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Sara Campos Aguilar, executive director of Catholic
Charities, Odessa, poses with a painting created for
the organization by local Odessa artist Capel
Campbell. The five hands in the painting represent
the five Catholic parishes in Odessa — Holy
Redeemer, St. Anthony, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, St.
Joseph, and St. Mary — lifting Catholic Charities up
in support, prayer, and volunteerism. Catholic
Charities, Odessa, recently reopened for business
after a closure due to damage from a hailstorm.
(photo courtesy seminarian Francisco Camacho)
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Prasad Gallela, Indian bishop with ties
to Diocese of San Angelo, resigns
By Hannah Brockhaus
Catholic News Agency
KADAPA, India (CNA/EWTN News) — Pope
Francis accepted Monday, Dec. 10 the resignation of
Bishop Prasad Gallela from the pastoral government
of the Diocese of Cuddapah, in the Indian state of
Andhra Pradesh. Gallela was in August the object of a
criminal complaint for allegedly using diocesan funds
to maintain an alleged “wife” and adult son.
Gallela served as a priest in the Diocese of San
Angelo from 2000 to 2004 and has returned to the diocese since then to make mission appeals in local
parishes.
Bishop emeritus of Guntur, Bali Gali, was named
temporary apostolic administrator sede vacante of the
diocese.
In a statement Dec. 10, Bishop Theodore
Mascarenhas, Auxiliary Bishop of Ranchi and secretary general of the Indian bishops’ conference, said,
“We thank Bishop Prasad Gallela for his dedicated
services to the Church in Cuddapah and the Church in
India, and we entrust him to the intercession of Our
Lady, Queen of Apostles.”
Gallela, 56, has consistently denied the charges of
embezzlement or that he has a concubine or child.
According to UCA News, Gallela maintains that the
woman and 18-year-old man identified by the petitioners are the wife and son of his deceased brother, for
whom his family cares.
The bishop had been summoned to appear before
Lok Adalat, a government-approved forum for settling
pending court cases, Aug. 18. The outcome of the
court case is unclear.

A Dec. 10 announcement from the Vatican provided no explanation for the bishop’s resignation, stating
only that “the Holy Father Francis accepted the resignation from the pastoral government of the Diocese of
Cuddapah (India), presented by Msgr. Prasad Gallela.”
Two lay members of Gallela’s diocese brought
charges against him in June, including accusations of
money laundering, misappropriation of diocesan
funds, corruption, and cheating civil and religious
authorities, according to UCA News.
They also claim to have documents proving his
attempted marriage to a woman, and that he bought
properties for her and their son using millions of
Indian rupees (tens of thousands of US dollars) from
donations and other public funds.
UCA News reported in August that Fr. A.X.J.
Bosco, who works for the rights of low-caste Indians,
claimed the allegations were several years old and
connected with an ongoing caste fight within the
Church in India. He also drew a connection with the
allegations and the April 2016 kidnapping and assault
of Gallela.
About the documents supporting the allegations,
Bosco said they needed to be verified by competent
authorities.
Gallela said the allegations were false and told
UCA News he thinks those accusing him are the same
people who kidnapped him. “They are high-caste people and have the power, means and money. Everybody
is afraid to talk against them,” he said.
Gallela was ordained a priest in 1989. He has been
the bishop of the Diocese of Cuddapah since March 1,
2008. Cuddapah, a suffragan diocese of Hyderabad,
has around 134,000 Catholics.

Pete Micale, former WTA editor, dies
Colonel (Ret.) Peter N. Micale III passed away
peacefully surrounded by his family on Dec. 6, 2018.
Pete was born on Sept. 28, 1930, in New York City.
He attended Cardinal Hayes High School, Fordham
University, the College of William and Mary, and
Loyola University. After graduating from Fordham in
1953, he joined the Macy’s Junior Executive program
while waiting for his commission from the United
States Air Force. On April 24, 1954, after a brief nineyear courtship, he married the love of his life
Josephine Nesti.
His Air Force career began immediately after their
honeymoon at Keesler Air Force Base in Biloxi,
Mississippi. Pete’s Air Force career spanned 27 years
and one day, taking his growing family across the
United States and abroad. Pete and Jo welcomed five
children, thirteen grandchildren, and five great-grandchildren. He was a Vietnam War veteran, earning the
Bronze Star Medal, and a proud member of the United
States Air Force Air Weather Service. In 1978, he
arrived at his final duty station, Goodfellow Air Force
Base, where he was awarded the Legion of Merit
Medal for outstanding service as the School
Commander of the 3480th Technical Training Group.
He retired from the Air Force in 1981 and subsequently owned a construction company, was a Meteorologist
on KIDY TV, served as a San Angelo City
Councilman, and worked for the Catholic Diocese of
San Angelo as the editor of the West Texas Angelus.
Pete and Jo were avid members of Holy Angels
Catholic Church where Pete served as a Lector and
Eucharistic Minister. He was a 67-year member of the
Knights of Columbus and served as a District Deputy
and Color Corps Commander of the 4th degree. Pete
had a zest for life and loved to have fun. He most

cherished his roles as Dad and Nonno to his everexpanding family. He was always supportive and interested in hearing all the latest news through phone
calls, Facetime, and visits. He will be so missed.
Pete enjoyed happy years with his second wife,
Elaine Finn Micale, at Royal Estates in San Angelo.
He is survived by his son Col. (Ret.) Peter N.
Micale IV (Diane) and daughters Rosy Hester (John),
Ginamaria Micale, Paula Baierski (Chris), and Annie
Webb (David); his grandchildren Dennis Hester
(Alexis), Benjamin Hester (Julie), Don Hale (Genia),
Capt. Peter N. Micale V (Codye), Sarah Buesing
(Dave), Larry Micale, Anna Micale, PO1 Michael
Baierski (Chrissy), Joseph Baierski, Christophor
Baierski, Jameson Webb, Thomas Webb and Meredith
Webb; his great-grandchildren Ge’Micah Jones, Ava
Hester, Miles Hester, Parker Buesing, and Violet
Hester; and his beloved nieces and nephew Joanne
Nesti, Christine Mazziotti, and Michael Nesti, their
spouses and children.
Pete was preceded in death by his parents Jenny
and Peter Micale, his wife Josephine Micale, and
Elaine Finn Micale.
The entire Micale family would like to offer our
deepfelt gratitude for the wonderful care of the many
doctors, nurses, office staff, and caregivers who treated
Pete with love, respect, and dignity. May God bless
you all, too many wonderful people to name.
Col. (Ret.) Micale will be interred at Arlington
National Cemetery where he will share a final resting
place with his beloved Joey at a later time.
In lieu of flowers, Memorial contributions can be
made to Holy Angels Catholic Church, 2202 Rutgers,
San Angelo, TX 76904, or Fisher House at www.fisherhouse.org.

Be a part of the next step of
our Pastoral Planning journey!
Bishop Sis is so grateful for the tremendous
response to date for our pastoral planning process.
Over 1,000 people participated in focus groups and
listening sessions held throughout the diocese this
fall. In addition, over 800 people responded to the
online survey, both in English and Spanish.
We want to share these results with everyone in
the diocese. On February 9, the diocese will offer
two online webinars that will provide a one-hour
summary of wonderful input we have received from
people throughout the diocese. This summary of the
surveys, focus groups and listening sessions will be
held from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Central Time in
English and from 11:00 a.m. until noon Central Time
in Spanish. These webinars will provide a summary
of the major themes we heard — the needs and
opportunities for our diocese. These online sessions
will not be simply a presentation, but will provide participants the opportunity to ask questions and give
input. If you would rather participate simply by
phone, please register for the webinar and we will
provide all the materials in advance by e-mail.
Please go to the registration link to be found at
www.sanangelodiocese.org/pastoral-plan. If you are
not able to join, recordings of both the Spanish and
English language webinars will be posted afterward
at the same location.
Finally, please keep the pastoral planning
process in your prayers over the coming months.
This is not a secular planning exercise, but a collective discernment among all the people of our diocese. For this reason, your prayers are a vital part of
the process.
If you have any questions about the webinars or
how to access them, please contact the pastoral
center at 325-651-7500.

To Report Sexual Abuse
The Catholic Diocese of San Angelo is firmly committed
to creating and maintaining the safest possible environment
for our children and vulnerable adults. If you or someone
you know has been sexually abused by anyone who serves
the Church, and you need a place to talk with someone
about your feelings of betrayal or hurt by the Church, we are
here to help you. To report incidents, call Lori Hines, Victim
Assistance Coordinator, 325-374-7609 (cell), or write
Diocese of San Angelo, Victim Assistance Ministry, PO Box
1829, San Angelo, TX 76902. If the incident occurred outside this diocese, our Victim Assistance Coordinator will
assist in bringing your concern to the attention of the appropriate diocese. Please keep in mind that one always has
the right to report abuse to civil authorities, and civil law
requires that any abuse of a minor must be reported.

Para Reportar Abuso Sexual
La Diócesis Católica de San Ángelo está firmemente
comprometida a crear y mantener el ambiente más seguro
posible para nuestros niños y adultos vulnerables. Si usted
o alguien que usted conoce ha sido víctima de abuso sexual por cualquier persona que sirve a la Iglesia, y necesita un
lugar para hablar con alguien sobre sus sentimientos de
traición o herido por la Iglesia, estamos aquí para ayudarle.
Para reportar incidentes, llame a Lori Hines, Coordinadora
de Asistencia a Víctimas, 325-374-7609 (celular), o escriba
a la Diócesis de San Ángelo, Ministerio de Asistencia a
Víctimas, PO Box 1829, San Ángelo, TX 76902. Si el incidente ocurrió fuera de esta diócesis, nuestra Coordinadora
de Asistencia a Victimas le ayudará a traer su preocupación
a la atención de la diócesis correspondiente. Por favor,
tenga en cuenta que uno siempre tiene el derecho de reportar el abuso a las autoridades civiles, y la ley civil requiere
que cualquier abuso de un menor de edad debe ser reportado.
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From The Bishop’s Desk
By Bishop Michael Sis
Diocese of San Angelo

We are a people of hope

The year 2019 begins with some major challenges.
Social and political divisions affect the spirit of our
nation. The income gap is widening.
Life expectancy in the United States
has declined, due in part to an
increase in suicide and drug overdose. Drug-related crimes and incidences of family violence seem to
appear in the local news every day.
Around the world, injustice and violence have led millions of people to
flee their homelands as refugees. Our
Bishop Sis
family relationships are sometimes
painful and perplexing. In our Church, there is a need
for reform, purification, and renewal.
In the face of so many challenges, we could use a
good dose of hope. Of all the things we need at the
beginning of this new year, I put hope at the top of the
list. This article will explore the virtue of hope, in the
desire that it may become a central focus of our spiritual growth this year.
Along with love and faith, hope is one of the three
theological virtues. It is a gift from God. We cannot create hope by our own human efforts; we can only receive
it as a gift from God. So, when we find ourselves running low on it, we must pray to God for the gift of
hope.
According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church,
hope keeps us from discouragement. It sustains us during times of abandonment. It opens our hearts in expectation of eternal happiness in union with God (CCC, no.

1818). Hope brings joy, even in the midst of the deepest it will always be true that our behavior is not indifferent
hardships. St. Paul says, “Rejoice in your hope, be
before God and therefore is not indifferent for the
patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer” (Rom
unfolding of history” (Spe Salvi, no. 35).
12:12).
In his encyclical on Christian love, Pope Benedict
Our hope is not just optimism or wishful thinking. It XVI offers a hopeful vision of how each of us must do
is rooted in God’s promises to be with his people, even
our own part, and we must trust that God will do God’s
in the midst of trials. Throughout the Scriptures, there is part. He writes, “There are times when the burden of
a consistent message that God has been there for us in
need and our own limitations might tempt us to become
the past, and he will likewise be there for us in the
discouraged. But precisely then we are helped by the
future. Over and over again, he says, “Do not be afraid,
knowledge that, in the end, we are only instruments in
for I am with you” (e.g., see Acts 18:9). Christian hope
the Lord's hands; and this knowledge frees us from the
finds its foundation in the resurrection of Jesus Christ
presumption of thinking that we alone are personally
from the dead. The Resurrection demonstrates that
responsible for building a better world. In all humility
God’s power is victorious over death and that, in the
we will do what we can, and in all humility we will
end, God’s justice will prevail over the injustices of this entrust the rest to the Lord. It is God who governs the
world.
world, not we. We offer him our service only to the
Hope is not a mere passive attitude. It leads us to
extent that we can, and for as long as he grants us the
active engagement to assist others and to do whatever
strength” (Deus Caritas Est, no. 35).
we can to reduce suffering. Inspired by hope, we know
Hope motivates us to invest our time, energy, and
that our choices and our actions make a difference for
our own future and for others, both in this life and in
See BISHOP, Page 22
the next. God is at work in this world, and we are
God’s co-workers (see 1 Cor 3:9). As a people of
hope, we know that there is a divine force at work
in this world that goes beyond what we are able to
accomplish through our own strength. This is the
power of the Holy Spirit of God.
In his encyclical letter on Christian hope, Pope Like an olive tree flourishing in the house of God,
Benedict XVI says, “Certainly we cannot ‘build’
I trust in God’s mercy forever and ever.
the Kingdom of God by our own efforts. … The
I will thank you forever
Kingdom of God is a gift, and precisely because of for what you have done.
this, it is great and beautiful, and constitutes the
I will put my hope in your name — for it is good,
response to our hope … even when we are fully
— in the presence of those devoted to you.
aware that Heaven far exceeds what we can merit,

The Prayer Square

Psalm 52:10–11

Somos un pueblo de esperanza
Por Obispo Michael Sis
Diócesis de San Ángelo
El año 2019 comienza con algunos retos importantes. Divisiones sociales y políticas afectan el
espíritu de nuestra nación. La brecha de ingresos es
cada vez mayor. La expectativa de vida en los
Estados Unidos ha disminuido, debido en parte a un
aumento en el suicidio y sobredosis
de drogas. Delitos relacionados con
las drogas e incidencias de violencia familiar aparecen en las noticias
locales casi todos los días. En todo
el mundo, la injusticia y la violencia han llevado a millones de personas a abandonar sus países de
origen como refugiados. Nuestras
relaciones familiares son a veces
Obispo Sis
dolorosas y desconcertantes. En
nuestra Iglesia, hay una necesidad
de reforma, purificación, y renovación.
En vista de tantos desafíos, podríamos usar una
buena dosis de esperanza. De todas las cosas que
necesitamos al comienzo de este año nuevo, pongo
la esperanza en la parte superior de la lista. Este
artículo explorará la virtud de la esperanza, con el
deseo de que se convierta en un foco central de nuestro crecimiento espiritual de este año.
Junto con el amor y la fe, la esperanza es una de
las tres virtudes teológicas. Es un regalo de Dios. No
podemos crear esperanza por nuestros propios
esfuerzos humanos; sólo podemos recibirlo como un
regalo de Dios. Por lo tanto, cuando nos encontramos que no tenemos suficiente, debemos orar a
Dios por el don de la esperanza.
De acuerdo con el Catecismo de la Iglesia
Católica, la esperanza nos protege del desaliento.

Nos sostiene en todo desfallecimiento. Dilata el
corazón en la espera de la felicidad eterna en unión
con Dios (CIC, no. 1818). La esperanza trae alegría,
incluso en medio de las dificultades más profundas.
San Pablo dice, “Alégrense en la esperanza, sean
pacientes en la tribulación, sean constantes en la
oración” (Romanos 12:12).
Nuestra esperanza no es sólo optimismo o expresión de deseos. Tiene sus raíces en las promesas de
Dios para estar con su pueblo, incluso en medio de
las pruebas. A lo largo de las Escrituras, hay un
mensaje constante que Dios ha estado ahí para
nosotros en el pasado, y él también estará allí para
nosotros en el futuro. Una y otra vez, dice: “No
temas, porque yo estoy contigo” (por ejemplo, véase
Hechos 18: 9). La esperanza Cristiana encuentra su
fundamento en la resurrección de Jesucristo de entre
los muertos. La resurrección demuestra que el poder
de Dios es vencedor de la muerte y que, al final, la
justicia de Dios prevalecerá sobre las injusticias de
este mundo.
La esperanza no es una mera actitud pasiva. Nos
lleva a un compromiso activo para ayudar a los
demás y hacer todo lo posible para reducir el sufrimiento. Inspirados por la esperanza, sabemos que
nuestras decisiones y nuestras acciones hacen una
diferencia para nuestro propio futuro y para los
demás, tanto en esta vida como en la siguiente. Dios
está trabajando en este mundo, y somos colaboradores de Dios (ver 1 Cor. 3: 9). Como un pueblo
de esperanza, sabemos que hay una fuerza divina
trabajando en este mundo que va más allá de lo que
somos capaces de lograr a través de nuestra propia
fuerza. Este es el poder del Espíritu Santo de Dios.
En su encíclica sobre la esperanza Cristiana, dice
el Papa Benedicto XVI, “Ciertamente no podemos
'construir' el Reino de Dios con nuestras fuerzas…El

Reino de Dios es un don, y precisamente por eso es
grande y hermoso, y constituye la respuesta a la
esperanza…aun siendo plenamente conscientes de la
plusvalía del cielo, sigue siendo siempre verdad que
nuestro obrar no es indiferente ante Dios y, por
tanto, tampoco es indiferente para el desarrollo de la
historia. (Spe Salvi, no. 35)
En su encíclica sobre el amor Cristiano, el Papa
Benedicto XVI ofrece una visión esperanzadora de
cómo cada uno de nosotros debe hacer nuestra parte,
y hay que confiar en que Dios hará la parte de Dios.
Él escribe: “A veces, el exceso de necesidades y lo
limitado de sus propias actuaciones le harán sentir la
tentación del desaliento. Pero, precisamente
entonces, le aliviará saber que, en definitiva, él no es
más que un instrumento en manos del Señor; se liberará así de la presunción de tener que mejorar el
mundo —algo siempre necesario— en primera persona y por sí solo. Hará con humildad lo que le es
posible y, con humildad, confiará el resto al Señor.
Quien gobierna el mundo es Dios, no nosotros.
Nosotros le ofrecemos nuestro servicio sólo en lo
que podemos y hasta que Él nos dé fuerzas” (Deus
caritas est, no. 35).
La esperanza nos motiva a invertir nuestro tiempo, energía, y recursos para que otros puedan tener
un futuro más brillante. La esperanza nos impulsa a
ser administradores responsables de nuestra tierra, el
aire, y el agua, para que las generaciones futuras
hereden un planeta sano. La esperanza nos impulsa a
llevar a cabo las obras de misericordia espirituales
con el fin de ayudar a otra persona llegar al Cielo.
La esperanza inspira al catequista a transmitir el don
de la fe. La esperanza nos mueve a buscar la
curación, recuperación, y reconciliación. La esperanMira OBISPO, Página 22
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Holy Cross Catholic High School names
Carolyn Gonzalez as head of school
West Texas Angelus
Carolyn Gonzalez has been selected as the Head
of School for Holy Cross Catholic High School.
Gonzalez was born and raised in Hereford,
Texas, and graduated from West Texas State
University. After graduating from college with her
bachelor’s degree in elementary studies with an
emphasis in reading, she became a reading teacher
for an elementary school in Odessa. Her passion for
learning led her back to school herself, where she
obtained her master’s degree in leadership.
As an assistant principal, she worked with a
team to receive the Blue-Ribbon Award for the success of the campus. She was principal for three very
diverse schools within the Ector County
Independent School District. She served on many
committees within the district and continues to
serve on the board of directors for the West Texas
Credit Union.

Carolyn Gonzalez (courtesy photo)

Her greatest achievement to date, she says, is
being the proud mother of a 10-year-old son.
The call to provide a Catholic education to students drove her to Holy Cross Catholic High
School. Her goal is to provide an environment that
weaves Catholic faith into every aspect of the high
school students’ lives. She feels this will provide
the community with strong, well educated individuals who love their Catholic faith and serve their
community.
According to the school’s website, Holy Cross
Catholic High School will begin its operation in the
fall of 2019 with students in grades 9 and 10,
adding a new grade each year as the original students advance. The school will operate out of St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton Church in Odessa on a temporary basis while construction on the school facilities
is completed.
For more information on Holy Cross Catholic
High School, visit www.holycrosschs.org.

CALENDARS
Life at 5:00 p.m.
SAN ANGELO, Sacred Heart Cathedral, Mass at
12:00 noon
21-22 HOUSTON, St. Mary’s Seminary visit
23
HOUSTON, Southwest Liturgical Conference
24
MIDLAND, St. Stephen, Vocation Team meeting
at 3:00 p.m.
24
MIDLAND, St. Stephen, Knights of Columbus
Clergy Appreciation Dinner at 6:00 p.m.
26
SAN ANGELO, McNease Convention Center,
World Youth Day Stateside Event for Young
Adults
29
SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center,
Liturgical Commission Meeting at 10:00 a.m.
30
WALL, St. Ambrose, RCIA and youth talk at 7:00
p.m.

20

Bishop’s Calendar

January 2019
1
2-8
10
11
13
16
17
19
19

SAN ANGELO, Sacred Heart Cathedral, Mass at
10:00 a.m.
CHICAGO, Mundelein Seminary, Spiritual Retreat
SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center,
Personnel Board meeting at 1:00 p.m.
SAN ANGELO, Sacred Heart Cathedral, Mass at
12:10 p.m.
MIDLAND, St. Stephen, Youth 2000 Retreat
Mass at 10:45 a.m.
SAN ANGELO, Angelo Catholic School Mass at
8:30 a.m.
SAN ANGELO, Sacred Heart Cathedral, Mass at
12:10 p.m.
MIDLAND, The Way Retreat Center, Board
Retreat for Holy Cross Catholic High School
SAN ANGELO, Sacred Heart Cathedral, Mass for

February 2019
5
7
8

SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center,
Presbyteral Council meeting at 11:00 a.m.
SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center,
Personnel Board meeting at 1:00 p.m.
SAN ANGELO, Project Andrew Dinner at 6:00

p.m.
Online, Pastoral Planning Virtual Reporting
Webinars
13
ABILENE, visit to Hardin-Simmons University
14
SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center,
Catholic Foundation Trustees meeting at 10:00
a.m.
15
SAN ANGELO, Holy Angels Parish Hall, Benefit
dinner for Angelo Catholic School at 6:00 p.m.
16
MIDLAND, St. Ann, Mass at 5:00 p.m.
16
MIDLAND, EOHS Annual Section Dinner at 6:30
p.m.
17
SAN ANGELO, St. Margaret, Mass at 9:00 a.m.,
followed by groundbreaking
17
SAN ANGELO, St. Mary, Adult Confirmation
Mass at 2:00 p.m.
19-20 MIDLAND, The Way Retreat Center, Annual
Priests’ Spring Conference
23
ABILENE, Pearl of Great Price Vocation Retreat
for Women
24
ODESSA, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Adult
Confirmation Mass at 2:00 p.m.
25-27 EL PASO, Tex-Mex Bishops’ Conference
28
SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center,
Investment Committee meeting at 11:00 a.m.

9

Necrology of Priests and Deacons
Christ the King Retreat Center
Please pray for our departed clergy
January 2019

February 2019

January

February

1

3
4
7
8-10
11
15-17
17
18
21-24
25

10
11
13
16
18
19
22
24

2
5
6
9

CKRC Offices Closed in Observance
of the New Year
6–11 Holy Trinity Silent Retreat
11–13 Diaconal Formation
14
Heart of Mercy Prayer Group
21
Heart of Mercy Prayer Group
25–27 Engaged Encounter
27
Natural Family Planning
28
Heart of Mercy Prayer Group
28
Deacon Quarterly

Confirmation Retreat
Heart of Mercy Prayer Group
Staff Mass & Lunch
Deacon Formation
Heart of Mercy Prayer Group
Engaged Encounter
Natural Family Planning
Heart of Mercy Prayer Group
Small Town Men’s ACTS Retreat
Heart of Mercy Prayer Group

26
26
26
27

Rev. Francis Beazley, OMI (1992)
Deacon Paul Klein (2015)
Rev. Joseph Walter (1989)
Rev. Msgr. Timothy Murphy (2004)
Rev. Patrick Ryan, OMI (1975)
Rev. Robert Kelly (1999)
Deacon José Esparza (2011)
Bishop Thomas Tschoepe
(2009)
Deacon D.J. Gotez (2003)
Rev. Cyril Lange (1971)
Deacon Jack Petersom (1987)
Deacon Horacio Yanez (2015)

10
11
15
20
22

Deacon Pedro Sanchez (2013)
Deacon David King (2006)
Deacon Ignacio Cisneros (2016)
Rev. Albert Fuytinck, CSSR
(1997)
Rev. Leo E. Lavoie (1978)
Deacon Ray Smith (2014)
Fr. Frank Colacicco (2006)
Deacon Mark Reeh (2005)
Fr. Francisco Lopez (1994)
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Catholic Charities strove to meet challenges of natural disasters
By Mark Pattison
Catholic News Service
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Hurricane,
fire, flood and even earthquake, Catholic
Charities agencies did their best to help
thousands of their fellow residents
through some of the worst natural disasters they had ever encountered.
Some of the disasters were so severe
the relief work continues.
Hurricane Michael in October, which
caused $8.1 billion in damage and resulted in 50 deaths, required a yeoman effort
by Catholic Charities of Northwest
Florida to deliver aid to those hit.
Within two days of the hurricane, the
agency was able to commandeer a large
parking lot and distribute emergency aid,
from food to toiletries to gasoline,
according to Eva Wise, assistant executive director.
One low-tech key to making it work,
Wise said, was a volunteer's idea of using
"window chalk," the stuff one sees scribbled on the windshields in used-car lots.
A car would drive into the lot. An intake
worker would ask the occupants what
they needed. Based on the reply, the
intake worker would write single-letter
abbreviations on the windshield: "W" for
water, "H" for hygiene kits, even "C" for
cat food and "D" for dog food. The driver

was then directed to proceed to where
other volunteers could furnish the needed
supplies.
"It was pretty amazing to see how
much people care. That was the positive
thing out of all of this," Wise said. The
parking lot distribution site was open
seven hours a day, every day, for five
weeks. It required, and got, 80-100 volunteers staffing it.
Three Catholic Charities staffers lost
their homes and possessions in the hurricane. Two, Wise told Catholic News
Service, are still living in Catholic
Charities shelters.
In September, Hurricane Florence
pulverized the Carolinas. It was even
deadlier than Michael, with 55 deaths
attributed to it, along with $13 billion in
damage. "It was definitely a bigger and
more drawn-out storm than we had experienced before," said Kelly Kaminski,
director of disaster services for Catholic
Charities of South Carolina.
Kaminski said the storm's duration
and magnitude "dragged out" Catholic
Charities' response time. "There were
areas that were still waterlogged. You
would go in on a Wednesday, and by
Thursday night they'd need to be evacuated," she said. "There are houses that are
still drying out."
In all, the Catholic Charities response

was nearly eight weeks — far longer than
the two to four weeks it typically conducts relief efforts. It taxed Catholic
Charities staff and volunteers. "We ended
up deploying teams from across the country from Catholic Charities USA,"
Kaminski said. "So many
of our staff was directly
impacted with their (own)
houses."
Wildfires in the West
is urgent to teach our children about the charistook their toll as well.
matic gifts and to show them by living our life
The Carr Fire in July
in the joy and empowerment of the Spirit.
in Redding and Shasta,
California, wiped out
“For the Kingdom of God is not a matter of
229,651 acres but also
talk but of power.” — 1 Cor 4:20
took out 1,604 buildings
and resulted in eight
Heart of Mercy Prayer Group at Christ the King
deaths.
Retreat Center
According to John
San Angelo, 802 Ford St.
Watkins, director of
Mondays 7:00 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.
Catholic Charities of
www.sanangeloheartofmercy.com
Sacramento, the Carr Fire
Contacts: Daniel and Sandy Seidel, 325-223was the largest natural
1509
disaster they had ever
faced. "The Carr Fire was
Holy Light Prayer Group
very large. Redding is a
Abilene, Holy Family, 5442 Buffalo Gap Rd.
city, it's not countryside.
1st and 3rd Thursdays 6:30 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.
It's not a huge city, but
Contact: Dee Halbert, 325-668-6828
you don't think of these
asphalt cities to be burnHearts in One Accord City-Wide Prayer Meeting ing up like that," he said.
Abilene, Sacred Heart, 837 Jeanette St.
And then came the
Tuesdays 7:00 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.
Camp Fire in November.
Contact: Gail Waldman, 325-518-8303
The total acreage was
somewhat less —
Holy Trinity Prayer Group
153,336 acres burned —
Big Spring, 1009 Hearn St.
but the devastation was
Tuesdays 7:00 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.
far greater: 85 deaths, and
Contact: Richard and Linda Light, 432-267-6784 18,804 buildings lost. It
ranks as the most destruc*Mark your calendars for DOSA Charismatic
tive fire since 1932, when
Conference, July 19–20, 2019, in San Angelo,
accurate records started
led by Companions of the Cross Priests from
being kept.
Charismatic Center in Houston along with our
So much smoke and
Bishop Michael Sis and Father Albert.
charred soot from the fire
drifted southward to San
*Father Albert will be celebrating Charismatic
Francisco and Oakland,
Healing Masses on a quarterly basis in the dio170 miles away, that resicese. Check bulletins for dates and locations.
dents were walking out-

Charismatic Corner
By Dee Halbert
“If you are what you should be, you will set
the whole world ablaze.” This quote by St.
Catherine of Siena was the theme of our recently
held National Charismatic Ministries Conference
in Dallas, Nov. 9–11, 2018.
Our diocese had very good attendance from
the Charismatic Prayer Groups from San
Angelo, Abilene, and Big Spring, including our
Diocese of San Angelo Catholic Charismatic
Renewal Chaplain Father Albert Ezeanya.
Our major takeaway from presenters Matt
Lozano, Father Tim Hepburn, and Father Dave
Pivonka, a member of the Third Order Regular
of St. Francis, is the critical need for us to teach
and equip our children in the fullness of the
Catholic faith empowered by baptism in the
Holy Spirit. Holy Spirit Sister Betty Banja also
shared her powerful witness of the amazing faith
of Sudanese Catholics being martyred because
they refuse to renounce Jesus as Lord. Sister
Betty helped Muslims and Christians in harm’s
way. She shared many amazing stories on how
the Holy Spirit directed her on actions to take to
protect herself and others in danger of death.
Our solidarity with our suffering brothers and
sisters was most definitely increased. We were
all moved to increase prayers of intercession for
them and to put our faith into action.
We invite you to stir the flame of the Holy
Spirit within you by attending one of several
charismatic prayer groups or Life in the Spirit
Seminars in the diocese. Many of you have been
baptized in the Spirit and for various reasons
have not been able to attend a charismatic prayer
group or event in a long time. We have missed
you! Do come as often as you can and exercise
the gifts of the Holy Spirit within you. The time

Joe DiGeloromo of Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Raleigh, N.C., assists a man with
his laundry Sept. 27 in the mobile response unit in New Bern, N.C., in the aftermath of
Hurricane Florence. Residents in the low-income complex were able to wash and dry their
clothing at no charge. (CNS photo/Bob Roller)

side wearing surgical masks the day after
the fire started Nov. 8.
Watkins gave credit to the national
Society of St. Vincent de Paul, which had
trained people on case management.
There were 22 at an intake center in nearby Chico, "and they processed well over
3,000 people, giving out hygiene kits, gift
cards," he said. "They got the families
started in the recovery process by doing
these case management techniques."
He also lauded Catholic Charities
USA. "They have an expertise in doing
the relief, technical support, and money,
because they collect funds on a national
level in a way that we can't," Watkins
said.
"The state wants our Catholic
Charities of California to take the lead.
And we work with Catholic Charities of
California," Watkins said. "It's complicated, but we're really lucky as Catholics to
have this infrastructure, because you really need these other agencies to come and
help you out."
One issue arose because the relief
work is being coordinated by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency, which
is part of the Department of Homeland
Security. "We were getting calls from the
Mexican consulate: We know there's
(immigrant) people there, but we're not
seeing them," Watkins said.
Catholic Charities set up a parishbased center "to create a space if they
don't really feel comfortable going to the
FEMA center," Watkins told CNS. The
first such effort, Nov. 25, drew about 500
people.
"We're going to do the same thing
Dec. 16. We might be giving out little
gifts because it's close to Christmas," he
said. Catholic Charities had an auxiliary
office in Paradise, California, which
burned down in the fire. The agency is
also working to organize St. Thomas
More Parish, "which is in diaspora," he
added, as its facilities also were lost in
the blaze.
See DISASTERS, Page 21
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In 2018, Catholics spearheaded efforts in response to climate change
By Dennis Sadowski
Catholic News Service
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Catholic
organizations called for greater personal responsibility in tackling climate
change and stepped up their advocacy
in opposing the rollback of U.S. environmental regulations during the last
year.
Their efforts held up Pope Francis'
2015 encyclical, Laudato Si', on Care
for Our Common Home, which focuses
on understanding how integrated
human life is with all life on earth and
the need to be responsible stewards of
the planet's resources.
A key effort came from the
Catholic Climate Covenant, which
introduced the Catholic Climate
Declaration in April. Nearly 800 declaration signers said they remain committed to the Paris climate accord
despite President Donald Trump's plan
to withdraw the U.S. from the agreement.
In inviting Catholic entities to sign
the declaration, Bishop Richard E.
Pates, who heads the Diocese of Des
Moines, Iowa, and is episcopal liaison
for the effort, said the document
serves as a "distinct Catholic expression" of the broader We Are Still In
effort.
We Are Still In finds tribal leaders,
government officials and organizations
committing to address climate issues
and following the Paris agreement
despite the planned U.S. withdrawal.
The Trump administration has further vexed Catholic organizations
through its two-year campaign to roll
back environmental regulations. Their

concern: The rollbacks are focused on
helping industry boost profits at the
expense of human health and safety
and the environment.
Trump has said that his push to
overturn some environmental and
other regulations is motivated by concern the regulations have gone "overboard," costing coal workers their jobs
and hindering use of the country's
national resources. Some GOP congressional leaders as well as business
leaders support the move.
Organizations such as the
Washington-based Columban Center
for Advocacy and Outreach have conducted webinars and developed educational materials about the consequences that experts project will stem
from the rollbacks.
Through mid-November, at least
49 policies related to the environment
have been enacted or proposed since
Trump took office, according to
Harvard Law School's Environmental
Regulation Rollback Tracker.
Such efforts on behalf of the environment illustrate the widespread support in the faith community for action
to protect natural resources and to
address climate change that emerged
with new energy in 2018.
The prayerful determination of a
Pennsylvania religious order to block
the use of a natural gas pipeline that
was built through its land was part of
the groundswell for environmental
action.
After months of legal challenges,
the Adorers of the Blood of Christ
asked the U.S. Supreme Court in
October to decide whether their religious freedom rights were violated by

the construction and pending use of
the Atlantic Sunrise pipeline. In a
court filing, attorney Dwight Yoder,
representing the congregation, argued
that the sisters' rights under the
Religious Freedom Restoration Act
were disregarded by a federal appeals
court.
The Adorers' legal appeal came a
month before a major scientific report
compiled by 13 federal agencies
warned that dire health and economic
consequences are ahead if carbon
emissions from the burning of fossil
fuels are not reduced. Scientific
research has pointed to the emissions
as a primary cause of climate change.
Reacting to the report, several
Catholic environmental experts told
Catholic News Service the conclusions
point to the need to put aside the
desires of an individual or a single
country in favor of steps that protect
the common good.
In a step to confront the economic
strength of fossil fuel companies, the
Global Catholic Climate Movement
announced twice during the year that
Catholic institutions would divest from
such firms.
Caritas Internationalis, the church's
worldwide network of humanitarian
aid agencies, the Irish Catholic bishops' conference and several religious
congregations were among the organizations saying they would divest from
oil and natural gas firms.
Tomas Insua, executive director of
the Global Catholic Climate
Movement, said Pope Francis has supported ethical investment. He cited the
pope's June address to executives of
fossil fuel corporations and financial

firms in which he urged them to
embrace a new kind of leadership that
believes in building the whole human
family while protecting the environment and to use alternatives to carbonbased fuels to mitigate the effects of
global warming.
In total, 122 Catholic entities have
divested since 2016.
In other ways, Pope Francis continued to stress the importance of the
protecting God's creation, calling care
and protection of Earth's water
resources "an urgent imperative" and
access to safe drinkable water a "basic
and universal human right" in his message Sept. 1, the World Day of Prayer
for the Care of Creation.
His concerns for the environment
were reflected in several statements
and prayers at key times throughout
the year.
The pope's 2015 encyclical also
was the focus of church activities
worldwide in with parish programs
and country-wide conferences, including a World Youth Day gathering in
Ghana, where Cardinal Peter Turkson,
prefect of the Dicastery for Promoting
Integral Human Development, discussed the document.
The pope in July called on world
governments to uphold commitments
agreed upon in the Paris accord in an
address to an international conference
of indigenous and young activists, scientific experts, and religious leaders at
the Vatican. The conference was called
to assess the impact of the encyclical
and to discuss the best ways to act in
promoting "integral ecology."
While the U.S. moved ahead with
its plan to withdraw from the Paris
agreement, representatives from
around the world gathered in
Katowice, Poland, Dec. 2-14 to offer
plans to meet their pledges to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.
Catholic groups in particular promised to bring the church's voice to the
24th Conference of the Parties to the
United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change —
known as COP24. The groups, including the 17 Catholic development agencies from Europe and North America
that make up CIDSE, said growing
interest in the Catholic Church as a
moral leader and globally recognized
authority will raise the profile of any
statements member agencies make.
Cardinal Pietro Parolin, Vatican
secretary of state, and Cardinal
Turkson led a delegation from the
Holy See to the meeting.
--Follow Sadowski on Twitter:
@DennisSadowski

Barren trees stand in the critically low
Theewaterskloof Dam in late January in
Villiersdorp, South Africa. Catholic organizations in 2018 called for greater personal
responsibility in tackling climate change. (CNS
photo/Nic Bothma, EPA)
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Big decisions, bench changes for U.S. Supreme Court this year
By Carol Zimmermann
Catholic News Service
WASHINGTON (CNS) — The
Supreme Court's past year will probably
be remembered more for the shakeup at
the bench than for specific rulings.
In early July when President Donald
Trump announced that Judge Brett
Kavanaugh was his nominee to replace
retiring Supreme Court Justice Anthony
Kennedy, the divided nation responded
accordingly.
Many praised the judge's qualifications and were pleased that the president had fulfilled his campaign promise
to nominate a pro-life judge to the
Supreme Court, but the choice angered
many Americans displeased that
Kavanaugh's vote as a justice could
potentially reverse the court's 1973 Roe
v. Wade decision legalizing abortion.
Kavanaugh, who is Catholic, spoke
about putting his faith in action during
Senate confirmation hearings. He said
he regularly served meals with Catholic
Charities' St. Maria's Meals program in
Washington and that talking to the people there helps him to understand the
situation that they are in. He also spoke
about coaching his daughter's CYO basketball team, and the players came in
uniform to one of the hearings to show
their support.
Protests about his nomination began
the night he was announced as a potential replacement of Kennedy and continued until his swearing in, intensifying
during Senate confirmation hearings,
particularly the Sept. 27 hearing concerning Christine Blasey Ford's allegations of a sexual assualt by Kavanaugh
when they were in high school, which
he denied.
That same day, the Jesuit publication, America magazine, published an
online editorial saying that although it
"previously endorsed the nomination of
Judge Kavanaugh on the basis of his
legal credentials" it now said his nomination should be withdrawn "in the best
interests of the country."
Other Catholic organizations urged
support for Kavanaugh, including the
Knights of Columbus Supreme Council,
which urged its members to contact
their senators and ask them to vote for
his confirmation to the high court. An
online effort at www.catholicvote.org
asking Catholics to support a petition in
support of Kavanaugh had gathered
more than 17,000 signatures the day
after the final Senate Judiciary
Committee hearing.
The Senate confirmed Kavanaugh as
a Supreme Court justice in a 50-48 vote
Oct. 6, days after the Supreme Court
had resumed its new term.
The court's new session did not
have the drama of high-profile cases on
hot-button issues.
Kavanaugh missed one of the
court's two death penalty cases for the
current session argued Oct. 1. The second case, argued Nov. 6, was about
using an alternative execution method
on a death-row inmate with a rare med-

Cherry blossoms are seen in front of the U.S. Supreme Court in Washington March 21. (CNS photo/Tyler Orsburn)

ical condition.
Without Kennedy, often the swing
vote, on the court, all eyes were on
Kavanaugh in the oral arguments in this
case. His death penalty views were
unknown since as a federal appeals
court judge he rarely heard capital punishment cases. But in oral arguments
before the Supreme Court, his pointed
questions to the state's attorney indicated he might favor the inmate's request
for an alternate form of execution.
In an abortion-related case that
could have come before the Supreme
Court this term, Kavanaugh was among
the majority of justices who agreed not
to take it. The case was an appeal from
Kansas and Louisiana on lower court
rulings that have stopped those states
from blocking Medicaid funds from
going to Planned Parenthood. The case
needed four justices to approve hearing
arguments in order for it to move forward.
Pro-life leaders said they were disappointed with the court's decision, saying that while federal funds cannot be
used for abortions, Planned Parenthood
should not get Medicaid funding
because its facilities primarily perform
abortions.
Big cases the court ruled on in its
previous term earlier this year that had a
specific Catholic Church interest included: the president's travel ban, immigration, a same-sex wedding cake, sports
betting, union dues, the death penalty
and pro-life pregnancy centers.
Catholic Church leaders weighed in

on many of these cases, submitting
friend-of-the-court briefs and issuing
statements after the decisions were
announced.
The U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops, Catholic Charities USA and
the Catholic Legal Immigration
Network expressed disappointment with
the court's 5-4 decision upholding
Trump's travel ban preventing people
entering the U.S. from some Muslimmajority countries.
In the case of the same-sex wedding
cake, the U.S. bishops sided with the
court's 7-2 decision in favor of the
Colorado baker who cited religious
beliefs in declining to make the wedding cake for a same-sex couple. The
narrow ruling said the baker's religious
freedom had been violated by the state's
Civil Rights Commission, but it did not
determine if a small business can
invoke federal free-speech and religious-exercise rights to deny services to
same-sex couples.
The Catholic bishops also sided
with the court's 5-4 ruling that a
California law requiring pregnancy centers to tell patients about the availability
of state-funded abortion services violated the First Amendment. They disagreed with the court's 5-4 decision in
the case about union dues where the
court overruled its previous decision
allowing state agencies to require their
union-represented employees to pay
fees to the union for collective bargaining costs even if they are not union
members.

One case that might have seemed
under the radar for Catholic leaders was
the 6-3 ruling that cleared the way for
states to legalize sports betting, striking
down a 1992 federal law, but editorials
in at least two Catholic archdiocesan
newspapers warned about some potential dangers of this decision saying it
could bring about an increased addiction to gambling.
In a death penalty case, the Supreme
Court unanimously ruled in favor of a
Texas death-row inmate, ordering a federal appellate court to reconsider his
requests for funding to investigate his
claims of mental illness and substance
abuse.
In abortion decisions earlier this
year, the justices threw out a lower
court's ruling that allowed a 17-year-old
last year to obtain an abortion while she
was in a detention center after an illegal
border crossing. The court also said it
would not hear a case against an
Arkansas abortion law, thus letting the
state's restrictions on abortion-inducing
drugs stand.
In immigration cases, the court early
in the year ruled that some immigrants
detained by the government can be held
indefinitely and it also declined to hear
and rule on whether the administration
has the right to shut down the Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals, or
DACA program, which the U.S. bishops
have supported.
--Follow Zimmermann on Twitter:
@carolmaczim
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Speaking of Saints

Swordfighting Sicilian
saint sought solace,
sanctuary, Sacrament
By Mary Lou Gibson

Father Hilary Ihedioha, pastor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Ozona, hands over the keys to a new car raffled off during the annual parish festival on Nov. 17, 2018, to the winner of the raffle, Bishop Michael Sis. Also
pictured are Armando Arredondo, Our Lady of Perpetual Help parish council president, and Frank Tambunga,
Our Lady of Perpetual Help parish finance council president. (courtesy photo)

Father Knick and Sandie Knickerbocker

Jesus is Lord!
By Father Knick and Sandie Knickerbocker
What's in a name? A remembrance of a loved
one your parents wanted to honor and perpetuate
in you, a saint they wanted you to emulate and to
pray for you, a significant meaning, an expression
of novelty or trendiness, or
just something that they liked
the sound of? However your
parents chose your name, it
has become more, much
more, in God's eyes. At your
baptism, your parents, godparents, and God called you
by name! You will always be
to God according to your
baptismal name. Therefore,
through your baptism, your
Fr. Knick and Sandie
Knickerbocker
name is more than just a
"handle," more than a word
people call you. Your name signifies that you are
a child of God, his beloved for eternity. "Fear not,
for I have redeemed you; I have called you by
name, you are mine" (Is 43:1b RSVCE).
Likewise, God named his son, as we read in
the Advent and Christmas lessons. Through
Gabriel, God told Mary, "you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his
name Jesus" (Lk 1:31) (Jeshua, God saves).
Matthew, writing primarily to the Jewish community, begins his book by recounting the genealogy
of Jesus Christ (1:1-17) (Messiah, anointed one).
Matthew recalls the prophecy of Isaiah that "...a
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his name
shall be called Emman’u-el (which means, God
with us)" (Mt 1:23). Jesus is God with us who
saves us from our sins.
Beginning with the Old Testament prophets
and throughout the New Testament, the authors
tell us who Jesus is as illuminated by significant
titles and names. The early Church fathers and
Christian writers throughout the centuries have
expounded on the titles and names of Jesus to

help us understand his essence — who he is in the
Trinity, what that means for the Church and for
our salvation, how he relates to us and we to him,
and his eternal promises. The Nicene Creed states
what we believe about who Jesus is.
Matthew, Mark, and Luke all record the baptism of Jesus in the Jordan by John the Baptist.
They tell us the Holy Spirit descended upon him
as a dove and God's voice from heaven declared
that Jesus is his beloved Son with whom he is
pleased (Mt 3:16-17, Mk 1:10-11, Lk 3:21-22).
This identifies Jesus as the second person of the
Holy Trinity. In the Nicene Creed we declare with
the Church, "I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the
Father before all ages. God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, consubstantial with the Father." In the
Gospel of John we read, "For God so loved the
world that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal
life" (Jn 3:16).
Jesus refers to himself as Son of Man dozens
of times, as written in the Gospels. In using this
title, he is emphasizing the truth that he is fully
human. The 4th century heresy of Apollinarianism
denied his humanity, but in 381 the Council of
Constantinople corrected this heresy. Jesus’
humanity is shown in the words of the Nicene
Creed: "and by the Holy Spirit [Jesus] was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man." In
Mark 6:3, those who hear Jesus ask, "Is not this
the carpenter, the son of Mary … ?" John tells us,
"And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us
full of grace and truth" (Jn 1:14). He can identify
with us in all the circumstances of our lives,
including in our temptations. In him we are to
strive for holiness, i.e., to be fully human. St.
Irenaeus wrote, "the glory of God is man fully
alive" (Against Heresies).
Jesus said to his disciples, "You call me
See KNICKERBOCKERS, Page 22

Filippo (Philip) Latini was born in 1605 in Corleone, Sicily
(now Italy), the third of six children. His parents tended a small
vineyard and his father, Leonardo, was a
skilled cobbler and leather craftsman who
passed those skills on to Filippo. When the
Spanish mercenaries occupied Sicily in the
1620s, Filippo’s life changed dramatically.
The mercenaries were skilled swordsmen
and young Filippo became fascinated with
their weaponry. The Spaniards taught him the
art of swordsmanship and he became an
expert.
Over the next few years, Filippo’s skill
Gibson
with the sword gained him a reputation for
being “the best blade in Sicily.” Editor Bernard Bangley writes
in Butler’s Lives of the Saints that Filippo used his sword to
protect women and peasant neighbors from abuse by soldiers.
Being an expert swordsman also brought him trouble and he
found himself involved in several brushes with the law. He was
19 when the most serious incident occurred. Bangley writes that
he was in a duel and seriously wounded his opponent. This
upset him so much that he ran to a local church seeking sanctuary.
In that quiet place, Filippo reviewed his life, deciding that it
was meaningless and he had to make some changes. One of the
first things he did was to beg forgiveness from the wounded
man, and they later became friends. In December 1631, he
joined the Franciscans in Caltanisetta and became a Capuchin
lay brother, taking the religious name of Bernard. As a
Capuchin friar, Bernard lived a simple life focusing on self-discipline. His early assignment in the friary was that of cook or
assistant cook. He also cared for the sick and did many other
tasks for the next several years as he moved from one friary to
another in the province.
John Delaney writes in the Dictionary of Saints that friar
Bernard practiced severe austerities and penances, and was
known for his gifts of miracles, prophecies, ecstasies and levitation.
Like Francis of Assisi, he had a loving and healing relationship with animals. Bangley writes that people brought their sick
pets and farm animals to him. He practiced a ritual of praying
the Lord’s Prayer over an animal and then leading it three times
around a cross in front of his church.
Bernard had a special love for the Blessed Virgin. Andie
Rocha writes on www.ewtn.com that the Blessed Mother
appeared to him and placed the Divine Child in his arms. She
told him of the day of his death four months in advance.
One biographer describes him as the gentle strength of his
Sicilian homeland. For Bernard, going to church was a sumptuous feast of prayer and union with God. He also received
Communion daily, which was contrary to the custom of the
time.
He liked to stay in church at night because, as he himself
explained, “it wasn’t good to leave the Blessed Sacrament
alone,” and so he would stay until the other friars arrived.
In times of natural disasters, such as earthquakes and hurricanes, he would meditate in front of the tabernacle, praying,
“Easy Lord, be gentle with us!”
Bernard spent the last 15 years of his life in Palermo. He
died there in 1667. On his deathbed, after receiving the final
blessing, he joyfully kept repeating: “Let’s go, let’s go.” He was
beatified by Pope Clement XIII in 1767 and canonized by Pope
John Paul II in 2001. His feast day is January 12.
--Mary Lou Gibson writes about the saints for the West Texas
Angelus from her home in Austin.
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Details published on Vatican delaying USCCB vote on abuse provisions
By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The surprising news in November that the Vatican
had asked U.S. bishops not to vote on several proposals for responding to the sexual
abuse crisis was motivated by a lack of
time given the Vatican to study the proposals and potential conflicts with church
law, according to a letter obtained by the
Associated Press.
AP reported Jan. 1 it had obtained the
letter written Nov. 11 by Cardinal Marc
Ouellet, prefect of the Congregation for
Bishops, to Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo
of Galveston-Houston, president of the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, asking that the votes be delayed.
Cardinal DiNardo informed the bishops of the Vatican's request Nov. 12, at the
start of their fall meeting, the agenda of
which was primarily focused on the sexual
abuse crisis and the accountability of bishops.
"Considering the nature and scope of
the documents being proposed by the
(conference), I believe it would have been
beneficial to have allowed for more time
to consult with this and other congregations with competence over the ministry
and discipline of bishops," Cardinal
Ouellet wrote, according to the AP, which
also reported that a draft of the U.S. proposals arrived at the Vatican only Nov. 8.
In response to questions from AP,

Cardinal DiNardo said, "It is now clear
there were different expectations on the
bishops' conference's part and Rome's part
that may have affected the understanding
of these proposals."
The proposals included standards of
episcopal conduct and the formation of a
special commission for reviewing complaints against bishops for violations of
the standards.
"From our perspective," Cardinal
DiNardo told AP, the U.S. bishops' proposals "were designed to stop short of
where the authority of the Holy See
began."
The USCCB president said his surprise at the requested delay was genuine,
because "in early October, we shared the
content and direction of the proposals with
multiple dicasteries of the Holy See.
Finding no objection, we moved forward
on the final drafts."
"We had not planned, nor had the
Holy See made a request, to share the
texts prior to the body of bishops having
had an opportunity to amend them," he
told AP in a message also made available
to Catholic News Service. The Vatican
press office did not immediately respond
to a request for comment.
The November meeting, Cardinal
DiNardo said, was designed to put the
proposals "into final form, after which it
would have been possible for the Holy
See to have an opportunity to review and
offer adjustments."

"There were additional discussions on
or around November 6 with Cardinal
Ouellet as to the proposals," he said. "At
that point, I thought it best to share the
texts with him. I advised Cardinal Ouellet
that any delay in finalizing these texts in
November would prove a great disappointment to the faithful who were expecting their bishops to take just action."
"Though there were canonical precisions mentioned" as necessary by the
Vatican, he Cardinal DiNardo said, "the
emphasis seemed to be on delaying votes
and not wanting to get ahead of the
February meeting of episcopal conference
presidents."
Cardinal Ouellet's letter, according to
AP, acknowledged that bishops' conferences have certain powers, but insisted
"the conference's work must always be
integrated within the hierarchical structure
and universal law of the church."
At the time of the November bishops'
meeting, both the Vatican and Cardinal
DiNardo had declined to make a copy of
Cardinal Ouellet's letter public,
In a report Nov. 13 on the delay, CNS
had reported that an official of the
Congregation for Bishops, responding on
behalf of Cardinal Ouellet, said his office
was "working to ensure the best evaluation and accompaniment of the questions
raised by the American episcopacy."
At the same time, CNS reported that
Andrea Tornielli, a Vatican reporter later
named by Pope Francis to be editorial

director of the Dicastery for
Communication, had written on the
Vatican Insider website that "a Vatican
source involved in the matter" told him:
"It is wrong to think the Holy See does
not share the objective of the U.S. bishops
to have effective instruments for combating the phenomenon of the abuse of
minors and to establish firm points regarding the responsibility of bishops themselves."
"The motive for asking for a postponement (of the vote)," the source had
said, "should not be considered putting on
the brakes, but an invitation to better evaluate the proposed texts, including in view
of the meeting in February of all the presidents of the bishops' conferences of the
world with the pope dedicated to the
struggle against abuse."
Tornielli reported that the Vatican
believed the proposal on standards of
accountability for bishops "goes beyond
both civil and canon law" and the Vatican
raised concerns "regarding the generic
nature of some passages" and "incoherence between the contents of the document regarding the national commission
on the responsibility of bishops and the
Code of Canon Law."
For example, his source said, "in the
draft given to the Vatican, the commission
is described as a nonprofit institution without having a juridical and canonical figure, but it is able to exercise a power of
judgment on bishops."
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Diocese of San Angelo
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Father Francis
Njoku, pastor of St.
Mary Queen of
Peace Parish in
Brownwood, poses
in his regalia on the
occasion of his
graduation from
Tarleton State
University with a
master’s degree in
clinical mental
health counseling,
Dec. 14
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DIOCESAN BRIEFS
National Prayer Breakfast
This year’s National Prayer Breakfast will be held on
Thursday, Feb. 7. Local gatherings happen around the country in conjunction with the National Prayer Breakfast in
Washington, D.C. Please check your local media for more
information on the time and location of events in your area.

Second Annual Project Andrew Dinner
February 8, 2019, in San Angelo (venue pending)
Project Andrew Dinners provide priests the opportunity to
invite individuals who they think might have a priestly vocation or the qualities needed to be a good priest. It is a dinner
with the bishop in a formal setting, with discussion and dialogue about the life of a priest and a priestly vocation. The
dinner provides the accompanying priests the chance to
share their vocation stories as well as allowing the invitees
the chance to hear the vocation story of the bishop. This also
gives the bishop the opportunity to interact with those who
are considering the priesthood and to encourage them to follow the Lord's call. This event is for high school and college
age young men.

Retreats for Women/Girls Interested in
Becoming a Sister
If you are a woman who wants to understand more
about this call from God, you are invited to these retreats. Or
if you know a woman who has interest in religious life, please
share this information with her.
Pearl of Great Price Vocation Information days:
•
February 23, 2019 in Abilene
Contact The Vocation office at 325-651-7500 or Sr. Elsa
at 432-682-6303 for more information.

Retiro para Mujeres/Muchachas
Interesadas en la Vida Religiosa
Si usted es una mujer o muchacha que quiere entender
más acerca de esta llamada de Dios, venga a estos retiros.
O si usted conoce una mujer o muchacha que tiene interés
en la vida religiosa por favor, comparte esta información con
ella.
La Perla de Gran Valor –
•
23 de febrero, 2019 en Abilene
Para más información llame a la oficina de Vocaciones
325-651-7500 o llame a la Hermana Elsa 432-682-6303.

Diocesan Marriage Jubilee
The annual diocesan marriage jubilee celebration honoring sacramental marriages that have reached milestone
anniversaries will take place at the Cathedral of the Sacred
Heart in San Angelo on March 24, 2019, at 3:00 p.m. The
deadline for registration is March 11.
This celebration will recognize couples who are celebrating 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, or anything greater than 50 years
of sacramental marriage. Please contact Lupe Castillo at
325-651-7500 or lcastillo@sanangelodiocese.org to register.

Contemplating the diaconate?
The Diocese of San Angelo ordained a group of fifteen
new permanent deacons in June 2018. The next deacon
class has already begun the formation process. In a few
years, we plan to begin the discernment of new members of
a subsequent class. Completion of the Basic and Advanced
Formation classes offered by the San Angelo Diocesan
Office of Evangelization and Catechesis (or their equivalent)
will be required of all men prior to the start of deacon formation in future classes. The classes are an excellent means for
all who want to learn more about the faith, and the perfect
foundation from which the deacon formation program would
start. Please take advantage of current ongoing classes.
More information on Basic and Advanced Formation is available by contacting the Office of Evangelization and
Catechesis at 325-651-7500 or
evangelizationcatechesis@sanangelodiocese.org.
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Texas Catholic Advocacy Day
March 26, 2019, State Capitol Building
SAVE THE DATE: Tuesday, March 26, 2019, 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Every two years, to coincide with the biennial legislative session,
thousands of Catholics join with the bishops of Texas at the Texas
Capitol Building in Austin to promote Catholic values in legislation.
This year’s Catholic Advocacy Day will be Tuesday, March 26.
Catholic Advocacy Day allows the opportunity for Catholics
across the state to have their voices heard by meeting with state legislators as they are developing legislation for the current session.
For more information on the Diocese of San Angelo’s participation
in Catholic Advocacy Day and how you can become involved, please
contact Deacon Freddy Medina at 325-651-7500 or
fmedina@sanangelodiocese.org.

Christopher Wilcox elected to National
Pastoral Musicians Council position

St. Ann Church in Colorado City recently hosted a cancer awareness meal. Anita Muñoz, Golla
Rivera, and Father Michael Udegbunam were honored at the meal. (courtesy photo)

Christopher Wilcox has been elected as an at-large representative of the National Pastoral Musicians Council by a nationwide vote of council members. His term will last through January
of 2022. Wilcox is the director of music and liturgy at St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton Church in Odessa and serves as the music
chair of the diocesan Liturgical Commission.

Pro-Life Announcements
March for Life Plenary Indulgence
The Apostolic Penitentiary of the Catholic Church has, once
again, generously granted a plenary Indulgence for the Christian
faithful taking part in the sacred celebrations throughout the
course of the March for Life in Washington, DC, from January 17
through 18, 2019.

9 Days for Life Novena
In January 1973, the U.S. Supreme Court effectively
removed every legal protection from human beings before birth
through its rulings in Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton. Since that
time, millions of lives have been destroyed by abortion, and
countless women have been traumatized so deeply that they
spend years struggling to find peace, healing, and reconciliation.
Leading up to the annual Day of Prayer for the Legal
Protection of Unborn Children on January 22, the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Pro-Life Activities
sponsors a nationwide novena called 9 Days for Life. This year,
the novena runs from Monday, January 14, to Tuesday, January
22.
The overarching intention of this multi-faceted novena is the
respect of all human life, and each day highlights a different
intention, also providing daily reflections, educational information, and suggested acts of reparation.
Participants can visit www.9daysforlife.com to get the novena
by downloading a free mobile app (with customizable daily
reminders), or by signing up for daily email or text messages. (A
printable version is also available online.)
Pope St. John Paul II wrote that, “a great prayer for life is
urgently needed, a prayer which will rise up throughout the
world. Through special initiatives and in daily prayer, may an
impassioned plea rise to God, the Creator and lover of life, from
every Christian community, from every group and association,
from every family and from the heart of every believer”
(Evangelium Vitae, no. 100).
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Bishop Michael Sis celebrated Mass with the people of Good Shepherd Mission Church in Sheffield on Dec. 9. Parishioners are pictured here, along with pastor Father Hilary Ihedioha and Father Michael Rodriguez, during
his visit. (courtesy photo)

The Knights of Columbus of St.
Stephen Church in Midland provided lunch for over 325 athletes
and coaches during the Special
Olympics bowling tournament in
Odessa, Dec. 1.

Father Joseph Vathalloor (left) and Bishop Michael Sis stand with a group of matachines during the celebration of the feast of Our
Lady of Guadalupe at Our Lady of Guadalupe Church in Eldorado, Dec. 12. (courtesy photo)

The youth of St. Patrick Parish in Brady held a canned food drive. Pictured here are the youth of the
church, pastor Father Bhaskar Mendem, and Helping Hands director Tina Selvera. (courtesy photo)

Above (left to right): Knights of
Columbus Joe de la Cerda, Mitch
Mendez, Andrew Qualls (who
was also an athlete in the tournament), Eric Fuselier, Darrell
Wiesman, Chad Wiesman, Fino
Martinez, Grand Knight Austin
Good, Paul Pause, and Warren
Ivey. (photo courtesy Gladys
Qualls)
Right (left to right): Knights Fino
Martinez, Darrell Wiesman, and
Eric Fuselier, and Midland Team
Coach Gladys Qualls. (photo
courtesy Gladys Qualls)

Father Francis Onyekozuru and members of the Catholic Newman Center at Angelo State University participated in a Christmas pilgrimage to the Holy Land from Dec. 16 to 26. (courtesy photo)

The youth of St.
Patrick Parish in
Brady with Father
Bhaskar Mendem,
pastor, and youth
coordinators Cindy
Willmann and Felix
Gomez Jr. at the
Brady Christmas
parade, Dec. 15.
(courtesy photo)
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Bishop Michael Sis toured the USG gypsum plant in Sweetwater on Nov. 20, 2018. Pictured here are Bishop Sis, USG employees
David Sanchez (at right) and Mickey Zarate, as well as Zarate’s wife Belinda and their daughter. (courtesy photo)

Time passes, but God's love endures, pope says as 2018 ends
By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The end
of one year and beginning of next naturally leads people to think about the
passing of time and about love, which
gives time — and everything else —
real meaning, Pope Francis said.
To mark the end of 2018, Pope
Francis led an evening prayer service
Dec. 31 in St. Peter's Basilica. The service included the singing of the "Te
Deum" ("We praise you, oh God") in
thanksgiving for the blessings of the
past year, as well as eucharistic adoration and benediction.
In his brief homily during the service, the pope focused on two lines from
Galatians 4: "When the fullness of time
had come, God sent his Son, born of a
woman, born under the law, to ransom
those under the law, so that we might
receive adoption."
The lines, he said, are a "synthesis
of the New Testament" and give "meaning to a critical moment like the passing
of a year."
The time when one year ends and a
new one begins makes many people
"feel the need for something that fills
the passing of time with meaning.
Something, or better, someone," he said.
For Christians, that someone is
Christ, the chosen one sent by God,
God's only son, he said.
Through his life, death and resurrec-

tion, Jesus unleashed "an unheard-of
power that still lasts and will last
through all of history," the pope said.
"This power is called love. It is love
that gives fullness to everything, including time. And Jesus is all of God's love
concentrated in a human being."
The reading from Galatians, he said,
also speaks of Jesus' mission, which is
to "ransom" people, free them from "a
condition of slavery and restore to them
liberty, dignity and the freedom proper
to sons and daughters" of God.
"God the father sent his only begotten son into the world to uproot from
human hearts the ancient slavery of sin
and, by doing so, restore their dignity,"
he said. "In fact, as Jesus teaches in the
Gospel, from the human heart come all
evil intentions, the inequity that corrupts
life and relationships."
With that realization, he said,
Christians should stop and reflect "with
pain and repentance," acknowledging
how even in 2018, "many men and
women lived or are living in slave conditions unworthy of the human person."
With Rome Mayor Virginia Raggi
seated in the front row, Pope Francis
noted how even in Rome there are people living in horrible conditions.
"I am thinking in particular of the
homeless — more than 10,000 of
them," the pope said. "They are all sons
and daughters of God, but various forms
of slavery, often very complex, have
brought them to a life on the edges of

human dignity."
While Jesus, too, was born in a
place not fit for human habitation, he
said, the choice of a manger in
Bethlehem was not an accident. "He
wanted to be born that way to manifest
God's love for the little ones and the
poor."
Jesus' humble birth "sowed in the
world the seeds of the kingdom of God,
the kingdom of justice, love and peace
where no one is a slave, but all are
brothers and sisters, children of the one
Father."
With Dec. 31 being the vigil of the
feast of Mary, mother of God, Pope
Francis noted how the church continues
her maternal concern and care through
the work of many institutions and volunteers who assist the homeless and
people subjected to a variety of forms
of slavery.
Contemplating "the divine maternity
of the virgin Mary," he said, Christians
recognize that "God was born of a
woman so that we could receive the
fullness of our humanity, adoption as
children. By his abasement, we were
raised up. From his smallness came our
greatness. From his fragility, our
strength. From him making himself a
slave came our liberation."
"What would you call all of this if
not love?" Pope Francis asked, adding
that it is for that love that the church
raises a hymn of thanks to God at the
end of the year.
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Catholic social teaching held up in efforts to overcome polarization
By Dennis Sadowski
Catholic News Service
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Pope
Francis' repeated invitations to practice
mercy and charity have become the focus
of efforts to defuse the widespread polarization that has wracked society and has
crossed into Catholic circles.
The basic message behind such efforts
during the last year is simple: come to see
perceived "enemies" as real people, deserving of respect and dignity.
While such efforts have not been a
coordinated campaign, diverse Catholic
voices have expressed concern that rampant polarization poses a threat to the common good.
"The danger in our current political climate is that the people of the United States
will come to accept the current political
division, nihilism, hypocrisy and anger in
our culture as normal," Bishop Robert W.
McElroy of San Diego said in delivering
the Cardinal Bernardin Common Cause
Lecture at Loyola University Chicago in
April.
The Initiative on Catholic Social
Thought and Public Life at Georgetown
University has addressed polarization in the
church and society several times throughout 2018. And there have been other efforts
that have sought to limit, if not stop, the
vitriolic fear mongering, anger and name
calling that has emerged in the hope of creating space for respectful dialogue.
John Carr, director of the Georgetown
initiative, recently described the current
state of affairs as one guided by "fear, cynicism and anger" that leads to "alienation,

loneliness and hopelessness."
"This feeds tribal identities in politics,
where we often define ourselves for who or
what we are against" instead of working to
overcome anger, he said Dec. 4 at the start
of a panel discussion that included four
young emerging leaders addressing polarization in the church and the nation.
Carr's observation about tribal identities taking precedence even among
Catholics who angrily have debated church
teaching when it comes to challenging public policy issues — such as immigration or
climate change — seems to be illustrated in
a Pew Research poll. A survey released in
March showed that U.S. Catholics' regard
of the pope is colored by their political
leanings.
Pew said the results revealed "signs of
growing discontent with Francis among
Catholic on the political right, with increasing shares of Catholic Republicans saying
they view Francis unfavorably, and they
think he is too liberal and naive."
The poll found that favorable support
for the pope among Catholic Republicans
dropped from 90 percent in 2014 to 79 percent early this year. Catholic Democrats
saw no discernible shift in favorable views
of the pope over the same period, rising
from 87 percent to 89 percent.
Such findings concern Catholics who
care about the church. They have called for
dialogue among people with differing
points of view with a focus on the principles of Catholic social teaching.
Speaking at the Georgetown forum in
December, John Gehring, Catholic program director at Faith in Public Life, an
advocacy group in Washington, acknowl-

edged that the church is experiencing
infighting among Catholics on the left and
the right.
"I think one of the dangers in these
days right now in terms of the infighting is
that the credibility of the church in the public square is at its lowest point in many,
many years," he said. "My point is, if
you're a Catholic progressive or a Catholic
conservative, if you think the church has
nothing important to say in politics or relative to the public square, now is not the
time to hunker down. ... We have to find a
way to navigate through legitimate differences in a prudent way."
Another panelist, Elise Italiano, founding executive director of The Given
Institute, which provides leadership training for young women seeking a greater
role in the church, said polarization and the
church's loss of credibility threatens to turn
away young people.
Italiano described a retreat by young
people from established institution as they
search for identity, community and purpose. "The church should be able to provide that and yet we've seen the effect of
polarization on their hope and commitment," she said.
Gehring and Italiano also were among
100 Catholics representing different perspectives invited to a three-day conference
in June at the Georgetown institute to share
ideas on overcoming the deepening polarization in church and society.
The gathering led to commitments to
further conversations across the perceived
liberal/conservative divide to better serve
the church and begin to heal society.
Bishop Christopher J. Coyne of

Burlington, Vermont, called on the church,
including his fellow bishops, to take steps
to reverse polarization.
"We must acknowledge it's there," he
told Catholic News Service Dec. 11.
"That's the starting point. We see it and I
think we have to call it out."
Bishop Coyne, who until November
was the chairman of Committee on
Communications of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops, said the church must
guard against letting the small percentage
of people on the left and the right "drive
the bus."
"The saddest thing is when you
encounter the person who is so convinced
of their righteousness that they've lost all
sense of charity," he said.
"Their message is 'I'm doing what I'm
doing to save these people from hell,'" the
bishop continued. "It's almost like, sadly,
there's a kind of lower level magisterium
that's developed where people are convinced they have the truth in a way the
church doesn't and they operate out of that.
"When they operate out of that they
often leave out the most important teaching
of mercy and charity."
The church's tradition of respect for
human dignity must be part of the discussion on the road to overcoming deep differences, Bishop Coyne added.
"Those of us in the moderate middle
either way," he said, "have to be willing to
be bold and say exactly what the church's
teaching is and not allow the extremes to
say who we are."
--Follow Sadowski on Twitter:
@DennisSadowski

Immigration battles continue as 2018 comes to an end
By Rhina Guidos
Catholic News Service
WASHINGTON (CNS) — The year
may be coming to an end but the battles
on the immigration front promise to continue well into 2019 and beyond.
"On immigration, there is no rest for
the weary with this administration," said
Kevin Appleby, senior director of international migration policy at the Center for
Migration Studies in New York.
By far, the most dramatic immigration development of 2018 took place
around summer when then-U.S. Attorney
General Jeff Sessions announced a new
policy that resulted in separating children
from parents or other family members
traveling with them and then placing the
minors in detention centers.
But that policy was just one in a long
list of what some see as attacks against
refugees, asylum seekers, and other
immigrants looking to make the U.S.
their home.
In 2018, the Trump administration
announced that the country plans to allow
no more than 30,000 refugees into the
U.S. during fiscal year 2019 — a record
low. It also announced a new policy
requiring people entering the country
without documents to present themselves
formally at official ports of entry as a

condition to qualify for asylum — a
move that has triggered long waits, deterring most migrants from touching U.S.
soil where they can file an asylum claim.
Most recently, the administration
spoke of a proposal to deny permanent
residency to legal immigrants who have
used public assistance, often referred to
as the "public charge" rule. And around
Thanksgiving, it authorized the use of
tear gas into a crowd that included children at the border near the U.S. and
Mexico, near Tijuana.
"No doubt the president will send a
tweet about (immigration) on Christmas,
sort of like Scrooge before the ghosts
appear," said Appleby. "There are a wide
range of immigration battles raging, such
as asylum-seekers at our border, funding
for a border wall, and the issue of public
charge, to name a few. Immigrant-rights
advocates will have to remain alert
through the holidays when the administration may announce more punitive policies when no one is paying attention."
Throughout the changes and
announcements, the Catholic Church, its
organizations and members have
remained vigilant and active in denouncing some of the policies while also tending to those they have affected.
When the Trump administration separated approximately 2,300 children from

their parents at the U.S.-Mexico border
between May and June of 2018 as part of
a new policy to deter border crossings
and then later rescinded the policy, the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops'
Migration and Refugee Services, Catholic

Charities USA and a network of other
Catholic agencies from around the country quickly mobilized to help reunite
those who were separated.
See IMMIGRATION, Page 21

A man who is part of a caravan of thousands of migrants from Central America trying to
reach the United States holds his son Dec. 9 in Tijuana, Mexico, at the El Chaparral port-ofentry border crossing between Mexico and the United States. (CNS photo/Mohammed
Salem, Reuters)
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On the power of Christ’s birth outside the city

By Father Ron Rolheiser

God, it seems, favors the powerless,
the unnoticed, children, babies, outsiders, and refugees with no resources
or place to go.
That’s why Jesus
was born outside the
city, in a stable, unnoticed, outside all fanfare, away from all
major media, and away
from all the persons and
events that were deemed
important at the time,
humble and anonymous.
God works like that.
Rolheiser
Why?
In the rock opera, Jesus Christ
Superstar, that question is asked of
Jesus: Why’d you choose such a backward time in such a strange land? If
you’d come today you could have
reached a whole nation. Israel in 4 BC
had no mass communication.
Scripture answers by telling us that
God’s ways are not our ways and our
ways are not God’s ways. That’s true
here. We tend to understand power by
how it works in our world. There it
works through popularity, through mass
media, through historical privilege,
through financial clout, through higher
education, through idiosyncratic genius,
and, not infrequently, through raw
aggression, greed, and insensitivity to
the needs of others and of nature.
But even a quick reading of scrip-

ture tells us that’s not how God works.
The God that Jesus incarnates doesn’t
enter into this world with a huge
splash, as a royal birth eagerly anticipated and then announced by all the
major media outlets, with photos of him
and his parents on the cover of every
popular magazine, with universal predictions as to his future greatness and
influence, and then with privileged
access to the best educational institutions and circles of power and influence.
Clearly, clearly, that’s not the story
of Jesus’ birth, nor of how his life
unfolded. God, as scripture shows,
works more through anonymity than
through the headlines, more through the
poor than the powerful, and more
through those outside the circles of
power than those inside them. When we
examine how God works, we see it’s no
accident that Jesus was born outside the
city and that after he was crucified he
was also buried outside the city.
God’s work in our world generally
does not make the headlines. God never
breaks into our world or into our consciousness by showy displays of power.
God works more discretely, in quiet,
touching soul, touching conscience, and
touching that previously touched part
inside of us where we still unconsciously bear the memory of once, long
before birth, being touched, caressed,
and loved by God. That’s why Christ
was born into this world as a baby and
not as superstar, as someone whose

only power was the capacity to touch
and soften the hearts of those around
him. Babies overpower no one, physically, intellectually, or athletically.
They lie helpless and cry for love and
care. That’s why, paradoxically, at the
end of the day, they’re more powerful
than anyone else. No physical, intellectual, or athletic power can ultimately
touch the human conscience as can a
baby — and similar sights of innocent
helplessness, a wounded bird, an abandoned kitten, a young child alone and
crying. What’s best in us enflames,
healthily, in the presence of powerlessness and innocence.
That’s how God enters into us, gently, unnoticed. No big splash. That’s
also why God tends to bypass circles of
power to favor the abandoned and vulnerable. For example, when the Gospel
of Luke records how John the Baptist
came to be specially blessed, it takes a
scathing swipe at both the civic and
religious powers of its time. It names
all the major civil and religious leaders
of the time (the Roman rulers, the kings
in Palestine, and the religious high
priests) and then tells us plainly that the
word of God bypassed them all and
came instead to John, a solitary, living
in the wilderness (Lk 3, 1-3).
According to the Gospels, the wilderness is where we’re most likely to find
and experience God’s presence because
God tends to bypasses the centers of
power and influence to find a place
instead in the hearts of those outside

those circles.
You see this too, though admittedly
without the same theological weight as
is manifest in scripture, in the various
apparitions of Mary, Jesus’ mother, that
have been approved by the church.
What’s common to all of them? Mary
has never appeared to a president, a
pope, a major religious leader, a Wall
Street banker, the CEO of a major company, or even to an academic theologian in his study. None of these. She’s
appeared to children, to a young
woman of no earthly importance, to an
illiterate peasant, and to various other
persons of no worldly status.
We tend to understand power as
residing in financial influence, political
clout, charismatic talent, media influence, physical strength, athletic
prowess, grace, health, wit, and attractiveness. On the surface, that assessment is accurate enough, and indeed
none of these are bad in themselves.
But, looked at more deeply, as we see
in the birth of Christ, God’s word
bypasses the centers of power and gestates instead in the hearts and consciences of those outside the city.
--Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author, is President of the Oblate
School of Theology in San Antonio, TX.
He can be contacted through his website www.ronrolheiser.com.
Now on Facebook
www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser.

Tolkien, Chesterton, and the adventure of mission
By Bishop Robert Barron
Auxiliary Bishop of Los Angeles
There is a common, and I’ll admit
somewhat understandable, interpretation
of J.R.R. Tolkien’s
Lord of the Rings
trilogy that sees the
great work as a celebration of the
virtues of the Shire,
that little town
where the hobbits
dwell in quiet
domesticity. Neat,
tidy hobbit holes,
Bishop Barron
filled with comfortable furniture, delicate tea settings, and
cozy fireplaces are meant, this reading
has it, to evoke the charms of a "merrie
old England" that existed before the rise
of modernity and capitalism. As I say,
there is undoubtedly something to this,
for Tolkien, along with C.S. Lewis and
the other members of the Inklings
group, did indeed have a strong distaste
for the excesses of the modern world.
However, I’m convinced that to see
things this way is almost entirely to
miss the point. For the ultimate purpose
of Lord of the Rings is not to celebrate
domesticity but rather to challenge it.
Bilbo and Frodo are not meant to settle

into their easy chairs but precisely to
rouse themselves to adventure. Only
when they leave the comforts of the
Shire and face down orcs, dragons, goblins, and finally the power of evil itself
do they truly find themselves. They do
indeed bring to the struggle many of the
virtues that they cultivated in the Shire,
but those qualities, they discover, are
not to be squirreled away and protected,
but rather unleashed for the transformation of a hostile environment.
A very similar dynamic obtains in
regard to interpreting G.K. Chesterton.
His stories, novels, and essays can
indeed be read as a nostalgic appreciation of a romantic England gone with
the wind, but a close look at the man
himself gives the lie to this simplistic
hermeneutic. Though he enjoyed life
with his wife and friends in his country
home in Beaconsfield, Chesterton was
at heart a Londoner, a denizen of the
pubs of Fleet Street, where he rubbed
shoulders with the leading journalists,
politicians, and cultural mavens of the
time. He loved to laugh and argue with
even the bitterest enemies of the religion he held dear. Most famously, over
the course of many years, he traveled
the country debating with the bestknown atheist of the time, his good
friend G.B. Shaw, with whom he typi-

cally shared a pint after their joint
appearances. The point is that
Chesterton didn’t hide his Catholicism
away; he launched it into the wider
society like a great ship onto the bounding main.
Paul Tillich was a quiet and serious
student of Lutheran theology, preparing
for a life as a preacher, when he was
called to serve as a chaplain in the
German army during World War I. In
the course of five years, the young man
saw the very worst of the fighting and
dying. He said in one of his letters to
his wife that it was like witnessing the
collapse of an entire world. In the wake
of that horrific experience, he sought a
new way of articulating the classical
Christian faith for the twentieth century,
which is to say, for people whose world
had fallen apart. He did indeed spend
countless hours with his books, hunkering down to learn the great Christian
intellectual tradition, but he insisted that
the ultimate purpose of the theologian is
to go out to meet the culture "mit klingendem Spiel," which means, roughly,
"with fife and drum." Like his one-time
colleague Karl Barth, who said that
Christians ought never to crouch defensively "behind Chinese walls," Tillich
felt that believers in Christ ought to
meet the culture head-on.

This general attitude is present from
the beginning of Christianity. From the
moment the Lord gave the great commission—"Go and preach the Gospel to
all nations"—his disciples knew that the
Christian faith is missionary by its very
nature. Though it exhibits contemplative and mystical dimensions, it is, at
heart, a faith on the move, one that goes
out. How fascinating that the Holy
Spirit first fell in the heart of a city, and
that the greatest figure of the Apostolic
age, Paul of Tarsus, was an urbane fellow, at home on the rough and tumble
streets of Antioch, Corinth, Athens, and
Rome.
This, by the way, is why I have a
particular affection for YouTube, on
whose forums I am regularly excoriated
and attacked, and Reddit, where secularists, agnostics, and atheists are happy
to tell me how stupid I am. Well, why
not? Chesterton faced much worse in
Fleet Street bars; Paul met violent
opposition wherever he went; Frodo and
Bilbo looked into the abyss. Good. We
Christians don’t stay in hobbit holes; we
go on adventure, mit klingendem Spiel!
--Bishop Robert Barron is an auxiliary bishop of the Archdiocese of Los
Angeles and the founder of Word on
Fire Catholic Ministries.
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A peaceful 2019 to you Portadores del amor de Dios en la frontera mexicana
By Father Eugene Hemrick
Catholic News Service

Por Moises Sandoval
Catholic News Service

No matter where we look, peace is a rare commodity. How then can the new year be more peaceful?
Start the year with avoiding
certain behaviors and doubling up
on civility.
St. Paul's Letter to the
Corinthians often deals with adversity in his communities. Stop your
strife and avoid jealousy, he counseled.
Jealousy is worrying about
someone taking something from
Hemrick
me, spawning over possessiveness.
This is difficult to curb, given that we live in a culture
that prompts us to get it now; don't deny yourself; be
more protective and hold on to what you have.
Ironically, the more possessions we have, the
greater fear we have of losing them. Fear and worry are
often about losing possessions and status.
St. John Paul II often quoted Christ: "Be not
afraid." And as President Franklin D. Roosevelt said,
"The only thing we have to fear is fear itself." Both
knew the stranglehold fear can have on us.
At times, fear can be useful in creating a scare in a
person who needs a scare to change. But today, we live
in such a fear-driven society that it is detrimental to
humanity. It causes people to be overly protective; to
think of me and not thou, creating coldheartedness.
2019 is a time to check our fear level and seek its
causes and influences on us so that we can know what
to avoid. St. Paul points us what to do in 2019 in his
concept of a unified community: Increase civility so
that it makes another feel at home with us. Civility goes
beyond friendly words. It is a respectful disposition
toward another.
Focusing on "thou" denotes respect and a desire for
hearts coming together. It makes us seek the uniqueness
of a person and to want to be one with him or her.
No doubt that in 2019 fear will be used to manipulate society into being more protective, and respect and
considering the God-given uniqueness of the persons in
our life will be considered a secondary necessity.
Reversing this is exactly what will make 2019 a success.

Hace 15 años un amigo, Roberto
Glazier, me invitó a hacer una presentación en Santa Fe,
Nuevo México, sobre
la frontera mexicana.
Repasé ayer el contenido en PowerPoint,
porque mi amigo
murió recientemente.
Me di cuenta de
que todas las personas
en la presentación
vivían la tradición cele- Sandoval
brada en Las Posadas cada Navidad.
Pero, más que costumbre navideña,
era su misión.
-- El día de Navidad en 1972, el
cartero Frank Alarcón y su grupo de

oración carismática en El Paso, Texas,
habían llenado una cesta de bocadillos
y cruzado la frontera para distribuirlos
a la gente más pobre en la ciudad
vecina de Juárez, a personas que buscan algo de comer en el basurero.
La imagen de un anciano con un
saco de trapos sobre su hombro se
gravó en Alarcón y desde ese entonces
pasó su tiempo libre en el basurero.
Cuando se jubiló a los 55 años, construyó una choza al lado de los habitantes del basurero. Quince años
después, Alarcón había establecido
una tienda de abarrotes baratos, una
clínica médica y oficina dental gratis,
una guardería y varias escuelas.
-- San Marco, una parroquia de
Independence, Missouri, trabajaba en
Anapra, una colonia de 5,000 habitantes en la periferia de Juárez. En 17

años había construido 40 casas de
ladrillo de cenizas de coque, distribuido arroz, frijol y pasta a familias que
sufrían hambre, abastecido una clínica
dental y pagado el sueldo de dos asistentes médicos, pagado el costo de
mantener dos jóvenes misioneros que
trabajaban un año entero en el barrio,
patrocinaban clases en inglés, clases
para aprender a escribir por máquina y
computación y, finalmente, daban
becas a 100 alumnos desde la primaria
hasta la universidad.
-- Una doctora médica mexicana,
San Juana Mendoza Bruce, esposa de
un profesor en la universidad estatal
de Nuevo México en Las Cruces, trabajaba a tiempo completo como voluntaria en dos clínicas medicas en
Mira FRONTERA, Página 23

Those who bring God's love to the Mexican border
By Moises Sandoval
Catholic News Service
About 15 years ago, I was invited
to give a talk in Santa Fe about the
Mexican border. I thought about that
today because the person who invited
me, Bob Glazier, an old friend, died
recently.
As I went over the PowerPoint
presentation again, I realized that
those I featured personified las
posadas, a tradition that highlights the
Holy Family's search for shelter in
Bethlehem on the first Christmas. For
these people, however, it was not just
ritual but a way of life:
-- On Christmas Day in 1972, El
Paso, Texas, postal worker Frank
Alarcon and members of his charismatic prayer group filled a basket with
sandwiches and took them to the poor-

est people they could find: the scavengers in a Juarez dump.
The face of an old man with a
huge bundle of rags on his back
touched Alarcon deeply, and from that
day onward, he spent his free time at
the dump. When he retired at 55, he
built his own shack alongside those of
the scavengers. The 72-year-old former Marine had a low-cost food store,
a free medical and dental clinic, a day
care center and several schools.
-- St. Mark's, a parish in
Independence, Missouri, worked in
Anapra, a border slum of 5,000 people. In 17 years, it built 40 cinder
block homes, provided rice, beans and
pasta for needy families, supplied a
dental clinic, paid the salaries of two
medical assistants and the expenses of
two year-round young missioners,
gave classes in English, typing and

computer skills, and provided scholarships for 100 children from primary
school through college.
-- A Mexican physician, Dr. San
Juana Mendoza Bruce, the wife of a
professor at New Mexico State
University in Las Cruces, worked as a
full-time volunteer at two Juarez clinics. She said: "My husband pays for
my daily bread. Our family budget
pays for our mission. It is part of our
responsibility." Her husband had built
the clinics where she worked.
-- Roberto Martinez, who headed
an American Friends Service
Committee mission and had often
been threatened with death by vigilantes, said: "Every time I ask myself
why I am doing this, thinking that I
have to get out, one more person
See BORDER, Page 23

Extra! Extra! Can you read all about it?
By Greg Erlandson
Catholic News Service
Fifty-three journalists were killed worldwide in
2018. Some died in war, but a shocking number died
exposing corruption, covering protests or just doing their
job. Time magazine called them and
their harassed and persecuted colleagues "Guardians" of truth, and
named them collectively "Person of
the Year."
In the United States last June, four
journalists and another staffer at the
Capital Gazette, a local newspaper in
Annapolis, Maryland, were killed by a
local man who resented that the newspaper had reported on his harassment
Erlandson
of a woman.
The widow of one of the victims said of the press
and its importance to society: "A lot of people don't
understand how important what goes on in their community is to them and how it affects their quality of life —
maybe until it's gone."
This is more than simply a defense of the First
Amendment. This has a dollar and cents impact according to a study by three Midwestern researchers titled
"Financing Dies in Darkness? The Impact of Newspaper
Closures on Public Finance."
It looked at the impact of newspaper closures on

communities, concluding that communities lacking a
newspaper paid higher borrowing costs because insurers
worried that corruption and scandal might go too long
unexposed:
"Overall, our results indicate that local newspapers
hold their governments accountable, keeping municipal
borrowing costs low and ultimately saving local taxpayers money."
Newspapers benefit democratic societies in other
ways as well: Recent polling by The Washington Post
found that of all consumers of media, newspaper readers
were least likely to believe political falsehoods. The
Post did not offer an explanation, but newspapers have
the space to offer context and provide depth to news stories (as opposed to the superficial gloss of network
evening news or the ideological opinions of cable).
As Time magazine said in its special issue, "The
press always has and always will commit errors of judgment, of omission, of accuracy. And yet what it does is
fundamental."
So what does all this have to do with Catholics?
I think that the Catholic press — while not as threatened by violence and certainly not as well-funded as its
secular counterparts — has an important role to play in
the local Catholic community, especially at this present
time. Most obviously, a robust Catholic press make
"transparency" and "accountability" more than just slogans.
During the recent wave of abuse crises, pollsters

have found that Catholics who are reading their Catholic
press have a greater awareness not just of what has gone
wrong, but of what the church has been doing to prevent
abuse over the past 20 years. While much secular media
coverage treats every expose as if it happened yesterday
and the church has done nothing, readers of the Catholic
press know better.
Unfortunately, there are fewer of those readers
because there are fewer Catholic newspapers. Papers are
being shut down. Frequency is declining. Space for
news shrinking. Accountants don't want to pay for them.
The result: Most Catholics get news about their church
from secular news sources or perhaps hysterical social
media outlets.
Last year, Pope Francis said that the task of the
press — both Catholic and secular — is "to inform correctly, to offer everyone a reporting of the facts that conform as closely as possible to reality" and to make complex issues accessible to most people.
A Catholic press that reports the whole truth and its
context serves the church best, especially in this polarized age. Well-funded Catholic media with high journalistic standards and a love for the faith is a resource for
educating and informing Catholics that is needed today
more than ever.
--Erlandson, director and editor-in-chief of Catholic
News Service, can be reached at gerlandson@catholicnews.com.
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Making Sense of Bioethics

Gene-edited babies and
the runaway train of IVF
By Father Tad Pacholczyk
In November 2018, a Chinese scientist named He Jankui (known to his
associates as “JK”) claimed that he had
successfully produced the world’s first
gene-edited human babies using “gene
surgery.” The twin girls, he said, were
born somewhere in
China with a modified gene that makes
them immune to
infection from HIV,
the virus that causes
AIDS. A special
DNA splicing technique called
CRISPR/Cas 9 was
used when they were
Pacholczyk
embryos to make the
edits. In a series of
short videos posted on YouTube, JK
offers an explanation of, and justification for, what he did.
He reminds his viewers that when
scientists first began doing in vitro fertilization (IVF) in 1978, a number of
ethical concerns were raised, but those
mostly subsided over time: “The media
hyped panic about Louise Brown’s
birth as the first IVF baby. But for forty
years, regulations and morals have
developed together with IVF, ensuring
only therapeutic applications to help
more than 8 million children come into
this world. Gene surgery is another IVF
advancement.”
In another video, he puts it this
way: “Look back to the 1970s with
Louise Brown. The same fears and criticisms then are repeated now. Yet, IVF
unquestionably has benefited families.
There will be no question about the
morality of gene surgery in 20 to 30
years.”
JK’s strong conclusion leads us to
ask whether the general sense of revulsion that has arisen towards his geneediting work is merely alarmist and
shortsighted. Are people failing to
grasp the importance and propriety of
what he is doing? Is he a pioneer ushering in a new age of enlightenment
where mankind will be able to make
use of the powers of science to achieve
good ends? Or should his gene editing
work be condemned and JK branded as
a rogue scientist violating significant
moral boundaries?
The answer to these questions will,
in fact, be linked to whether we understand IVF to be ethical or not — JK is
right to draw the parallel. If we conclude that IVF is something good and
ethically acceptable, we end up granting the principle that it is OK to engage
in very harmful and damaging actions
as long as we have a good end or purpose in mind. Although IVF involves a
litany of grave harms, like the engendering of human beings in laboratories
and the freezing or destruction of
embryos, if our intention is to help others fulfill their desire to have a baby, it
must be OK. By this same logic, gene
editing of our children will also be considered acceptable as long as our inten-

tions are good and we’re trying to help
others, even if we’re actually causing
serious harms along the way.
Adding up the grave harms from
IVF gives us a long list: IVF turns procreation into “production.” It dehumanizes embryonic children, treating them
as objects to be frozen, manipulated,
abandoned or destroyed. Since the
practice began in 1978, millions of
embryos have become warehoused in
liquid nitrogen, abandoned in frozen
“orphanages.” Millions more have been
outright discarded as biomedical waste.
Instead of “loving our children into
being” through the one-flesh union of
husband and wife, IVF mass produces
children in clinics, assembly-line style,
under the impetus of market capitalism.
Children born by IVF, moreover, experience roughly double the rate of birth
defects of regularly conceived children.
Over the years, these kinds of concerns have been mostly glossed over or
ignored — we’ve grown accustomed to
frozen orphanages, and to the high toll
involved in the process of assuring that
a few of our embryonic children survive and successfully implant. We
downplay the risk of birth defects. Our
insensitivity and desires have trumped
a clear sense of ethics.
As we face the daunting question
of editing human embryos, we run up
against the same temptation. Editing
our embryonic children to be free of a
particular disease requires numerous
embryos to be simultaneously created
(or thawed out), treated as “products”
and subjected to genetic “treatments,”
with many of them perishing during the
experiment, in order that a few of them
might survive and develop without the
disease. Editing our embryonic children may also involve risks to them
that we will only understand later when
they grow up. Is it ever proper to
experiment on our own offspring?
Moreover, gene editing in embryos
introduces changes that will be passed
into the human gene pool, establishing
permanent and irrevocable changes to
our own humanity. How does one adequately evaluate the risks of such
changes?
The fact remains that we’ve been
willing to tolerate an abundance of
human carnage up to this point with
IVF, and one of the great tragedies of
our age has been our tone deafness to
the evils of IVF. JK argues that we are
similarly poised to accept the production of gene-edited babies as yet another variation on the theme.
Will his brazen instrumentalization
of human beings call forth gasps of disbelief, serious reflection and action, or
only a few more passing yawns?
--Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D.
earned his doctorate in neuroscience
from Yale and did post-doctoral work
at Harvard. He is a priest of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves as
the Director of Education at The
National Catholic Bioethics Center in
Philadelphia. See www.ncbcenter.org.
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Año Nuevo, resoluciones nuevas
Por Maria-Pia Negro Chin
Catholic News Service
¿Ya ha pensado en sus propósitos de
año nuevo? Tal vez esté progresando en su
toma de decisiones, o aún esté decidiendo
en qué concentrarse en
2019.
Algunas de sus resoluciones podrían ser mejorar
en los estudios, ser voluntarios, ser más saludables o
más activos, reciclar más,
aprender algo nuevo, ser
modelos a seguir o reducir
Chin
su uso de las redes sociales.
O quizás esté decidido a tomar una posición
cuando alguien sufre acoso o cuando el
grupo hace bromas que le quitan la dignidad
a otros.
O tal vez está desanimado o está pensando ya no tener resoluciones ya que el
2018 tuvo muchas ideas y entusiasmo al
principio, pero no completó sus resoluciones.
"La mayoría de las personas que dependen solo de la fuerza de voluntad fracasan",
Anne Swinbourne, una psicóloga del comportamiento en la Universidad James Cook,
Australia, le dijo a la BBC hace un año.
"Para mantener una resolución, tienes que
ser aburridamente meticuloso, tienes que
planificar".
Anotar lo que se quiere lograr es solo el
comienzo. Mantener sus resoluciones
requiere planificación, acción y, a menudo,
oración. Incorpore un comportamiento
saludable a su vida diaria, evite los factores
desencadenantes que le hacen retroceder y
solicite ayuda cuando sea necesario.

"¿Qué clase de persona quiere Dios que
seas para finales de este año?" preguntó el
padre Mike Schmitz en un video de
YouTube. ¿Cree que sus resoluciones lo
ayudarán a comportarse de manera que la
luz de Dios pueda brillar en nuestro mundo
a través de usted?
Después de discernir en que quisiera
esforzarse más este año, es hora de actuar.
Haga el trabajo necesario, incluso si no ve
resultados de inmediato o si comete errores.
Aprenda de ellos, revalúe la situación y persevere en sus esfuerzos.
Además de hacer que sus nuevos objetivos para 2019 sean específicos, medibles,
alcanzables, relevantes y oportunos,
asegúrese de que sus objetivos estén
arraigados en ser la persona que Dios sabe
que Ud. puede ser. Cuando mantener una
resolución se convierta en un desafío,
podemos recordar por qué nos comprometimos en primer lugar.
La escritora Elizabeth Manneh le dio en
el clavo cuando admitió que — como
muchos de nosotros — ella no tuvo éxito en
sus resoluciones porque el depender de sólo
nuestros propios esfuerzos para "transformar nuestra vida al establecer nuevos
hábitos" no son suficiente.
Manneh se concentró en pensar en sus
motivaciones para ser una mejor persona.
Reflexionó sobre 12 preguntas sobre el año
pasado y el año que viene. Algunas preguntas incluyeron "¿En qué áreas de tu vida
espiritual has crecido más?" y "¿Dónde has
visto ejemplos de oraciones contestadas?" y
"¿Qué puedes hacer para ser más consciente
de la presencia de Dios?"
Mira CHIN, Página 23

New year, new resolutions
By Maria-Pia Negro Chin
Catholic News Service
Have you thought about your New
Year's resolutions yet? Maybe you are making progress in your decision-making or
you are still deciding what to focus on in
2019.
Some of your resolutions could be to do
better at school, volunteer, be
healthier/more active, recycle more, learn
something new, be a role model or cut back
on your social media use. Or perhaps you
are determined to take a stand when needed,
like when someone is bullying another person or when the group is making inappropriate jokes that demean others.
Or, you had a lot of ideas and enthusiasm earlier this year, but slipped in your
2018 resolutions, and became discouraged
or tempted to cast them aside altogether.
"People who rely on willpower mostly
fail," Anne Swinbourne, a behavioral psychologist at James Cook University,
Australia, told the BBC last year. "To keep
a resolution, you have to be boringly meticulous — you have to plan."
Jotting down what you want to accomplish is just the beginning. Keeping your
resolutions requires planning, acting and,
often, praying. Incorporating healthy behavior into your everyday life, avoiding triggers that cause us to regress and asking for
support when needed take work, but it is

worth it.
"What kind of person God wants me to
be by the end of this year?" Father Mike
Schmitz asked in a YouTube video. Are
your resolutions going to help you behave
in a way that God's light can shine in our
world through you?
Once you prayerfully decide what to
work on this year, it's time to take action.
Put in the work, even if you don't see the
rewards right away or if you make mistakes. Learn from them, reassess and persevere in your efforts.
Besides making your new 2019 goals
specific, measurable, attainable, relevant
and timely, making sure your goals are rooted in being the person God knows you can
be make it harder to waver. When keeping a
resolution becomes a challenge, we can
remember why we made this commitment
in the first place.
Writer Elizabeth Manneh hit the nail on
the head when she admitted that — like
many of us — she was not successful in her
resolutions because relying only in our
human efforts to "transform (our) lives by
establishing new habits" is not enough.
Manneh focused on thinking about her
motivations to be a better person. She
reflected on 12 questions, looking at the
past year and the year ahead.
I like Manneh's method. The desire to
See RESOLUTIONS, Page 23
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Catholic Voices

Learning to lose control
By Stephanie Clary
Catholic News Service
I never wanted to be a mom. I assumed that I
would be one, but I wasn't a girl who dreamed of
motherhood. I've never been particularly smitten with
babies. As a young woman, I was content to enjoy my early years of marriage child-free. I even told myself
that if I couldn't have kids for some
reason, that would be OK.
A Type A personality who relishes
in schedules, organization and colorcoding, perhaps this mindset was a
subconscious expression of the fear I
Clary
had for the loss of control that accompanies motherhood.
When my husband and I learned natural family
planning, we approached it as we had any class
before, with intense studiousness and a desire to succeed. (I'm not sure what success means in this context, but that was our attitude.) We found that this
faith-motivated, natural practice wasn't providing the
peace, love and fruitfulness that it promised in any
sense of the terms.
I stressed about remembering to check and record
symptoms; I felt guilty when I forgot; I was consumed with thinking about whether we were or were
not in the best position to bring a baby into the
world. I wanted to get it right. I thought understanding natural family planning allowed me the control to
do so.

Realizing that obsessions with charts, temperatures and times were not improving our marriage or
personal faith journeys, we attempted a different
approach, relinquishing some of the control onto
which we so tightly held. Maybe it was not the best
time to bring a baby into our lives, perhaps it never
would be, but that wasn't for us to determine. We
stopped trying to decide if we should have a baby
and simply lived open to the possibility.
We still pondered questions about parenthood:
How will a baby affect our careers, our marriage, our
lifestyle? Are we financially able to support a child?
Is my health sufficient to grow and carry a baby?
How will I uphold my professional ambitions alongside motherhood?
The difference now was that we did not compel
ourselves to produce definitive answers to these
queries and our willingness to welcome a child wasn't dependent upon it. Sometimes the response was,
“We don't know.” That was OK.
The freedom that followed this open-to-life-without-trying-to-control-it approach was refreshing, like
unloading a burden one was never meant to bear.
I hadn't before approached anything in life with
such openheartedness. Some might call it whimsical.
For me, it was profoundly religious. Was this what it
meant to place full faith in God? It's certainly the
closest I have ever come to complete surrender of my
will to live in holy mystery.
I was fortunate to experience a smooth pregnancy
and delivery, but that did not mean it was without
moments of doubt and fear. St. Joan of Arc's words,

Just do it
By Effie Caldarola
Catholic News Service
Many years ago, my spiritual
director was a no-nonsense nun.
When I arrived for my companioning session with her, I would
notice the little
sign on her desk,
"Just Do It."
That phrase is,
of course, a trademark of the shoe
company Nike. But
on her desk, it
spoke, not to Sister
Caldarola
Loretta's desire to
excel at the high jump, but to her
basic mindset, which resisted
dithering. Decisions should be
prayed about, discerned and, without handwringing, made.
She was good for me because
I'm a lousy decision-maker, my
lists of pros and cons endless, my
"yes, buts" delaying any conclusion.
Although Sister Loretta has
since gone to her eternal reward,
her dictate lives on with me. Keep
it simple. Just do it.
With January comes our cultural obsession with resolutions.
For the most part, I resist this practice. Things I'll do, pounds I'll lose,
habits I'll develop. I see all around
me, and in my own life, that New
Year's promises that rely solely on
our own willpower are seldom
kept.

However, Jan.1, and every day,
is a good time to notice God acting
in our lives. The Benedictines have
a phrase: "Always we begin
again." I find that simple dictum
enormously consoling. It reminds
me that God is the God of second
chances, all the time. Whether it's
some old regret nagging at me, or
a cookie splurge today, God is
inviting me to start over, right now.
And so that little phrase,
"Always we begin again" becomes
something of a mantra for me in
times when I need God to help me
keep going.
I see a pattern here. I write
down phrases that inspire me.
That's a common practice of writers. But it's a good way for all of
us to reflect on simple wisdom.
Rummaging around in a
kitchen drawer, I find my favorite
towel, a gift from a daughter. I
hang it up to remind me of its simple wisdom: "Be grateful. Eat more
vegetables. Love more."
Sounds simplistic, but actually
it's the recipe for a better life, mentally, spiritually and physically.
Studies show that gratitude, and
the recitation of the things for
which we are grateful, is a huge
boon to our moods, our attitude,
even our sleep.
More vegetables? Nutrients,
longevity, weight loss. Need I say
more?
And the reminder to love?
Profound, and basic to everything.

“I am not afraid. I was born to do this,” became a
familiar mantra, and I believed it. In learning to lose
control, I had found comfort and strength.
In the days following our son's birth, suddenly, I
realized that I wanted to be a mom. I wanted to be a
mom many more times. Like a sacrament, the ritual
of this unique grace both caused and continued its
reality.
I don't think I would have transitioned so comfortably into the chaotic role of mother (a full four
weeks earlier than planned!) if it hadn't been for the
preparation that the Spirit started in me many months
before. The Spirit urged me to let go of certainty and
solid plans, to embrace each moment as it is, not as I
intend it to be.
For a new mom, that is a worthy lesson (as are
most lessons of the Spirit). Life may not be how I
intend it ever again. Schedules are now suggestions
and organization is an afterthought. My affinity for
color-coding might have some redeeming value when
the baby starts to learn colors.
For now, I surrender to the baby's will. It is difficult much of the time, but made easier by the practice
of first surrendering my will to God's.
Motherhood brings with it many wonderful
things; control is not one of them.
--Stephanie Clary is manager of mission outreach
and communication for the Diocese of Burlington,
Vermont, and assistant editor of Vermont Catholic,
magazine for the diocese. She is a guest columnist for
Catholic News Service.

Cartoon Corner
I'm not suggesting today's
great insight will be offered by
your fortune cookie or your
teabag's tag, but hey, pay attention.
You never know.
Actually, "pay attention" is my
favorite line from "Praying," a
favorite Mary Oliver poem.
Oliver says praying means to
"pay attention./ ... this isn't a contest, but the doorway into thanks, /
and a silence in which another
voice may speak."
Praying is simply paying attention and then listening contemplatively. Angels can appear in ordinary forms, and wisdom drops by
unannounced, sometimes in mundane ways.
But often wisdom comes from
Scripture. When I was a young
Jesuit volunteer, a Jesuit guiding
my retreat told me his favorite passage was from Micah 6. It's been
one of my favorites ever since:
Here's what the Lord requires of
you, only this: "To do justice and
to love goodness and to walk
humbly with your God."
A perfect, simple recipe for
living life well.
Sometimes we make everything, including decisions and resolutions, too complicated. Keep it
simple. January doesn't have to be
a promise broken. Just pay attention, and remember that in every
moment God is not judging you a
failure, but offering you the chance
to begin again.
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The community of St. Lawrence Church in St. Lawrence celebrated the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Dec. 12. (courtesy photo)

IMMIGRATION
Continued from Page 15
They provided short-term care, such
as food and shelter, transportation for
some, and served as locales to bring the
families together again.
With the influx of Central American
migrants at the U.S.-Mexico border seeking to flee violence in countries such as
Honduras, Guatemala and El Salvador,
places such as the Catholic Charities of
the Rio Grande Valley's Humanitarian
Respite Center in McAllen, Texas,
Annunciation House in the El Paso/Juarez
and border region, and other temporary
shelters run by the Diocese of El Paso,
have been on the front lines of providing
the basics, from food to clothes and temporary shelter, to the incoming crowds of
migrants.
Many of those places have seen
Catholic volunteers such as Margie
Legowski come through their doors to
help.
Legowski, a parishioner from Holy
Trinity Catholic Church in Washington's
Georgetown neighborhood, traveled to the
McAllen, Texas, area during

Thanksgiving, to help the migrants at the
Humanitarian Respite Center.
The center had "a huge influx of people," she said, sick and exhausted from
the trek, but also frustrated and sad at the
rigorous process of asylum whose rules
the Trump administration was seeking to
change at the time.
"I saw such sadness, patience and
almost giving up," she told Catholic News
Service.
There is concern for the human toll of
the policies, she said, especially because
the U.S. government can use its great
resources, including physicians and even
the National Guard, to provide assistance
to the migrants and not to use its
resources to antagonize them.
"It's in no one's best interest" to do so,
Legowski said.
At the national level, bishops have
voiced their support for migrants and their
right to seek refuge. In July, in a highly
publicized visit, top leadership from the
USCCB traveled to the border region of
McAllen and Brownsville in Texas to personally meet with some of them, mothers
and fathers, at a Catholic-run temporary
shelter. The visit also included a stop at a
government detention center for minors

who had been separated, a converted WalMart, where the bishops celebrated Mass.
U.S. Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of
Galveston-Houston said then, in a July 2
news conference, that the church supports
the right of nations to protect their borders, but having strong borders and having compassion are not mutually exclusive. A solution with compassion can be
found, he said.
But many worry that compassion is
what's lacking in the policy decisions that
have been handed down by the Trump
administration when it comes to immigration, and as long as they continue, the
concern is for the men, women and children at the border who may suffer the
consequences.
"I picture the ship turned away … the
Jews no one would take," said Legowski,
referencing a German ocean liner the U.S.
government, under the Democratic
Roosevelt administration, turned away in
1939 carrying Jewish refugees looking to
escape the Third Reich. Many of them
would later perish at the hands of the
Nazis.
"That's what we're doing to people,"
Legowski said. "How can we turn our
backs on people? Shame on us."

DISASTERS
Continued from Page 5
Nor are natural disasters confined to
the contiguous 48 states.
A May 4 earthquake in Hawaii was
the biggest to hit the area since 1975.
The quake damaged many buildings,
caused landslides, and damaged a road,
causing it to be shut down. A major
eruption of the Kilauea volcano occurred
at the same time, sending untold gallons
of lava landward, with much spilling out
into the Pacific Ocean.
And a 7.0-magnitude earthquake
hammered Alaska's largest city,
Anchorage, Nov. 30. A 5.7-magnitude
aftershock followed only seven minutes
later.
While no deaths or serious injuries
were reported, schools were shut down
for a week to assess damage, according
to Tricia Teasley, director of community
relations and development for Catholic
Charities of Anchorage.
Damage estimates are unclear so
soon after the quake. First-day estimates
came in at anywhere from $100 million
to $1 billion.
Teasley said the Archdiocese of
Anchorage's properties seemed to have
survived the quake fairly well, including
two Catholic Charities-run shelters.
Lisa Aquino, Catholic Charities of
Anchorage's director, said this temblor,
according to those who were there at the
time, was far different from the 9.2magnitued Good Friday earthquake of
1964, which killed 139 and caused $311
million in damage. "This one wasn't as
scary, because that one went on for five
minutes," Aquino said, but "this one
started with a big jolt, so that surprised a
lot of people."
Teasley was still at home when it
struck. She ran out her front door to
assess the scene. "I've been here for 10
years and I don't scare easily, but I was
scared," she said. Then she saw a neighbor who "came out of his own house
and yelled, 'Holy s-h-i-,'" before remembering who she was talking to, concluded, "d."
Aftershocks continue deep in the
Alaskan earth, but also in residents' consciousness. Teasley's son was on the top
floor of his school when the quake
struck. At home, whenever he feels an
aftershock, he "dives under the pingpong table," she said. People, Aquino
added, are "tired and just stressed out."

Page 22

JANUARY 2019

KNICKERBOCKERS
Continued from Page 8
Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am" (Jn
13:13). In the Gospels, we read Jesus' radical teaching
about discipleship, and we read about his miracles that
give evidence that, indeed, he is Lord of heaven and
earth (Mt 28:18). Jesus calls us anew to his radical way
— to internalize his teaching and re-commit ourselves
to his authority in our lives. John writes that Jesus
affirms his disciples' understanding of who he is after he
has washed their feet — an astounding gesture. He tells
them he is their servant and they are to go and do likewise (Jn 13:13-17). That is Jesus' call to us as well.
In the Gospel of John, we read Jesus declaration, "I
am the light of the world; he who follows me will not
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life" (8:12).
"In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it" (Jn 1:4-5). When we feel overcome by
darkness in ourselves, our surroundings, or in the world,
we can turn to the Light, to Jesus, and open ourselves to
his radiance and his protection. In Jesus' name, we bind
Satan and cast him out, with principalities, powers of
darkness and all his demons and send them to the
Tabernacle. Jesus, the light of the world, has overcome
their darkness. He has overcome our darkness. He has
won the victory for us!
"I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides
in me, and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for

BISHOP
Continued from Page 3
resources so that others may have a
brighter future. Hope impels us to be
responsible stewards of our land, air,
and water, so that future generations
may inherit a healthy planet. Hope
prompts us to carry out the spiritual
works of mercy in order to help another
person get to Heaven. Hope inspires
the catechist to pass on the gift of faith.
Hope moves us to seek healing, recovery, and reconciliation. Hope stimulates
us to recruit and form future leaders for
the next generation.
The Christian symbol of hope is the
anchor. Hope is a “sure and steadfast
anchor of the soul…that enters…where
Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our
behalf” (Heb 6:19-20). In the midst of
whatever storms this world may bring,
we make an act of hope by placing our
anchor firmly in Jesus Christ.
There are two opposing attitudes
that show a lack of hope: despair and
presumption. Despair is the attitude
that one cannot attain salvation even
with God’s help. Presumption is the
attitude that one is sure of salvation, or
that one can attain salvation through
one’s own efforts. Both of those attitudes are mistaken. Eternal union with
God is possible, but only with God’s
help. Jesus says, “The one who perseveres to the end will be saved” (Mt
24:13).
Ultimately, hope orients us toward
eternal union with God and the
Communion of Saints in Heaven. We
have a future, and that future gives
meaning to our present. As people of
hope, we live each day with an eye
toward eternity. Saint Teresa of Avila
offers an inspiring message that
expresses this longing for union with

apart from me you can do nothing. … If you abide in
me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you will,
and it shall be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be my
disciples. As the Father has loved me, so have I loved
you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments,
you will abide in my love" (Jn 15:5, 7-10). As the vine,
Jesus is teaching us how to be faithful disciples: keep
his commandments and so abide in him who is love;
ponder his words in our mind and heart. Thus, our lives
will bear fruit. That sounds like a life-giving plan for the
new year!
To Thomas the Apostle, Jesus proclaims: "I am the
way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the
Father, but by me" (Jn 14:6). This is who Jesus is for us;
he leads us to himself. Father Ryan Erlenbush reflects
on St. Thomas Aquinas' illumination of Jesus words:
"Christ is that living Way in his human flesh and by his
human blood. In his humanity, the Savior is our Way to
God. … As man, Christ is our Way. As God, he is our
destination and our goal which is Truth and Life." St.
Thomas echoes St. Augustine's thought: "If you ask
where to go, cling to Christ for he is the truth which we
desire to reach … . If you ask where to remain, remain
in Christ because he is the life" (5th Sunday of Easter
homily). In St. Augustine's words: "'I am the way, and
the truth, and the life.' He was saying in effect, how do
you want to go? I am the way. Where do you want to
go? I am the truth. Where do you want to remain? I am
the life” (Commentary on John XIV.2).
St. Paul writes to Timothy: "Paul, an apostle of

God: “Hope, O my soul, hope. You
know neither the day nor the hour.
Watch carefully, for everything passes
quickly. … Dream that the more you
struggle, the more you prove the love
that you bear your God, and the more
you will rejoice one day with your
Beloved, in a happiness and rapture
that can never end” (quoted in CCC,
no. 1821).
Our diocese is currently carrying
out a major pastoral planning process.
In the next few months, we will take
the input received last fall and formulate a set of priorities to guide our
diocesan life in the upcoming years.
The name we have chosen for this
planning process is “A Future Full of
Hope.” This is based on a beautiful Old
Testament passage from Jeremiah
29:11-14, which says, “I know well the
plans I have in mind for you, says the
Lord, plans for your welfare, not for
woe, plans to give you a future full of
hope. When you call me, when you go
to pray to me, I will listen to you.
When you look for me, you will find
me. Yes, when you seek me with all
your heart, you will find me with you,
says the Lord.”
Hope has a central place in our
Christian world view. As we begin this
new year, we can all grow in this
virtue. How can we do this? We begin
with prayer. The prayer of the Church
and personal prayer nourish hope in us.
In a particular way, praying with the
Psalms leads us to a deeper hope. The
Holy Spirit teaches us to pray in hope
(CCC, no. 2657). St. Paul expresses
this clearly: “May the God of hope fill
you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit
you may abound in hope” (Rom 15:13).
Let us open our hearts to the action of
the Holy Spirit so that more and more
we may become a people of hope.
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Christ Jesus by command of God our Savior and of
Christ Jesus our hope" (1 Tm 1:1). St. Peter exclaims,
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ! By his great mercy we have been born anew to a
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, and to an inheritance which is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you"(1
Pt 1:3-4). This new year let us place our hope where it
belongs — not in the things and circumstances of this
world but in Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior, who is
Hope.
The song from the 1950s tells us "Que será, será /
whatever will be, will be / the future's not ours to see /
que será, será." It is true that we can't see into our future
or control it. Nonetheless, we know that whatever this
new year brings — blessings or adversity, joys or sorrows, plenty or need, well-being or suffering, life or
death — because of who Jesus is and who we are in
him, we can be hopeful, encouraged, strengthened, guided, forgiven, and alive in him, now and for eternity. We
have these assurances and promises in scripture because
Jesus is Lord! "Therefore God has highly exalted him
and bestowed on him the name which is above every
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father" (Phil 2:9-11).
--Father Knick Knickerbocker is a retired priest of
the Diocese of San Angelo. He and his wife, Sandie,
write a monthly column for the West Texas Angelus.

OBISPO
Continúa de Página 3
za nos estimula para reclutar y formar
a los futuros líderes de la próxima
generación.
El símbolo Cristiano de la esperanza es el ancla. La esperanza es una
“segura y firme ancla del alma ... que
entra ... donde Jesús ha ido como un
precursor en nuestro nombre”
(Hebreos 6: 19-20). En medio de
cualquier tormenta que este mundo
puede traer, hacemos un acto de esperanza mediante la colocación de nuestra ancla firmemente en Jesucristo.
Hay dos actitudes opuestas que
muestran una falta de esperanza: la
desesperación y la presunción. La
desesperación es la actitud que uno no
puede alcanzar la salvación, incluso
con la ayuda de Dios. La presunción
es la actitud que uno está seguro de la
salvación, o que uno puede alcanzar la
salvación a través de su propio esfuerzo. Ambas actitudes están equivocadas. Unión eterna con Dios es posible, pero sólo con la ayuda de Dios.
Jesús dice: “El que persevere hasta el
fin, éste será salvo” (Mt 24:13).
Últimamente, la esperanza nos
orienta hacia la unión eterna con Dios
y la Comunión de los Santos en el
Cielo. Tenemos un futuro, y ese futuro
da sentido a nuestro presente. Como
personas de esperanza, vivimos cada
día con un ojo hacia la eternidad.
Santa Teresa de Ávila ofrece un mensaje inspirador que expresa este anhelo de unión con Dios: “Espera, alma
mía, espera. No sabes cuándo vendrá
el día ni la hora. Vela con cuidado,
que todo se pasa con brevedad...Mira
que mientras más peleares, más
mostrarás el amor que tienes a tu Dios

y más te gozarás con tu Amado, con
gozo y deleite que no puede tener fin”
(citado en CIC, no. 1821 ).
Nuestra diócesis está llevando a
cabo un importante proceso de planificación pastoral. En los próximos
meses, vamos a tomar el aporte recibida el pasado otoño y formular un conjunto de prioridades para guiar nuestra
vida diocesana en los próximos años.
El nombre que hemos elegido para
este proceso de planificación es “Un
futuro lleno de esperanza.” Esto se
basa en un hermoso pasaje del
Antiguo Testamento de Jeremías
29:11-14, que dice: “Porque yo sé
muy bien lo que haré por ustedes, dice
el Señor, les quiero dar paz y no desgracia y un porvenir lleno de esperanza. Cuando me invoquen y vengan a
suplicarme, yo los escucharé. Cuando
me busquen me encontrarán. Sí, siempre que me imploren con todo su
corazón haré que me encuentren, dice
el Señor.”
La esperanza tiene un lugar central
en nuestra visión del mundo Cristiano.
Al comenzar este año nuevo, todos
podemos crecer en esta virtud. ¿Cómo
podemos hacer esto? Comenzamos
con la oración. La oración de la
Iglesia y la oración personal alimentan
la esperanza en nosotros. De manera
particular, el rezar con los Salmos nos
lleva a una esperanza más profunda.
El Espíritu Santo nos enseña a orar en
la esperanza (CIC, no. 2657). San
Pablo expresa claramente: “Que el
Dios de esperanza los colme de gozo
y paz en el creer, para que por el
poder del Espíritu Santo se rebosen de
esperanza” (Romanos 15:13).
Abramos el corazón a la acción del
Espíritu Santo, de modo que cada vez
más podemos llegar a ser un pueblo
de esperanza.
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FRONTERA

Continúa de Página 18
Me gusta el método de Manneh. El
deseo de cambiar no está arraigado en sentirse inadecuado, sino en la motivación para
ser mejor. Su enfoque le permite contemplar con honestidad su vida espiritual y
cómo afecta su vida real, lo cual lleva a
plantearse resoluciones realistas que valgan
la pena.
Ser fiel es "cumplir sus promesas —
eligiendo al Señor — consistentemente" y
arrepentirse sinceramente si llega a caer,
dijo el padre Schmitz. Es por eso que "la
consistencia (siempre) vencerá la intensidad".
Hace unos años, Mónica Gabriel
Marshall, editora de la revista Verily,
escribió que, ya que el 60 por ciento de los
estadounidenses abandonan sus resoluciones después de seis meses, lo que necesitaban era "la fortaleza mental y emocional
necesaria frente a la dificultad, la adversidad, el peligro o la tentación".
Una sugerencia es empezar a corto
plazo al principio, como ofrecer sacrificios
durante un mes y continuar desde allí. Otro
es encontrar a un miembro o un amigo que
lo apoye. Tener a alguien "para pelear la
buena pelea contigo" los llevará a darse animos mutuamente, dijo.
Puede continuar con su resoluciónes
incluso después de que la pasión inicial
haya desaparecido o se sienta desanimado.
Elija priorizar a Dios en el 2019.

Continúa de Página 17
Juárez. "Mi esposo paga por mi pan
diario", dijo. "Nuestro presupuesto familiar paga por nuestra misión. Es parte de
nuestra responsabilidad". Su esposo había
construido las dos clínicas donde trabajaba.
-- Roberto Martínez, director del
Comité de Servicio de la Sociedad
Norteamericana de Amigos en la frontera,
a menudo recibía amenazas de muerte de
grupos vigilantes. El dijo: "Cada vez que
me pregunto por qué estoy haciendo esto,
pensando que tengo que abandonarlo,
llega otro herido. Veo su dolor y su
sufrimiento y pienso que a mí me va
mejor. Sólo tengo que soportar la angustia
mental. Aquí hay tan pocas voces para
proteger a los inmigrantes que, si puedo
hacer algo para mejorar sus vidas, debo
hacerlo".
-- Kay Spinella, una mujer rica, vivía
en la casa de sus sueños en Boerne, Texas,

RESOLUTIONS
Continued from Page 18
change is not rooted in a sense of inadequacy, but the motivation to be better. Some
questions included, "In which areas of your
spiritual life have you grown most?" and
"Where have you seen examples of
answered prayer?" and "What can you do to
become more aware of God's presence?"
Her approach allows you to have an
honest look at your spiritual life and how
that affects your everyday life, which leads
you to set realistic and worthwhile resolutions.
Being faithful is "to keep your promises
— choosing the Lord — consistently" and
being repentant if you fall, said Father
Schmitz. That is why "consistency will beat
intensity every time."
A few years ago, Monica Gabriel
Marshall, editor of Verily magazine, wrote
that in light of research saying that 60 percent of Americans drop their resolutions
after six months, she decided to strengthen
her fortitude, which is "the necessary mental and emotional strength in facing difficulty, adversity, danger or temptation courageously."
One suggestion is to think short-term at
first — like practicing self-denial for a
month and continue from there. Another
one is to find an accountability partner like
a family member or a friend who supports
you. Having someone "to fight the good
fight with you" will lead you to encourage
each other in this journey, she said.
You can move forward with your resolutions even after the initial enthusiasm has
worn off or you feel discouraged. Choose to
make God a priority in 2019.

BORDER
Continued from Page 17
comes in injured. I see the pain and suffering and think I am not doing too badly.
I just have to deal with the mental
anguish. There are so few voices out there
to protect the immigrants. If I can do
something to make their lives better, I
should do it."
-- Kay Spinella, a well-to-do housewife, lived in a dream house in Boerne,
Texas, but she and her husband found the
opulence unsatisfying. One year, they
drove 550 miles to spend Thanksgiving in
Juarez.
"I felt so greedy," Spinella said: "Here
we had three empty bedrooms, and the
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pero ella y su esposo no se sentían cómodos con su riqueza. Un año viajaron por
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parishioners in the
Juárez y a patrocinar clases en inglés
como segundo idioma.
San Angelo Diocese.
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suaded her parish to help pay for the education of 30 students and for classes in
English as a second language.
-- Maryknoll missioner Susan
Tollefson worked in Juarez. She said:
"People were not made to live like this:
the wind, chemicals, garbage, roaches,
cardboard houses falling apart. I do not
know exactly what it means to be a missioner. I do not know what I bring.
Perhaps I am here for myself, to be who I
am, and that is what I can add to the betterment of the world. It is hard but very
life-giving. You recognize being part of
something really big."
Yes, bringing God's love.
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December 7, 2018
CASE: MINNICK (QUINTERO) - CLOUD
NO.: SO/18/62
The Tribunal Office of the Catholic Diocese of San Angelo is seeking
Cody Allen Cloud.
You are hereby summoned to appear before the Tribunal of the
Catholic Diocese of San Angelo, at 804 Ford Street, San Angelo, Texas
76905, on or before the 31st day of January 2019, to answer to the
Petition of Angela Gayle Minnick (Quintero), now introduced before the
Diocesan Tribunal in an action styled, “Angela Minnick (Quintero) and
Cody Cloud, Petition for Declaration of Invalidity of Marriage.” Said
Petition is identified as Case: MINNICK (QUINTERO) - CLOUD; Protocol
No.: SO/18/62, on the Tribunal Docket of the Diocese of San Angelo.
You may communicate with the Tribunal in person or in writing.
Failure to communicate within the prescribed period of time will be considered your consent for the Tribunal to continue its proceedings in the
above-named case.
Given at the Tribunal of the Diocese of San Angelo on the January
31, 2018.
Reverend Tom Barley, MSW, MBA, M. Div., JCL
Judicial Vicar
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Editor
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Right: The seminarians of the Diocese of San Angelo, along with
diocesan vocation director Father Michael Rodriguez, traveled to
the former convent building in Stanton, Texas, during their semiannual gathering. While there, they heard of a former resident of
the facility who, after taking his own life, was buried in the adjacent cemetery in a plot of land that had not been blessed. Some
locals were troubled by the fact that this section of the cemetery
had not been blessed. Bishop Michael Sis blessed the land while
visiting the cemetery with the seminarians. (courtesy photo)

Below: The semiannual gathering of seminarians took place at
The Way Retreat Center in Midland. During the weekend, the
seminarians took part in a posada at San Miguel Arcángel
Church. Pictured (left to right) with Joseph and Mary are: Father
Patrick Akpanobong, pastor at San Miguel; Mauricio Romero;
Humberto Diaz; Upton Sewell; Francisco Camacho; Mike Elsner;
David Garcia; Kevin Lenius; Bishop Michael Sis; and Father
Michael Rodriguez, vocation director.

Seminarian Winter Gathering
December 16–18, 2018 — Midland, texas

The seminarians volunteered at the Breaking Bread Soup Kitchen in Midland during their winter gathering. Pictured here are: Mike Elsner tidying up with a broom and dustpan; Kevin
Lenius stocking canned goods; and Mauricio Romero serving salads. (courtesy photos)

