment to the
Constitution of the United States,
says that no one religion will be
established as the one religion of
the political state.  Moreover, the
free exercise of religion in the com-
mon life we share as Americans is
guaranteed, because all people have
in themselves these truths of the
Natural Law with its attendant
Natural Rights guaranteed to each
person.  The one thing we cannot
do is deny the truth of this Natural
Law with its reason and conscience
given to us by the Creator.

With regard to Christianity, the
founding fathers saw the Christian
Church, in its various communal
expressions, as the best teacher of
this Natural Law.  It was the Church
that teaches the necessity of the
exercise of the cardinal virtues in
each person's life.  It was the
Church that was the best guarantor
that the heart or soul of a person
would not only learn the Cardinal
Virtues but also that these virtues
would become habitual in the lives 

(Please See 
KNICKERBOCKER/22

Members of the St. John the Baptist Church choir in Zachary, La., sing while Zachary police officers

look on at a prayer service July 17 at the church in Baton Rouge, La. Pastors from several churches of

all denominations spoke during the service. Many of those in attendance stayed afterward to pray the

rosary. (CNS photo/Richard Meek, The Catholic Commentator)

Baton Rouge Catholic community works

to restore unity after police shootings
BATON ROUGE, La. (CNS) — As tragic

events have unfolded in the Baton Rouge area,
the Catholic community has been at the fore-
front of helping to spread the message of peace.

From holding prayer services to opening
churches to hosting community meetings,
Catholic leaders have been involved in every
step to reconcile community members in the
wake of the police shooting of Alton Sterling in
the early morning of July 5 and the shooting of
three law enforcement officials July 17.

"I thought coming together in the presence of
God and showing our love and support was the
right thing to do," said Father Jeff Bayhi, pastor
of St. John the Baptist Church in Zachary, where
a prayer service July 17 attracted community
members from all races and religious beliefs.

"I love it," Father Bayhi added of the cultural
diversity of the standing-room-only crowd. "It
tells you that there is not much separation as the
media would like for you to think. Secondly, it
tells you the majority of the people aren't look-
ing to separate each other. We're looking to
bring others together."

A prayer service also was held at St. Gerard
Majella Church in Baton Rouge July 17.

In the days following the death of Sterling, St.
Aloysius Church in Baton Rouge held an emo-
tional prayer service that also drew a large
crowd. At times, Father Randy Cuevas, pastor,
succumbed to the tears he had been fighting as

he read a message from Father Josh Johnson,
parochial vicar, who is the only African-
American priest in the Baton Rouge Diocese.

Also, shortly after the shooting, St. Paul's
Church in Baton Rouge hosted a "Together
Baton Rouge" meeting, which drew several hun-
dred people.

Divine Word Father Richard Andrus, the pas-
tor, who is a leading advocate of civil rights and
justice in the community, said the meeting
crossed "every racial, geographical and religious
line."

"People came together, first of all to express
their hurt, fear, anger frustration," he told The
Catholic Commentator, newspaper of the Baton
Rouge Diocese. "It was a very emotional gather-
ing with tears and hugs of support. It's a sign
that gives me hope."

He said there was a commitment among those
present to find a way together to move forward
and heal so that Baton Rouge emerges "greater
than it has ever been."

"Hope swells (because) of a deeply imbedded
faith passed down in the black community gen-
eration to generation in the most difficult of
times: post slavery, Jim Crow, fight for civil
rights, fight for voting rights. It's that faith, that
immersion of self-determination that has
allowed us not to give up but to press on even in
the most painful, difficult time," said Father
Andrus.
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‘Bring Christ to your
young adult world,

and bring your young
adult world to Christ’

Editor’s Note: The following is Bishop Michael J. Sis’ catechetical
address to World Youth Day-San Angelo, July 30, 2016 in San
Angelo.

By Most Rev. Michael J. Sis
Bishop of San Angelo

The word “Catholic” means universal,
worldwide. Our Catholic Church is the largest
Christian Church in the whole world.

The Catholic population in the world has
quadrupled in the past 115 years, from 266
million in 1900 to 1.2 billion today.

In your town you might sometimes feel like
you’re isolated, and few and far between, but
you belong to the biggest Christian Church on

the planet.
Being in San Angelo today means getting in

touch with our deep roots as Catholics: Directly in front of this
(McNease) Convention Center is the Concho River.  Four-hun-
dred years ago, this area was inhabited by the Jumano Indians.

Those Jumanos were the ones who, inspired by a little Catholic
nun in a cloistered convent in Spain, walked 500 miles to the
Ysleta Mission in New Mexico, to request Baptism and invite the
priests to come and bring the Catholic Sacraments to their tribe.

Eventually, the Franciscan priests came here, and they served
the Jumanos on the shore of the Concho River.  This tribe was
practicing the Catholic faith, receiving our Catholic Sacraments,
and celebrating the Catholic Mass on the banks of this river in
1632 right here in what is now San Angelo, before any of the oil
wells were drilled, before any of the cotton was planted, before
the cattle were brought in, more than 100 years before the Alamo
was built, and 200 years before Sam Houston came to Texas.

The first Christians in Texas were Catholics. The first Baptisms
in Texas were Catholic. The first preaching in Texas was
Catholic. We have deep roots. We’re not just another club or
social organization. We are the Body of Christ, and every mem-
ber of that body has an important function to carry out.

I want to thank you for the awesome project that is the Pilgrim
Cross. It has made a big difference throughout our diocese. It has
had a transformative effect on communities. Thousands of prayer
requests are there with our group at World Youth Day in Poland.
And here today, we also pray for those prayer needs.

I foresee a new wave of Young Adult Ministry in the Diocese
of San Angelo. You who are here today are on the front edge of
that new wave. And where does this new wave begin? By
embracing the Cross.

We consider “young adults” to include all those from age 18 to
39. This means that Jesus, at the time of his Death and
Resurrection, was a young adult. So, Catholicism is a religion
founded by a young adult.

When you are printing a color picture, you combine three differ-

(Please See YAM/16)

Young adults at WYD

driven to take message

back to their parishes
By Jimmy Patterson

Editor / West Texas Angelus

SAN ANGELO — That soft breeze you might have felt in the heat of
the afternoon on July 30, 2016, could have very well come from the
collective body of young adults ushering in a new wave of evangeliza-
tion and ministry in the Diocese of the San Angelo. 

Or it might have been the Holy Spirit.
But there’s a good chances it was both: clearly it was the Holy Spirit

at work in that collective body of young adults at World Youth Day
USA-San Angelo.

More than 250 young adults representing parishes from throughout
the diocese celebrated their faith in a daylong event that featured song,
praise, prayer, devotion, reconciliation and catechesis.

By all accounts, the day was an overwhelming faith builder. The
take-away: It’s all good, and it’s about to get even better.

The first WYDUSA event in San Angelo, inspired by a hope to build
the young adult ministry throughout the diocese by Bishop Michael J.
Sis, was organized by Sister Adelina Garcia, OSF, who planned the
event with volunteer director Roselva Ruiz, from Holy Redeemer
Church in Odessa. Sister Garcia was unable to attend, as she had jour-
neyed to Krakow, Poland with 10 others from the diocese for World
Youth Day 2016. 

Bishop Sis called the day one of the most fulfilling of his priesthood.
“There was a peaceful, joyful spirit throughout the day,” Bishop Sis

said. “In that crowd I saw hope. I could sense that these young people
love God and their Catholic faith, and they sincerely want to be
involved in helping to make more connections between the Church and
young adults in our area.”  

In his catechesis talk delivered to the young adults in attendance, the
bishop said he sensed the day would be the beginning of a movement.

“I have a theory about Young Adult Ministry,” the bishop said. “I
believe that what attracts young adults is the presence of other young
adults. When young adults see other young adults in visible roles of activi-
ty in a church, it attracts more young adults to that church. You can be the
ones to begin the wave. You don’t have to be a bump on a log and wait for
someone else to take the initiative.  You can get it started.” (Read com-
plete text of bishop’s talk, at left, page 12).

Valerie Sanchez, of Our Lady of Guadalupe Church in Eldorado, is one
of those people.

“It is important, through events like these, that we help set that fire and
plant that seed so that when get older we have left a foundation for the
youth, and to help continue to spread the word of Jesus and educate the
children in the community,” Sanchez said. “I carry a big responsibility
every day not only to our own children but to other parishioners.We have
a message we have received here today, and we have to go back and
spread the word.”

Roselva Ruiz said she felt the event prompted much coming together
among young adults, all who seem to have left with a sense of carrying
forth what they had experienced.

“It will take all of us to continue to fuel that flame.” Ruiz said. “They
need our help, our support and our guidance.”

Like so many others in attendance Bishop Sis said he felt a defi-
nite sense of something real and changing in the life and the future
of the Church in West Texas.

“Gathered with those young adults, I got the sense that, yes, we
can do this,” he said. “We can expand the involvement of young 

(Please See WYD/21)

‘One of  the most peaceful, joyful, 

fulfilling days of  my priesthood’
— Bishop Michael J. Sis

Bishop Sis

Above, Nik Ruiz, of Holy

Redeemer Parish in Odessa,

Facetimed in to WYDUSA-San

Angelo from WYD in Krakow,

Poland as his mother Roselva

Ruiz, at right, director of

WYDUSA watches on.

Elsewhere, scenes from

WYDUSA.

(Photos by Jimmy Patterson)
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By Fr. Tad Pacholczyk

In the famous story of David and Goliath,
Goliath boasts to the young David that after
he kills him, he will give his flesh “to the
birds of the sky and beasts of the field.” He
conveys his profound disdain for David by
speaking this way, deprecat-
ing even his corpse. This
offends our sensibility that
dead bodies should not be
desecrated, but should
instead be respectfully
buried. Proper disposition
and care of another’s body
also manifests our Christian
faith in the resurrection of
that body on the Last Day.
Over time, this has evolved
into a deeper understanding about the han-
dling of corpses, including regulations sur-
rounding cremation.

For Catholics, cremation is considered an
acceptable form of handling the human body
after death, although as noted in the Order of
Christian Funerals, cremation “does not enjoy
the same value as burial of the body … The
Church clearly prefers and urges that the body
of the deceased be present for the funeral
rites, since the presence of the human body
better expresses the values which the Church
affirms in its rites.”

Moreover, cremation can lead to problemat-
ic practices, which Cardinal Raymond Burke
references in a Pastoral letter to the faithful in
the Diocese of La Crosse in the year 2000:

“With the growing practice of cremation,
there has also developed a certain lack of care
for the cremated remains of the dead. Funeral
directors who have been asked to store the
cremated remains report that those remains
often are left unclaimed by family or friends.
Those charged with the arrangements for the
funeral rites of the deceased should see that
the cremated remains are interred or
entombed at the earliest possible time ... It is
not permitted to scatter cremated remains
over a favorite place, and it is not permitted
to keep cremated remains in one's home or
place other than a cemetery ... The cremated
remains of one deceased person may not be
mixed with the cremated remains of another
person. It is not permitted to divide the cre-
mated remains and inter or entomb them in
more than one place.”

These clearly articulated concerns remind
us of our obligation to respect the remains of
the dead, even in their ashen state. By becom-
ing lax in our approach to handling cremains,
we can easily betray the respect that is owed. 

A story comes to mind involving a friend of
mine who works as a pilot. He was asked to
take up a passenger in a small plane for the
“final repose of ashes” into the ocean. As they
were taking off, he told the passenger, “Just
be sure that you don’t ever open that urn! It
needs to be thrown overboard when I open
the hatch window and give you the signal.”
The passenger, however, was determined to
do it his way, and when the pilot opened the
window, he popped off the top of the urn and
tried to scatter the ashes at sea. Instead, the
ashes were seized by the violent air currents
and scattered throughout the internals of the
airplane, among all the instrumentation and
dials, and in the hair and clothing of both the
pilot and the passenger.

Another reason to bury cremains in the
earth or inter them in a mausoleum, rather
than scattering them abroad, is to establish a
particular place to be able to visit and pray for
the soul of that person, in the physical pres-
ence of their mortal remains. The burial site
serves as a point of reference and connection
to the embodiment of that individual, rather
than reducing them to a kind of vague and
wispy nothingness.

Keeping Grandma’s ashes on the fireplace
mantle or up in the attic alongside the antique
paintings is another problematic practice that
can easily end up downplaying or denying her
human dignity, tempting us to treat her mortal
remains as just another item to be moved
around among our various trinkets. 

It can be helpful to encourage the family,
and all who are involved with cremains, to
think about ashes in a manner similar to how
we'd think about a full body. Would we keep
a casket and corpse at home for a few weeks?
If not, then we shouldn't do the same with
someone’s ashes. Regrettably, many people
are not thinking about cremains as the revered
remnants of a fellow human being, but more
as something to be disposed of whenever it’s
convenient for our schedule and budget. We
don't approach full-body caskets that way
because we recognize more clearly the duty
to bury our beloved dead. The sacred memory
of our departed family and friends, in sum,
calls us to carefully attend to their remains
with authentic and objective gestures of
respect.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his
doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did
post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest
of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves
as the Director of Education at The National
Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia.
See www.ncbcenter.org

Cremains and respect for the human body
Making Sense of Bioethics

Pacholczyk

By Maria-Pia Negro Chin
Catholic News Service

Those of us following the U.S.
presidential election this year have
seen constant attacks on the character
of others with whom
they disagree. To me,
this has highlighted
how disregard for oth-
ers' human dignity
occurs during the dis-
cussion of issues.
Often, any disagree-
ment invites harass-
ment and violence instead of dia-
logue.

Though not a new problem, this
lack of respect for others mirrors the
environment of greater violence and
apathy in today's world. Although it
is natural to want to tune out negativ-
ity, these divisions challenge us to

work for peace and reconciliation.
We can ask ourselves this question:

How can we be instruments of peace
amid corrosive divisiveness?

One way is to imitate the actions of
Nobel Peace Prize winners such as
Mother Teresa, Martin Luther King
Jr., Rigoberta Menchu or Nelson
Mandela. Another way is to follow
the lead of those who try to foster
peace, justice and reconciliation.

Recently, Pax Christi Metro New
York recognized youths working
toward this ideal. The New York
organization is part of Pax Christi
International, a global Catholic peace
movement.

Paul Thomas, who received the
Young Peacebuilder award, wrote
about his efforts and said, "In our 
homes, in our communities, we are 

(Please See CHIN/23)

Chin

Being a peace builder
not easy, but necessary

Edificadores de paz
By Maria-Pia Negro Chin
Catholic News Service

Aquellos de nosotros que hemos
estado prestando atención a las elec-
ciones presidenciales en los Estados
Unidos, hemos visto los constantes
ataques contra el carácter, contra las
ideas de otras personas cuando sus
interlocutores no están de acuerdo
con ellos. Esto ha resaltado la
indiferencia por la dignidad humana
que se produce cuando se discuten
otros temas. Últimamente, cualquier
desacuerdo invita acoso y violencia
en vez de diálogo.

Aunque esto no es un problema
nuevo, la falta de respeto hacia los
demás de cierto modo refleja el
entorno de violencia y apatía en el
mundo actual. Aunque es natural
querer ignorar la negatividad, estas
divisiones nos retan a trabajar por la
paz y la reconciliación.

Nos podemos preguntar: ¿Cómo
podemos ser instrumentos de paz en
medio de la división corrosiva?

Una forma de hacer esto es imitar
las acciones de los ganadores del
Premio Nobel de la Paz, como la
Madre Teresa, Martin Luther King
Jr., Rigoberta Menchú o Nelson

Mandela. Otro modo es seguir el
ejemplo de las personas que tratan de
fomentar la paz, justicia y reconcil-
iación.

Recientemente Pax Christi Nueva
York reconoció a jóvenes que traba-
jan por estos ideales. La organi-
zación de Nueva York es parte de
Pax Christi Internacional, un
movimiento católico por la paz
mundial.

Paul Thomas, quien recibió el pre-
mio de Edificador de la Paz Juvenil,
escribió acerca de sus esfuerzos
diciendo: "En nuestros hogares, en
nuestras comunidades, tenemos la
opción de crear la paz o la división".

Thomas dijo que él elegía la paz
trabajando como voluntario en hospi-
tales y comedores, asistiendo a la
Marcha por la Vida y al construir
casas para los necesitados. Caroline
Bandigan, una joven quien también
fue reconocida por Pax Christi, dijo
que la solidaridad con los más vul-
nerables en la sociedad puede ser
una respuesta a la negatividad que
nos rodea.  Durante los últimos siete
años, ella ha estado al servicio de los
ancianos y personas indigentes. Al 

(Mira PAZ/22)
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By Carole Norris Greene
Catholic News Service

A chilling message was sent as five police offi-
cers were killed and seven others wounded in
downtown Dallas on July 7 as they were monitor-
ing peaceful protests against the recent killings by
police of two African-American men in Louisiana
and Minnesota.

That message says that justice not found through
the courts will be sought in the streets. Who is
killed won't matter as long as somebody who rep-
resents the uniformed "enemy" dies.

This is worse than an attack by an invading
enemy from another country!

One has to ask: What kind of person gives up on
waiting for justice through proper channels? Who

would take the deplorable step of murdering police
officers because of what they represent and not
because of anything they've done?

News reports surmise that the Dallas police
shooting was planned well ahead of being carried
out. Only an opportunity was needed.

I've known all along who gives up on waiting for
justice because I've lived among them.

They are the products of an absence of shared
values. Values that result when people are exposed
to the best education possible, enjoy stability and
nourishment in the areas where they live and have
morals drilled into them from an early age.

They are also spiritually starved, for I believe no
faithful believer of God would dare do such a
thing.

In one sense, police and the courts have done

this to themselves. In far too many cases, they
have protected the guilty among them and left the
majority of competent officers unable to maintain
order with their collective integrity questioned
time and time again.

Officers in Baltimore, for example, in whose
custody 25-year-old Freddie Gray died in 2015
from injuries to his neck and spine, are walking
like runway models. Of the six arrested for various
charges, three thus far are free today, one is cur-
rently on trial and the others are awaiting trial.
Similar scenarios are repeated nationwide.

Don't get me wrong. I am not anti-cop. Too
many have helped me and my family during my
lifetime for me to go that route of ignorance.

(Please See GREENE/23)

By Fr. John Catoir
Catholic News Service

Communion with God should be a natu-
ral part of your life, like your very own
heartbeat. Being aware of the presence of
God is automatic, even if
you only consciously advert
to God a few times a day.   

The Lord is present,
whether you are praying or
not.

Jean-Pierre de Caussade,
a Jesuit spiritual writer, says
that "sanctity can be
reduced to one single prac-
tice, fidelity to the duties
appointed by God." This, he
continues, "consists in accomplishing the
duties which devolve upon us" and
accepting with love "all that God sends us
at each moment."

You might think that this refers to
duties like performing the corporal works
of mercy, but it also refers to ordinary,
everyday tasks like doing the dishes and
taking care of your health.

Living in the present moment means
not letting the past drag you down or let-
ting any fear of the future cloud you with
doubt. It takes willpower, decision-mak-
ing and the desire to be your best self.
This leads to a state of peace.

With patience, you will learn to trust
your good intentions. In other words, by
living in the present, you can become
"fully alive."

St. Irenaeus said, "The glory of God is
man fully alive." As a saint-in-training,
you have what it takes to produce rich
and abundant fruit. The Lord himself has
told you this. Trust the words of Jesus
more than your own fears.

Fifty years ago, I was in the military
police at Fort Sam Houston in San
Antonio. The post chaplain asked me to
be his assistant and my high school
dreams of becoming a priest begin to stir
in me again. The rest is history.

The decisions we make today have con-
sequences tomorrow.

Deciding to be holy doesn't mean that
you have a call to the priesthood or con-
secrated life, but it does mean that you
are willing to follow the Lord's direction.
For this, he will give you supernatural
hope, and you will enjoy a meaningful
life.

A simple prayer to say daily is: "Grant
me O Lord, the joy of loving you and
trusting your promises, for you always
supply guidance to those who live on the
foundation of your love, day by day."

What you are right now is plain to see,
but what you can be in the future, with
the help of God's grace, is hidden from
your eyes. Jesus urges, "Do not be afraid"
(Mt 28:10).

How are you using the present
moment?

Put on the will to choose an upright life
each day. Expect a good outcome, so that,
as Christ says, "your joy may be com-
plete" (Jn 15:11).

A chilling message received from the streets of Dallas

Finding God in the present
moment — and beyond

Catholic Voices

Greene

Catoir

Cartoon Corner
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By Most Rev. Robert Barron
Auxiliary Bishop of Los Angeles

Fleming Rutledge’s The Crucifixion is
one of the most stim-
ulating and thought-
provoking books of
theology that I have
read in the past ten
years. Both an aca-
demic and a well-
regarded preacher in
the Episcopal tradi-
tion, Rutledge has an
extraordinary knack
of cutting to the heart
of the matter. Her book
on the central reality of the Christian faith
is supremely illuminating, a delight for the
inquiring mind—and man, will it ever
preach. There is so much of value in this
text that I have decided to dedicate a num-
ber of articles to analyzing it. For the pur-
poses of this initial interpretive foray, allow
me to focus simply on two themes that run

through the entire book and that ought to
shape any Christian’s understanding of the
cross: the sheer strangeness of the crucifix-
ion and the weight of sin.

Rutledge indicates a New Testament text
that most Christians pass over without
noticing how deeply peculiar it is, namely,
Romans 1:16: “For I am not ashamed of
the gospel. It is the power of God for the
salvation of everyone who believes: for the
Jew first and then Greek.” It would be hard
to imagine the Buddha or Mohammed or
Confucius implying that his doctrine is
something that might appear shameful to
people. But this is precisely what the
Apostle Paul insinuates about what he calls
his gospel (good news). Why would any-
one think that good news might be a matter
of shame? Well, because this good news
centers around someone who had been put
to death on a Roman cross—and it would
be difficult to imagine anything in the
ancient Mediterranean world that was more
horrific than dying in such a manner. 

The problem, of course, is that we are the

inheritors of centuries of artwork and piety
that present the cross as a moving, or even
saccharine, religious symbol. We wear it as
jewelry, and we hang it on the walls of our
homes as a harmless decoration. But for
the men and women of Jesus’ time, death
by crucifixion was not only painful; it was
brutally de-humanizing, humiliating, and
shaming. A person condemned to this man-
ner of execution would be stripped naked
(the loin cloths on most depictions of the
crucified Jesus are not historically accu-
rate), nailed or tied to a cross-bar fitted into
a stake, and then left for hours, or in many
cases days, to suffer the excruciating (ex
cruce, literally from the cross) pain of very
slowly asphyxiating while rocking up and
down on wounded hands and feet in order
to respirate. The mocking of the crucified,
which is frankly described in the Gospels,
was part and parcel of the execution. The
pathetic figure pinioned to his instrument
of torture and exposed in the most brutal
and demeaning manner; he was meant to
be insulted. When at long last the tortured

criminal died, his body was allowed to
remain on the cross for days, permitting
animals to pick over his remains. Jesus’
rapid burial was exceptional, a favor spe-
cially offered to Joseph of Arimathea, a
high-ranking Jewish official. We can clear-
ly see why Cicero referred to crucifixion,
with admirable laconicism, as the summum
suplicium (the unsurpassable punishment).

To be sure, the Gospel proclaimed by the
first Christians involves the glorious resur-
rection, but those initial evangelists never
let their hearers forget that the one who
had been raised was none other than the
one who had been crucified. Paul goes so
far as to tell the Corinthians, who had per-
haps given in to too much realized escha-
tology, “For I resolved to know 
nothing while I was with you except Jesus
Christ, and him crucified.” So the question
was—and remains—why would God’s sal-
vation of the human race have to include 

(Please See BARRON/23)

Bishop Barron

How strange the cross: On Fleming Rutledge’s ‘Crucifixion’

(From 12)

ent ink colors — cyan, magenta, and yel-
low — to create the picture.

If one of the three colors is missing or
running low, the picture looks weird.
When you have just the right balance of
all three colors, the picture looks beautiful.

In the life of the Church, young adults
are one of those essential colors. The pic-
ture is not complete without you.

In order for the Church to function prop-
erly, all ages have a role to play.

Young children are essential for their
innocence, their hope for the future and
because we can express our love and
responsibility by caring for them.

We need the elderly to provide wisdom,
the perspective of experience, and memo-
ry.

Middle-aged Catholics bring us produc-
tivity, expertise, and often act as mentors.

And young adults such as yourselves
provide gifts, talents, skills; energy and
spontaneous joy. You bring new initiatives,
new life and idealism. Your mobility helps
bring those ideas from one place to anoth-
er, and you also offer creativity and con-
nectivity, through your expertise in tech-
nology and social media.

So, if young adults are missing from the
Church, it is not a complete Church.  Your
active presence is needed so the Church
can be all it is called to be.

You can bring new life to parish min-
istries, Catholic organizations, retreat min-
istries, the experience of the Mass, min-
istry to youth, outreach to the poor, and so
much more.

I have a theory about Young Adult
Ministry. I believe that what attracts young
adults is the presence of other young
adults.  My theory is based in experience.
When young adults see other young adults
in visible roles of activity in a church, it
attracts more young adults to that church.
You can be the ones to begin the wave.
You don’t have to be a bump on a log and
wait for someone else to take the initiative.
You can get it started.

In case you haven’t noticed, I’m not a
young adult any more.

But you are.
And that means that you have a role in the

mission of the Church that I cannot fulfill.
There are people you can reach that I

cannot. There are places you can go that I
will never reach. There are words you can
use that I would never think of in the way
your generation thinks and dreams.

There are times when you are present at
just the right moment to open the door of
faith for someone, times when the window
of opportunity opens, when the time is
ripe to invite that person to a closer rela-
tionship with God through the active par-
ticipation of the Catholic faith.

There are ways that you can do this, that
I cannot.

The world you circulate in needs credi-
ble witnesses, and if you don’t provide
that witness, who will?

You need to bring Christ to your young
adult world, and bring your young adult
world to Christ.

Here are “10 Rules of Thumb for Young
Adult Ministry” — things to remember as
you grow the young adult ministry in your
area:

1. Don’t try to do it all by yourself.
Work as a team, and delegate tasks.

2. One-on-one invitations usually work
better than blanket, generic invitations.

3. Respect people’s boundaries and their
privacy. Invite them, and respect their
decision to say no.

4. When you make a commitment, carry
it out. Be responsible and accountable, fol-
low up and follow through.

5. Pace yourself, without over-stacking
your place with activities, so you can
avoid burnout. We all need a healthy self-
regulating principle. Sustained generativity
requires balance. Sometime we need to
chill, rest, and sleep.

6. You don’t have to start from scratch:
There are lots of ideas and resources avail-
able to you:
4Young Adult Ministry in a Box (yam-
inabox.com)

4Ncyama.org (National Catholic Young
Adult Ministry Association) 
4Sister Adelina Garcia at our Pastoral
Center in San Angelo.

7. There are four basic ingredients for a
balanced Young Adult Ministry:
4Prayer: Eucharist, Scripture, personal
relationship with God in prayer, retreats
4Service: to the poor, those in need,
reaching out
4Learning: Church teachings, Bible
4Fellowship: the culture of encounter,
fun, enjoying one another’s presence,
games, sports, road trips, pilgrimages, etc.

8. Network among yourselves: Get
Connected with each other within your
parishes and among different parishes and
towns.

It is my hope that, through this event
today, you young adult Catholics of West
Texas, will get connected among your-
selves more than ever before.

You can do that by exchanging text mes-
sages, phone calls, e-mails, and tweets to
spread the word about events that are
coming up, sharing ideas for ministry,
building bonds of faith across the miles,
and by making connections while you are
here today.

9. Be open to the action of the “God of
Surprises.” The Holy Spirit will work mir-
acles and blessings that you never
dreamed of.

10. Help one another get to Heaven.

YAM
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African-American and white men embrace after taking part in a prayer circle July 10 following a Black Lives

Matter protest in Dallas. Theologians and justice advocates have called upon the church to better address

racism as a life issue and see it as an "intrinsic evil." (CNS photo/Carlo Allegri, Reuters) 

Louisiana bishop feels ‘deep ache

in my heart’ after fatal shootings
Catholic News Service

BATON ROUGE, La. — Baton Rouge Bishop
Robert W. Muench renewed a call for a diocesan-
wide week of prayer, fasting and reflection after
the latest fatal shootings in the city, which this
time took the lives of three law enforcement offi-
cers.

He urged all to "work toward a lasting peace in
our communities."

Early July 17, a former Marine fatally shot
three police officers, and wounded three more,
one critically, less than a mile from the city's
police headquarters. The gunman, later identified
as Gavin Long of Missouri, was killed at the
scene, officials said.

Baton Rouge was still reeling from the fatal
shooting of Alton Sterling, 37, by police during
an altercation outside a convenience store July 5.
The first week of July also saw the fatal shooting
of Philando Castile, 32, in suburban St. Paul,
Minnesota, by police officers July 6, followed by
the sniper shooting in Dallas that killed five
police officers July 7.

"Words cannot express the emotions we feel for
those who have lost loved ones in the tragic
events of this day," Bishop Muench said in a
statement. "Their entire lives have been unexpect-
edly and terribly turned upside down."

He said he and the diocese's vicar general,
Father Tom Ranzino, visited two of the families
affected by the shootings later that afternoon to
share "prayer and support in the midst of their
shock, horror and grief."

"Prayer is a powerful path to follow when
tragedy happens, but even the most devout of us
sometime question: 'What good could come of
this?'" the bishop said. "Only the word of God has
the answer to the questions that shake our faith:
The answer is our Lord Jesus Christ. In Jesus,
hope ultimately triumphs over despair; love ulti-
mately triumphs over hate; and resurrection ulti-
mately triumphs over death."

In the neighboring Diocese of Houma-
Thibodaux, Bishop Shelton J. Fabre said that "our
tears are still falling and our fresh and fervent 

(Please See SHOOTINGS/19)

Police Shootings

Moral leadership
in action: All lives
really do matter

By Bishop Edward Braxton
Diocese of Bellville, Ill.

As a citizen of this country, as a Catholic priest and bishop, and as
an African-American, I am deeply distressed by the recent violent
eruptions of the racial divide in the United States.

Last week, I served as the Catholic chaplain during Week Three of
the nine-week summer session at the historic Chautauqua Institution.
"Moral Leadership in Action" was the week's theme. There could not
have been a more urgent topic considering the presidential election,
young people slaughtered in an Orlando, Florida, club, people of color
killed in encounters with law enforcement and the assassination of
police officers by deranged gunmen.

As the Republicans and Democrats hold their conventions to nomi-
nate their candidates for the office of president, the American people
are reaching the point when they must decide for whom they will cast
their ballots in November. They surely want moral leadership in
action. But, for many, this is a very difficult decision, since neither
candidate enjoys enormous popularity with the electorate.

One way of simplifying the decision is to focus on a single issue and
say, "I will vote for the candidate who shares my views on immigration,
or national security, or abortion, or racial justice, or international trade,
or terrorism, or health care, or Supreme Court appointments or raising
taxes. Period! Even if I dislike or disagree with a candidate, I'm a single-
issue voter." For those who are not, the decision may be more difficult.

In a similar way, the American people are confronted by the daily
reminder that the racial divide in the United States is widening. The
most recent New York Times/CBS News poll concluded that 60 per-
cent believe the relationship between people of different races is
becoming worse, an increase of 38 percent since last year.

In the face of the long list of African-American men who have died
in altercations with white police and the growing list of police of both
races who have been killed or wounded by African-American men,
one way of simplifying a difficult and emotionally stressful situation is
to focus on a single idea or mantra. "Black Lives Matter!" "White
Lives Matter!" "Blue Lives Matter!" "All Lives Matter!"

Critics of "Black Lives Matter" have called the movement "cop
killers," "racists" and "domestic terrorists." Critics of "All Lives
Matter" have branded this as an effort to turn attention away from the
unique traumatic suffering of African-American people. But, must it
be either one mantra or the other? Can it not be both?

Alton Sterling was shot and killed in front of a store by police offi-
cers in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, on July 5, leading to loud complaints
of police brutality and excessive force. The next day, Philando Castile
was shot and killed by a police officer in his car in Falcon Heights,
Minnesota.

We know the vast majority of police are fair-minded and respect the
human dignity and worth of all citizens. Some, however, are not and
do not. There is documented evidence that bias and racial prejudice
influence the attitudes and actions of some police officers.

The very next day, July 7, shots rang out in Dallas during a peaceful
protest, and a sniper slaughtered five officers. On July 17, three more
officers were murdered in Baton Rouge. Both murderers, African-

(Please See LIVES/19)
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LEADERSHIP
(From 8)

5. Jesus knew the members of his
team.

He said in John 10:14, “I know my own,
and mine know me.”

On many occasions in the Gospels, it
says that Jesus knew what was in people’s
hearts.

And he took the effort to stay in touch
with those he led. For example, in Mark 9,
he and his disciples came to Capernaum,
and he asked them, “What were you dis-
cussing on the way?”  But they were silent,
for on the way they had discussed with one
another who was the greatest. (Mark 9:34)

As good leaders, we try to know the
members of our team, and we stay in touch
with them. The better we know our team
members, the more effectively we can lead
them.

We adjust our leadership practices
according to the particular gifts and person-
alities and circumstances of our individual
team members.

6. Jesus delegated tasks.
He didn’t do it all by himself.  He asked

his Apostles and other disciples to carry out
certain duties. For example, he sent them
out to teach and heal.  He asked them to
prepare the upper room for the Passover
supper on Holy Thursday.

When he multiplied the loaves and the
fishes in the feeding of the five thousand,
he told his disciples, “You give them some-
thing to eat…How many loaves do you
have?” (Matthew 8:5) By his divine power,
he worked a miracle, but he also got others
to pitch in and help in the project.

A good leader doesn’t try to do it all.  He
or she delegates tasks and communicates
expectations in a clear way.

7. Jesus personally invited individuals to
share in his mission.

He handpicked his Apostles, saying,
“Come, follow me.”

He said to Simon, “You are Peter, and on
this rock I will build my church.” (Matthew
16:18)

We can learn from this.  People will more
likely participate actively in things if you
personally invite them.  For example,
which of these two strategies will more
likely get results?

a. “We need volunteers for our Board of
Directors.”

b. “Greg, your strategic planning skills
would be very helpful at this time.  Would
you consider being a member of our Board
of Directors for three years?”
It’s obvious. A good leader personally

invites help, rather than always issuing a
blanket, anonymous, generic invitation.

Another characteristic of the way Jesus
invited people is that he respected their free
will. For example, in John 6, after Jesus
taught about eating the flesh of the Son of
Man and drinking his blood, many of his
disciples drew back and no longer followed
him. He didn’t beg or cajole or force them
to stay.

Also, when Judas committed his act of
betrayal after the Last Supper, Jesus didn’t
prevent Judas from choosing badly.

My point here is that Jesus invited, but he
didn’t take away the free will of those he
led.

8. Jesus made sure there were others to
take up the lead after him.

He personally trained and commissioned
his Apostles to carry on the work after he
ascended to the Father.

At the Last Supper, he prayed, “Father, as
you sent me into the world, so I have sent
them into the world… I do not pray for
these only, but also for those who believe
in me through their word.” (John 17:18-20)

He prepared Peter to exercise particular
leadership. He told him, “Simon, Simon, I
have prayed that your own faith may not
fail; and once you have turned back, you
must strengthen your brothers.” (Luke
22:32)

As a good leader, you make sure there
are good, well-trained leaders in place after
you. Empower them to take over the reins
when their turn comes. When an organiza-
tion falls apart after a leader is gone, that
shows that the original leader failed to
leave good, well-trained leaders in place.

9. Jesus set high standards.
In the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew

5-7, he set extremely high standards for his
disciples. Jesus did not encourage medioc-
rity or ineffectiveness.  He raised the bar of
expectations.

For example, he said, “Enter by the nar-
row gate... The gate is narrow and the way
is hard that leads to life, and those who find
it are few.” (Matthew 7:13-14)

Later he said, “If you wish to be my dis-
ciple, you must deny yourself, take up your
cross daily, and come and follow me.”
(Luke 9:23)

And so, as a Christian leader, set high
standards for yourself and for the members
of your team. Encourage excellence, not
mediocrity or lukewarmness.

And remember, setting high standards
includes communicating those standards
clearly and modeling them in your own
actions.

10. Jesus confronted when necessary.
One of the most common failures of

leadership is when there is a problem, and
no one does anything about it.

Jesus was not afraid to speak up and con-
front problems. For example, he confronted
the hypocrisy of the scribes and Pharisees:
“Woe to you, scribes, Pharisees, hyp-
ocrites.” (Matthew 23:13)

He kicked the moneychangers out of the
Temple.  And he corrected his own disci-
ples when they needed correction.  He said
to Peter, “Get behind me, satan.”  To James
and John, he said, “You do not know what
you are asking.”

Good leadership holds people account-
able and confronts when needed. This is
expressed well in Ephesians 4:15 as
“speaking the truth in love.”

11. Jesus paced himself.
He took time to sleep, eat, relax, spend

time with supportive friends, and get away
for solitude.

In Mark 6:31, it says, “The apostles
returned to Jesus, and told him all that they
had done and taught.  And he said to them,
‘Come away by yourselves to a lonely
place, and rest a while.’ For many were
coming and going, and they had no leisure
even to eat.”

As a good leader, you will pace yourself,
to live a more balanced and fully human
existence, so you can keep producing sus-
tained output without burnout.

Don’t over-stack your plate with activi-
ties.  That leads to crashing and burning.
All of us need a healthy self-regulating
principle that’s able to say sometimes,
“Come away, and rest a while.”

12. Jesus prayed before major 
leadership moments.

Before beginning his public ministry, he
spent forty days praying in the desert.
Before calling his Apostles, he prayed all
night on the mountain.  Before the
Crucifixion, he prayed in the Garden of
Gethsemane.

As a good Christian leader, maintain a
regular practice of prayer, pray for those
you lead, and pray specifically before your
major decisions.  We need to give the Holy
Spirit a chance to act on us and show us the
way.

There’s a beautiful prayer in the Liturgy
of the Hours of the Church.  It goes like
this: “Lord, may all that we do begin with
your inspiration, continue with your saving
help, and through you reach completion.”

Well, speaking of completion, that con-
cludes my list of twelve characteristics of

the leadership style of Jesus.  Let’s review
them:
• Jesus was a servant leader.
• He was aware of his gifts.
• He used power responsibly.
• He stayed focused on his mission and his
goals.
• He knew the members of his team.
• He delegated tasks.
• He personally invited individuals to share
in his mission.
• He made sure there were others to take up
the lead after him.
• He set high standards.
• He confronted when necessary.
• He paced himself.
• He prayed before major leadership
moments.

I hope you will find some of these to be
helpful as you seek to seek to exercise your
leadership.

When you are doing your regular exami-
nation of conscience, perhaps you might
include consideration of whether you have
led when leadership was called for, and
how you have carried it out.

Finally, I encourage you to pray that you
may be a leader after the example of Jesus
Christ.

Thank you for listening. I’ve enjoyed
being here with you.  Please pray for me.
God bless you all.
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(From 17)

prayers are still ascending to God" over
the earlier violence and loss of life in
Louisiana when the law enforcement
offers were ambushed in Baton Rouge, a
diocese "very close to home for us."

"As a native of New Roads and a priest
of the Diocese of Baton Rouge for 17
years, I feel a deep ache in my heart
because of recent violence that has hap-
pened there," said Bishop Fabre in a
reflection posted July 17 on his Facebook
page.

"My sincere condolences to those who
have lost loved ones today or in the past
weeks in the violence that has occurred
in Baton Rouge, Minneapolis, Dallas,
Istanbul and Nice," he said.
"Unfortunately, I fear that we as a nation
and a world are becoming too accus-
tomed to the tragic events of violence
and loss of human life such as has
occurred over the past few weeks."

He said in such times, he is drawn to
the Lord's words to the prophet Isaiah:
"Comfort my people." He said he also
chose those words for his episcopal
motto "because I feel that deep within the
heart of God is a desire to comfort us in
our pain.

"Each of us reacts differently to violent
tragedy. Some of us may be angry.

Violence pierces our hearts and leaves us
in pain. Anger flows from pain," Bishop
Fabre said. "For those of us who are
angry, I simply remind us that underneath
the anger, in the pain, there is God want-
ing to 'comfort his people.'

"Some of us may have questions like,
'Will the violence and killing stop? When
will this end?' Those are great questions.
There, in the questions and together gen-
uinely seeking to find answers construc-
tively, we will find God listening to us
wanting to 'comfort his people.'"

He called on all people of Houma-
Thibodaux, regardless of their religion or
their history, to pray, whether in privacy
at home or at a large church gathering.

Bishop Fabre urged people to consider
three things in prayer: "First, to each per-
sonally pray daily for an end to violence.
Violence is a complex evil; however, vio-
lence is often propelled by selfishness
and self-centeredness. We as people must
look 'outside of ourselves,' we must turn
to God, for it is in him that our true peace
lies."

Secondly, he said people should come
together in prayer, and asked every
Catholic church in the diocese over the
next two weeks to offer a Holy Hour "to
pray for an end to violence."

Thirdly, "let us continue to work
together for justice and peace," Bishop

Fabre said.
"As Pope Francis has indicated," he

continued, "we must truly seek to
'encounter' those who are racially or eth-
nically different from us in a real effort to
appreciate the countless gifts that unite
us, and to seek to address and to solve
the problems that challenge and seek to
divide us, complicating our lives togeth-
er. When we learn to 'see' people with the
eyes of the Lord, we will then move for-
ward in justice and peace."

In a July 18 statement, the president of
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
offered his prayers for the officers and
families "affected by the horrible shoot-
ing in Baton Rouge."

"We find ourselves amid a prolonged
prayer of lament as we join to console
the grieving and support the suffering,"
said Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of
Louisville, Kentucky. "People are suffer-
ing because their uniform is blue, suffer-
ing because their skin is black and suffer-
ing simply because of their station in
life."

The "temptation to respond to violence
with violence is strong," he said, noting
that even St. Peter himself lashed out
about Christ's arrest. "Jesus' response was
clear: 'Put your sword back into its
sheath, for all who take the sword will
perish by the sword.'"

"As followers of Christ, let us always
embrace love and ask ourselves how we
can best invite all people of goodwill to
live with us in peace," Archbishop Kurtz
said.

Against a backdrop of "complex and
varied" reasons for so much suffering, he
urged people come together "to address
the lingering evil of racism, the need to
safeguard our citizens from the present
danger of extremism and the overall
breakdown of civility."

The U.S. Catholic Church "will seek
out ways to foster this life-saving dia-
logue," he said. "Answers will not come
easily nor as quickly as we need. We
must continue searching and listening
until they do."

In addition to dialogue that "cultivates
a true respect for every human being,"
Archbishop Kurtz said, "we should also
seek ways, large and small, to be a sign
of hope in the everyday routines of life."

"The next time you are pulled over by
a police officer or walk past one on the
street, thank him or her for their service,"
he advised. To those who work in law
enforcement, he said, "The next time you
make a traffic stop, thank the person for
their time."

He added, "The task of building a soci-
ety upon the strong foundation of love
begins with each one of us every day."

(From 17)

Americans, were killed by police.
We all know that the work of police officers

is very difficult and very dangerous. They
leave their homes each day not knowing if
they will return unharmed. They deserve our
respect and gratitude.

Their lives matter. The heartbreaking images
of bloodstained scenes of death, grieving rela-
tives, multiple funerals, overwhelmed civic
leaders, and prayers for healing and reconcili-
ation have become commonplace.

It is a grief that cannot be spoken and a
pain that does not end. President Obama, his
face and voice revealing his personal anguish
in the face of yet another mass murder of
police, said after the Baton Rouge shootings,
"Attacks on our police are an attack on all of
us and the rule of law that makes society pos-
sible. ... We don't need inflammatory lan-
guage. ... We need to temper our words and
open our hearts -- all of us."

DeRay Mckesson, 31, has given voice to
the racial divide as a Black Lives Matter
leader. He was arrested during a peaceful
protest in Baton Rouge following the shoot-

ing death of Alton Sterling and was unable to
be with us at Chautauqua. In his place, former
United Nations Ambassador Andrew Young;
Atlanta's Ebenezer Baptist Church's pastor,
the Rev. Raphael Warnock, and his wife,
Ouleye Ndoye; and journalist Bill Moyers
engaged in an energetic debate about the
Black Lives Matter movement.

Former Ambassador Young, 84, an elder
statesman of the civil rights movement,
expressed serious concerns about Black Lives
Matter. With his usual candor, he said Black
Lives Matter was self-centered, disorganized
and lacked a clear focus. He argued that no
one really knows what the movement sup-
porters want.

Young said that when Dr. King staged a
protest march, it was always for a specific
purpose and city officials were informed in
advance. This is essential for safety, which
Black Lives Matter ignores. This can lead to
violence and deadly accidents.

Rev. Warnock and his wife responded that
the movement is young and unstructured and
will grow and mature over time. But it should
not be dismissed. Nor should it be blamed for
the violence against police.

They asserted that Black Lives Matter is
concerned about many of the same issues that
concerned Young in his youth. "When Dr.
King said that the Negro will not be satisfied
until police brutality is ended, that was his
way of saying Black Lives Matter," the two
said.

After the ambush and murder of three
Baton Rouge officers, Mckesson said, "My
heart goes out to the families of the police
who were killed in Dallas and Baton Rouge.
... The movement began as a call to end vio-
lence and that call remains true today, that we
fight for a living, breathing justice. ...

"We want to live in a world where people
don't die by gunfire. And we want to live in a
world where police don't have militarized
weapons, and the public doesn't have access
to these militarized weapons either."

When asked if the "Black Lives Matter"
mantra should be changed to "All Lives
Matter," he said, "People are frustrated that
black people are focusing on the unique trau-
ma that black people are facing in this coun-
try. And I would never go to a breast cancer
rally and yell out, 'Colon cancer matters.'"

I do not believe that "Black Lives Matter"

and "All Lives Matter" are necessarily incom-
patible. "All Lives Matter" is not necessarily
a way to divert attention from the urgent con-
cerns of African-American people.

For there to be some compatibility between
the two expressions, however, it is necessary to
acknowledge the legitimacy of the particular
concern for the lives of people of color. This is
not something all Americans recognize.

If I am secure in my comfortable home
with my family on a cold winter night with
the fireplace burning and more than enough
to eat, my life matters. But the doorbell rings
and there is a shivering, starving homeless
family at the door in dire need of food and
shelter. I tell them to find a shelter.

They respond, "Our lives matter." I say, "So
does mine and my family's." But I quickly
realize that, in that instance, it is their lives
and not mine that are in peril.

If you simply say, "All Lives Matter," there
is a danger of falsely implying that every
group of Americans is facing the same degree
of peril that then makes it possible to ignore
or deny pressing issues like the frequent vio-

(Please See VIOLENCE/20)

LIVES

SHOOTINGS
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(Para 3)

chistes que son racialmente insensibles?”
“¿Cómo respondo cuando escucho a alguien
hacer un comentario racial injusto?” “¿Hay algu-
na manera de que yo he sido cómplice, ya sea
consciente o no, en una dinámica de aislamiento
racial o desconfianza?”

Este es un momento en el que tenemos que
tomar la iniciativa de construir relaciones autén-
ticas con los miembros de otras razas. Podemos
abrir puertas de amistad a través de las líneas
raciales por medio de gestos sencillos e invita-
ciones. 

Por ejemplo, en muchas comunidades por todo
el país, ha habido recientes reuniones entre
agentes de policía y residentes locales para dis-
cutir las preocupaciones y conocer mejor el uno
al otro. En estos encuentros cara a cara, los par-
ticipantes reconocen los desafíos y los enfrentan
con respeto mutuo y un compromiso al bien
común. 

En este momento de tensión, el diálogo y la
conversación honesta contribuyen inmensamente
a la construcción de puentes entre los diversos
elementos de nuestra sociedad. En lugar de
añadir más leña al fuego del conflicto, debemos
actuar de una manera que genera empatía.
Debemos tratar de apreciar el hecho de que este
oficial de policía, o este hombre Afroamericano
joven, es un verdadero ser humano con familia,
con amor, con esperanzas, con sueños y con
relaciones. Esta persona es amada ante los ojos
de Dios. Este es mi hermano. 

Haremos bien en recordar las palabras de la
Escritura en Gálatas 3:28, donde St. Paul dice,
“No hay ni Judío ni Griego, no hay esclavo ni
libre; no hay varón ni mujer; todos ustedes son
uno en Cristo Jesús.” La Iglesia es el Cuerpo de
Cristo, y como tal, la Iglesia debe servir como
un instrumento de la unidad y la paz en nuestro
mundo. 

En 1979 la declaración de los Obispos
Católicos de los Estados Unidos sobre el racis-
mo, Hermanos y Hermanas de Nosotros, dice,
“El racismo es un pecado; un pecado que divide
a la familia humana, borra la imagen de Dios
entre los miembros específicos de esa familia, y
viola la dignidad humana fundamental de los lla-
mados a ser hijos de un mismo Padre. El racis-
mo es el pecado que dice que algunos seres
humanos son inherentemente superiores y otros
esencialmente inferiores a causa de su raza. Es
el pecado que hace que las características
raciales sean el factor determinante para ejercer
los derechos humanos. Se burla de las palabras
de Jesús: “Trata a los demás como quieres que te
traten.” De hecho, el racismo es más que un des-
precio por las palabras de Jesús; es una negación
de la verdad de la dignidad de cada ser humano
que se revela por el misterio de la Encarnación.”

Necesitamos la ayuda de Dios para enfrentar
el racismo y la desigualdad. Por favor, únanse
conmigo en oración por la unidad y la paz en
nuestra sociedad. La oración de San Francisco
de Asís es particularmente apropiado para nues-
tra situación actual.

OBISPO

(From 19)

lent and fatal treatment of African-Americans
in the face of minor or suspected misconduct.
They seem to be tried, convicted and sen-
tenced to death on the streets.

Aggrieved individuals and groups feel that
those who say, "All Lives Matter!" do not
really mean it. They point to George Orwell's
"Animal Farm." In the novel, "All animals are
equal" became, "All animals are equal, but
some animals are more equal than others!"
The point of Black Lives Matter is that many
in the African-American community face exis-
tential threats that must not be ignored.

This should also mean that Black Lives
Matter should not be silent about the signifi-
cant number of young African-American
males who die at the hands of other African-
Americans or the alarmingly high number of
abortions that bring abrupt ends to nascent
black lives that matter.

There also must be a repudiation of any
form of violence against white people, specif-
ically, police officers. Ultimately, there must
be at least a tacit recognition that there are
other vulnerable, marginalized groups in the

country whose lives also matter.
Elie Wiesel, 87, died July 2. The Nobel

Prize laureate and survivor of Buchenwald
and Auschwitz is best known for his tireless
efforts to call the world's attention to the hor-
rors of Jewish suffering during the Nazi
Holocaust. "Jewish Lives Matter!" At the
same time, he was a champion of the human
rights of suffering and oppressed people
around the world.

On July 8, the day after the Dallas shoot-
ings, Baton Rouge police officer Montrell
Jackson, 32, an African-American and one of
three officers slain in the July 17 ambush, left
the world this moving message: "I'm tired
physically and emotionally. ... I swear to God
I love this city, but I wonder if this city loves
me. In uniform I get nasty hateful looks and
out of uniform some consider me a threat.

"I've experienced so much in my short life
and these last three days have tested me to the
core. ... I personally want to send prayers out
to everyone directly affected by this tragedy.
These are trying times. Please don't let hate
infect your heart."

Every Catholic knows from the life, death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ that all lives

matter. However, a hasty assertion of this uni-
versal truth obscures the sad truth that people
of color have often not been included as a
part of "all lives."

Tragically, this goes back to the Declaration
of Independence that makes no mention of
people of color because Thomas Jefferson's
tortured, complex and contradictory para-
graph on the "buying," "owning" and "sell-
ing" of free human beings was deleted from
the final draft.

Moral leadership in action: We need this
not only from the sitting and future president
of the United States. We need it from every
citizen. We need it from law enforcement,
gun legislation supporters, protest groups, the
media, civic and religious leaders, including
the Catholic Church, educators, mental health
specialists, businesses, coaches, parents and
extended families and parish communities.

To provide moral leadership in action, we
must all think, listen, learn, pray and act in
order to exercise what Robert K. Greenleaf
has aptly called "servant leadership."

In a time of the breakdown of a sense of
togetherness among people, there is an acute
need for a new authenticity. The moral

authority needed to bring fragmented factions
together can only come about if those in
diverse positions of leadership are open to an
attitude of genuine service to individuals and
groups holding divergent points of view.

When individuals bring the openness,
understanding, humility and compassion to
their positions of leadership, the potential for
establishing or re-establishing community is
significantly increased. This, in turn, makes it
possible to move toward consensus and con-
version of hearts.

It may be that it is only by committing our-
selves to praying, listening, learning, thinking
and acting in the presence of the Holy Spirit
that we will be able to demonstrate moral
leadership in action as servant leaders show-
ing, without ambiguity, that all lives really do
matter!

Bishop Edward K. Braxton is the bishop of
the Diocese of Belleville, Illinois. His pastoral
letters on the racial divide in the U.S. and on
the Catholic Church and the Black Lives
Matter movement are available at www.dio-
belle.org.

VIOLENCE

La oración de San

Francisco de Asís

Señor, haz de mi un
instrumento de tu paz. Que
allá donde hay odio, yo
ponga el amor.  Que allá
donde hay ofensa, yo
ponga el perdón. Que allá
donde hay discordia, yo
ponga la unión. Que allá
donde hay error, yo ponga
la verdad. Que allá donde
hay duda, yo ponga la fe.
Que allá donde hay deses-
peración, yo ponga la
esperanza.  Que allá donde
hay tinieblas, yo ponga la
luz. Que allá donde hay tris-
teza, yo ponga la alegría.

¡Oh, Divino Maestro! Que
no busque tanto ser conso-
lado, cuanto consolar; ser
comprendido, cuanto com-
prender; ser amado, cuando
amar.  Porque es dándose
como se recibe, es olvidán-
dose de sí mismo como uno
se encuentra a sí mismo, es
perdonando, como se es
perdonado, es muriendo
como se resucita a la vida
eterna.

ORDINATIONS,
NECROLOGY

PRIESTLY ORDINATIONS

SEPTEMBER

2-Fr. Albert Ezeanya (2005)

NECROLOGY

SEPTEMBER

1-Rev. James Delaney, OMI (2007)

2-Rev. Hilarin Lapinski (1994)

4-Rev. John Busch, OMI (2003)

5-Deacon Jesus Mercado (2009)

6-Rev. Vincent Daugintis (1990)

10-Rev. James Franchi (1969)

10-Rev. Leo St. John, OMI (1976)

15-Rev. Peter Vergauwen (2003)

21- Rev. Domingo Estrada (2009)

23-Rev. Herman Valladares (1997)

25-Rev. William Lensing (1978)

26-Rev. William Cadigan, MSC

(1971)

28-Deacon Paul Ramos (1990)

OCTOBER

4-Deacon Thomas Lambdin (1982)

5-Rev. William Meagher, OMI (1970)

7-Rev. Francis Schoutteten, OMI

(2002)

8-Deacon Simón Franco (2008)

12-Deacon Peter Ballaro Jr. (2013)

15-Rev. James Norman, OMI (1987)

21-Deacon Richard Blake (1989)
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(From 7)

You have built this hermitage as a beau-
tiful place where God is honored, and you
also acknowledge that this place cannot
contain God. God is so much bigger,
beyond any walls we could ever build,
beyond dioceses, nations, planets, and
solar systems.

In today’s Gospel, in the conversation
between Jesus and the Samaritan woman,
she brings up the old rivalry between the
Jews and the Samaritans, arguing about
whether God is to be worshipped on Mt.
Zion in Jerusalem, or on Mt. Gerizim in
the north.

Jesus points out to her that in the mes-
sianic age, which has already dawned in
him, the worship of God will not be tied to
a particular place.  From our perspective,
we know that the Risen Lord Jesus has
taken the place of the Jerusalem Temple.

We don’t have to travel to Jerusalem or
Rome or Mt. Athos or Christoval to wor-
ship God.

God is Spirit, and those who worship
him must worship in Spirit and in truth.

Speaking of this holy place, I think it is
beautiful that both of our Carmelite
monasteries have the postal address of
Christoval, Texas.  That name comes from
the original settler of the town,
Christopher Columbus Doty.  The name
Cristobal, or Christopher, means “Christ
bearer.”  What an appropriate expression
of your consecrated life.  You desire to
bear Christ with you.

In St. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, he
uses the image of a building to describe
the Christian community.  He says that
Christ Jesus is the capstone, and through
him the whole structure is held together.

Paul’s words apply very well to this
community of monks here in Christoval:

“In Christ Jesus you are also being built
together into a dwelling place of God in
the Spirit.”

These beautiful buildings, and this won-
derful community, and each of you person-
ally, are to be a dwelling place of God in
the Holy Spirit. That’s your calling.

That brings us to the third jewel — this
contemplative vocation:

When people think of the Carmelite
monks in Christoval, what comes to mind?
Perhaps they think of long beards, brown
robes, incense, bread, or chocolate covered
pecans.

While people might recall such things
when they think of you, none of them cap-
tures the core of what you are about.  The
heart of your charism is contemplation.

In contemplation, the God of love takes
over your life, and brings about a transfor-
mation from your false self into your true
identity – as a beloved child of God.

With the Prophet Elijah, you are able to
say, “The Lord lives, in whose presence I
stand.” (I Kings 17:1)

Contemplation is not the achievement of
a task or something chosen at will.  It is a
gift into which one is drawn.  And by liv-
ing your contemplative vocation, you are
placing yourselves in a posture of silence
and receptivity, opening yourselves to
receive that gift.

Just as the power of the Holy Spirit
came over the Virgin Mary praying alone
in her hidden, silent room in Nazareth, so
you open yourselves to the action of God
in the silent solitude of your cells here.

Thank you for saying yes to this contem-
plative vocation. Thank you for 25 years
of fidelity. And today, on this, your 25th
anniversary, what we on the outside ask of
you is that you embrace it and persevere in
it, for our sake, and the sake of the whole
world.

SOLITUDE

(From 3)

try to appreciate the fact that this
police offi-
cer, or this
African-
American
young man,
is a real
human
being with
family,
love, hopes,
dreams, and
relation-
ships.  This
person is
beloved in
the eyes of
God.  This
is my broth-
er.

We will
do well to
recall the words of Scripture in
Galatians 3:28, where St. Paul says,
“There is neither Jew nor Greek,
there is neither slave nor free, there is
neither male nor female; for you are
all one in Christ Jesus.”  The Church
is the Body of Christ, and as such,
the Church should serve as an instru-
ment of unity and peace in our world.

In the U.S. Catholic Bishops’ 1979
statement on racism, Brothers and
Sisters to Us, it says, “Racism is a
sin; a sin that divides the human fam-
ily, blots out the image of God

among specific members of that fam-
ily, and violates the fundamental
human dignity of those called to be

children of
the same
Father.
Racism is the
sin that says
some human
beings are
inherently
superior and
others essen-
tially inferior
because of
races. It is the
sin that
makes racial
characteris-
tics the deter-
mining factor
for the exer-
cise of human
rights. It

mocks the words of Jesus: “Treat oth-
ers the way you would have them
treat you.” Indeed, racism is more
than a disregard for the words of
Jesus; it is a denial of the truth of the
dignity of each human being revealed
by the mystery of the Incarnation.”

We need God’s help in confronting
racism and inequality.  Please join me
in praying for unity and peace in our
society.  The Prayer of St. Francis of
Assisi is particularly appropriate for
our current situation.

Prayer of 
St. Francis of Assisi

Lord, make me an instrument of your
peace.  Where there is hatred, let me sow
love; where there is injury, pardon; where
there is doubt, faith; where there is despair,
hope; where there is darkness, light; where
there is sadness, joy.

O, Divine Master, grant that I may not so
much seek to be consoled as to console; to
be understood as to understand; to be loved
as to love.  For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; it is
in dying that we are born to eternal life.

BISHOP PATTERSON
(From 10)

And while you’re gone. And until you return? 
While we should certainly, constantly pray

for the safety of our loved ones and others,
praying that they can go to the store and
back to round up a few items for dinner
without fear of death only serves to exhibit
the insanity of who we have been forced to
become because of the unpredictable vicious-
ness of those who would harm us.

How do we protect them against that? How
do we assure our children that everything
will be all right when deep down inside we
worry that it just may not be all right. We are
repeatedly told that terrorist attacks will
become increasingly commonplace in our
country. With that news, how, then, do we
instill confidence anymore, in anyone, any-
where?

Feebly, all I could think of to say when
pressed for a solution on that dark morning-
after in Dallas was only this: Change the
world directly in front of you. 

We’ve heard this for eons, from throwing
starfish back into the ocean one at a time, to
Mother Teresa’s ‘Do small things with great
love.’ This is not a new concept, but it was
all I had.

So, that — make an impact in the world
just ahead of you. Affect someone in a posi-
tive, memorable, loving way. Focus on the
positive change you can bring.

This is not rocket science. It’s simply what
we are all called to do.

And pray that your loved one’s milk run

goes without incident.
We can’t change the big world, only our

little one. But if enough little ones change,
maybe one day, the little worlds that our
grandchildren and our great-grandchildren
live in will be better for it. Maybe what we
can do directly in front of us today and
tomorrow we will never even know about.
And maybe it just all seems pointless. 

But what if it isn’t pointless? What if these
little changes we can bring are actually a part
of a historic change for those who will no
longer have to worry about going to the
store? Or to church. Or anywhere. Just
because we won’t be able to see the results
of our work doesn’t mean we shouldn’t do it.

Peace, as Mother Teresa said, begins with
a smile.

WYD
(From 13)

adults.”
Under the leadership of Sister Adelina and Ruiz,

Bishop Sis said the organizing team did a fantastic
job of planning and carrying out the event. The
emcees did a professional, fun job of animating
the crowd and building up a spirit of active partici-
pation, and the live video link with pilgrims in
Poland was exciting. It helped show concretely
that the gathering was connected spiritually to the
event with Pope Francis in Krakow.

“The Knights of Columbus provided lunch for
the entire crowd as an expression of hope in the
young adults of our diocese,” Bishop Sis said.



(From 11)

of people.  In this sense, the United States
of America is a Christian nation, not
because all citizens must be Christians but
because the Church is the best teacher of
that Natural Law with its Cardinal Virtues
and Natural Rights common to all people.
It is the Church that best assures that what
C.S. Lewis calls the "middle element" in a
person will be able to control the appetites
and allow reason to lead each person to
truth.  As John Adams, one of our found-
ing fathers and the second President of the
United States said, "Our Constitution was
made only for a moral and religious peo-
ple.  It is wholly inadequate to the govern-
ment of any other."  And Benjamin Rush,
a signer of the Declaration of
Independence said, "The only foundation
for a useful education in a republic is to
be aid in religion.  Without this there can
be no virtue, and without virtue there can
be no liberty, and liberty is the object and
life of all republican governments.
Without religion, I believe that learning
does real mischief to the morals and prin-
ciples of mankind."    

This is what G.K. Chesterton meant
when he said that America is a nation with
the soul of a Church.  In our common life
as citizens of the United States of
America, the Church is that "middle ele-
ment" that allows our appetites as a peo-
ple to be controlled and allows our reason
to discern truth and have the courage to
follow it. 

The Catholic Church, among all the

Christian communions in this country,
most clearly teaches the presence and effi-
cacy of the Natural Law of Human
Nature.  However, the Catholic Church
recognizes that our ability to know the
right, good, and true is greater than our
ability to live the right, good, and true.
The Catholic Church recognizes the need
to add to the Cardinal Virtues the
Theological Virtues of faith, hope, and
love and the virtue of humility which is
knowing who God is and who we really
are, the virtue that means losing our life in
order to allow Christ to live in us.  

Moreover, as we are taught in the
Catechism of the Catholic Church, the
family is the "domestic Church," the
Church in the home.  As the Catechism
teaches, "Christ chose to be born and
grow up in the bosom of the holy family
of Joseph and Mary.  The Church is noth-
ing other than "the family of God."  From
the beginning, the core of the Church was
often constituted by those who had
become believers 'together with all [their]
household.'  When they were converted,
they desired that 'their whole household'
should also be saved.  These families who
became believers were islands of
Christian life in an unbelieving world."
(#1655)  

In our present culture in America, we
live at a time when many of our leaders in
political, social, economic, and education-
al life are denying the Natural Law of
Human Nature, are penalizing the Church
in a variety of ways, and are allowing the
appetite to control reason in the attempt to

make wrong seem right, evil seem good
and what is false seem true.  This is the
time when the Catholic Church is called
by our Lord to be a witness to the Natural
Law of Human Nature that is at the basis
or the rights guaranteed to us in the
Constitution.  These are Natural Rights
because they are given to us by our
Creator, and no government can either
give them to us or take them away from
us.  Moreover, it is a time when we, as
Catholic Christians, are called to proclaim
the Gospel of Jesus Christ as God's
answer to our yearning to not only know
the right, good, and true but also live the
right, good, and true.  

And, at the heart of our vocation in
this time at this place in God's providence,
the Catholic family is called to shine forth

as a beacon of light in our culture as the
domestic Church, the Church in the home,
the heart of the parish Church.  It is in the
home that children learn of Christ and the
virtuous life.  It is the parents who teach
their children about the sacraments and
take them to the parish Church to receive
those sacraments.  It is in the home that
we can be that "middle element" in our
culture, the place where we learn to con-
trol our appetites, live the virtues, and fol-
low our redeemed reason to both know
and live the truth.  

In a word, there is no greater adven-
ture in our culture in America today than
to marry and raise children, living as com-
mitted Catholic Christians in the domestic
Church, the Church in the home.  
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COLLIER

PAZ
(Para 14)

responder a sus necesidades materiales,
también les recuerda lo valiosos que son
para otros.

"Siento que esta es una de las formas
más sencillas en las que se puede llevar
luz, amor y paz al mundo cuando los
días son obscuros", Bandigan escribió en
un ensayo para Pax Christi.

Otras formas de fomentar la paz nos
llaman a reconocer la dignidad que Dios
otorga a cada persona y actuar conse-
cuentemente – sin importar si estamos de
acuerdo con sus acciones o comentarios.

Esta es una forma de ser compasivos,
prudentes y justos. Del mismo modo,
también nosotros estamos llamados a
actuar cuando algo este mal. Al decir la
verdad con caridad y actuar con justicia
podemos proteger a aquellos que son
vulnerables.

Como decían los jóvenes honrados por
Pax Christi, nuestras decisiones reflejan
nuestro esfuerzo en sembrar paz en lugar
de división. Al elegir la paz, hacemos
caso a las palabras de Jesús en el Sermón
de la Montaña: "Bienaventurados los que
trabajan por la paz porque ellos serán lla-
mados hijos de Dios".                                

KNICKERBOCKER

POPCAK
(From 9)

or someone — you’re committed to keeping at arms
length.

Calming down doesn’t mean letting the problem go.  It
means giving yourself a moment to shift out of your
emotional, reactive mindset—in which your only focus is
overpowering the other or running away from them—and
settling into a more receptive, thoughtful mindset, which
allows you to seek ways to work with the other to solve
the problem.  Research shows that pausing even a second
before responding to an offense gives your thinking brain
time to catch up with your emotional brain so that they
can work together to create a solution that both addresses
your hurt feelings and respects both yours and the other’s
dignity.  Saying a quick prayer in your head, “Lord help
me try to understand where this person is coming from”
can be a great way to give your mind, and your heart,
time to catch up with your feelings.  Plus, the grace
you’ll gain for the effort doesn’t hurt either.

When in Doubt, Ask
Sometimes, even after calming down, it can still be

hard to understand why another person acts the way they
do.  That’s why it’s important to ask.  “When you
did/said thus and such, it really hurt my feelings.  But
how were you hoping I’d respond?”  Asking this ques-
tion acknowledges the pain they caused you but allows
you to find a way forward.  Once they tell you what they
were hoping would happen as a result of acting the way
they did, it gives you a way to suggest different, less
offensive things they could do to get this need met next
time.

Culture of Encounter
Pope Francis’ “culture of encounter” is based on the

principle of charitable interpretation.  When we strive to
see that the other person’s behavior isn’t just crazy or
ridiculous, but rather seeks to serve some need or even a
good intention, we can encounter the godly person
behind the irritating behavior. We can begin the process
of creating a godly peace between us and them.

Learn more about Dr. Greg Popcak’s books, Catholic
counseling practice, and More2Life Radio at
www.CatholicCounselors.com

(From 4)

that God has given me moments like these.
Sometimes ordination seems far in the future and at
other times it seems as though it is just around the cor-
ner.  But in the end, this is about following wherever
God leads us, whether that is to ordination or some
other destination.  As long as we faithfully discern
where He is leading us, the outcome will be a blessing.
Since Pat and I first sensed some sort of calling many
years ago, it has been a joy to see God working in our
lives.  We have been gently drawn to the service of
others and have been led to assist with evangelization.
Following Christ’s example however imperfectly has
brought such joy that it is hard not to share it!

I am doing my best to walk the journey that the Lord
has laid out for me.  This journey appears to be leading
me to ordination but in the end God alone knows.  I do
know that Pat and I have been greatly blessed in this
journey.  And now I have three questions for you.
Where is God leading you?  Will you follow Him?
Will you trust Him?  From personal experience, I can
tell you that a heartfelt “yes” makes all the difference.
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(From 16)

something as horrifying as crucifixion?
Why would the Son of God have to endure
not only death, but as Paul eloquently spec-
ifies, “death on a cross”?

The question neatly conduces to the sec-
ond of Rutledge’s points that I should like
to explore, namely, the seriousness of sin.
We live in a time when the human
predicament is regularly denied, explained
away, or ignored. “I’m okay and you’re
okay,” we tell one another, and we bask in
the culture's reassurance that “I am beauti-
ful in every single way.” Despite the mas-
sive counter-evidence from the moral dis-
asters of the last century, we are still
beguiled by the myth of progress: with

just enough technical advancement, psy-
chological insight, and personal liberation,
we will solve our problems. On such a
reading of the human condition, all we
need is a good teacher, a guru with bril-
liant spiritual insights, or a stirring moral
exemplar to stir us to self-actualization.
And if things go wrong, a blithe word of
forgiveness should set them right.

But with this sort of stupidity and super-
ficiality the Bible has no truck. The
Scriptural authors understand sin not so
much as a series of acts, but as a condition
in which we are stuck, something akin to
an addiction or a contagious disease. No
amount of merely human effort could pos-
sibly solve the problem. Rather, some
power has to come from outside of us in

order to clean up the mess; something
awful has to be done on our behalf in
order to offset the awfulness of sin.   

With this Biblical realism in mind, we
can begin to comprehend why the cruci-
fixion of the Son of God was necessary.
The just rapport between God and human
beings could not be re-established either
through our moral effort or with simply a
word of forgiveness. Something had to be
done—and God alone could do it. With
this line of thought, Rutledge comes close
to the much maligned speculation of St.
Anselm of Canterbury, and I should like to
make her brilliant recovery of Anselm the
subject of my next article. In the mean-
time, I can’t urge you more strongly to
pick up her book and read it with care.

BARRON

(From 15)

What I am is pro-cop. I want to see
the courageous men and women on
whose shoulders rest the maintenance of
order in our society be able to do their
jobs without having to carry the weight
of bad-seed colleagues. Far too many of
the rogues have been allowed to skirt
justice out of some misguided fear that,
if they go down, all police will go down.

That's absurd.
I've said it once. I'll say it again: The

criminal justice system in the United
States must hold police officers who
abuse their authority accountable — not
after weeks of paid administrative leave
in the wake of killing unarmed citizens
whom officers say they felt threatened
by, but immediately.

They must wait in jail like the rest of
the men and women who are assured

that they are innocent until proven
guilty. And when videotaped evidence
against them is indisputable, they must
be convicted without hesitation.

Their lives and the lives of their col-
leagues could depend on this.

Greene was an associate editor at
Catholic News Service for nearly 22
years.

GREENE

(From 7)

respected for her care of refugees during frequent periods
of war and famine.

After the bishop of Angers approved their  Rule in 1709,
Jeanne took the religious name of Joan of the Cross. This
was a terrible year of famine, Burns writes, and the Sisters
were caring for over 100 sick people at a time.

In 1715, Jeanne opened the first hospice in Saumur and
soon after that the governor of Annecy and others bought
a large house for Jeanne and her sisters  that soon became
known as Great Providence House.

The years of hard work and the severe mortifications
that Jeanne practiced eventually caught up with her and
she died on August 17, 1736. By the time of her death,
she had founded 12 communities, hospices, and schools. 

She was beatified in 1947 and canonized by Pope John
Paul II in 1982 as St. Jeanne (Joan) of the Cross. He
called Jeanne “a great prodigy of charity” and said that
the Holy Spirit himself led her to see Christ in the poor.
Burns writes that her congregation now has some 400
Sisters working for orphans, old people and the destitute
in France, Madagascar and Sumatra.

Austin-based freelance writer Mary Lou Gibson writes
about the saints for the West Texas Angelus.

SAINTSCHIN
(From 14)

presented with the choice to create peace or division."
Thomas said that he chooses peace by volunteering at hospitals

and soup kitchens, attending the March for Life and rebuilding
houses for those in need.

Caroline Bandigan, another youth also recognized by Pax Christi,
said that solidarity with the most vulnerable in society can be a
response to the negativity around us. She has spent seven years
serving the elderly and people affected by homelessness. By tend-
ing to their material needs, she also reminds them how valuable
they are to others.

"I feel that it's one of the simplest ways to bring light, love and
peace to the world when the days are dark," Bandigan wrote in an
essay for Pax Christi.

Other ways to foster peace call us to recognize people's God-
given dignity and act accordingly, regardless of whether we agree
or disagree with their actions or comments. This is a way to be
compassionate, prudent and fair.

Likewise, we are also called to act when something is wrong. By
telling the truth with charity and acting justly, we can protect those
who are vulnerable.

As the youth honored by Pax Christi said: Our choices reflect our
efforts to sow peace instead of division. By choosing peace we
heed Jesus' words in the Sermon on the Mount: "Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they will be called children of God."
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Farewell, Father

“Fr. Hugh's courageous
battle with cancer is a
model of  Christian hope
and perseverance.  His
positive attitude toward
his struggle is rooted in
his profound, trusting,
personal relationship
with God.  We could all
learn a lot from that.”

-- Bishop 
Michael Sis San Angelo Diocese Bishop Michael Sis celebrated Mass at St. Mary

Star of the Sea Friday, July 8, 2016, honoring the upcoming retirement
of Fr. Wade. Father Wade has served for almost 17 years as Pastor of
St. Mary Star of the Sea in Ballinger, St. James Parish in Bronte, and
Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish in Robert Lee.  Following Mass, a recep-
tion was held for him by the Parish at St. Mary's Parish Center.  Over
300 parishioners were in attendance for the reception. Father Wade,
who will celebrate 40 years of ordination this coming December, was
originally scheduled to retire in December, however, he has been forced
to accept early retirement in order to continue his chemotherapy, as well
as his healing process. Although Father Wade will be retiring as of July
25, 2016, he will continue to be active in the San Angelo Diocese by
helping out where he may be needed.

“When Father Hugh Wade
was assigned to serve at St.
Mary's in Ballinger, it was a
match made in Heaven.
Over the years of  his min-
istry here, he has become an
integral part of  the commu-
nity, among both Catholics
and non-Catholics. At his
retirement dinner, when he
addressed the group gath-
ered there, I was sitting next
to him, so I could see the
crowd's faces as he spoke.  I
saw nothing but intense love
and affirmation in their
faces.  This is the fruit of  a
life well lived.   This is the
result of  a man pouring out
his life in humble and gener-
ous service.” 

-- Bishop Michael Sis

Photos courtesy Celinda Hawkins

The Ballinger Ledger
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