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Espacio de Oración

Oración por los Inmigrantes
por el Obispo Michael Sis

Tom Green County Courthouse, el 25 de junio de 2018

San Angelo, Texas

Señor Dios, te alabamos y te damos gracias por la oportu-
nidad de vivir en libertad en este hermoso país.  Ayúdanos a
ser buenos administradores de tus regalos.

Enciende en nosotros el fuego de tu amor.  Insufla nueva vida
en nosotros.

Ayúdanos a ver los demás seres humanos como tus hijos,
como nuestros vecinos, y como nuestros hermanos y her-
manas.

Sánanos de apatía y corazones endurecidos hacia los que
sufren.

Nos visitas en el disfraz de los migrantes necesitados.  A
medida que buscamos a respetarlos y apreciar su dignidad,
que sea una expresión de nuestro amor por ti.

Ayúdanos a comprender las causas de la migración, sentir
solidaridad con los que emigran, y trabajar por su seguridad y
la justicia.

Oramos por la gente de El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, y
México, para que pongan fin a la violencia de las maras y los
carteles, restauren el orden social, y avancen en la esperan-
za para el futuro de sus países.

Oramos por la liberación de todas las víctimas de la trata de
personas.

Oramos por todos los niños del mundo, para que puedan
heredar un mundo de justicia, de paz, de seguridad, y de ale-
gría.

Oramos por la curación de los niños que han sido traumatiza-
dos:

• por amenazas violentas en sus países de origen,
• por las dificultades y los peligros a lo largo del 
recorrido de inmigrantes, 
• y por la separación de sus padres.

Oramos por los padres que no saben dónde están sus hijos.
Dales esperanza y perseverancia, y ayúdales a reunirse con
sus hijos pronto.

Y si los jóvenes llegan a ser detenidos en la Base Aérea
Goodfellow, ayúdanos a extender la mano a ellos con com-
pasión y hospitalidad.

Ven con ayuda de nuestros senadores y representantes.
A través de la acción de tu Espíritu Santo, ayúdalos a romper
el estancamiento paralizante de sus debates partidistas, para
descubrir nuevos caminos de interés mutuo para una reforma
migratoria comprensiva. 
Orienta el trabajo de todos los encargados de la seguridad
fronteriza y la aplicación de la ley.  Dáles sabiduría y buen
juicio en la realización de sus funciones.

Bendice a las organizaciones humanitarias que vienen a la
ayuda de los migrantes.  Que su trabajo se base en una com-
prensión verdadera de la dignidad de la persona humana.

A través de su gracia divina, que el odio sea superado por el
amor, la venganza pueda dar paso al perdón, y la discordia
pueda ser cambiada para el respeto mutuo.

Ayúdanos a todos a trabajar incansablemente por un mundo
más justo y compasivo.

En tu misericordia, escucha nuestras oraciones humildes.
Dependemos totalmente de ti, que vives y reinas por los sig-
los y los siglos. Amén.

Bishop Sis responds to selection of

Goodfellow AFB as immigrant housing site
West Texas Angelus

SAN ANGELO, TEXAS — On June 25, it
was announced that Goodfellow Air Force Base
in San Angelo had been selected as one of two
military installations in Texas that would house
migrants detained under current immigration
policies. It is expected that those detained at
Goodfellow AFB will be minors who crossed the
border unaccompanied by adult family members.

On June 25, Bishop Sis participated in a
prayer vigil on the steps of the Tom Green
County Courthouse in San Angelo. The purpose
of the vigil was to pray for those families who
have been separated after entering the United
States. While calling for compassion and kind-
ness to the migrants to be detained at the facility,
Bishop Sis offered a prayer for immigrants,
which is reprinted on this page in Spanish and on
the facing page in English.

The new deacons and their wives at the diaconal ordination in Big Spring, June 23. (photo by Alan
Torre/APTorre Photography)

By Deacon Freddy Medina

BIG SPRING — On Saturday, June 23,
Bishop Michael Sis ordained 15 new perma-
nent deacons for the Diocese of San Angelo at
the Dorothy Garrett Coliseum at Howard
College in Big Spring.

The 15 married men completed their dia-
conal formation during a five-year period,
accompanied by their wives, to prepare the
men for ministry in their parishes. The forma-
tion process integrates intellectual, pastoral,
human, and spiritual dimensions toward form-
ing the men in the ministries of word, liturgy,
and charity. During the ceremony, Bishop Sis
placed the Book of the Gospels in the hands of
the newly ordained and said, “Receive the
Gospel of Christ, whose herald you now are.
Believe what you read, teach what you believe,
and practice what you teach.” Thus, the deacon
is entrusted to serve God’s people in commun-
ion with the bishop and his priests.

Please keep the newly ordained permanent
deacons and their families in your prayers as
they begin their ministry. 

In 1968, the permanent diaconate was
restored in the United States as a fully func-
tioning ministry within the Church.  This year
marks the fiftieth anniversary of this restora-
tion. It is also the forty-second anniversary of
the ordination of the first class of permanent
deacons in the Diocese of San Angelo.

If you are interested in learning more about
the permanent diaconate, please contact
Deacon Freddy Medina at fmedina@sanan-
gelodiocese.org or visit https://sanangelodio-
cese.org/diaconal-ministry.

Por Deacon Freddy Medina

BIG SPRING — El sábado 23 de junio, el
Obispo Michael Sis ordenó a 15 hombres como
diáconos permanentes para la Diócesis de San
Ángelo en el Coliseo Dorothy Garrett de Howard
College en Big Spring.

Los 15 hombres casados completaron su for-
mación diaconal tras un período de cinco años
acompañados por sus esposas. El proceso de for-
mación integra las siguientes dimensiones - intelec-
tual, pastoral, humana y espiritual hacia la forma-
ción de los hombres en los ministerios de la pal-
abra, la liturgia y la caridad para servir en sus par-
roquias. Durante la ceremonia, el Obispo Sis
colocó el Evangeliario en las manos de los recién
ordenados y les dijo, "Recibe el Evangelio de
Cristo, cuyo Heraldo ahora eres. Cree lo que lees,
enseña lo que crees, y practica lo que enseñas. "
Así el diácono es encomendado para servir al
pueblo de Dios en comunión con el obispo y sus
sacerdotes.

Por favor mantengan a los recién ordenados
diáconos permanentes y sus familias siempre en
sus oraciones.

El 2018 marca el quincuagésimo aniversario de
la restauración del diaconado permanente en 1968
como un ministerio plenamente funcional dentro de
la Iglesia en los Estados Unidos. También es el
cuadragésimo-segundo aniversario de la orde-
nación de la primera clase de diáconos perma-
nentes en 1976 de la Diócesis de San Ángelo.

Si usted está interesado en aprender más sobre
el diaconado permanente, por favor de comuni-
carse con Diácono Freddy Medina en
fmedina@sanangelodiocese.org o visite
https://sanangelodiocese.org/diaconal-ministry.

Diaconal ordination



By Bishop Michael Sis
Diocese of San Angelo

Summertime can provide
opportunities to do a bit of travel,

see some inter-
esting places,
and learn some-
thing along the
way. Over the
years, I have
discovered some
fascinating and
beautiful places
in our beloved
state. Some of
them serve to

illustrate our rich Catholic history.
In this article, I would like to share
a few little-known treasures around
the state of Texas, with the hope
that some of you might venture to
see them for yourself.

STANTON

Right here in our own diocese,
the 1884 Carmelite Monastery in
Stanton is a well-restored adobe
structure that includes an interpre-
tive and educational center, located
near the parish church of St. Joseph.
This adobe structure was built by
German Catholics who came to
West Texas from Scipio, Kansas.

With its four-foot thick walls, it sur-
vived the highly destructive tornado
of 1938.

MENARD

In the eastern part of our dio-
cese, the town of Menard is rich in
history. You can visit the remains of
the Spanish Presidio San Sabá, once
known as Presidio San Luís de las
Amarillas, a fortress constructed in
1757 to protect Spanish interests in
the area. Also in Menard is the orig-
inal Sacred Heart Church, which
was built in 1870 along the historic
ditch walk. It houses a painting of
the massacre of 1758, when the
Comanches destroyed the mission
church of San Sabá, killing the
Native American parishioners along
with their two Spanish Franciscan
priests, Fathers Alonso de Terreros
and Joseph Santiesteban.

SANANGELO

In downtown San Angelo,
along the Concho River near the
Oakes Street bridge, there is an out-
standing set of new bronze statues
created by sculptor Vic Payne of
Wyoming. They depict the
Venerable Sor María de Jesús de
Ágreda and two Native Americans
of the Jumano tribe, commemorat-

ing the historic beginnings of
Christianity in this area through the
evangelizing activity of this Spanish
mystic in the 1620s.

LLANO

If you are ever driving through
Llano in the Hill Country, stop and
visit Holy Trinity Catholic Church
on Highway 71. Look for a small
plaque on the front side of the
church. It commemorates the fact
that the famous Italian actress
Sophia Loren generously donated
some of her jewelry to help pay for
the construction of the church.

PADRE ISLAND

At the south end of Padre
Island, in Isla Blanca State Park,
there is an impressive statue called
“Christ of the Fishermen.” It is ded-
icated to the brave fishermen who
lost their lives at sea there.

Also on Padre Island is another
statue of tremendous historic impor-
tance for Catholic Texans. The
bronze statue of Father José Nicolás
Ballí is located on Padre Boulevard,
at the east end of the Queen Isabella
Parkway. Padre Island is named
after this priest. The island, known

(Please see BISHOP/21)

Por Obispo Michael Sis
Diócesis de San Ángelo

El verano puede presentar opor-
tunidades para viajar un poco, ver
algunos lugares interesantes, y
aprender algo en el camino. Con los

años, he descu-
bierto algunos
lugares fasci-
nantes y her-
mosos en nue-
stro querido
estado. Algunos
de ellos sirven
para ilustrar
nuestra rica his-
toria Católica.
En este artículo,

me gustaría compartir algunos
tesoros poco conocidos alrededor
del estado de Texas, con la esperan-
za de que algunos de ustedes
pudieran aventurarse a verlos por sí
mismo.

STANTON

Aquí mismo, en nuestra propia
diócesis, el Monasterio de los
Carmelitas de 1884 en Stanton es
una estructura de adobe bien restau-
rada que incluye un centro interpre-
tativo y educativo, que se encuentra
cerca de la iglesia parroquial de San
José. Esta estructura de adobe fue
construida por los Católicos ale-
manes que llegaron al oeste de
Texas de Scipio, Kansas. Con sus

paredes gruesas de cuatro pies,
sobrevivió el tornado destructivo de
1938.

MENARD

En la parte oriental de nuestra
diócesis, la ciudad de Menard es
rica en historia. Se pueden visitar
los restos del Presidio español de
San Sabá, una vez conocido como
Presidio de San Luís de las
Amarillas, una fortaleza construida
en 1757 para proteger los intereses
españoles en el área. También en
Menard se encuentra la iglesia orig-
inal del Sagrado Corazón, que fue
construida en 1870 a lo largo del
histórico paseo de la zanja.
Contiene una pintura de la matanza
de 1758, cuando los Comanches
destruyeron la iglesia misionera de
San Sabá, matando a los feligreses
nativos americanos, junto con sus
dos sacerdotes Franciscanos
españoles, los Padres Alonso de
Terreros y Joseph Santiesteban.

SANANGELO

En el centro de San Angelo, a
lo largo del Río Concho, cerca del
puente de Oakes Street, hay un con-
junto excepcional de nuevas estat-
uas de bronce creadas por el escul-
tor Vic Payne de Wyoming.
Representan a la Venerable Sor
María de Jesús de Ágreda y dos
indígenas de la tribu Jumano, con-
memorando los inicios históricos

del cristianismo en esta área a través
de la actividad evangelizadora de
esta mística española en la década
de 1620.

LLANO

Si alguna vez usted viaja por
Llano en el Hill Country, no deje de
visitar a la Iglesia Católica Sagrada
Trinidad por la carretera 71. Busque
una pequeña placa en la parte
frontal de la iglesia. Se conmemora
el hecho de que la famosa actriz
italiana Sophia Loren donó gen-
erosamente algunas de sus joyas
para ayudar a pagar por la construc-
ción de la iglesia.

PADRE ISLAND

En el extremo sur de Padre
Island, en la Isla Blanca State Park,
hay una impresionante estatua lla-
mada “Cristo de los Pescadores.”
Está dedicada a los valientes
pescadores que perdieron sus vidas
en el mar allí.

También en Padre Island hay
otra estatua de enorme importancia
histórica para los Tejanos Católicos.
La estatua de bronce del Padre José
Nicolás Ballí se encuentra por Padre
Boulevard, al este de Queen
Isabella Parkway. Padre Island lleva
el nombre de este sacerdote. La isla,
conocida como la concesión de la 

(Mira OBISPO/20)

From The Bishop’s Desk

Bishop Sis

Obispo Sis

Sitios históricos Católicos en Texas

Texas Catholic travel tips Prayer for Immigrants
by Bishop Michael Sis

Tom Green County Courthouse, June 25, 2018

San Angelo, Texas

Lord God, we praise you and we thank you for the
chance to live in freedom in this beautiful country.  Help
us to be good stewards of your gifts.

Enkindle in us the fire of your love. Breathe new life in
us.

Help us to see our fellow human beings as your children,
as our neighbors, and as our brothers and sisters.

Heal us from apathy and hardened hearts toward those
who suffer.

You visit us in the disguise of migrants in need.  As we
seek to respect them and appreciate their dignity, may it
be an expression of our love for you.

Help us to understand the causes of migration, to feel
solidarity with those who migrate, and to work for their
safety and justice.

We pray for the people of El Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras, and Mexico, that they may bring an end to
the violence of gangs and cartels, restore social order,
and move forward in hope for the future of their coun-
tries.

We pray for the liberation of all victims of human traffick-
ing.

We pray for all children around the world, that they may
inherit a world of justice, peace, safety, and joy.

We pray for healing of those children who have been
traumatized:

• by violent threats in their home countries,
• by hardships along the dangerous immigrant
journey,
• and by separation from their parents.

We pray for parents who do not know where their chil-
dren are. Give them hope and perseverance, and help
them to be reunited with their children soon.

And if young people come to be detained at Goodfellow
Air Force Base, help us to reach out to them in compas-
sion and hospitality.

Come to the assistance of our senators and representa-
tives.
Through the action of your Holy Spirit, help them to
break through the paralyzing impasse of their partisan
debates, to discover new common ground for compre-
hensive immigration reform.

Guide the work of all those entrusted with border securi-
ty and law enforcement.  Give them wisdom and good
judgment in carrying out their duties.

Bless the humanitarian organizations who come to the
aid of migrants.  May their work be based on a true
understanding of the dignity of the human person.

Through your divine grace, may hatred be overcome by
love, may revenge give way to forgiveness, and may dis-
cord be changed to mutual respect.

Help us all to work untiringly toward a more just and
compassionate world.

In your mercy, hear our humble prayers.
We depend completely on you, who live and reign forev-
er and ever.  Amen.

The Prayer Square
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July 2018

1 MIDKIFF, St. Thomas, Feast Day of St.

Thomas Mass at 10:30 a.m.

6 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral

Center, Liturgical Commission meeting

at 10:00 a.m.

17 MIDLAND, San Miguel, Presbyteral

Council meeting at 12:00 noon 

19 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral

Center, Priest Personnel Board meeting

at 10:15 a.m.

21 SAN ANGELO, Holy Angels, 50th

Anniversary of Catholic Charismatic

Renewal

22-24NEW ORLEANS, LA, National

Diaconate Conference

25 SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat

Center, Parish Staff Development Day

28 SANDERSON, St. James, Annual

Parish Festival, then Confirmation and

Installation Mass at 5:00 p.m.

29 FORT STOCKTON, Our Lady of

Guadalupe Parish, St. Agnes campus,

Installation Mass at 10:00 a.m.

29 SAN ANGELO, Sacred Heart Cathedral,

SEARCH Christian Community

Weekend Closing Mass

August 2018

1-3 NEW MEXICO, Pilgrimage with dioce-

san seminarians

3-5 ODESSA, St. Mary, vocations discern-

ment retreat

5 ODESSA, clergy and youth kickball

game at 6:30 p.m.

8 SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat

Center, Region X Youth Ministers meet-

ing

11 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral

Center, meeting with diocesan Cursillo

leaders at 10:00 a.m.

12 SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat

Center, Mass with deacon retreat at

11:00 a.m.

16 SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat

Center, Early Ministry program at 1:00

p.m.

18 BIG SPRING, Holy Trinity Parish,

Installation Mass at 5:00 p.m.

19 ST. LAWRENCE, St. Lawrence Church,

Mass at 10:30 a.m.

19 SAN ANGELO, School safety communi-

ty prayer event at 7:00 p.m.

24 ODESSA, St. Mary, Central Catholic

School, Mass at 10:00 a.m.

31-Sept. 3 Nuevo Casas Grandes, Mexico,

Tex-Mex Border Bishops’ meeting

Bishop’s Calendar

July 2018

1 Small Town Teen ACTS Retreat

2 Heart of Mercy Prayer Group

4 CKRC Offices Closed

5-8 Girls’ Chrysalis

9 Heart of Mercy Prayer Group

14 Deacon Inquiry

16 Heart of Mercy Prayer Group

18 Staff Mass

19-22Boys’ Chrysalis

23 Heart of Mercy Prayer Group

25 Parish Staff Development Day

26-29Women’s Walk to Emmaus

30 Heart of Mercy Prayer Group

August 2018

2-5 Men’s Walk to Emmaus

6 Heart of Mercy Prayer Group

7-10 Region 10 Youth Ministry

10-12DOSA Deacons’ Annual Retreat #1

13 Heart of Mercy Prayer Group

16-17Bishop Sis Early Ministry Meeting

17-19Engaged Encounter

19 Natural Family Planning

20 Heart of Mercy Prayer Group

23 Staff Mass & Lunch

27 Heart of Mercy Prayer Group

27 Deacon Quarterly

Christ the King Retreat Center

July 

2 Deacon Floyd Frankson (1992)

2 Rev. Bernard Degan, CM (2001)

4 Rev. Msgr. Charles Dvorak (1963)

5 Rev. Ray Wilhelm, OMI (2006)

10 Rev. Emil J. Gerlich (1969)

19 Rev. Msgr. Andrew Marthaler (1984)

22 Most Rev. Thomas J. Drury (1992)

25 Deacon Abel Campos (2002)

26 Deacon José Rosales (2000)

August

7 Rev. Andrew DeMuth (1969)

10 Rev. Michael Barbarossa, OFM

(1981)

12 Rev. Ted McNulty (2006)

14 Rev. Bernard Binversie (1992)

15 Rev.. Sam Homsey, CPPS (2004) 

19 Rev. Msgr. Arnold A. Boeding (1989)

21 Deacon William Callan (1988)

21 Deacon Encinencio Samaniego

(2008)

22 Rev. Charles Larue (2005)

23 Rev. Raymond Gallagher (2010)

23 Deacon Eufracio Hernandez (1998)

23 Rev. Charles A. Knapp (1978)

28 Deacon Mario Calderón (1998)

29 Rev. Msgr. Francis X. Frey (2014)

Necrology of Priests and Deacons

Please pray for our departed clergy

New chairman named for Hermanamiento partnership with Honduran dioceses
MIDLAND — Father Bala Anthony Govindu has

been appointed by Bishop Michael Sis as the new
Chairman of the Diocesan Partnership Team for the
Hermanamiento, effective July 2, 2018. He is also the
new pastor of St. Joseph’s Parish in San Angelo. Father
Govindu replaces Msgr. Larry Droll, who has served in
the capacity since the inception of the Hermanamiento
in 2001.

The Hermanamiento is the missionary partnership
of the four dioceses of San Pedro Sula and La Ceiba in
Honduras and Tyler and San Angelo in Texas. Each of
these dioceses has a Partnership Team to encourage and
facilitate relationships among the dioceses, as urged by
Saint Pope John Paul II in the 1999 Apostolic
Exhortation The Church in the Americas.

Father Govindu has experience as a missionary,
given that part of his seminary formation was with the
Mill Hill Fathers religious order. He was ordained as a
priest of the Diocese of San Angelo on Jan. 3, 2015.
Recently, he has been parochial vicar at St. Joseph and
St. Anthony parishes in Odessa, parishes which have
long had a relationship with the parish Exaltación de la
Santa Cruz in Baracoa, Honduras. Father Govindu trav-
eled there last year to meet with priests and people of
that parish. He also met the Bishop of the Diocese of
San Pedro Sula, Most Rev. Angel Garachana, and visit-
ed the Basilica of Our Lady of Suyapa, the title by
which Mother Mary is known as patroness of
Honduras. 

Msgr. Larry Droll has been encouraging a new gen-
eration of leadership in the Diocesan Partnership Team.
He first went to Honduras in 2000, as a guest of Fr.
Tom Goekler, MM, who was working in the barrio of
Chamelecón at the time. In 2001, after leading a group
of eighteen people from St. Ambrose Parish in Wall on
a mission trip to Chamelecón, Msgr. Droll was involved
in the meetings establishing the Hermanamiento among

the Dioceses of San
Pedro Sula, Tyler, and
San Angelo. The
Diocese of La Ceiba
resulted from the more
recent division of San
Pedro Sula into two dio-
ceses.

Msgr. Droll has
worked with a team from
the Diocese of San
Angelo; this group meets
annually with their coun-
terparts in one of the
four dioceses. He has
also sponsored partner-
ships between St.
Ambrose Parish in Wall
and the ministries of Fr.
Tom Goekler in
Honduras and between
St. Ann’s Parish in
Midland and the parish
of Santísima Trinidad in
Chamelecón in
Honduras. He says that
“involvement in this
missionary activity
responds to the call of
Jesus; the encounter with
Catholics in other cul-
tures engenders a new
depth of faith in those
who visit one another; and we can engage in prayer for
one another and in common pastoral projects.” He
hopes to see the Hermanamiento relationships with the
other three dioceses continue for a long time.

Bishop Sis noted that this partnership of solidarity
“is a very important part of the mission awareness of
the Diocese of San Angelo, and I want it to continue to
bear good fruit.”
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New basic and advanced formation courses beginning this summer
West Texas Angelus

SAN ANGELO — New cycles
of the Basic and the Advanced
Formation processes will begin
soon. Catechists, men and women
serving in Church-related min-
istries, and other Catholics who
want to learn more about the faith
are invited to enroll in the two-
year formation programs offered
by the San Angelo Diocesan
Office of Evangelization and
Catechesis.  

Basic Formation begins on
August 25, 2018, with a focus on
Ministry. These sessions are held
at the McNease Convention
Center in San Angelo from 8:45
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The cost is $15

per person per session. 
Advanced Formation begins

on September 29, 2018, with a
session on Church History. The
Advanced Formation sessions will
be held at St. Francis of Assisi
Parish in Abilene from 8:45 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m. The cost of each ses-
sion is $15. Certificates in
Advanced Formation require suc-
cessful completion of Basic
Formation.

More information on Basic
and Advanced Formation is avail-
able by contacting the Office of
Evangelization at 325-651-7500 or
evangelizationcatechesis@sanan-
gelodiocese.org. 

BASIC FORMATION

McNease Convention Center

San Angelo

8:45 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.

YEAR ONE (2018–2019)

Aug. 25, 2018 Ministry

Sept. 22, 2018 Personhood 1

Oct. 6, 2018 Personhood 2

Nov. 3, 2018 Spirituality 1

Dec. 1, 2018 Spirituality 2

Jan. 19, 2019 Spirituality 3

Feb. 2, 2019 Hebrew Scripture 1

March 9, 2019 Hebrew Scripture 2

April 6, 2019 Hebrew Scripture 3

April 27, 2019 Hebrew Scripture 4

YEAR TWO (2019–2020)

Aug. 17, 2019 Christian Scripture 1

Sept. 7, 2019 Christian Scripture 2

Oct. 5, 2019 Christian Scripture 3

Nov. 2, 2019 Christology 1

Dec. 7, 2019 Christology 2

Jan. 18, 2020 Church 1

Feb. 1, 2020 Church 2

March 7, 2020 Sacraments 1

April 4, 2020 Sacraments 2

April 25, 2020 Retreat

ADVANCED FORMATION

St. Francis of Assisi Parish

Abilene

8:45 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.

YEAR ONE (2018–2019)

Sept. 29, 2018 Church History 1

Oct. 13, 2018 Church History 2

Nov. 10, 2018 Liturgy

Jan. 12, 2019 Morality 1

March 2, 2019 Morality 2

YEAR TWO (2019–2020)

Sept. 28, 2019 Mary, Saints, and Angels

Oct. 12, 2019 Scripture 1

Nov. 9, 2019 Scripture 2

Jan. 11, 2019 Scripture 3

Feb. 29, 2020 Social Justice

Photo: participants in the 2016-2018 basic formation
process at St. Francis, Abilene (courtesy photo)

Catholic leaders are seen in a breakout session May 16 during the National Young Adult Ministry
Summit at the St. John Paul II National Shrine in Washington. (CNS photo/Tyler Orsburn)

Young adult ministry leaders share

lessons learned at national summit
West Texas Angelus

The Diocese of San Angelo was invited
to attend a young adult summit in
Washington, D.C., May 17–19, 2018. Lisa
Martinez, campus minister from UTPB,
Odessa College and Midland College;
Alison Pope, Director of Religious
Education from St. Ann in Midland; and
Sister Adelina Garcia, OSF, Associate
Director of the Office of Evangelization
and Catechesis, attended.

The National Young Adult Ministry
Summit involved around 130 participants
from dioceses across the country discussing
how best to reach out to young adults, a
demographic that is not always the most
involved in the Church.

Pope acknowledged that there was no
“silver bullet” proposed at the summit that
would solve the problems the Church has
seen in regard to young adult outreach, but
is excited that the topic is being discussed.
“I believe it started a much needed, and
overdue, conversation,” she said. “I am
eager to see how this ongoing conversation

plays out as we look to Pope Francis’
Synod, the national dialogue, Encuentro,
and the other components at play.”

“The Catholic Church is losing young
people at an alarming rate because we have
failed to listen,” Pope concluded. “If we
want our Church to continue to be vibrant,
we must begin engaging all ages, especially
the young people.”

Martinez said that “it was a privilege
and blessing to attend the National Young
Adult Ministry Summit,” noting that all
attendees were interested in working to
bring young adults “into a living relation-
ship with Christ and his Church, so that
they become lifelong disciples.”

“I felt quite hopeful that so many
bright, talented and determined people are
serving the Church in this way,” she said.

Garcia was eager to bring what she had
learned back to West Texas. “We are very
grateful for the opportunity to attend and
the scholarship that we received to make
this possible,” she said. “We plan to contin-
ue the conversation and plan to grow our
ministry in our diocese.”
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600 Catholic institutions declare support for Paris climate agreement

By Dennis Sadowski 
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — Caring for cre-
ation goes hand-in-hand with the mission
of helping retreat-goers connect with
God at the Jesuit Retreat House in
Parma, Ohio.

The center's tree-enshrouded grounds
that filter the sound of nearby traffic in
the middle of Cleveland's largest suburb
offer a home for wildlife and a respite
for those seeking a quiet place to pray
and reflect about God in their life.

"The beauty of these grounds and the
care of these grounds is our responsibili-
ty," Rick Krivanka, executive director at
the retreat house, told Catholic News
Service June 18, the third anniversary of
the release of Pope Francis' encyclical on
care of the earth, Laudato Si', on Care
for Our Common Home.

"I believe every act we take in terms
of care for the earth, even countless acts

that are never seen, make a difference,"
he said, in explaining the retreat house's
support for the newly released Catholic
Climate Declaration.

Made public on the encyclical's
anniversary, the declaration serves as a
moral call to action on the environment
and urges President Donald Trump to
return the United States to the Paris cli-
mate change agreement.

Trump announced June 1, 2017, that
the U.S. would withdraw from the agree-
ment, which had been signed by every
nation. With the withdrawal, the U.S. is
the only country not party to the agree-
ment.

About 600 Catholic institutions had
signed the declaration, said Dan Misleh,
executive director of the Catholic
Climate Covenant, which developed the
statement and released it during a June
18 teleconference.

Archdioceses and dioceses, colleges
and universities, schools, health care

institutions and religious communities
are among the organizations that had
signed the declaration.

The Diocese of San Angelo is among
the signatories.

The effort stems from the We Are
Still In effort that finds tribal leaders,
government officials and organizations
committing to address climate issues and
following the Paris agreement despite the
planned U.S. withdrawal.

"For the Catholic community we
believe the global problem of climate
change demands action, including global
action. It is a shame that the United
States is the only country to withdraw
from global dialogue," Misleh said.

The declaration opens by saying the
institutions signing it "declare that we are
still in on actions that meet the climate
goals outlines in the Paris agreement."

It describes climate change as a
moral issue "because it compromises the
future of our common home, threatens
human life and human dignity and adds
to the hardships already experienced by
the poorest and most vulnerable people
both at home and abroad."

The declaration also quotes Laudato
Si' and the U.S. bishop's 2001 document
Global Climate Change: A Please for
Dialogue, Prudence and the Common
Good in calling for the U.S. to return to
the Paris agreement.

Bishop Richard E. Pates of Des
Moines, Iowa, whose diocese was one of
37 to join the declaration, said during the
teleconference that Pope Francis set the
tone for action on climate change.

The bishop said his fellow bishops
found Trump's decision "deeply disturb-
ing."

"Our hope would be that he would
reverse that, that the involvement of all
the nations of the world can have a very
significant impact, particular in carbon
emissions," he said.

Individuals can join the institutions
that signed the declaration in response to
Pope Francis' call in his encyclical,
Bishop Pates said, adding, "It's a critical
question and all of us need to independ-
ently move if our government doesn't."

Other speakers on the teleconfer-

(Please see CLIMATE/21)

San Angelo Diocese is among the signatories

to the Catholic Climate Declaration

Lady in Blue destroys, rewrites her work, has her story investigated

When King Philip IV of Spain heard
about Sor María’s masterful work, The
Mystical City of God, he asked the mother
abbess for a copy. Philip submitted it to
several eminent theologians who praised
it, which moved the king to ask Mother
Ágreda to become his advisor, not only in
matters of soul, but also for his role of
governing the state. For the next twenty-
two years the two corresponded weekly.
He submitted to her his questions — she
sent him answers. Truly this correspon-
dence shows Mother Ágreda was a
woman of great intellectual capacity as
well as of an extensive psychic ability,
and filled with the gift of wisdom of the
Holy Spirit. When I was in Ágreda, I
reviewed many of these letters between
her and the king.

In the absence of her regular confes-
sor and spiritual advisor, she suddenly and
sadly was given a special assignment by
her new director, who ordered her to burn
the volumes of Mystical City of God that
had cost her many years to write. He said
that a woman was not to write on such
sublime matters as the Mystical City. He
put her under obedience to burn the man-
uscript that required eight years of pain-
staking effort. But out of obedience, she
complied and it all went up in smoke.
Imagine the great frustration, the emotion-
al and psychological stress, the confusion
she felt — but in obedience she complied.
When her original spiritual advisor, Father
De la Torre returned, he reprimanded her
for following an unjust order without
seeking further guidance and issued her a
new order: to rewrite The Mystical City of
God. As you can imagine, all of this
caused much even greater stress in the life

of Sor María, which caused
her to become ill. In my
mind, this surely contributes
for us to call her a saint of
God. At the same time there
were many disturbances of
the religious under her
charge. However, after much
trial and disappointment, she
eventually re-wrote The
Mystical city of God. At the
same time, she was doing
other writings — her diary
about her paranormal mirac-
ulous travels to the new
world, her visits to the
Jumanos and other indige-
nous people from 1620 to
apparently 1631. Sadly,
much of her diary has been
lost.

Under obedience to
rewrite this magnificent
work, which features metic-
ulous details of the child-
hood of Jesus, Sor María
was surely influenced by the
Holy Spirit with knowledge
and wisdom beyond the nor-
mal and natural. In this mas-
terful work, three of the major doctrines
she profounded — the immaculate con-
ception, the assumption and papal infalli-
bility — did eventually become Church
dogma. She also proposed the teaching
accepted by many bishops and theolo-
gians around the world that the Virgin
Mary is mediatrix and co-redemptress
with Christ in our salvation. This in no
way meant she was the very equal to
Christ, but that no one shared in our sal-
vation by Christ as much as Mary. Then
there are other details that Mary related
concerning Christ’s passion, resurrection
and ascension. When making the
renowned movie The Passion of the
Christ, Mel Gibson reviewed her writing
about the Passion of Christ.

Sor María completed the second ver-
sion of the four volumes of The Mystical
City of God in 1660, in only three years’
time and five years less than the first ver-
sion had taken. The last three years she
lived in meditation and contemplation
during which time she reached the pinna-
cle of perfection in holiness. Seven of the
great universities in Spain and 17 other
universities and colleges in Europe hailed
her mystical writings with great enthusi-
asm.  However, the Sorbonne found fault
with it.

At first her masterful work was placed
on the index of forbidden books, but out
of all the controversy, her book was final-
ly confirmed in 1681 when Pope Innocent
XI decreed that The Mystical City of God

was to be freely circulated among clergy
and laity. Seven other popes gave appro-
bation to this great work. No book other
than the Bible has received so many
imprimaturs.

As we await the formal process of Sor
María’s beatification and canonization to
move forward, there are new studies of
this monumental text, The Mystical City
of God, and her other writings. She wrote
fourteen books, among them her diary
about a first account of one of history’s
most intensive paranormal experiences —
eleven years of continuous non-physical
intercontinental transportation — written
at the time of her journeys to the New 

(Please see LADY IN BLUE/22)

A complete copy of a 1698 Spanish edition of The Mystical City of God on display during the Marian
Conference, May 18–20 in San Angelo. (Angelus photo)

Editor’s Note: This text below was adapted
from Bishop Emeritus Michael Pfeifer’s
talk on the Lady in Blue from the Marian
Conference, presented on May 19, 2018, in
San Angelo. This is a continuation of his
presentation, the first part of which
appeared in last month’s issue.
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Statue in Hobbs
West Texas Angelus

Some of the faithful from the Diocese of San
Angelo have been asking about the recent devel-
opments at Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic
Church in Hobbs, New Mexico. Many have
observed what appear to be tears streaming
down the face of the statue. Some people from
our parishes have traveled to pray there.

The bishop of the Diocese of Las Cruces has
begun an official investigation into the phenome-
non, following the standard norms of the
Church, in order to discern the cause.  The liquid
has been sent for laboratory chemical analysis,
and eyewitness interviews are being conducted.
The Church will seek to identify the spiritual
fruits of the phenomenon.

This investigation will take a considerable
amount of time.  In the meantime, visits are
allowed, since they have not yet found any irreg-
ularities or abuses associated with the statue.

Making a visit to any Catholic Church for
the purpose of prayer is an opportunity to open
our hearts to the grace of God and to seek his
holy will in our lives.

Evangelization Office hires new associate director
West Texas Angelus

SAN ANGELO — The Diocese
of San Angelo’s Office of
Evangelization and Catechesis has
hired a new Associate Director. Sister
Joyce Detzel started on July 1 and
joins Sister Hilda Marotta, Sister
Adelina Garcia, and Sara Dube in the
office.

She will work in the areas of
evangelization and catechesis, youth
and young adult ministry, and cam-
pus ministry. She will also help with
the office’s plans to expand their
family life ministry services. 

An Ohio native, Detzel grew up
in a small German farming commu-
nity, which she sees as a connection
with the area of the Diocese of San
Angelo that she will now serve. A
graduate of the University of Dayton,
she holds degrees in religious studies,
theology, and jurisprudence.

Most recently serving for five
and a half years as the vocation
director for the Congregation of

Divine Providence, which currently
has eight women in formation, Detzel
brings a wide variety of experience
to the job. She has at various times
worked as an attorney, university
instructor, campus minister, and
helped to bring the first national
expansion of the Tahirih Justice
Center to Houston.

After her term as vocation direc-
tor had concluded, Detzel prayed
about the next steps in her life, hop-
ing to discern where her varied tal-
ents could be put to use. Knowing
that her congregation has historically
had ties to the Diocese of San
Angelo, this was the first place she
looked. There are three other
Congregation of Divine Providence
sisters serving in the diocese: Sister
Marjorie Filler, Sister Kate
Fitzgerald, and Sister Elsa Garcia.

Deztel will waste no time in get-
ting to work, as she will be helping
with the Basic and Advance
Formation courses beginning later
this summer.

Editor’s Note: Next month’s Angelus

will feature a more in-depth introduction

to Sister Joyce Detzel.

Sister Joyce Detzel, CDP (Angelus photo)



By Mary Lou Gibson

We know them as Saints Anne and Joachim, the parents of
the Blessed Virgin. Neither of them is ever mentioned in the
New Testament. Richard McBrien writes in Lives of the
Saints that the belief they were the father and mother of the

Blessed Virgin Mary is based on the Gospel
of James, written about the year 170. This is
an unreliable, second-century apocryphal
document that was popular in the Middle
Ages. The names of Anne and Joachim have
been assigned to them on the strength of tra-
dition, according to Rodney Castleden, writ-
ing in The Book of Saints. Anne was said to
have been born in Nazareth and married
Joachim probably at the age of 20.

The story that has been passed down
through the ages portrays the couple as old
and childless. This caused them much

unhappiness and they were publicly reproached. Omer
Englebert writes in Lives of the Saints that among the Jews,
being childless was the worst ignominy. At times, Joachim’s
offerings he brought to the temple were refused.

Joachim went into the desert to fast and pray and Anne,
still at home, prayed for a child. An angel appeared to
Joachim and promised the couple a child. According to
McBrien, Anne was also visited by an angel while at home
who told her she would conceive and bear a child — and that
the child would become famous. McBrien writes that Joachim
rushed home to find his wife at the city gate to meet him.
This scene at the Golden Gate in Jerusalem has been a
favorite subject of Christian artists. In answer to their prayers,
Mary was born and was dedicated to God at a very early age.  

Rev. Clifford Stevens writes in The One Year Book of
Saints that Anne attracted a lot of attention from artists and is
often shown in paintings with Jesus and Mary and is honored
in many churches, shrines, and feast day celebrations.

The Emperor Justinian I built a church in honor of St.
Anne in Constantinople in the sixth century. Relics and pic-
tures of her in Rome date from the eighth century. Joachim
became a saint by virtue of being the husband of St. Anne and
the father of the Blessed Virgin, according to Tessa Paul,
writing in the Complete Illustrated Encyclopedia of Saints.
Pope Gregory XV (1554-1623) gave him status as a saint and
their shared feast day is July 26.

The feast of Saints Anne and Joachim was first observed
in the East toward the end of the sixth century and was gener-
ally kept in the West in the mid 14th century.

St. Anne has two great shrines — Ste. Anne d’Auray in
Britanny, France, and Ste. Anne de Beaupré near Quebec in
Canada. St. Anne’s cult is especially strong in Canada and she
is the country’s patron saint, along with Joseph (March 19).

According to the Catholic News Agency (www.catholic-
newsagency.com), Saints Joachim and Anne have been a part
of the Church’s liturgical calendar for many centuries. In
Eastern Catholic churches, their intercession is invoked by
the priest at the end of each Divine Liturgy. 

St. Anne is the patron of childless women, expectant
mothers and home makers. St. Joachim is the protector of
grandparents. St. Anne’s Church in Lawrenceville, NJ, has a
place on its grounds honoring Saints Anne and Joachim called
“a grandparents’ garden.”

Mary Lou Gibson writes about the saints for the West
Texas Angelus from her home in Austin.

Speaking of Saints

Grandparents of Jesus,
not mentioned in Bible,

owe sainthood to tradition

Gibson
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Youth from the Diocese of San Angelo at the Steubenville Lone Star Conference. The conference was held in
Irving, TX, June 22–24. (courtesy photo)

Guest Column

Journeying from jail to Jesus
By Joan Schwartz

A treasured now-religious friend told me she
used to be involved in satanic rituals. Devil wor-
shipping? Someone I know? She wants to lead to
God a certain friend who was also involved in
satanic rituals. She said if he
won't be led to God, she
won't have anything to do
with him. I was honored this
special friend asked me to
stand beside her as she joy-
ously received her sacraments
recently. I could not have
been more proud of anyone
as we stood together before
God inside the prison where
she is incarcerated for drug
addiction. 

As a second dear imprisoned friend begged,
"Can I go to Confession???? Can I go to
Confession????" I had never heard anyone come
even close to this level of eagerness to receive the
sacrament of reconciliation during my entire 53-
year life as a Catholic. Afterwards, she exclaimed,
"I love Jesus!" 

A third example of faith in action while incar-
cerated was at my first Adoration in prison. As a
lot of the teenaged girls were kneeling in front of
the monstrance, many kept their heads to the floor.
I will never forget their reverence, and this was
one of the most beautiful Adorations I have ever
witnessed. Of all the Adorations I have attended in
my life, this was the first time I had seen anyone,
adult or teen, with head to the floor.

In my short time in prison ministry at the
Texas Juvenile Justice Department Ron Jackson
State Juvenile Correctional Complex in
Brownwood, I have had countless first-time expe-
riences such as these. I had never before encoun-
tered a religious thirst quite like this in anyone,
adult or teen. Growing up in loving, secure
Catholic homes, we sometimes take many things,

including our faith, for granted; these teenaged
imprisoned girls take nothing for granted, likely
because most of them have nothing. Furthermore,
they are so very appreciative of everything they
receive, constantly expressing their thanks.

How did I end up in this beautiful ministry?
Quite by accident! The only reason I signed up to
do this last fall was because I think the world of a
friend who is involved with the Ministry of the
Third Cross (MOTC) Catholic prison ministry,
and I knew volunteers were needed. I actually had
no interest in prison ministry. I simply wanted to
help a friend. That was it. Period. Before I started,
I honestly regretted committing to this, as I was
positive I would have nothing in common with the
incarcerated, whom I had stereotyped as hardened
inmates. I could not have been more wrong! The
first time I went there, I left my heart behind, and
it has stayed there ever since! I always cannot wait
to return! It has become, by far, my most impor-
tant ministry. I will always think of them as “my
girls.”

We go to the detention center the first
Saturday of every month. In October, we do a
three-day retreat much like an ACTS retreat. In
the spring, we do a one-day retreat. Attendance by
the MOTC volunteers is completely flexible.
Volunteers can participate multiple times a year or
one time a year, as it is totally up to them. It truly
is an ideal volunteer activity, as it revolves around
each volunteer's available time. Furthermore, our
volunteers do not have to be Catholic. One of our
most amazing volunteers is not Catholic.

As an example of a one-time volunteer, my
20-year-old daughter, Kendra, accompanied me in
January while she was home from college. On the
way there, she asked me, “What will I talk about
with them?” I told her it’s the ministry of listen-
ing, and it’s very easy to visit with them. While
there, I heard her gabbing with the girls on make-
up, eyebrows, and other teenage interests. At one 

(Please see SCHWARTZ/23)

Schwartz
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Stay Connected with the

Diocese of San Angelo

DOSA Mail

The official Flocknote of the Diocese of San

Angelo. Receive texts or emails with important

news, updates, and messages from the 

diocese.

Two ways to join:

1) Text DOSA to 84567

OR

2) Visit https://app.flocknote.com/dosamail

Social Media

Diocese of San Angelo on Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/DioceseofSanAngelo

Bishop Michael Sis on Twitter:

@SABishopMike

On the Web

www.sanangelodiocese.org

St. Thomas Church in Midkiff celebrates Tuesday feast day on Sunday

West Texas Angelus

MIDKIFF — St. Thomas Church in Midkiff cele-
brated their patronal feast of St. Thomas the Apostle with
a special Mass by Bishop Michael Sis on Sunday, July 1.
While the Feast of St. Thomas is found on the universal
Calendar of Saints on July 3, which was a Tuesday this
year, the parish was able to move the celebration to
Sunday due to a little-known fact that the titular feast day
of a church can be observed on a Sunday of Ordinary
Time when the titular feast day falls during the week.

Every Catholic church that is dedicated must have a

titular. That is its official name, which can be the Holy
Trinity, a title of Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, a title of
Mary, one of the angels, or a canonized saint.

Some churches' titulars already rank as solemnities in
the general calendar of the universal Church, such as
"Immaculate Conception" or "St. Joseph." However,
according to the Universal Norms on the Liturgical Year
and the Calendar, published by the Vatican Congregation
for Divine Worship in 1969, and included in the front
section of the current Roman Missal, the titular of a par-
ticular parish or mission becomes a solemnity in that
church. Therefore, when the parish titular falls on a

Sunday of Ordinary Time, it takes precedence over the
Sunday celebration. This is automatic, not optional.

Furthermore, for the pastoral advantage of the parish-
ioners, it is permissible to observe on the Sundays of
Ordinary Time those celebrations of the titular that fall
during the week, in order to foster greater devotion and
understanding of their patron, and to strengthen the iden-
tity of the parish.

However, this can never be done on the Sundays of
Advent, Lent, or Easter, and it cannot be done on any of
the Sundays in the Christmas Season, because all of
those Sundays are already designated.

Parishioners of St. Thomas Church in Midkiff at the St. Thomas the Apostle feast day Mass, July 1. (courtesy photo)

First communion (right)
and confirmation at St.

Patrick Parish in Brady,
May 27, 2018. 

(courtesy photos)



MIDLAND — The joy in the air is
hard to miss as plans for the Basin’s first
Catholic high school move closer to reali-
ty. Last weekend’s first annual Holy
Cross Catholic High School Sporting
Clay and Youth Scholarship Sporting
Clay Invitational was a key part of that
anticipation and excitement.

Held June 9 at Midland Shooters
Association (MSA) range, the event
allowed student attendees to earn scholar-
ships for the new Holy Cross Catholic
High School, slated to open fall 2019.
Five $1000 scholarships were awarded.
These are the first scholarships for the
high school. 

The other 11 scholarship awards from
the Youth Scholarship Sporting Clay
Invitational were for the college/trade
school of the winner’s choice. In the
charity event all contestants, including
adults, competed for custom made Gist
Silversmiths belt buckles and family
awards (custom fire pits and custom
handmade Damascus knives). Organizers
also raffled off over 10 percent door
prizes at the event for all competitors. 

Amazingly, only
four adults won cus-
tom buckles, the top
prizes, while the
other 19 buckles
were earned by youth
competitors that are
actively involved in
clay target sports.
The entire event
involved experienced
scorekeepers, trap-
pers and judges.
Youth and adults
traveled from Texas,
Colorado, New
Mexico and
Oklahoma to attend
this event, but the
most distant award
winner was Grandpa
Arbogast, who came
from 500 miles south
of Houston, to com-
pete with his grand-
son and son-in-law to win the three-gen-
eration award!

If you would like to donate to Holy
Cross Catholic High School or be part of
next year’s Sporting Clay event, or be

part of the upcoming Golfing fundraiser
October 22, 2018, please call 432-528-
2862 or email ereyes@holycross-wtx.org.
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Charity sporting clay event awards over $20,000 in scholarships, prizes
First annual Holy Cross Catholic High School event also awards $9,000 to Helping Hands of Midland

Some of the winners from the shooting event, June 9 in Midland (courtesy photo)
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DIOCESAN BRIEFS
Catholic Kids Workshop Week at the Cathedral

How did the Catholic Community live and act in 34 AD and Jerusalem?
How did they worship in the Mass? Come to Sacred Heart Cathedral for our
first annual Catholic Kids Worship Week on the week of July 23 to 26 at Sacred
Heart Cathedral’s Ministry Center. It is open for children ages 4 through 5th
grade. Cost of registration is $5.00 per child. Free meals begin at 5:30 pm with
activities occurring each night from 6 to 8 p.m.  The evening includes arts and
crafts, skits, songs, story time, and much more. The week will be capped off
with a night of movies at City Park behind the old fire station on Friday, July
27th from 7 to 9 p.m. For more information, please contact Deacon Steve at
325-658-6567.

2018 San Angelo Catholic Women’s Conference
Save the Date — Friday, September 28 to Saturday, September 29,
2018

"OUTRAGEOUS LOVE, MERCY AT THE WELL"
Presented by the HEART of JMJ (Jesus, Mary & Joseph) FOUNDATION
Friday, September 28, 2018, 5:30 p.m. — 9:00 p.m. and Saturday,

September 29, 2018, 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.
McNease Convention Center-San Angelo, Texas
SPEAKERS:  Heather Renshaw, Marge Fenelon and Julie Alexander
HEATHER RENSHAW is an on-fire revert to the Catholic faith whose great-

est desire is for all people to know the healing power of Jesus’ Divine Mercy so
that they may rejoice and be free in Him.

MARGE FENELON is a Catholic wife, mother, award-winning author and
journalist, blogger and speaker. She was awarded the 2015 EGAN JOURNAL-
ISM FELLOWSHIP, which recognizes exceptional journalists with demonstrated
excellence in reporting for Catholic media.

JULIE ALEXANDER is co-founder and co-director of THE ALEXANDER
HOUSE APOSTOLATE, a Catholic, lay apostolate dedicated to offering hope
and providing healing for troubled marriages.

Register online (through September 15 for $50.00 per individual, late regis-
tration begins September 16 for $60.00 per individual. Registration includes
both days and a box lunch on Saturday) at:

www.heartjmj.org or call 325 763-9400 or go to info@heartjmj.org for more
information.

Heart of JMJ Foundation
P.O. Box 61521
San Angelo, TX 76906
~Limited seating is available for Group registration
~Religious sisters-free admission to the conference, seating is limited
~Rooms have been blocked at RED LION HOTEL and at the PEARL ON

THE CONCHO (mention the conference when reserving)

St. Boniface Parish, Olfen, Fall Festival
St. Boniface Catholic Church Fall Festival at Olfen, Texas, will be Sunday,

October 14, 2018.  Details at a later date.

St. Ann Parish, Sonora, Fall Festival
On Sunday Oct. 21, from 11:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m., St. Ann Catholic

Church in Sonora will have its Fall Festival. The Sutton Co. Civic Center, 1700
N. Crockett Ave. is the site of this year’s festival. An enchilada/gordita dinner
will be served, and there will be a variety of food and drink booths. Activities
including games, a raffle, entertainment and more will be available. For more
information, please call the church secretary at 325 387-2278.

Parishes: Submit Fall Festival Information
Festival season is fast approaching. Please send information about your

parish fall festivals to the editor at bbodiford@sanangelodiocese.org.

To Report Sexual Abuse
The Catholic Diocese of San Angelo is firmly committed to creating and

maintaining the safest possible environment for our children and vulnerable
adults. If you or someone you know has been sexually abused by anyone who
serves the Church, and you need a place to talk with someone about your feel-
ings of betrayal or hurt by the Church, we are here to help you. To report inci-
dents, call Lori Hines, Victim Assistance Coordinator, 325-374-7609 (cell), or
write Diocese of San Angelo, Victim Assistance Ministry, PO Box 1829, San
Angelo, TX 76902. If the incident occurred outside this diocese, our Victim
Assistance Coordinator will assist in bringing your concern to the attention of
the appropriate diocese.  Please keep in mind that one always has the right to
report abuse to civil authorities, and civil law requires that any abuse of a minor
must be reported.

Para Reportar Abuso Sexual 
La Diócesis Católica de San Ángelo está firmemente comprometida a crear

y mantener el ambiente más seguro posible para nuestros niños y adultos vul-
nerables. Si usted o alguien que usted conoce ha sido víctima de abuso sexual
por cualquier persona que sirve a la Iglesia, y necesita un lugar para hablar con
alguien sobre sus sentimientos de traición o herido por la Iglesia, estamos aquí
para ayudarle. Para reportar incidentes, llame a Lori Hines, Coordinadora de
Asistencia a Víctimas, 325-374-7609 (celular), o escriba a la Diócesis de San
Ángelo, Ministerio de Asistencia a Víctimas, PO Box 1829, San Ángelo, TX
76902. Si el incidente ocurrió fuera de esta diócesis, nuestra Coordinadora de
Asistencia a Victimas le ayudará a traer su preocupación a la atención de la
diócesis correspondiente. Por favor, tenga en cuenta que uno siempre tiene el
derecho de reportar el abuso a las autoridades civiles, y la ley civil requiere que
cualquier abuso de un menor de edad debe ser reportado.

EDICTAL SUMMONS

June 1, 2018

CASE:  CASTRO (VARELA) - PEREZ

NO.:  SO/18/35

The Tribunal Office of the Catholic Diocese of San Angelo is seeking Roy
Garza Perez.

You are hereby summoned to appear before the Tribunal of the Catholic
Diocese of San Angelo, at 804 Ford Street, San Angelo, Texas 76905, on or
before the 31st day of July 2018, to answer to the Petition of Cecilia Varela
Castro, now introduced before the Diocesan Tribunal in an action styled,
“Cecilia Castro (Varela) and Roy Perez, Petition for Declaration of Invalidity of
Marriage.” Said Petition is identified as Case: CASTRO (VARELA) - PEREZ;
Protocol No.: SO/18/35, on the Tribunal Docket of the Diocese of San Angelo.

You may communicate with the Tribunal in person or in writing.  Failure to
communicate within the prescribed period of time will be considered your con-
sent for the Tribunal to continue its proceedings in the above-named case.

Given at the Tribunal of the Diocese of San Angelo on the June 1, 2018.

Reverend Tom Barley, MSW, MBA, M. Div., JCL
Judicial Vicar
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Diocese welcomes new clergy

The 15 new permanent deacons of the Diocese of San Angelo lay prostrate during their ordination, June 23 in Big Spring. (photo by Alan Torre/APTorre Photography)

Father Reggie Odima, Bishop Joe Vásquez of Austin, Bishop Michael Sis of San Angelo, and Father Freddy Perez. (Angelus photo)Laying on of hands by the priests of the diocese at the priestly ordination of Father Reggie Odima and Father Freddy
Perez, June 9 in San Angelo. (Angelus photo)

Father Freddy Perez offers a blessing after his ordination. (Angelus photo)

Father Reggie Odima blesses his mother, Monica Walters, during his ordination Mass. (Angelus photo)

Bishop Michael Sis prays over Odima and Perez at their ordination. (Angelus photo)
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Court says requirements on pregnancy

centers violate free speech
By Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — The Supreme
Court ruled 5-4 June 26 that a California
law that placed requirements on crisis
pregnancy centers that oppose abortion
violated the First Amendment.

In its decision in National Institute
of Family and Life Advocates (NIFLA) v.
Becerra, the court found that the law
changes the content of the clinic's
speech "by compelling petitioners to
speak a particular message," and that the
law went further than being a mere "reg-
ulation of professional conduct that inci-
dentally burdens speech."

The state law in question is the
Reproductive FACT Act, which says
pregnancy centers must post notices in
their facilities about where low-cost
abortion services are available and also
must disclose if they have medical per-
sonnel on staff.

During the oral arguments March
20, some of the justices expressed con-
cerns that the law might be about specif-
ically targeting crisis pregnancy centers
instead of providing information about
abortion, and the decision mentions that,
if the goal of the law were merely pro-
viding information about abortion to the
public, that goal could be accomplished
in more effective ways that do not
require speakers to deliver unwanted
speech.

Cardinal Timothy M. Dolan of New
York, chair of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops' Committee on Pro-
Life Activities, praised the ruling as "an
important victory for the free speech
rights of pro-life organizations."

"The Supreme Court today has
affirmed that the First Amendment pro-
tects the right of all organizations to
choose for themselves not only what to
say, but what not to say," he said in a
statement.

"This includes allowing pro-life
pregnancy care centers to continue pro-
viding life-affirming support to both
mother and child without being forced
by governments to provide free advertis-
ing for the violent act of abortion in
direct violation of the center's pro-life
convictions," he said.

The USCCB and several other faith-
based groups filed a friend-of-the-court
brief before the Supreme Court support-
ing the pro-life pregnancy centers in the
case.

Rep. Chris Smith, R-New Jersey,
who is co-chair of the Congressional
Pro-Life Caucus, said in a statement that
"pregnancy centers want no part of a
law requiring them to tell a woman
where to go to kill her child. Thankfully,
today the Supreme Court recognized
their First Amendment right to free
speech -- and to refrain from speaking."  

"Crisis pregnancy centers like
NIFLA serve women and children
according to their religious mission, and
California should respect that," said
Mark Rienzi, president of Becket, which
is a nonprofit religious liberty law firm.
"This ruling proves that when it comes
to important issues, the government
doesn't get to tell people what to believe,
and it also doesn't get to tell people what
to say about it."

Justice Clarence Thomas delivered
the opinion of the court, and was joined

by Chief Justice John Roberts and
Justices Anthony Kennedy, Samuel Alito
and Neil Gorsuch. Kennedy filed a con-
curring opinion which Roberts, Alito
and Gorsuch joined. Justice Stephen
Breyer filed a dissenting opinion and
was joined by Justices Ruth Bader
Ginsburg, Sonia Sotomayor and Elena
Kagan. 

In other reaction, Jeanne Mancini,
president of the March for Life, said in a
statement: "We applaud the Supreme
Court for preserving these centers' free
speech right and allowing them to con-
tinue offering such comprehensive and
critical support to women in need."

The statement also said that forcing
the centers to advertise abortion would
"force these centers ... to work against
their life-affirming mission." 

"We are extremely pleased to see the
nation's pro-life pregnancy centers and
their advocates vindicated by the
Supreme Court," said Chuck Donovan,
president of the Charlotte Lozier
Institute, which is the research arm of
Susan B. Anthony List.

"Approximately 2,750 centers
around the country provide a multitude
of free services for millions of women,
as well as tens of thousands of men, at
nearly $161 million in annual cost sav-
ings to their communities," he said. "The
biggest winners in today's decision are
women, children, and families."

A forthcoming report by the
Charlotte Lozier Institute found that in
2017 pregnancy centers provided slight-
ly under 2 million people with free serv-
ices, saving communities at least $161
million.

Marchers pause at the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart in San Angelo on June 30 during the United March for Life. Over 300 people from
Catholic parishes around the diocese and other churches in San Angelo marched from the Lady in Blue statue on the Concho River to
the Tom Green County Courthouse to protest against plans to open two new Planned Parenthood facilities in West Texas. (Angelus
photo)
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Pope to oil execs: 'No time to lose' in switch to alternative energy
By Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The world needs
a new kind of leadership that believes in
building up the whole human family and
protecting the environment, Pope Francis
told a group of energy and oil executives
and global investors.

That also means using alternatives to
fossil fuels for meeting everyone's energy
needs and mitigating the effects of global
warming, he said.

"Civilization requires energy, but
energy use must not destroy civilization,"
he said in his address June 9 at the
Vatican.

The pope spoke to leaders taking part
in a conference June 8-9 on "Energy
Transition and Care for Our Common
Home," sponsored by the Vatican's
Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human
Development and the University of Notre
Dame's Mendoza College of Business in
the United States. 

The private conference invited execu-
tives of leading energy, petroleum and
natural gas companies as well as leaders
in investment firms. Among those taking
part in the conference were Laurence
Fink, chairman and CEO of BlackRock,
an American multinational investment
management corporation; Darren Woods,
chairman and CEO of ExxonMobil; and
Vicki Hollub, president and CEO of
Occidental Petroleum.

Pope Francis thanked the attendees
for participating in the meeting and said
he hoped they had been able to "re-exam-
ine old assumptions and gain new per-
spectives."

"We are challenged to find ways of
ensuring the immense supply of energy
required to meet the needs of all," includ-
ing the estimated more than 1 billion peo-
ple who lack access to electricity, "while
at the same time developing means of
using natural resources that avoid creating
environmental imbalances resulting in
deterioration and pollution gravely harm-

ful to our human family, both now and
in the future," he said.

It is not right that satisfying the
"thirst" for energy of some parts of the
world results in pollution, scarcer
resources, poverty and social exclusion
for others.

There is an urgent need, he said, "to
devise a long-term global strategy able
to provide energy security and, by lay-
ing down precise commitments to meet
the problem of climate change, to
encourage economic stability, public
health, the protection of the environment
and integral human development."
There needs to be a serious effort to
transition to energy sources that are
highly efficient while producing low
levels of pollution, he added.

"This is a challenge of epochal pro-
portions. At the same time, it is an
immense opportunity to encourage
efforts to ensure fuller access to energy
by less-developed countries," the pope
said, "as well as to diversify energy
sources and promote the sustainable
development of renewable forms of
energy."

"Our desire to ensure energy for all
must not lead to the undesired effect of a
spiral of extreme climate changes due to a
catastrophic rise in global temperatures,
harsher environments and increased levels
of poverty," he said.

However, despite nations agreeing to
cut back on greenhouse gas emissions
with the Paris Agreement, such emissions
and concentrations of gases in the atmos-
phere still remain very high, which is
"disturbing and a cause for real concern,"
he said.

"Yet even more worrying is the con-
tinued search for new fossil fuel reserves"
when nations were asked to keep most
fossil fuels underground, he said. "This is
why we need to talk together -- industry,
investors, researchers and consumers --
about transition and the search for alterna-
tives."

Praising progress made by oil and gas

companies in developing new approaches
that assess "climate risk" and by invest-
ment companies in taking sustainability
into account, the pope asked if that was
still enough: "Will we turn the corner in
time?"

Business, investment and government
decisions must "be guided by the pursuit
of the long-term common good and con-
crete solidarity between generations.
There should be no room for opportunistic
and cynical efforts to gain small partial
results in the short run, while shifting
equally significant costs and damages to
future generations," he said.

"We must acknowledge that the
demand for continuous economic growth
has led to severe ecological and social
consequences, since our current economic
system thrives on ever increasing extrac-
tion, consumption and waste," the pope
said.

The problem, he said, is a cultural

one, a "lack leadership capable of striking
out on new paths in meeting the needs of
the present with concern for all and with-
out prejudice toward coming generations."

People must renew the way they
relate to nature and each other, he said,
calling for "a new form of leadership" in
which leaders "have a clear and profound
realization that the earth is a single system
and that humanity, likewise, is a single
whole."

The pope told the leaders, "There is
no time to lose." He said the talent, cre-
ativity and experience that have made
them successful are the same skills that
are needed for improving the lives of the
poor and caring for the environment.

"I invite you to be the core of a group
of leaders who envision the global energy
transition in a way that will take into
account all the peoples of the earth, as
well as future generations and all species
and ecosystems," he said.

Pope Francis speaks during an audience with executives of oil and gas companies at the
Vatican June 9. The executives were attending a symposium organized by the Vatican Dicastery
for Promoting Integral Human Development and the Mendoza College of Business at the
University of Notre Dame in Indiana. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

Dictatorships begin with taking over

media to spread lies, pope says
By Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — All dictatorships
begin the same way: media outlets are
put in the hands of "unscrupulous" peo-
ple who spread lies and weaken democ-
racy, Pope Francis said. 

Typical standards, norms and laws in
regard to communications are first elimi-
nated, the pope said in his homily June
18 during morning Mass at Domus
Sanctae Marthae.

Then an entire media or communica-
tion outlet is handed over "to a firm, a
business that slanders, tells lies, weakens
democracy, and then the judges come to
judge these weakened institutions, these
destroyed, condemned people and a dic-
tatorship makes progress this way," he
said.

"All dictatorships, all of them, began
like this, by adulterating communication,
by putting communications in the hands
of people without scruples, of govern-
ments without scruples," he added.

The pope's homily focused on the
day's first reading in which Jezebel suc-
ceeds in her a plot to help her husband,
King Ahab, take possession of their
neighbor's land; the neighbor, Naboth,
refused to sell what had belonged to his
family for generations. Jezebel arranged
for two men to accuse Naboth of cursing
God and the king, for which Naboth was
stoned to death.

Pope Francis said what happened to
Naboth is similar to what happened to
Jesus, St. Stephen and all martyrs who
were condemned as a result of lies and
falsehoods.

(Please see MEDIA/23)

Pope supports U.S. bishops' criticism

of 'immoral' immigration policy
By Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis
said he stands with the U.S. bishops who
recently condemned the Trump adminis-
tration's policy on immigration that has
led to children being held in government
shelters while their parents are sent to
federal prisons. 

"I am on the side of the bishops' con-
ference," Pope Francis said in an inter-
view with the Reuters news agency, pub-
lished online June 20. "Let it be clear that
in these things, I respect (the position of)
the bishops' conference."

On the first day of their June 13-14
spring assembly in Fort Lauderdale,
Florida, Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of
Galveston-Houston, president of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops, read a

statement on behalf of the bishops
denouncing the government's zero-toler-
ance policy. 

"Families are the foundational ele-
ment of our society, and they must be
able to stay together. While protecting our
borders is important, we can and must do
better as a government, and as a society,
to find other ways to ensure that safety.
Separating babies from their mothers is
not the answer and is immoral," the state-
ment said. 

The political rise of populist move-
ments in both the United States and in
Europe has led to a severe crackdown on
men, women and children trying to
escape war, violence, poverty and perse-
cution. 

In Italy, Interior Minister Matteo 

(Please see IMMIGRATION/23)



By Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI

There’s an axiom that says: Roman
Catholics tend to adore Mary while
Protestants and Evangelicals tend to
ignore Mary. Neither is ideal.

Mary, the Mother of Jesus, has, in
effect, two histories
within Christian tradi-
tion. We have the Mary
of Scripture and we have
the Mary of Devotions,
and both offer something
special for our Christian
journey.

The Mary of
Devotions is the more
well-known, though
mostly within Roman Catholic circles.
This is the Mary invoked in the rosary,
the Mary of popular shrines, the
Sorrowful Mother of our litanies, the
Mother with the soft heart through whom
we can get the ear of God, the Mary of
purity and chastity, the Mother who
understands human suffering, the Mother
who can soften the hearts of murderers,
and the Mother we can always turn to.   

And this Mary is pre-eminently the
Mother of the poor.  Karl Rahner once
pointed out that when you look at all the
apparitions of Mary that have been offi-
cially approved by the church you will
notice that she has always appeared to a
poor person – a child, an illiterate peas-

ant, a group of children, someone with-
out social standing. She’s never appeared
to a theologian in his study, to a pope, or
to a millionaire banker. She’s always
been the person to whom the poor look.
Marian devotion is a mysticism of the
poor. 

We see this, for example, very pow-
erfully in the effect that Our Lady of
Guadalupe has had on much of Latin
America. In all of the Americas, most of
the indigenous peoples are now
Christian. However, in North America,
while most of the indigenous peoples are
Christian, Christianity itself is not seen
as a native religion, but rather as a reli-
gion brought to the native peoples from
elsewhere. In Latin America, in every
place where Our Lady of Guadalupe is
popular, Christianity is seen to be a
native religion.

But piety and devotions also run the
risk of theological sloppiness and
unhealthy sentimentality.  That’s the case
too with the Mary of Devotions. We’ve
tended to elevate Mary to divine status
(which is simply wrong) and we have far
too often encrusted her in so much piety
that she, the Mary of Devotions, cannot
possibly be the same person who wrote
the Magnificat. The Mary of Devotions
is often so enshrined in piety, over-sim-
plicity, and asexuality that she needs to
be protected from human complexity.
Still, the Mary of Devotions offers us a

lot vis-à-vis our spiritual journey. 
Much more ignored is the Mary of

Scripture and the role the various
Gospels assign to her.

In the Synoptic Gospels, Mary is
presented as a model of discipleship.
More simply, she’s shown to us as the
one person who gets it right from the
beginning. But that isn’t immediately
evident. On the surface, the opposite
sometimes seems to be the case. For
example, on a couple of occasions as
Jesus is speaking to a crowd he is inter-
rupted and told that his mother and his
family are outside wanting to speak to
him. His response: “Who are my mother
and who are my brothers and sisters? It’s
those who hear the word of God and
keep it.” In saying this, Jesus isn’t dis-
tancing his mother from himself and his
message, the opposite. Before this inci-
dent is recorded in the Gospels, the evan-
gelists have been very careful to point
out that Mary was the first person to hear
the word of God and keep it. What hap-
pens here is that Jesus singles out his
mother first of all for her faith, not for
her biology. In the Synoptic Gospels,
Mary is the paradigm for discipleship.
She’s the first to hear the word of God
and keep it.

John’s Gospel gives her a different
role. Here she’s not the paradigm of dis-
cipleship (a role John gives to the
Beloved disciple and to Mary Magdala)

but is presented as Eve, the mother of
humanity, and the mother of each of us.
Interestingly, John never gives us Mary’s
name, in his Gospel she is always
referred to as “the Mother of Jesus”.
And in this role she does two things: 

First, she gives voice to human fini-
tude, as she does at the wedding feast of
Cana when she tells her son (who is
always divine in John’s Gospel) that
“they have no wine.” In John’s Gospel,
this is not just a conversation between
Mary and Jesus; but also a conversation
between the Mother of Humanity and
God. Secondly, as Eve, as universal
mother, and as our mother, she stands in
helplessness under human pain and with-
in human pain when she stands under the
cross. In this, she shows herself as uni-
versal mother but also as an example of
how injustice must be handled, namely,
by standing within it in a way that does
not replicate its hatred and violence so as
to give it back in kind. 

Mary offers us a wonderful example,
not to be adored or ignored.

- - -
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theolo-

gian, teacher, and award-winning author,
is President of the Oblate School of
Theology in San Antonio, TX. He can be
contacted through his website  www.ron-
rolheiser.com.  

Now on Facebook
www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser
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By Most Reverend Robert Barron
Auxiliary Bishop of Los Angeles

On the afternoon of June 14, a
rather spirited, fascinating, and unex-
pected debate broke out on the floor of
the USCCB spring meeting in Ft.
Lauderdale. At issue was the possibility
of reconsidering
"Faithful
Citizenship," the
2007 statement of
the U.S. Bishops on
the formation of
conscience regard-
ing matters politi-
cal. A group of
bishops, including
myself, had pro-
posed that instead
of producing another lengthy document
to succeed "Faithful Citizenship," the
bishops ought to write a brief and
pointed letter on the political chal-
lenges of the present moment and then
to create a video or a series of videos
bringing forth the salient points of
Catholic social teaching. Our thinking
was motivated by recent research,
which indicates that a very small per-
centage of Catholics actually read that
formal statement from ten years ago.
Though it had been taken in and appre-
ciated by the bishops themselves, by
lobbyists and political activists, and by
members of the Catholic commentariat,

it was largely ignored by the very peo-
ple we were endeavoring to reach.

Once the formal proposal had been
made, a number of bishops rose to
speak against it and in favor of writing
a document to replace "Faithful
Citizenship." With considerable elo-
quence, they reminded us of the shift in
emphasis that has taken place with the
magisterium of Pope Francis. Concern
for the environment, for economic jus-
tice, for the poor, for the victims of
violence, for refugees and immigrants
has been brought to the fore in a new
way, and our teaching, they insisted,
ought to reflect this change. 

About midway through the discus-
sion, I rose to make a clarification. I
said that the members of our group
were fully aware of what I called "the
Franciscan shift" in emphasis and that
we very much wanted the bishops’
teaching to reflect this change. What
was really at issue, I explained, was
not so much the content of the teaching
but the vehicle for its transmission. I
said that practically all of the people in
the room are on one side of the
page/screen divide, so that we rather
naturally privilege written texts and
find them more substantive. But the
overwhelming majority of those under
the age of, say, fifty are, I continued,
on the other side of that watershed.
They are far more oriented to the
screen, far less likely to plow their way

through a lengthy written text. I
recalled that about fifteen years ago, a
member of my staff called to tell me
that an article I had written had been
accepted by a major Catholic publica-
tion. I was delighted, but my excite-
ment was curtailed a bit when he
informed me that it would appear on
that outlet’s online edition and not in
the print edition. Sensing my disap-
pointment, my colleague said, "You
know, this is much better. You’d rather
have it online than in print. It will
reach a much wider audience." That lit-
tle episode was the beginning of a shift
in consciousness for me.

With that clarification made, the
conversation on the conference floor
transposed to a different key, as the
meta-question of communication
became the focus. One bishop observed
that on his flight to Ft. Lauderdale, he
had noticed that no one around him
was reading a book, but practically
everyone had his or her eyes glued to a
screen. Another bishop, an expert in
the use of social media, applauded the
shift to digital forms of communication
but also expressed the concern that
people will not pay attention to videos
longer than a few minutes in length.
How can the Church adequately convey
its teaching in a sound bite? But still
other bishops chimed in to say that
nothing prevents us from producing a
series of short pieces that, together,

cover a good deal of ground. Finally,
some wondered which protocols would
govern the approval of videos rather
than texts. I will confess that as this
part of the lively discussion unfolded, a
smile spread across my face, for I have
believed for some time that this issue
of how we communicate is perhaps as
important as what we communicate—
that is, if we are interested in moving
the conversation beyond a very narrow
circle.

Inevitably some commentators have
tried to read the discussion as a fierce
disagreement between the "Francis
bishops" and their detractors. Nothing
could be further from the truth. The
overwhelming majority of the bishops
want the full range of Catholic social
teaching to be faithfully defended and
they welcome Pope Francis’ renewed
emphasis on the environment and care
for the marginal. The far more com-
pelling conversation—and one that
clearly engaged the interest of the bish-
ops on the floor of the conference—
had to do with how we propagate this
teaching as widely and effectively as
possible.

- - -

Bishop Robert Barron is an auxil-
iary bishop of the Archdiocese of Los
Angeles and the founder of Word on
Fire Catholic Ministries.

Bishop Barron

The question behind the question

The Mary of Scripture and the Mary of Devotions

Page 16 JULY 2018 The Angelus



By Greg Erlandson 
Catholic News Service

"It is a profound spiritual experi-
ence to contemplate our loved ones
with the eyes of God and to see Christ
in them."

Pope Francis may not have had a
conga line in mind
when he wrote these
words in his apostolic
exhortation, Amoris
Laetitia, but it worked
for me.

Weaving my way
through a wedding
reception with my six
brothers and sisters in
a long conga line
swaying to the music
of Harry Belafonte, I felt such a deep
affection for them all. Bound not by the
ordinary ties of friends and workmates,
but by ties of flesh and blood, the
moment felt like a gift of love, an
undulating chain that visibly represent-
ed the genetic bonds that can never be
denied or revoked. 

Being family is hard these days for
many people. It isn't just the age-old
tensions of kith and kin described in so
many novels and plays. It is the modern
pressures of distance, distraction and
fragmentation.

My wife and I live far from our
families, so such gatherings are infre-
quent and a little bittersweet -- a com-
ing together that is a reminder of longer
apartness. We are both oldest children,
so it's possible our sibs occasionally
perceive our distance as a blessing of
sorts! 

Yet we are welcomed back as annu-
al prodigals returning home. The fatted
calf is slain, and our ever-expanding
clans gather around food and drink and
conversation. We all take each other's
emotional temperature, catching up on
job developments, marital twists and
turns, and of course the status of our
many nephews and nieces. 

No family is perfect, so we all fit
right in. Among us all, we have had
marriages and divorces and remar-
riages. Some have chosen other faith
traditions. There have been bouts of

unemployment and illnesses. Every one
of our siblings have experienced hard-
ship, loss, pain. We know both the "for
better" and the "for worse."

My wife and I have lost our fathers.
Our mothers are on solitary journeys
after so many years of walking hand in
hand with another. My mother some-
times remembers my name, and some-
times asks me to remind her of it. She
who gave birth to eight children and
raised seven to adulthood now lives in
a kind of timeless present. 

A font of a mother's love and wis-
dom who shepherded her teeming
brood from grammar school to high
school and beyond, she now listens qui-
etly to our stories, watches as our
conga line wends around the tables
groaning with platters of appetizers and
desserts, thinking thoughts we cannot
share. Yet still she is a loving center.

My family is a study in diversity,
and our dad rejoiced in it. Whatever
our path -- journalist or musician, man-
ager or church worker -- he delighted in
us all. I'd like to think he saw us with
the eyes of God, recognizing in each of

us a bit of himself, yet delighting more
in the new and unexpected discoveries
that were truly our own. 

Pope Francis, again writing in
Amoris Laetitia, says "all family life is
a 'shepherding' in mercy. Each of us, by
our love and care, leaves a mark on the
life of others." My parents were such
shepherds, and they have left their
mark on us.

Now we shepherd each other. We
listen to our stories of joy and heart-
break, we embrace our moments
together, we offer support where we
can. Time's tide carries us relentlessly
forward, but there are those moments,
like that swaying dance on a clear
California evening, when we are bound
to each other by shared joy and celebra-
tion, and we see each other perhaps as
God sees us, manifestations of a love
that is greater than us all.

- - -
Erlandson, director and editor-in-

chief of Catholic News Service, can be
reached at
gerlandson@catholicnews.com.

A family moment

Erlandson
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June's Supreme Court rulings
By Richard W. Garnett 
Catholic News Service

In keeping with its now-traditional practice of injecting
drama into the otherwise lazy days of late June, the
Supreme Court on Monday announced
rulings in two closely watched and hotly
debated cases. Although the implications
of these rulings remain to be seen, their
cultural -- and political -- relevance is
crystal clear.

In National Institute of Family Life
Advocates v. Becerra, a 5-4 majority of
the court struck down California's require-
ment that pro-life crisis-pregnancy centers
publicize the availability of state-funded
abortions and other services. And, in Trump v. Hawaii, the
same five justices concluded that the administration's so-
called "travel ban" is within the president's broad legal
authority over immigration and national security matters. 

The Becerra ruling is, of course, a "win" for the pro-
life movement and for the many crisis-pregnancy centers
that generously, and successfully, support women and help
them make the choice for life. It is also a sound application
of well-established rules and precedents. 

The California rules in question are not directed at
patient safety or at making sure women are fully informed
about their medical care. Instead, they are targeted, burden-
some and ideologically one-sided efforts by one side of the
abortion debate to enlist the aid of the state against the
other side. 

The justices reaffirmed the long-standing rule that the
First Amendment usually does not permit the government
to regulate messages it disapproves or to require private
speakers to express state-approved messages.

It is worth emphasizing that Justice Anthony Kennedy,
who supports abortion rights but is deeply committed to the
freedom of speech, went beyond the majority in condemn-
ing California's attempt to distort the marketplace of ideas.
He reminded readers that "history ... shows how relentless
authoritarian regimes are in their attempts to stifle free
speech" and insisted that "governments must not be
allowed to force persons to express a message contrary to
their deepest convictions."

In the "travel ban" case, challengers had argued that the
president's proclamation limiting the entry into the United

States of foreign nationals from certain designated coun-
tries not only violated federal immigration law but also vio-
lated the First Amendment's establishment clause, because
it discriminated against Muslims and was the product of the
anti-Muslim bias, prejudice and animus. 

Chief Justice John Roberts, writing for the majority, did
not endorse or excuse the president's various anti-Muslim
tweets, speeches and statements, and instead ruled that they
did not necessarily require the invalidation of the proclama-
tion, given that a "rational basis" -- apart from anti-Muslim
bias or political pandering -- exists for the policy. 

He relied on earlier cases that had emphasized the pres-
ident's broad power over "the admission and exclusion of
foreign nationals" and the importance of judicial deference
and restraint regarding matters "within the core of execu-
tive responsibility."

Those challenging the "travel ban," like the dissenting
justices, are correct to insist that government actions that
discriminate on the basis of religion or that stigmatize and
demean members of minority religions are unjust and
unconstitutional. 

They are also correct that the current president, before
and since his election, has said many foolish, offensive,
hurtful and even hateful things, about Muslims and others.

The majority acknowledged that the president "pos-
sesses an extraordinary power to speak to his fellow citi-
zens and on their behalf" and suggested, subtly but clearly
and correctly, that the current president has abused that
power. 

However, they insisted, "the issue before us is not
whether to denounce the (president's) statements." Instead,
"we must consider not only the statements of a particular
president, but also the authority of the presidency itself." 

The facts that the president possesses wide discretion
with respect to immigration decisions and the courts have
only a limited role in second-guessing that discretion
makes it all the more important, as Justice Kennedy put it
in his concurring opinion, for presidents to take their oaths
seriously and "to adhere to the Constitution and to its
meaning and its promise."

- - -
Garnett is the Paul J. Schierl/Fort Howard

Corporation professor and concurrent professor of political
science at the University of Notre Dame. He is founding
director of Notre Dame Law School's program on church,
state and society.

Garnett

Palabras de aliento
del papa Francisco
By Maria-Pia Negro Chin 
Catholic News Service

"Jesús no nos miente. Nos toma en serio".
El papa Francisco compartió estas palabras con un

grupo de jóvenes durante su visita apostólica a
Paraguay hace un par de años. Hablaba de la vida

como un juego de fútbol en el que las
personas deben decidir para qué
equipo jugar.

"Jesús no nos presenta una vida de
estrellas, de famosos," dice el papa,
"por el contrario, nos dice que jugar
con él es una invitación, a la humil-
dad, al amor, al servicio a los demás". 

En un viaje reciente, comencé a
leer "The Courage to Be Happy", una

colección de charlas del papa Francisco
con jóvenes de todo el mundo. Las palabras del papa
Francisco están llenas de esperanza, pero también él
tiene claro los desafíos y sacrificios necesarios para
perseverar en la fe. ¡Qué diferente de los mensajes que
los jóvenes siguen escuchando de anuncios, revistas y
redes sociales!

Muchas de las reflexiones realmente resonaron en
mi corazón. Por ejemplo, el papa les dijo a los estudi-
antes de las escuelas jesuitas en Italia y Albania, que
Jesús se acerca a los jóvenes como un compañero que
nos ayuda, entiende y nunca nos abandona. Sus pal-
abras se centraron en la libertad y el servicio, pero
también incluyeron consejos prácticos como decir que
la formación espiritual constante nos ayuda a descubrir
lo cerca que está Jesús.

También habló sobre la libertad y el servicio: "Ser
libres de escoger siempre el bien es un reto, pero les
hará personas rectas, que saben enfrentar la vida, per-
sonas con valentía y paciencia".

En la colección de charlas, el papa también llama
a los desafíos una invitación al coraje y al ánimo, a ser
testigo de nuestras creencias y valores. Nos llama a
estar enraizados en el amor de Cristo nos ayuda a 

(Mira CHIN/21)
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Por Hosffman Ospino 
Catholic News Service

Uno de los momentos más enrique-
cedores en mi rutina diaria después de
llegar del trabajo o
de algún viaje es sen-
tarme con mi esposa
a mirar a nuestros
hijos jugar. 

Su energía y cre-
atividad son extraor-
dinarios. Su sonrisa
contagiosa. ¡Ellos
hacen que todo sea
una gran aventura! A medida que juegan
y hablan, mi mente con frecuencia se
pierde en los mundos imaginarios que
ellos describen, mundos repletos de posi-
bilidad. 

De un momento a otro me hallo en
un estado de contemplación. Su apertura
a la posibilidad y a la esperanza me invi-
tan a reflexionar qué tanto estas reali-
dades son parte de mi propia vida. El
estar con ellos es una invitación a ser
católico en el sentido de encontrar la gra-
cia de Dios en todo instante.

El momento usualmente llega a su
fin cuando uno de ellos comienza a llorar
por algo o cuando se forma una querella
por un juguete o cuando hay desacuerdo
en cuanto a quién gana el juego. ¡Sí, mis
hijos también riñen! Después de todo, es
parte de la vida de los hermanos. Pero
aquel momento inicial valió la pena. La
vida sigue con su ritmo. 

Muchas familias católicas en los

Estados Unidos experimentamos estos
momentos diariamente. Es muy posible
que muchos de nosotros los disfrutemos
gracias a la relativa estabilidad social,
económica y mental en la que vivimos.
Desafortunadamente, millones de famil-
ias católicas inmigrantes no pueden hac-
erlo.

Se me desgarra el corazón cuando
leo o escucho que un número inmenso de
familias católicas en los Estados Unidos
son afectadas negativamente por normas
migratorias intolerantes, las cuales con-
ducen a la separación familiar y llevan a
muchos a vivir en un estado constante de
temor. 

La incapacidad de pasar alternativas
legislativas para ayudar a los jóvenes
beneficiados por el programa de Acción
Diferida para los Llegados en la Infancia
y la suspensión del Status de Protección
Temporal para decenas de miles de per-
sonas que han vivido en este país legal-
mente la mayor parte de sus vidas son
realmente preocupantes.
Estadísticamente, la mayoría de estas
personas son católicas. 

Cómo ignorar el gran número de
deportaciones masivas de padres de
familia católicos dejando atrás a sus
hijos nacidos en este país al igual que a
sus esposas y esposos en un estado de
vulnerabilidad. 

Todas estas situaciones y la sepa-
ración sistémica de niños católicos de
sus padres en la frontera entre los 

(Mira OSPINO/20)

By Fr. Tad Pacholczyk

A comprehensive 2015 scientific
review found medical marijuana to be
useful only for a small number of medical
conditions. Writing in the Journal of the
American Medical Association, an inter-
national team of researchers found scant
evidence to support
broad claims for the
drug's effectiveness.
Although clinical tri-
als showed that
chronic neuropathic
pain and cancer-
related pain could
often be treated,
other forms of pain,
such as those related
to rheumatoid arthri-
tis, fibromyalgia,
HIV and multiple sclerosis did not show
statistically significant improvement.
Researchers also found inconclusive data
for people with insomnia, anxiety disor-
ders, depression, Tourette syndrome, psy-
chosis, and sleep disorders. They regis-
tered concerns about medical marijuana’s
significant side effects as well.

Yale University researchers, com-
menting on the review, noted how the
approval process for medical marijuana in
U.S. states and jurisdictions has often
been based on "low-quality scientific evi-
dence, anecdotal reports, individual testi-
monials, legislative initiatives, and public
opinion." They raised concerns around the
fact that medical marijuana seems to be
receiving “special status” and is being
“fast-tracked” for legalization, when it
should instead be subject to the standard
scientific verifications of the FDA
approval process to assure its efficacy and
safety. The Yale authors offered this cor-
rective: "Imagine if other drugs were
approved through a similar approach… If
the goal is to make marijuana available
for medical purposes, then it is unclear
why the approval process should be differ-
ent from that used for other medications." 

In his influential exposé Marijuana
Debunked, Dr. Ed Gogek emphasizes how
the idea of medical marijuana “didn’t
come from doctors, or patient advocacy
groups, or public health organizations, or
the medical community. The ballot initia-
tives for medical marijuana laws were
sponsored and promoted by pro-legaliza-
tion groups.” These groups have used the
medical marijuana trump card to grease
the skids for the acceptance of recreation-
al marijuana. This pincer movement has
enabled them to control and reap the
windfall from an extensive system of dis-
pensaries that supply and distribute addic-
tive substances. Even if recreational mari-
juana does not ultimately become legal-
ized in a particular jurisdiction, it is well
documented that medical marijuana dis-
pensaries often end up supplying the drug
not for rare, valid medical uses, but for
substance abuse, similar to the situation
with opioid pain medications. 

Yet the push for marijuana continues
unabated. In May 2018, the New York
State Comptroller, Scott Stringer, issued a
report declaring that legalized marijuana

in the Empire State would be a potential
$3 billion market, with taxes from its sale
generating a potential $436 million annu-
ally statewide, and $336 million for New
York City. With such sums at play, not
only are investors coming out of the
woodwork, but towns and municipalities
are also issuing ordinances and changing
zoning laws to bring in the dispensaries.
Indeed, dollar signs beckon, much as they
once did for tobacco companies and plan-
tation owners. 

Besides being addictive and prof-
itable, tobacco and marijuana have other
similarities. Marijuana smoke contains
harmful chemicals, with ammonia, ben-
zene, toluene, and naphthalene levels in
marijuana exceeding those found in tobac-
co smoke. These chemical components
may contribute to emphysema, bronchial
irritation and inflammation. Patients with
medical conditions treatable by medical
marijuana can avoid these toxic chemicals
and other side effects by using more puri-
fied preparations containing only the
active ingredients.

In 2003, the Institute of Medicine, a
nonprofit, nongovernmental organization
that evaluates medical issues, acknowl-
edged that components of marijuana may
have medicinal uses, and strongly recom-
mended the development of prescription
cannabinoid medicines based on those
components: “If there is any future for
marijuana as a medicine, it lies in its iso-
lated components, the cannabinoids and
their synthetic derivatives.” Several differ-
ent cannabinoid medications have been
developed in recent years, and these medi-
cines work as well as or better than mari-
juana, have fewer side effects, and are less
likely to be abused. These drugs also tend
to be effective in the body for longer peri-
ods.

Dr. Gogek notes the irony of the loud
public outcry that would ensue if the FDA
were to approve “a drug that had no
advantage over safer alternatives, went
mostly to substance abuse, increased
teenage drug use, and killed people on the
highways.” He concludes, “We should not
be sidestepping the FDA approval process
that was designed to protect us.” 

In sum, the reality behind medical
marijuana is far from the rosy view paint-
ed by advocates.  Marijuana is not “just a
plant.” It is an addictive drug abused in
epidemic proportions, inflicting a serious
individual and societal toll. Its use as a
medicine needs to be carefully regulated
through standard scientific oversight and
the FDA approval process, not handed
over to recreational enthusiasts and oppor-
tunistic businessmen. The current practice
of encouraging states and municipalities
to legalize medical, and then recreational,
marijuana, is, in the final analysis, neither
reasonable nor ethical.

- - -
Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D.

earned his doctorate in neuroscience from
Yale and did post-doctoral work at
Harvard. He is a priest of the diocese of
Fall River, MA, and serves as the Director
of Education at The National Catholic
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. See
www.ncbcenter.org

The Smoke over 
Medical Marijuana

Making Sense of Bioethics

Pacholczyk
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La esperanza de las familias
católicas inmigrantes

The hope of immigrant
Catholic families

By Hosffman Ospino 
Catholic News Service

A most rewarding moment in my
daily routine after a long workday or
returning home from some travels is to
sit with my wife for a while to watch our
children play. 

Their energy and creativity are mes-
merizing. Their laugh is contagious.
They make everything fun! As they play
and talk, my mind often slips into the
imaginary worlds that they describe,
worlds charged with possibility. 

I suddenly find myself drawn into
contemplation. Their openness to possi-
bility and hope invite me to consider
how much these are part of my life.
Theirs is an invitation to being Catholic
in the sense of finding God's grace in
such moments.

A sudden cry or a dispute for a toy or
a disagreement about who wins the game
ends the moment. Yes, they quarrel.
After all, this is part of being siblings.
Yet, it was worthy. Then life goes on. 

Many Catholic families in the United
States experience these moments on a
daily basis. It is likely that many of us
enjoy them because of the relative stabil-
ity -- social, economic, mental -- in

which we live. Unfortunately, millions of
immigrant Catholic families do not. 

My heart breaks as I learn about the
large number of Catholic families in the
United States negatively affected by
harsh migration policies that are tearing
them apart and have many living in a
state of constant fear. 

The inability to pass legislative alter-
natives to help young people covered by
the Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals program and the suspension of
Temporary Protected Status for tens of
thousands who have lived in this country
legally most of their lives is troubling.
Statistically speaking, the majority of
them are Catholic.

One cannot learn about the massive
deportations of Catholic parents leaving
U.S.-born children and vulnerable spous-
es behind and remain unmoved. 

All these and the systemic separation
of Catholic children from their parents at
the U.S.-Mexico border amount to a the-
ater of horror that demands Catholic
action. 

I am intentionally adding the word
"Catholic" before each group. The major-
ity of immigrants affected by these cir

(Please see FAMILIES/20)
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By Richard Doerflinger 
Catholic News Service

The recent tragic deaths of fashion designer Kate
Spade and celebrity chef Anthony Bourdain have
dramatized what The New York Times
calls the "public health crisis" of sui-
cide. That crisis was underscored on
June 8 when the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
reported that the U.S. suicide rate
increased almost 30 percent from 1999
to 2016.

Unfortunately, people in general,
and news media in particular, have not
known how to help. Even news report-
ing on suicide can aggravate the problem, say guide-
lines promoted by the World Health Organization,
U.S. Surgeon General's office, and suicide prevention
organizations.

WHO urges: "Avoid language which sensational-
izes or normalizes suicide, or presents it as a solution
to problems"; "Avoid explicit description of the
method used in a completed or attempted suicide";
and "suicide notes should not be published."

Initial reports of Spade's death ignored this plea,
by dwelling on the specific means of death (which
could be copied by impressionable people) and quot-
ing an alleged suicide note. 

By the time Bourdain died three days later, news
agencies learned of these concerns and acted more

responsibly. And they helped educate the public
about preventing suicide. 

Prevention has to reach beyond people with iden-
tified psychiatric problems, to encompass those fac-
ing stressful situations such as health problems, bro-
ken relationships and job or financial difficulties. The
CDC says more than half of those taking their lives
had no "known mental health condition" at the time -
- which, as psychiatrists observe, means that the con-
dition was not diagnosed, not that it didn't exist. 

Experts have also identified warning signs. For
example, a person may talk about wanting to die,
about "feeling hopeless or having no purpose," about
"being a burden to others" (see http://reportingonsui-
cide.org). If someone I know shows some of these
signs, I should not leave him or her alone; I should
remove anything that could be used for suicide, seek
medical help and call the National Suicide Prevention
Lifeline at 800-273-8255 (273-TALK).

In some circles, however, this "comprehensive"
effort to prevent suicide has a glaring loophole.
People facing serious physical illness have been
tagged by a well-funded advocacy campaign as need-
ing suicide "assistance" rather than suicide preven-
tion.

The leading advocacy group, "Compassion &
Choices," claims that when these patients take their
lives, using drugs deliberately prescribed for that pur-
pose, this is "aid in dying" or "death with dignity"
rather than suicide. Yet the means are the same as in
many other suicides; the patients are almost never

evaluated for a mental disorder; in Oregon, more than
half say they are doing this because they are a "bur-
den" on others; and physical illness is well known as
one "stressor" increasing one's suicide risk.

What's more, stories used to promote this agenda
-- most notably that of Brittany Maynard, the young
cancer patient whose quest for doctor-assisted death
in Oregon was on the cover of People magazine at
most grocery checkout lines in 2014 -- egregiously
violated the guidelines on responsible reporting. Self-
killing was glorified and presented as a solution --
the only solution -- to her problems. 

And sure enough, suicide rates have risen -- not
least in Oregon, which for the past three years of the
CDC study has a suicide rate (not counting "aid in
dying" cases) 37 percent higher than the national
average. The highest rate of all is in Montana, the
only state with a court ruling allowing assisted sui-
cide in some cases.

I applaud the renewed public effort to protect
people from suicidal temptations. All of us -- includ-
ing physicians, lawmakers and journalists -- are
needed in that effort. And all of us, without excep-
tion, deserve to benefit from it. 

- - -

Doerflinger worked for 36 years in the
Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops. He writes from
Washington state.

By Effie Caldarola 
Catholic News Service

Many years ago, the Irish poet
W.B. Yeats wrote, "Things fall
apart; the center
cannot hold."  

Some
Americans feel
those words are
eerily prescient
right now. Things
are falling apart.  

The crisis
created at our
border bids us to
take action, and political action is
good. But no matter what our polit-
ical stripe, we're called first to be
Jesus' disciples. Jesus is the center.

To find that center, we need to
find silence and prayer. In an
increasingly secular society, we for-
get that action should stem from
contemplation.  

Meanwhile, racial and ethnic
profiling come to us from the top
and seep down. The administration
parades victims before us, people
who have been hurt by undocu-
mented individuals. While I have
deep sympathy for those beset by
any violent crime, there is no more
reason to suspect the majority of
those fleeing violence in Central
America than there is to suspect the
majority of those whose ancestors
arrived on the Mayflower.

We as Catholics are obliged to
speak up against bigotry, against

the dehumanization of others.
Making good legislation for border
security is one thing; calling into
question the humanity of those who
are different from us is sinful. 

Most of those fleeing violence
are, as Jeb Bush pointed out during
his presidential bid, doing so out of
love. The United Nations reports
that El Salvador and Honduras cur-
rently have the highest homicide
rates in the world. People are liter-
ally running for their lives.

As the rhetoric heats up, people
who work at the White House are
being kicked out of restaurants.
Entertainers make lewd jokes and
hurl obscenities at the president.
What's happening to us? 

St. Teresa of Kolkata put it this
way: "If we have no peace, it is
because we have forgotten that we
belong to one another."

Our world is in the largest
refugee crisis since World War II,
with over 68 million people world-
wide forcibly displaced, according
to the United Nations. Countries
across the globe face serious issues
on their borders.

A singer I know recently trav-
eled to Italy where she sang with
her choral group at a Mass at St.
Peter's Basilica. It was a thrilling
moment for Anne.

But her strongest memory? The
group sang at a refugee facility run
in part by the Catholic Church.
Anne was struck by the facility's
attractiveness, joy, cleanliness. It

was neither a detention center nor a
warehouse.

"It made me proud of my
church," she said. "It sends a
tremendous message to the world
on how the church views refugees."

Then Anne reiterated a basic
premise of our faith, one we pro-
claim as pro-life people. The facili-
ty, she said, affirmed "the dignity
of the human person."

To find out how the U.S.
church is addressing the issue, visit
justiceforimmigrants.org, which
provides education, resources and
suggestions for action. 

Closer to home, my friend
Larry recently drove 15 hours to
help a Mexican man, who is apply-
ing for asylum in the U.S, attend a
court appearance in another state.
Had he missed the court date,
called on very short notice, the
man's appeal might have been dis-
missed.   

Larry went "over and above"
the call of duty. But then, so did the
Samaritan, who stopped by the
roadside to help a stranger while
others passed him by.  

Father Pedro Arrupe, leader of
the Jesuits in the late 20th century,
said, "The church should, above all,
be the church of the oppressed, the
refugees, those persecuted for their
faith, those relegated by the rich
and powerful to the margins of
society."

That's the church where we'll
find the center.

Taking a public health crisis seriously

Making a difference

Catholic Voices

Caldarola
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Estados Unidos y México nos ofrecen un teatro de horror
que exige que actuemos como católicos.

Uso intencionalmente la palabra "católico" al nombrar
cada uno de los grupos anteriores. La mayoría de los inmi-
grantes afectados por estas circunstancias, documentados e
indocumentados, son hispanos y católicos. Estas realidades
nos tocan directamente como católicos. Son nuestras reali-
dades. 

La aplicación inmisericorde de la ley en nuestra
sociedad nos impide dar la bienvenida y extender com-
pasión a mujeres y hombres de todas las edades que buscan
una vida mejor. Como católicos no podemos simplemente
ir con la corriente. Recordemos nuestras raíces
inmigrantes.  

Los obispos católicos de los Estados Unidos han habla-
do abiertamente sobre la urgencia de abogar por normas
migratorias que sean mejores y más humanas, especial-
mente normas que no separen familias. Esto implica tam-
bién una aplicación que sea mejor y más humana de las
normas actuales.

Conversando con un obispo en California, me decía
que los obispos con frecuencia se sienten solos en cuanto a
esta tarea. Muchos católicos parecen estar poco interesados
en estos asuntos; demasiados de hecho se oponen a sus
obispos al tocar el tema migratorio. Mientras más lejos de
la frontera se encuentran los católicos, menos importancia
le dan a este tema tan importante.  

¿Cómo podemos aspirar a construir el catolicismo en
los Estados Unidos en el siglo 21 ignorando el clamor y las
penurias de millones de nuestras propias familias católicas?

Ser católico es vivir en favor de la familia. Aprovechemos
este momento, demostremos nuestra solidaridad y abogue-
mos en favor de nuestras familias católicas inmigrantes.  

Los momentos que disfruto con mi familia son mar-
avillosos. La esperanza se puede casi tocar en el calor del
hogar, con las risas y la imaginación impetuosa de los
pequeños. Mi gran deseo es que los millones de familias
católicas inmigrantes que todavía no pueden disfrutar esos
momentos -- la mayoría de ellas familias hispanas -- tam-
bién lo puedan hacer. Espero que éste sea también el deseo
de quien lee esta columna.

- - -
Ospino es profesor de teología y educación religiosa

en Boston College. Es miembro del equipo de liderazgo del
Quinto Encuentro Nacional de Pastoral Hispana/Latina.

OSPINO

(From 18)

cumstances, documented and undocumented, are
Hispanic and Catholic. These realities hit home for
Catholics. They are our realities.   

The merciless application of the rule of law in our
society limits practices of welcoming and compassion
toward women and men of all ages searching for better
lives. Catholics cannot simply go with the flow.
Remember our immigrant roots. 

The Catholic bishops of the United States have been
widely outspoken about the urgency of advocating for
better and more humane immigration policies, especially

policies that do not separate families. This implies also a
better and more humane application of existing policies. 

In conversation with a bishop in California, he
expressed that bishops often feel alone in this conversa-
tion. Many Catholics do not seem interested in these mat-
ters; too many stand in opposition to their own bishops
on questions of immigration advocacy. The further
removed from the border Catholics are, the less we think
that this is important. 

How can we build Catholicism in the United States
in the 21st century ignoring the plight and the struggles
of millions of our own Catholic families? Being Catholic
is to be pro-family. Let us then seize the moment, show

our solidarity and advocate for immigrant Catholic fami-
lies. 

The moments I spend with my family are precious.
In the warmth of the home, with the laughs and the vivid
imagination of the young, hope is almost tangible. I want
that the millions of immigrant Catholic families that can-
not yet have those moments -- most of them Hispanic
families -- have them as well. I hope you do, too.

- - -
Ospino is professor of theology and religious educa-

tion at Boston College. He is a member of the leadership
team for the Fifth National Encuentro of Hispanic/Latino
Ministry.

FAMILIES

(From 3)

Isla de Santiago, se le concedió a su
abuelo por el Rey de España en 1759.
Los antepasados del Padre Ballí emi-
graron de España en 1569. Sus padres
eran propietarios de más de un millón de
acres de tierra en el sur de Texas. A través
de su familia, el Padre Ballí llegó a
poseer la isla. Él fue el primero en tener
la isla inspeccionada, trajo a familias a
establecerse allí, y construyó la primera
iglesia para la conversión de los indios
Karankawa.

SAN JUAN

También en el Valle del Río Grande,
recomiendo altamente de pasar algún
tiempo en oración en la Basílica del
Santuario Nacional de Nuestra Señora de
San Juan del Valle en San Juan, Texas. Es
un lugar de peregrinación muy importante
para los Católicos de los Estados Unidos,
México, y Canadá. Usted puede encender
una vela, visitar la tienda de regalos reli-
giosos, y asistir a una Misa de Mariachi.
Vale la pena un viaje especial para el sur
de Texas sólo para orar en este santuario.

GALVESTON

En Galveston, además de visitas a la
playa y el Strand Historic District, no se
olvide de hacer una visita a la Basílica
Catedral de Santa María en la calle
Church. Es la iglesia madre de la Iglesia
Católica en Texas. Galveston una vez fue
la única diócesis Católica en Texas. Otro
gran edificio histórico es el famoso
Palacio del Obispo, una casa de piedra de
estilo victoriano en la esquina de la calle
Broadway y la calle 14, construida para
una familia local entre 1887 y 1893 por el
arquitecto Católico Nicholas J. Clayton.
La casa fue comprada por la Diócesis de
Galveston en 1923 y se convirtió en la

residencia del Obispo Christopher E.
Byrne. Ahora es propiedad de la
Fundación Histórica de Galveston.
Nicholas J. Clayton era un Católico devo-
to, nacido en Irlanda en 1840. Fue uno de
los primeros arquitectos profesionales de
establecer una práctica en Texas. Él con-
struyó algunas de las estructuras más her-
mosas e históricas de Texas.

BEAUMONT

Cuando esté en Beaumont, cualquier
Católico del oeste de Texas debe visitar la
Iglesia Católica de Santa Ana, donde hay
un magnífico mural de Sor María de
Jesús de Ágreda, la mística española
monja Concepcionista claustrada del siglo
17 conocida como la Dama Azul. Un
gran mural en la pared de esta iglesia par-
roquial representa Sor María enseñando a
los nativos americanos del oeste de
Texas. Alrededor del borde del mural se
encuentran pinturas réplicas del arte de
Sor María, que representa a los animales
y plantas del oeste de Texas. Ella tenía
conocimiento personal acerca de tales
detalles de la vida en Texas, aunque
nunca viajó físicamente fuera de España.

PINEY WOODS

Si alguna vez usted está en el este de
Texas, recomiendo una visita al parque
estatal Mission Tejas State Park. Se
encuentra en la carretera 21 en el conda-
do de Houston, en los Piney Woods cerca
de Crockett. Dentro de este hermoso par-
que estatal hay una réplica de la capilla
de la misión española de San Francisco
de los Tejas, la cual sirvió a los indios
Tejas de 1690-1693. También hay una
pantalla explicativa de la historia de la
misión española. También en este parque
hay un segmento original de El Camino
Real de los Tejas, que era la ruta terrestre
predominante a través de Texas durante

siglos, que se extendía desde San
Antonio, Texas, a Natchitoches,
Louisiana.

WACO

En la ciudad de Waco hay una parro-
quia local llamada St. Francis. Hay una
placa en el frente de esta iglesia, que
explica el hecho de que esta era la local-
ización del primer retiro de los Cursillos
de Cristiandad en los Estados Unidos.
Fue llevado allí por el Padre Gabriel
Fernández y dos aviadores de España –
Bernardo Vadell y Agustín Palomino –
que estaban en el entrenamiento con la
Fuerza Aérea de los EE.UU. en la antigua
base aérea de Waco. El retiro de Cursillos
fue la raíz de donde surgió una variedad
de otros movimientos de retiros, tales
como Search, ACTS, Awakening, Teens
Encounter Christ, Kairos, y Walk to
Emmaus. 

IGLESIAS PINTADAS

Una excursión muy popular en el
centro de Texas es el Painted Churches
Tour, en lugares como Praga,
Schulenburg, Dubina, y Fredericksburg.
Estas iglesias de estilo gótico fueron con-
struidas por inmigrantes checos y ale-
manes en los 1800s. Pintaron las paredes,
altares, arcos y techos de los simples san-
tuarios de madera en bellos patrones de
color. Usted puede visitar por su cuenta o
unirse a un viaje organizado. Mientras
está allí, también sugiero visitar el edifi-
cio contemporáneo de la Iglesia Católica
de San Juan Bautista en Fayetteville, para
ver las magníficas y bien conservadas
pinturas al óleo que adornan las paredes
interiores de la iglesia. Son muy impre-
sionantes.

SAN ANTONIO

En San Antonio, las famosas iglesias

misioneras españolas ofrecen muchas
oportunidades para orar y aprender sobre
nuestra historia. También hay un dato
poco conocido de la historia Católica de
Texas que se encuentra a lo largo del
famoso River Walk en el centro. Cerca
del Arneson River Theater y La Villita, si
usted se fija bien a lo largo de la acera,
puede encontrar una placa de piedra que
representa el sitio de la primera Misa
Católica que se celebró en San Antonio,
el 13 de junio de 1691. Siendo que ese
día era la Fiesta de San Antonio, se cam-
bió el nombre del río a “San Antonio.”

AUSTIN

Hay un tesoro escondido de la histo-
ria Católica en Austin, en un lugar que
nunca esperaría. Cuando yo vivía en
Austin, había un gran monumento de
granito en una colina cubierta de hierba
cerca de Barton Springs Pool en el
Parque Zilker. No estoy seguro si ese
monumento todavía se encuentra allí.
Explicaba que Barton Springs fue la ubi-
cación de tres iglesias misioneras francis-
canas que sirvieron a los americanos
nativos locales del 1730-1731: San José
de los Nazonis, San Francisco de los
Neches, y Nuestra Señora de la Purísima
Concepción de los Hainai. Cuando estas
misiones se cerraron, fueron trasladadas a
San Antonio y se restablecieron como la
Misión de San Juan Capistrano.

Estas son sólo algunas de mis sug-
erencias de viajes para los Católicos en
Texas. Espero que usted tenga la oportu-
nidad de visitar algunos de ellos, y pueda
comenzar su propia lista de favoritos
sitios históricos Católicos de Texas.
Nuestra presencia en Texas es larga y
vibrante, y tenemos mucho que celebrar.

OBISPO
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ences represented religious communities, higher edu-
cation and health care institutions.

Noting that women religious have long addressed
environmental issues and worked to protect creation,
Holy Cross Sister Sharlet Wagner provided examples
of actions by several religious communities that have
turned to renewable energy sources to power their
facilities and to engage fossil fuel companies to
change their business models as shareholders.

"God's creation is in peril by our own actions and
creation is a gift to safeguard and protect for future
generations. Climate change presents a moral crisis

and moral questions," said the president-elect of the
Leadership Conference of Women Religious. 

Jesuit Father Daniel Hendrickson, president of
Creighton University, said the institution in Omaha,
Nebraska, recognizes that climate change is a moral
issue "that threatens human life and dignity, threatens
the poor and damages our common home."

The school is one of 61 colleges and universities
that signed the declaration.

"The U.S. Catholic community stands in solidarity
with our bishops and the Holy Father in standing with
the Paris agreement," Father Hendrickson said.

The health care sector recognizes the threat of cli-
mate change to human dignity, explained Rachelle

Reyes Wenger, director of public policy and communi-
ty advocacy for California-based Dignity Health Care.

She suggested that climate change be addressed as
a public health issue because in many cases children,
poor families, senior citizens, communities of color
and people with chronic illnesses are the most nega-
tively affected.

"The urgency to act cannot be ignored," she said.
- - -

Editor's Note: The full text of the Catholic Climate

Declaration is online at

https://www.tfaforms.com/4668211.

- - -
Follow Sadowski on Twitter: @DennisSadowski

CLIMATE

(From 3)

as the Isla de Santiago grant, was grant-
ed to his grandfather by the King of
Spain in 1759. Father Ballí’s ancestors
emigrated from Spain in 1569. His par-
ents owned more than one million acres
of land in South Texas. Through his fam-
ily, Father Ballí came to own the island.
He was the first to have the island sur-
veyed, he brought in families to settle
there, and he built the first church there
for the conversion of the Karankawa
Indians.

SAN JUAN

Also in the Rio Grande Valley, I
highly recommend spending some time
in prayer in the Basilica of the National
Shrine of Our Lady of San Juan del Valle
in San Juan, Texas. It is a highly impor-
tant pilgrimage site for Catholics from
the United States, Mexico, and Canada.
You can light a candle, visit the gift
shop, and attend a Mariachi Mass. It is
worth a special trip to South Texas just
to pray in this shrine.

GALVESTON

On Galveston, besides visits to the
beach and the Strand Historic District,
don’t forget to pay a visit to St. Mary
Cathedral Basilica on Church Street. It is
the mother church of the Catholic
Church in Texas. Galveston was once the
only Catholic diocese in Texas. Another
great historic building is the famous
Bishop’s Palace, a Victorian-style stone
house at Broadway and 14th Street, built
for a local family between 1887 and
1893 by Catholic architect Nicholas J.
Clayton. The house was purchased by
the Diocese of Galveston in 1923 and

became the residence of Bishop
Christopher E. Byrne. It is now owned
by the Galveston Historical Foundation.
Nicholas J. Clayton was a devout
Catholic born in Ireland in 1840. He was
one of the first professional architects to
establish a practice in Texas. He built
some of the most beautiful and historic
structures in Texas.

BEAUMONT

When in Beaumont, any West Texas
Catholic should visit St Anne’s Catholic
Church, where there is a magnificent
mural of Sor María de Jesús de Ágreda,
the 17th-century Spanish mystic clois-
tered Conceptionista nun known as the
Lady in Blue. A large mural on the wall
of this parish church depicts Sor María
teaching the Native Americans of West
Texas. Around the border of the mural
are painted replicas of the embroidery by
Sor María, depicting the animals and
plants of West Texas. She had personal
knowledge about such details of life in
Texas, yet she never physically traveled
outside of Spain.

PINEY WOODS

If you are ever in East Texas, I rec-
ommend a visit to the Mission Tejas
State Park. It is located on Highway 21
in Houston County, in the Piney Woods
near Crockett.  Inside this beautiful state
park is a replica of the chapel from the
Spanish Mission San Francisco de los
Tejas, which served the Tejas Indians
from 1690 to 1693.  There is also an
explanatory display of the history of the
Spanish mission.  Also in this park is an
original segment of the El Camino Real
de los Tejas, which was the predominant

overland route across Texas for cen-
turies, stretching from San Antonio,
Texas, to Natchitoches, Louisiana.

WACO

In the city of Waco is a local parish
church called St. Francis. There is a
plaque on the front of this church,
explaining the fact that this was the loca-
tion of the very first Cursillo Retreat in
the United States. It was brought there
by Father Gabriel Fernandez and two air-
men from Spain — Bernardo Vadell and
Agustin Palomino — who were in train-
ing with the U.S. Air Force at the old
Waco Air Force Base. The Cursillo
Retreat was the root from which sprang a
variety of other retreat movements, such
as Search, ACTS, Awakening, Teens
Encounter Christ, Kairos, and Walk to
Emmaus.

PAINTED CHURCHES

A very popular tour in Central Texas
is the Painted Churches Tour, in places
like Praha, Schulenburg, Dubina, and
Fredericksburg.  These Gothic-style
churches were built by Czech and
German immigrants in the 1800s.  They
painted the walls, altars, arches, and ceil-
ings of the simple wooden sanctuaries in
beautiful patterns of color.  You can visit
them on your own or join an organized
tour.  While you are there, I suggest also
visiting the more contemporary building
of St. John the Baptist Catholic Church
in Fayetteville to see the magnificent and
well-preserved oil paintings that adorn
the interior walls of the church.  They
are most impressive.

SAN ANTONIO

In San Antonio, the famous Spanish

mission churches provide many opportu-
nities to pray and learn about our history.
There is also a little-known tidbit of
Texas Catholic history to be found along
the famous River Walk downtown.  Near
the Arneson River Theatre and La Villita,
if you look carefully along the sidewalk,
you can find a stone plaque that depicts
the site of the first Catholic Mass to be
celebrated in San Antonio, on June 13,
1691.  Since that day was the Feast of St.
Anthony, they renamed the river “San
Antonio.”

AUSTIN

There is a hidden treasure of
Catholic history in Austin in a place you
would never expect.  When I lived in
Austin, there was a large granite monu-
ment on a grassy hill at Barton Springs
Pool within Zilker Park.  I’m not sure if
that monument is still located there.  It
explained that Barton Springs was the
location of three early Franciscan mis-
sion churches that served the local
Native Americans from 1730 to 1731:
San José de los Nazonis, San Francisco
de los Neches, and Nuestra Señora de la
Purísima Concepción de los Hainai.
When these missions were closed, they
were transferred to San Antonio and
were reestablished as the San Juan
Capistrano mission.

These are only a few of my travel
tips for Catholics in Texas.  I hope you
will have a chance to visit some of them,
and to start your own favorite list of
Texas Catholic historical sites.  Our pres-
ence in Texas is long and vibrant, and we
have much to celebrate.

BISHOP

(Para 17)

superar problemas, reveses y fracasos.
"Ahora tenéis el desafío de actuar con honestidad y

equidad en vuestro trato con los demás, sean jóvenes o
ancianos. ¡No huyáis de este desafío!" el papa dijo en
las Filipinas en el 2015.

El amor y la esperanza son temas centrales en
todos los discursos preparados, comentarios improvisa-
dos y respuestas a las preguntas de los jóvenes.
Aprender a amar significa arriesgarse, el papa
Francisco les dijo a los jóvenes en Filipinas, y nos
llama a ser honestos y justos. El amor del que habla no

es egoísta, pero da vida, se basa en acciones y respeto.
El papa también aclara que la esperanza cristiana

va más allá que el optimismo. Él le dijo a jóvenes de
Uganda que la esperanza "no defrauda, porque en el
bautismo el amor de Dios ha sido derramado en nue-
stros corazones por el Espíritu Santo".

Esta esperanza "nos hace capaces de confiar en las
promesas de Cristo, en la fuerza de su perdón, de su
amistad, de su amor", dijo. La esperanza nos llama a
arriesgarnos y a evitar falsas promesas de alegrías
pasajeras y egoístas.

Creo que una de las razones por las que los jóvenes
se sienten atraídos por el papa Francisco es que él se

esfuerza por tomarlos en serio. Él no hace promesas de
una vida fácil y sin preocupaciones. Sus palabras se
basan en verdades pero también son una respuesta a su
escucha a los jóvenes.

"¿Qué es lo que mueve tu vida? ¿Qué hay en tu
corazón, dónde están tus aspiraciones?" el papa
Francisco le pregunto a la juventud de Cuba el 20 de
Septiembre de 2015. Su siguiente pregunta puede ser
para todos nosotros: "¿Estás dispuesto a arriesgarte
siempre por algo más grande?"

El papa tiene claro que una vida de felicidad con
Dios, aunque no es fácil, es real y duradera. Se necesi-
ta valentía para ser verdaderamente feliz.

CHIN
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World. But how unfortunate, that most of
the diary of her North American experi-
ences has been lost. Her writings inspired
in a spiritual way two great Franciscan
missionaries — now Saint Juan Junipero
Serra, and the one I call the patron saint of
Texas, Father Antonio Margil — both of
whom carried her writing with them along
with the Bible. As regards her principal
and masterful writing, The Mystical City
of God, I share with you the words of one
of the most renowned modern
Mariologists, Father Laurent, who stated
that she wrote the most astonishing book
ever written by humankind in the history
of the world because it was substantially
revealed to her word by word by the
Virgin Mary. In his well-researched book
written in 2003, Venerable Mother Ágreda
and the Mariology of Vatican II, Father
Enrique Llamas of Salamanca strongly
defends the orthodoxy and profound bibli-
cal character of her Mariology and its ref-
erence to the Church today. 

Now, some comments and reflections
on how God used this humble holy ser-
vant Sor María de Jesús de Ágreda, the
Lady in Blue, for the hundreds of mysteri-
ous visits made in the New World over a
period of at least 11 years between 1620
and 1631. As we know, the Native
Americans, the Jumanos to whom she
appeared, gave her the name the Lady in
Blue from the blue mantle she wore. A lit-
tle anecdote, as most of you know, she is
linked to the beautiful state flower of
Texas, the bluebonnet. The Native
Americans have recorded that where her
blue mantel touched the earth as she was
leaving, up sprouted these beautiful flow-
ers we call the bluebonnets. As I men-
tioned earlier the miraculous, the mysteri-
ous, the glitter and the glamour of the life
of Sor María de Jesús, of the Lady in
Blue, centers around her marvelous multi-
ple-hundreds of apparitions to the
Jumanos and other Native Americans,
especially in the Southwest area. These
humble people of God were of course
very much attracted to these miraculous
apparitions of this kind Lady in Blue, who
treated them with kindness and tenderness.
She never condemned them for their natu-
ral way of life, which often focused on
God’s creation and nature as they under-
stood them, as they had not received the
complete supernatural revelation that we
have in the Bible. Divinely sent, she gave
them the astounding message of
Christianity, the news of God the Father’s
love for them, that they too are children of
this newly revealed God, and of Christ’s
saving message and faith in which they
would share in baptism. Historically we
know that this would change their lives in
a profound manner. This beautiful work of
art that we dedicated today captures in a
very impressive way these mysterious vis-
its of the Lady in Blue. While not the most
and significant elements for her canoniza-
tion, a most important part and parcel of
the life of this saintly servant of the Lord,
Sor María de Ágreda, known as the Lady
in Blue, are these miraculous appearances
that she made in the New World, especial-
ly in the areas of New Mexico, Texas and
Arizona. Between 1620 and 1631, Sister
María de Jesús shared with her fellow sis-
ters in the monastery that she would medi-

tate for hours, and in a supernatural trance
that she was often “transported by the help
of angels to settlements of people called
Jumanos.” She shared with them about
over 500 spiritual travels to a faraway
land, to a New Spain, what today is called
Texas and New Mexico. The young
abbess reported further and less frequent
visits afterwards. Word began to spread in
Spain about the experience of this clois-
tered nun. In early fifteenth century Spain,
this was not a prudent claim during the
heights of the Spanish Inquisition. Hence
Sor María found herself at the center of a
dangerous, wild controversy. As regards
these miraculous apparitions — some 500
or more — we ponder how they hap-
pened. All this happened while she
remained physically in the monastery of
Ágreda. Sor María in her writings gives us
some explanation of how they happened
and the effect on her. She called them
mystical experiences, beyond her control,
God working in her in a unique extraordi-
nary manner. Remember, while most of
the Native Americans marveled at her
appearances, some tried to harm her. She
speaks about them as negative elements,
like witch doctors, brujos. These mysteri-
ous visits of this dedicated servant of God
were used as the means by God to prepare
the first Americans for further evangeliza-
tion by the Franciscan missionaries and
for the beautiful sacrament of baptism
bringing them into the new divine com-
munity of the Body of Christ. When the
first Americans were asked by the
Franciscan friars how they knew already
about the basics of Christianity and were
eager to be baptized, they said they had
been visited by a beautiful Lady in Blue
who told them to ask the missionaries for
further help. The first of these mysterious
apparitions were to the Jumanos of Isleta,
now known as the Salinas National
Monument about 65 miles south of
Albuquerque, New Mexico.

Naturally the Spanish missionaries
and explorers were puzzled as regards the
request of these native people for baptism
who had never officially heard about
Christianity, about Jesus Christ the Savior,
nor of the divine revelation given to us in
the Old and New Testament. This lovely
kind Lady in Blue preached the teachings
and truths of the Lord in their native lan-
guages, and even handed out rosaries and
other religious articles and helped them
build crosses. Her trips to the New World
occurred shortly before the Franciscan fri-
ars were sent to evangelize these unex-
plored territories.  

As you already know, finally, count-
less visits by this young beautiful evange-
lizer, the Lady in Blue, prompted the
superior of the Franciscan missionaries,
Father Alonzo Benavides, with his co-
workers, to collect and record over 500
cases from thousands of Native Americans
who approached the Franciscans asking
for baptism, as explained by this unique
Lady in Blue. The unique divine interven-
tion of God through a young evangelizer
dressed in blue opened the door for the
Franciscans to baptize over 50,000 in
record time and install 25 missions and
minister to more than 90 towns. As we
know, Father Benavides would eventually
compare notes on these apparitions with
the new Franciscan missionaries coming
into Mexico from Spain, who told about

the mystical, ecstatic experience of a clois-
ter nun, a sister in Ágreda, Spain, who
claimed she was miraculously transported
by God from her home in Spain to give
divine messages to people in a land thou-
sands of miles away. During the height of
the Inquisition trial, Father Alonzo
Benavides and other Franciscans eventual-
ly went to Spain and visited Sor María
about her miraculous visits to an unknown
land and to people called the Jumanos and
shared with her and the proper Church
authorities the 500 recorded messages
from the Jumanos and others. He was
determined to get to the truth of these
mysterious stories coming from the
Jumanos and from reports from Spain.
After Father Benavides visited Sor María,
he published a report, called memorials, in
1631, which indicated he had clear evi-
dence that Sor María was truthful and that
she was the woman called by the Native
Americans as the Lady in Blue. In the
interview, Sor María gave Father
Benavides detailed descriptions of the
clothing and customs of the tribe she
taught. She gave names of specific indi-
viduals in the tribes that he either knew or
he later found to be accurate. When Father
Benavides asked her where she learned to
speak all the Indian languages — she did-
n’t, she said. “I simply spoke to them and
God let us understand one another.” 

For the incredulous, Father
Benavides’ report, called memorials, of his
visit with Sor María de Jesús de Ágreda
between 1631 and 1633, offer proof that
the visits of Sor María of Ágreda were not
just fanatic legends or superstitions of
native people. Sor María was basically
untutored, without much formal education,
but she had extraordinary, spiritual, super-
natural learning and even the Spanish
Inquisition concluded that she had
acquired knowledge by prayer and con-
templation. The well-known and respected
historian Carlos Castañeda speaks very
favorably about the visit Father Benavides
had with Sor María in his report, in our
Catholic heritage of Texas.

After writing his memorials, Father
Benavides requested that Sor María write
a letter to the missionaries who were still
bringing the new message of Christianity
to God’s native people. Let me give you
just a few words from this lengthy letter
signed by Sor María de Ágreda at Father
Benavides’ request: she wrote — “con-
cerning what the mercy of God … has
worked in my simple heart. Perhaps he
chooses the most insignificant and unwor-
thy individual to show the strength of his
almighty hand so that the living may
know that all things derive from the hand
of the Father of Light dwelling on high
and that we obtain everything through the
power and strength of the almighty. By the
hand and aid of his angels I was carried
where ever they took me … remember by
example and patience everything can be
endured as the example helps very much
… so I entreat, advise, and urge them
(you) on behalf of the Lord to labor in
such a blessed task, praising the most high
for your good fortune and blessings which
are great indeed. For the divine majesty
appoints you his treasurers and dispersers
of his precious blood and places in your
hands what it can purchase, which is the
souls of so many Indians, who lacking
light and someone to furnish it to them

continue in darkness and blindness and are
deprived of the most desirable fruits of the
immaculate, tender and delightful love and
of the blessings of eternal salvation.” This
letter provided inspiration and wisdom for
the first Franciscan members in this area
and New Mexico.

As we reflect on the first evangeliza-
tion, the bringing of the Gospel, to the
New World of what we call today the
U.S.A., there is nothing that equals and
compares with how God, through a hum-
ble, holy nun in Ágreda, Spain, brought
the good news of the Gospel, Christianity,
to the New World, to this part of the
U.S.A., that we call the Southwest today
— Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, and
beyond. In the first evangelization of our
country beginning in the 15th century, we
celebrate and remember the daring, the
faith-filled and courageous efforts of many
zealous and generous evangelizers, among
them saints and martyrs, like St. John
Brebeuf and St. Isaac Jogues, but nothing
in the entire first evangelization of what
we call today the entire U.S.A. matches
God directly selecting a simple humble
nun from a faraway country, Sor María de
Ágreda, whom the native people called the
Lady in Blue, for this to happen in what
we call today the Southwestern part of the
U.S.A. The only event and manner of first
evangelization in the entire whole New
World of South, Central and North
America that exceeds what happened in
West Texas and New Mexico is Jesus ask-
ing his own mother to intervene in the first
evangelization in what we call the entire
New World, with the apparitions of what
we know today as Our Lady of Guadalupe
in Mexico in 1531. Guadalupe is the
greatest event and example of how Christ,
through his mother, wanted to bring the
news of the Gospel to people who had
never heard the good news. Then follows
the evangelization apparitions of Sor
María de Ágreda in the southern part of
the U.S.A. Our Lady of Guadalupe and
Sor María, guided by the Holy Spirit, used
the same kind of loving, joyful message of
evangelization, centered on the heart and
respecting God’s people and the cultural
situation in which they find themselves.
This is the new, but ever old, method of
true evangelization.

These miraculous apparitions of Sor
María make us ask the question: of all the
miracles performed in the name and by
the power of God, by all saints in all of
history, which is the most unbelievable?
Curing the sick? Raising the dead?
Driving out demons? How about a seven-
teenth century nun who God flew across
the Atlantic more than 500 times 300
years before the invention of the airplane?
It must be near the top if not at the top.

As mentioned already, to promote her
canonization, to give life to the message
of Sor María de Ágreda, and to truly bring
her life and spirit alive for us today, we
need to develop programs of prayer and
spirituality as we ask her intercession and
to develop specific ways of imitating her
holiness in our lives — centered on Christ
and Mary. Then we will become, as Pope
Francis says, missionary disciples for our
time and age. These are primary ways of
honoring her and advancing her canoniza-
tion. These are the lasting monuments of
God’s love in our individual and commu-
nity lives.

LADY IN BLUE
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point, Kendra and I were seated at a table
full of girls when one girl came in late
and sat with us. Since the girls cannot
freely move around, I immediately got
her a plate of food and said to her, “Let
me know if you need anything else.” The
girl replied, “Just your love,” to which
Kendra announced to the table of girls
regarding me, “Wow! You all treat her
better than her own kids treat her!” After
our visit, Kendra remarked, “They’re so
sweet! They’re so precious!”

We also have sacramental preparation
classes on Wednesdays, and I have been
sporadically helping with those when I
don’t have CCD to teach in my parish.
When Deacon Andy Gonzalez of St.
Joseph in San Angelo, the head of our
sacramental preparation team, asked me
to help with this before I had even gone
to the prison, my response was an
emphatic “no.” However, after I went for
my first visit, I eagerly want to help with
sacramental preparation, too. During a
recent monthly MOTC visit, I heard one
of the girls in sacramental preparation
say to Deacon Andy regarding the Bible,

“I read John like you said. Now what
should I read?” He suggested Acts. At
sacramental preparation four days later, I
heard her say to him, “I finished Acts.
Now what should I read?” I wrote her a
letter the next day to tell her, among
other things, that she inspires me to want
to be a better Catholic and a better per-
son. Her knowledge in sacramental
preparation is beyond amazing. She reads
so much. I told her I aspire to be more
like her. As the girls are on strict 16-hour
days with little free time, I told her she
makes me question myself as to why I
don't regularly read more about
Catholicism.

On this special journey practicing my
Catholic faith, while being challenged
along the way, I learn so much more
about our religion. While helping the girl
previously involved with satanic rituals
explore which confirmation saint she
should pick, I learned a lot about our
saints during her selection process. After
much deliberation, she wisely picked
Saint Maximilian Kolbe, patron saint of
drug addiction. I look forward to helping
the girl who reads the Bible nonstop
select her saint for confirmation, along

with the rest of her sacramental prepara-
tion classmates. The girls’ questions and
remarks after reading the Bible and other
reading materials we give them demon-
strate how much they're learning about
God. My heart swells with pride over
"my girls." In our Ministry of the Third
Cross, they are all our treasured girls.

Before last fall, prison ministry was
one of the farthest things from my mind.
Now it is always on my mind. Never
could I have imagined such a fulfilling
beautiful ministry! If some of these girls
hadn't gotten incarcerated, they may have
never found God. To witness their glow
after receiving the Eucharist and to be in
awe of their deep thirst for spirituality, I
find myself truly inspired by these girls
daily in this unique life-giving experi-
ence. On the very day I planned to sub-
mit this article, I received a letter from
one of the girls which in part said, “I just
want yall to now yall mean something to
me. Your are my angels because I so
close to God now and I never throught I
could be in his hands and now I’m with
him all the time.” (sic) What a touching
testimony! I have a feeling my heart will
be staying there forever.

SCHWARTZ

(From 15)

Today, many people, "many heads of
state or government," forge the same sce-
nario: start with a lie and "after you
destroy both a person and a situation
with that falsehood," there is a judgment
and a conviction, he said. 

Many countries, today, he added,
"they use this method: destroy free com-
munication."

But individuals, too, are also tempted

to destroy others by talking behind their
back, telling lies or spreading scandalous
news, the pope said.

Talking about scandals is enormously
seductive, he said, and "one is seduced
by scandals. Good news isn't a seduc-
tress." 

"The seduction of scandal in commu-
nication backs one into a corner," in that
it destroys people like Naboth or St.
Stephen, who was stoned to death by
people who didn't want to hear the truth.

There have been "so many people, so
many countries destroyed by evil and
calumnious dictatorships," he said,
including the ones that persecuted the
Jews with "calumnious communication"
so they ended up in Auschwitz. 

"Oh, it was a horror, but it's a horror
that happens today -- in small communi-
ties, to people, in many countries. The
first step is to seize communications, and
later destroy, judgment and death," he
said.

MEDIA

(From 15)

Salvini banned the NGO rescue ship
Aquarius, with more than 600 migrants
aboard, to dock and has vowed to stop any
foreign boats carrying rescued migrants into
the country.  The separation of families in the
United States, however, isn't a new problem,
the pope said. 

In a transcript of the interview shared by
Reuters, the pope said, "During Obama's
(presidency), I celebrated Mass at Ciudad
Juarez, on the border, and on the other side
there were 50 bishops concelebrating and in
the stadium there were many people. The
problem was already there; it wasn't just
Trump but also the government before."

Nevertheless, Pope Francis said the cur-
rent wave of populist rhetoric against
migrants was "creating psychosis" and that
people seeking a better life should not be
rejected.  Europe, he added, is facing a "great
demographic winter" and, without immigra-
tion, the continent "will become empty."

"Some governments are working on it,
and people have to be settled in the best pos-
sible way, but creating psychosis is not the
cure," he said. "Populism does not resolve
things. What resolves things is acceptance,
study, prudence."

- - -
Follow Arocho on Twitter: @arochoju

IMMIGRATION

Members of the Border Patrol Search, Trauma, and Rescue Unit near Falfurrias, Texas,
apprehend an immigrant from Guatemala June 19. Pope Francis told Reuters he stands
with the U.S. bishops in their condemnation of the Trump administration's immigration poli-
cy, which has led to children being held in government shelters while their parents are
detained in federal prison. (CNS photo/Adrees Latif, Reuters)
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St. Mary, Star of the Sea in Ballinger celebrates Corpus Christi Sunday
Contributed by St. Mary, Ballinger

On Sunday, June 3, St. Mary, Star of the Sea
Parish in Ballinger sponsored a very special celebra-
tion of the Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ.
The Most Reverend Michael J. Sis, Bishop of San
Angelo, presided in the Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament, a walking Eucharistic Procession around
the parish grounds, and a five-mile Eucharistic
motorcade through the streets of Ballinger. Its pur-
pose was to consecrate and dedicate the parish, the
city, and the surrounding area to Jesus Christ. The
Eucharistic motorcade was led by Bishop Sis and
Father Yesuratnam Mulakaleti under a vehicle-
mounted canopy with the Blessed Sacrament
exposed in the monstrance. During the motorcade,
the local radio station, KRUN, broadcast live com-
mentary by Bishop Sis, religious music, and the
recitation of the Rosary. Approximately 125 vehi-
cles participated in the Eucharistic motorcade.

Following the motorcade everyone reassembled
in the church for the closing of Exposition and a
Benediction service. Everyone was invited to a fel-
lowship meal served in the Parish Center.

Parishioners feel that it is not a coincidence that Ballinger and
its immediate area was blessed with as much as two inches of rain
during the early morning hours the next morning. Our parish is
currently contemplating to repeat the Eucharistic Procession and
motorcade next year.

This celebration was the inspiration of Father Mulakaleti, pas-
tor of St. Mary, Star of the Sea. Since coming to St. Mary’s, Father
Yesu has initiated many activities designed to inspire dedication to
the Holy Eucharist, develop spirituality, increase the commitment
to the Catholic faith, and encourage vocations to the priesthood and

religious life. Some notable initiatives include: the institution and
dedication of the St. Joseph Adoration Chapel by Bishop Sis in
October 2017; a 31-day Gregorian novena of the Holy Rosary
during the month of May, prayed in parishioners’ homes, in
preparation for the Feast of Corpus Christi celebration; and a
traveling “Vocation Chalice” that is sent home with a different
family each week to encourage family prayers for vocations.

A special word of thanks is extended to the staff of the City
of Ballinger, the Ballinger Police Department, and the Runnels
County Sheriff’s Office for the assistance rendered with traffic
control during the motorcade.

Photos from the Corpus Christi procession in Ballinger, June 3. (courtesy photos)

Procession for the Solemnity of the Birth of St. John the Baptist, Our Lady of San Juan Mission
in Odessa, June 24. (photo by Alan Torre/APTorre Photography)

Eucharistic procession, Corpus
Christi Sunday, at St. Lawrence
Parish in St. Lawrence, June 3. 

(courtesy photo)

Corpus Christi procession at St. Ambrose Parish in Wall, June 3. (courtesy photo)

Walking
in
the
Faith
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