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The priests of the Diocese of San Angelo attended the annual Chrism Mass Sept. 10, 2020, at the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart. The concelebrating priests were socially  
distanced in the pews rather than seated near the altar like most years. The priests of the diocese renew their priestly promises each year at the Chrism Mass, which is also  
the occasion when the diocesan bishop blesses the oils to be used in sacraments throughout the diocese. See more photos, Pages 12–13.
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In just a few weeks, we, the citizens of our country, 
will select governmental leaders, from president to local 
officials.  Each of us is faced with the challenge of de-
ciding how we will vote. Before the elections on Nov. 3, 
we should inform ourselves on the candidates and their 
positions — not just their party or their personality, but 
also what they stand for and what direction they would 
take this country. 

Either on election day or by early voting, we should 
plan our schedules to make time to vote.  Keep in mind 
that the presidential race is not the only item on the bal-
lot.  There are other races and measures down the ballot 
that are also important.  Even voting in just some of 
them is better than not voting at all. 

To help form your conscience on the important is-
sues at stake in our elections, I recommend reading a 
brief teaching document entitled Forming Consciences 
for Faithful Citizenship: A Call to Political Responsibil-
ity.  It is published every four years by the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops, and it is available in English 
and Spanish, in print and online, at www.usccb.org/is-
sues-and-action/faithful-citizenship. This is the primary 
resource offered by the church in this country to help 
Catholics make responsible decisions in the upcoming 
election. 

In this article, I will offer a summary of the main 
points of that document, with the hope that you will take 
some time to study it for yourself.  In my citations I will 
refer to the document as FC. 

It is not the role of bishops, priests, deacons, reli-
gious, or lay representatives of the church to endorse or 
oppose specific candidates or parties (FC, nos. 7, 15, 
58).  Each one of us has a right and responsibility to 
look carefully at the platform of each candidate and 
compare those positions to the teaching of Christ and the 
church. 

Our faith teaches us basic moral principles, and each 
person then applies those moral principles to concrete 
circumstances to bring about a more just society.  “The 
obligation to teach the moral truths that should shape our 
lives, including our public lives, is central to the mission 
given to the church by Jesus Christ” (FC, no. 11). “We 
bring a consistent moral framework¬ — drawn from 
basic human reason that is illuminated by Scripture and 
the teaching of the church — for assessing issues, politi-
cal platforms, and campaigns” (FC, no. 12). 

“We should be guided more by our moral convic-
tions than by our attachment to a political party or inter-
est group. When necessary, our participation should help 
transform the party to which we belong; we should not 
let the party transform us in such a way that we neglect 
or deny fundamental moral truths or approve intrinsi-
cally evil acts” (FC, no. 14). 

When Catholics make choices in the voting booth, 
they are to use their prudential judgment and follow 

their well-formed conscience as they apply the teachings 
of Christ to the issue at hand. “Catholics have a serious 
and lifelong obligation to form their consciences in ac-
cord with human reason and the teachings of the church. 
… Conscience is the voice of God resounding in the 
human heart, revealing the truth to us and calling us to 
do what is good while shunning what is evil” (FC, no. 
17). 

In order to help properly form the conscience, the 
teachings of the Catholic Church identify “some things 
we must never do, as individuals or as a society, because 
they are always incompatible with love of God and 
neighbor. … These are called ‘intrinsically evil’ actions. 
They must always be rejected and opposed and must 
never be supported or condoned. A prime example is the 
intentional taking of innocent human life, as in abortion 
and euthanasia. … It is a mistake with grave moral con-
sequences to treat the destruction of innocent human life 
merely as a matter of individual choice” (FC, no. 22). 

Other intrinsically evil acts include human cloning, 
destructive research on human embryos, and other acts 
that directly violate the sanctity and dignity of innocent 
human life. Other actions which can never be justified 
include genocide, torture, the targeting of noncombat-
ants in acts of terror or war, acts of racism, treating 
workers as mere means to an end, deliberately subject-
ing workers to subhuman working conditions, treating 
the poor as disposable, or redefining marriage to deny its 
essential meaning (FC, no. 23). 

All the life issues are connected. “The direct and in-
tentional destruction of innocent human life from the 
moment of conception until natural death is always 
wrong and is not just one issue among many. It must al-
ways be opposed” (FC, no. 28). 

However, our fundamental opposition to the inten-
tional taking of innocent human life does not justify dis-
missing or ignoring other serious moral issues. These 
include such things as environmental degradation, rac-
ism, the use of the death penalty, resorting to unjust war, 
the use of torture, war crimes, the failure to respond to 
those who are suffering from hunger or lack of health 
care, pornography, redefining civil marriage, compro-
mising religious liberty, and unjust immigration policy. 
Choices about how best to respond to these issues are 

matters for principled debate and decision (FC, no. 29). 
In the situation where morally flawed laws already 

exist, such as laws which support abortion, a govern-
ment official who fully opposes abortion sometimes may 
need to pursue only partial, incremental improvements 
in the law as gradual steps toward the full restoration of 
justice. “However, Catholics must never abandon the 
moral requirement to seek full protection for all human 
life from the moment of conception until natural death” 
(FC, no. 32). 

All issues do not carry the same moral weight, and 
we do not treat all issues as morally equivalent (FC, nos. 
37, 40). When we as bishops offer guidance and rec-
ommendations in the application of moral principles to  

 
See BISHOP, Page 20 
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From the Bishop’s Desk

Catholic guidance for the  
November elections

Bishop Michael J. Sis 
 

Diocese of  San Angelo

Lord God, as the election approaches, 
we seek to better understand the issues and con-
cerns that confront our city/state/country, 
and how the Gospel compels us to respond as 
faithful citizens in our community. 
We ask for eyes that are free from blindness 
so that we might see each other as brothers and 
sisters, 
one and equal in dignity, 
especially those who are victims of abuse  
and violence, deceit and poverty. 
We ask for ears that will hear the cries of children 
unborn and those abandoned, 
men and women oppressed because of race or 
creed, religion or gender. 
We ask for minds and hearts that are open to 
hearing the voice of leaders who will 
bring us closer to your Kingdom. 
 
We pray for discernment 
so that we may choose leaders who hear your 
Word, 
live your love, 
and keep in the ways of your truth 
as they follow in the steps of Jesus  
and his Apostles 
and guide us to your Kingdom of justice and 
peace. 
 
We ask this in the name of your Son Jesus Christ 
and through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
 
from Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers, 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

Reporting Sexual Abuse
The Catholic Diocese of San 

Angelo is firmly committed to cre-
ating and maintaining the safest pos-
sible environment for our children and 
vulnerable adults. If you or someone 
you know has been sexually abused by 
anyone who serves the Church, and 
you need a place to talk with someone 
about your feelings of betrayal or hurt 
by the Church, we are here to help 
you. To report incidents, call Lori 
Hines, Victim Assistance Coordinator, 

325-374-7609 (cell), or write Diocese 
of San Angelo, Victim Assistance 
Ministry, PO Box 1829, San Angelo, 
TX 76902. If the incident occurred 
outside this diocese, our Victim Assis-
tance Coordinator will assist in bring-
ing your concern to the attention of 
the appropriate diocese.  Please keep 
in mind that one always has the right 
to report abuse to civil authorities, and 
civil law requires that any abuse of a 
minor must be reported.

Reportar Abuso Sexual
La Diócesis Católica de San Ángelo 

está firmemente comprometida a crear y 
mantener el ambiente más seguro posible 
para nuestros niños y adultos vulnerables. 
Si usted o alguien que usted conoce ha 
sido víctima de abuso sexual por cual-
quier persona que sirve a la Iglesia, y 
necesita un lugar para hablar con alguien 
sobre sus sentimientos de traición o he-
rido por la Iglesia, estamos aquí para ayu-
darle. Para reportar incidentes, llame a 
Lori Hines, Coordinadora de Asistencia a 
Víctimas, 325-374-7609 (celular), o es-

criba a la Diócesis de San Ángelo, Minis-
terio de Asistencia a Víctimas, PO Box 
1829, San Ángelo, TX 76902. Un intér-
prete de español está disponible. Si el in-
cidente ocurrió fuera de esta diócesis, 
nuestra Coordinadora de Asistencia a 
Victimas le ayudará a traer su preocupa-
ción a la atención de la diócesis cor-
respondiente. Por favor, tenga en cuenta 
que uno siempre tiene el derecho de re-
portar el abuso a las autoridades civiles, y 
la ley civil requiere que cualquier abuso 
de un menor de edad debe ser reportado.



Guía católica para las  
elecciones de noviembre

En tan solo unas semanas, nosotros, los ciudadanos 
de nuestro país, seleccionaremos a los líderes guberna-
mentales, desde el presidente hasta los funcionarios lo-
cales. Cada uno de nosotros enfrenta el desafío de 
decidir cómo votaremos. Antes de las elecciones del 3 de 
noviembre, debemos informarnos sobre los candidatos y 
sus posiciones — no solo su partido o su personalidad, 
sino también lo que representan y a qué dirección llevar-
ían a este país. 

Ya sea el día de las elecciones o mediante votación 
temprana, debemos planificar nuestros horarios para 
tener tiempo para votar. Tenga en cuenta que la carrera 
presidencial no es el único elemento de la boleta. Hay 
otras carreras y medidas en la boleta que también son 
importantes. Incluso votar solo en algunas es mejor que 
no votar en absoluto. 

Para ayudar a formar su conciencia sobre los temas 
importantes que están en juego en nuestras elecciones, le 
recomiendo leer un breve documento de enseñanza titu-
lado Formando conciencias para una ciudadanía fiel: 
un llamado a la responsabilidad política. La Conferen-
cia de Obispos Católicos de los Estados Unidos lo pub-
lica cada cuatro años y está disponible en inglés y 
español, en forma impresa y en línea, en 
www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship. 
Este es el recurso principal que ofrece la iglesia en este 
país para ayudar a los católicos a tomar decisiones re-
sponsables en las próximas elecciones. 

En este artículo, ofreceré un resumen de los puntos 
principales de ese documento, con la esperanza de que 
usted se tome un tiempo para estudiarlo por sí mismo. 
En mis citas me referiré al documento como FC. 

No es el papel de los obispos, sacerdotes, diáconos, 
religiosos, o representantes laicos de la iglesia respaldar 
u oponerse a candidatos o partidos específicos (FC, 
núms. 7, 15, 58). Cada uno de nosotros tiene el derecho 
y la responsabilidad de observar cuidadosamente la pla-
taforma de cada candidato y comparar esas posiciones 
con la enseñanza de Cristo y la iglesia. 

Nuestra fe nos enseña principios morales básicos, y 
luego cada persona aplica esos principios morales a cir-
cunstancias concretas para lograr una sociedad más 
justa. “La obligación de enseñar acerca de las verdades 
morales que deberían dar forma a nuestra vida, incluida 
nuestra vida pública, es un elemento central de la misión 
que Jesucristo encomendó a la Iglesia” (FC, núm. 11). 
“Ofrecemos un marco moral coherente — surgido de la 
razón humana básica iluminada por la Sagrada Escritura 
y la doctrina de la Iglesia — para analizar las cuestiones, 
las plataformas políticas y las campañas.” (FC, núm. 12). 

“Deberíamos ser guiados más por nuestras convic-
ciones morales que por nuestro apego a un partido polít-
ico o grupo con intereses especiales. Cuando sea 
necesario, nuestra participación debería ayudar a trans-
formar el partido al que pertenecemos. No deberíamos 
dejar que el partido nos transforme de tal manera que ig-
noremos o rechacemos las verdades morales fundamen-
tales, o aprobemos actos intrínsecamente malos.” (FC, 
núm. 14). 

Cuando los católicos toman decisiones en la cabina 
de votación, deben usar su juicio prudencial y seguir su 
conciencia bien formada al aplicar las enseñanzas de 
Cristo al tema en cuestión. “Los católicos tienen una 
obligación seria y para toda la vida de formar su con-
ciencia en acuerdo con la razón humana y la doctrina de 
la iglesia.  ... La conciencia es la voz de Dios que re-
suena en el corazón humano, revelándonos la verdad y 
llamándonos a hacer el bien a la vez que a rechazar el 
mal” (FC, núm. 17). 

Para ayudar a formar adecuadamente la conciencia, 
las enseñanzas de la Iglesia Católica identifican “algunas 
cosas que nunca debemos hacer, ni como individuos ni 
como sociedad, porque estas son siempre incompatibles 
con el amor a Dios y al prójimo. …Estas acciones se lla-
man ‘actos intrínsecamente malos’. Estos siempre se 

deben rechazar y ser objeto de oposición y nunca se 
deben apoyar o aprobar. Un ejemplo claro es quitar in-
tencionadamente la vida de un ser humano inocente, 
como es el caso del aborto provocado y la eutanasia. … 
Es un error con graves consecuencias morales el tratar la 
destrucción de una vida inocente simplemente como una 
cuestión de decisión individual” (FC, núm. 22). 

Otros actos intrínsecamente malos incluyen la clona-
ción humana, la investigación científica destructiva de 
embriones humanos y otros actos que violan directa-
mente la santidad y dignidad de la vida humana ino-
cente. Otras acciones que nunca pueden justificarse 
incluyen el genocidio, la tortura, atentar contra los no 
combatientes en actos terroristas o de guerra, actos de 
racismo, tratar a los trabajadores como meros medios 
para un fin, someter deliberadamente a los trabajadores a 
condiciones de vida infrahumanas, tratar a los pobres 
como objetos desechables, o redefinir el matrimonio 
para negar su significado esencial (FC, núm. 23). 

Todos los problemas de la vida están conectados. 
“La destrucción directa e intencionada de la vida de per-
sonas inocentes, desde el momento de la concepción 
hasta la muerte natural, es siempre mala y no es simple-
mente una cuestión entre muchas otras. Siempre debe ser 
rechazada” (FC, núm. 28). 

Sin embargo, nuestra oposición fundamental a la 
toma intencional de vidas humanas inocentes no justifica 
rechazar o ignorar otras cuestiones morales graves. Estos 
incluyen cosas como la degradación del medio ambiente, 
el racismo, el uso de la pena de muerte, el recurrir a una 
guerra injusta, el uso de la tortura, los crímenes de 
guerra, la falta de acción para responder a los que sufren 
a causa del hambre o falta de cuidado sanitario, la porno-
grafía, la redefinición del matrimonio civil, la puesta en 
peligro de la libertad religiosa, o una política inmi-
gratoria injusta. Las opciones sobre la mejor manera de 
responder a estos problemas son materia para debates y 
decisiones fundadas en principios (FC, núm. 29). 

En una situación en la que ya existen leyes moral-
mente defectuosas, como las leyes que apoyan el aborto, 
un funcionario del gobierno que se opone completa-
mente al aborto a veces puede necesitar buscar solo me-
joras parciales y paulatinas de la ley como pasos 
graduales que llevan a una restauración plena de la justi-
cia. “Sin embargo, los católicos nunca deben abandonar 
el requerimiento moral de buscar la protección plena de 
toda vida humana, desde el momento de la concepción 
hasta la muerte natural” (FC, núm. 32). 

No todas las cuestiones tienen el mismo peso moral, 
y no tratamos todas las cuestiones como moralmente 
equivalentes (FC, núms. 37, 40). Cuando nosotros, como 
obispos, ofrecemos orientación y recomendaciones en la 
aplicación de principios morales a opciones políticas 
específicas (tales como el conflicto armado, la vivienda, 
el cuidado médico, o la inmigración), estas recomenda-
ciones no tienen la misma autoridad moral que las de-
claraciones doctrinales morales universales. Sin 
embargo, consideramos que esta orientación es esencial 
para arrojar la luz del Evangelio y la enseñanza católica 
sobre los juicios morales prudenciales (FC, núm. 33). 

Las secciones 34 y 35 del documento merecen una 
atención especial y deben leerse con mucha atención: 
“Un católico no puede votar a favor de un candidato que 
toma una posición a favor de algo intrínsecamente malo, 

como el aborto provocado, la eutanasia, el suicidio asis-
tido, el sometimiento deliberado de los trabajadores o los 
pobres a condiciones de vida infrahumanas, la redefini-
ción del matrimonio en formas que violan su significado 
esencial, o comportamientos racistas, si la intención del 
votante es apoyar tal posición. En tales casos un católico 
sería culpable de cooperar formalmente con un mal 
grave. Pero al mismo tiempo, un votante no debería usar 
la oposición a un mal intrínseco de un candidato para 
justificar una indiferencia o despreocupación hacia otras 
cuestiones morales importantes que atañen a la vida y 
dignidad humanas” (FC, núm. 34). 

“Puede haber ocasiones en que un católico que re-
chaza una posición inaceptable de un candidato incluso 
sobre políticas que promueven un acto intrínsecamente 
malo decida razonablemente votar a favor de ese candi-
dato por otras razones moralmente graves. Votar de esta 
manera sería solamente aceptable si verdaderamente ex-
isten razones morales graves, y no para promover inter-
eses mezquinos o las preferencias de un partido político 
o para ignorar un mal moral fundamental” (FC, núm. 
35). 

Al votar, debemos considerar la integridad, filosofía,  
 

Mira OBISPO, Página 20 
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Obispo Michael J. Sis 
 

Diócesis de San Ángelo

Oración para antes de 
unas elecciones

Espacio de Oración

Señor Dios, 
a medida que se acercan las elecciones, 
buscamos entender mejor los temas y preocupa-
ciones que afronta nuestra  
ciudad/nuestro estado/nuestro país, 
y cómo el Evangelio nos apremia a responder a 
estos retos como ciudadanos fieles  
de nuestra comunidad. 
 
Te pedimos que nuestros ojos  
no sufran de ceguera 
para que así podamos ver a los demás como  
hermanos y hermanas nuestros, 
quienes gozan de una dignidad que nos une y nos 
hace iguales. 
De manera especial te pedimos que reconozcamos 
como hermanos y hermanas 
a quienes son víctimas de abusos y de la violencia, 
de los engaños y de la pobreza. 
 
Te pedimos que nuestros oídos escuchen el llanto 
de los niños aún no nacidos y de  
quienes han sido abandonados, 
que escuchemos el llanto de los hombres  
y mujeres que son oprimidos a causa de su  
raza o credo, religión o género. 
 
Te pedimos para que nuestra mente y nuestro  
corazón estén abiertos a escuchar 
la voz de los líderes que nos acercan cada vez 
más a tu Reino. 
 
Te pedimos por el don del discernimiento 
para que elijamos líderes que escuchan tu Palabra, 
viven en tu amor 
y caminan por la senda de tu verdad, 
a medida que siguen el camino de Jesús y sus 
Apóstoles 
y nos guían hacia tu Reino de paz y justicia. 
 
Te lo pedimos por tu Hijo Jesucristo, a través del 
poder del Espíritu Santo, 
Amén.  
 
 
de la Conferencia de Obispos Católicos de los 
EE.UU.



Page 4 OCTOBER 2020 The Angelus

CALENDARS

 

October 2020 
 

1 CHRISTOVAL, Carmelite Hermitage, Solemn Profes-

sion of Vows of Br. Augustine Mary Stegenga at 10:30 

a.m. 

2 MIDLAND, Ranchland Hills, golf tournament for Holy 

Cross Catholic High School 

3 SAN ANGELO, Sacred Heart Cathedral Gym, Annual 

Deacon Convocation 

3 SAN ANGELO, Sacred Heart Cathedral, Mass at 5:00 

p.m. 

4 OZONA, Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 35th Anniversary 

Mass for Fr. Hilary Ihedioha at 11:00 a.m. 

4 SAN ANGELO, St. Joseph, Respect Life Mass at 5:00 

p.m. 

7 BROWNWOOD, St. Mary, Mass of Installation of Pas-

tor, Fr. Bhaskar Mendem, at 6:00 p.m. 

8 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Vocation 

Team meeting at 10:00 a.m. 

8 SAN ANGELO, Sacred Heart Cathedral, Mass at 12:00 

noon 

11 SAN ANGELO, Sacred Heart Cathedral, Marriage Ju-

bilee Mass at 2:30 p.m. 

15 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Diocesan 

Charitable Foundation board meeting at 10:00 a.m. 

15–17 CONCEPTION, MO, Conception Seminary College 

Board of Regents meeting 

18–19 AUSTIN, Texas Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Gen-

eral Assembly 

20 SAN ANGELO, Pastoral Center, Priest Pension Plan 

administrative committee meeting at 10:30 a.m. 

21 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Deans’ 

meeting at 1:30 p.m. 

22 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Liturgical 

Commission meeting at 1:00 p.m. 

27 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Presbyteral 

Council meeting at 11:00 a.m. 

27 MIDLAND, Horseshoe Arena, Life Center fundraising 

dinner  

29 ODESSA, UTPB, Mass at noon 

29 MIDLAND, Midland Country Club, Guadalupe Radio 

Network 20th Anniversary Event at 7:00 p.m. 
30 MIDLAND, Midland College, Mass at noon 

31 SAN ANGELO, Sacred Heart Cathedral, Mass to honor 

the Beatification of Fr. Michael McGivney at 10:00 a.m. 

 

 

November 2020 

 

1 MIDLAND, Our Lady of Guadalupe, Masses at 8:00 

a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

1 SAN ANGELO, Sacred Heart Cathedral, Mass at 6:00 

p.m. 

2 SAN ANGELO, Calvary Cemetery, bless graves at 

3:30 p.m., Mass at 5:00 p.m. 

4 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Diocesan 

Charitable Foundation board meeting at 10:00 a.m. 

5 ODESSA, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Adoration Chapel 

anniversary celebration Mass at 6:30 p.m. 

8 JUNCTION, St. Theresa, Confirmation Mass at 11:00 

a.m. 

22 SAN ANGELO, Sacred Heart Cathedral, Masses at 

10:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon 

26 SAN ANGELO, Sacred Heart Cathedral, Thanksgiving 

Day Mass at 10:00 a.m. 

October 
 

4 Deacon Thomas Lambdin (1982) 

5 Rev. William Meagher, OMI (1970) 

7 Rev. Francis Schoutteten, OMI (2002) 

8 Deacon Simon Franco (2008) 

12 Deacon Peter Ballaro (2013) 

15 Rev. James Norman, OMI (1987) 

21 Deacon Richard Blake (1989)

November 
 

10 Rev. James Coleman (2002) 

12 Rev. Robert Vreteau, OMI (2013)  

14 Deacon Leroy Beach (2016) 

19 Rev. Frank Zimmerman, CM (1999) 

23 Rev. Colm Mulligan, MSC (2003)  

27 Rev. Michael Dwyer, MSC (1997)

Bishop’s Calendar
Please contact the bishop’s assistant, Lupe Castillo,  

for information about the bishop’s calendar. 

 

325-651-7500 

lcastillo@sanangelodiocese.org

Necrology of Priests and Deacons 
Please pray for our departed clergy

U.S. Bishops announce 2020 Election Novena
West Texas Angelus 
 
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has 
announced the dates and intentions for a nine-day Elec-
tion Novena leading up to this year’s general election on 
Nov. 3. 
The Election Novena was originally developed for the 
2016 election and returns this year after proving popular 
among laity and clergy throughout the country. 
The USCCB described the novena in a memo announc-
ing the dates: “For nine consecutive days, Monday, Oc-
tober 26 through Tuesday, November 3, participants will 
be encouraged to pray one Our Father, Hail Mary, and 
Glory Be for the day’s intention. A closing prayer for 
elected leaders will be offered on day 10, Wednesday, 
November 4.” 
The novena was announced jointly by the chairs of the 
USCCB committees on Cultural Diversity in the Church; 
Migration; International Justice and Peace; Pro-Life Ac-
tivities; Domestic Justice and Human Development; 
Evangelization and Catechesis; Laity, Marriage, Family 
Life and Youth; Catholic Education; Religious Liberty; 
and the Ad Hoc Committee Against Racism and Sub-
committee for the Promotion and Defense of Marriage. 
The prayer intentions for each day are as follows: 
Day One, Monday, Oct. 26: “As we prepare for the na-

tional and local elections, in the midst of a global pan-
demic, may our political engagement be guided by our 
Catholic Faith.” 
Day Two, Tuesday, Oct. 27: “In this month of the Holy 
Rosary, may Our Blessed Mother guide us in confronting 
racial inequalities and restoring peace in our com-
munities.” 
Day Three, Wednesday, Oct. 28: “May all Americans re-
call the necessity of dialogue, civility, and humility in 
this election season.” 
Day Four, Thursday, Oct. 29: “May all people understand 
the moral and ethical dimensions of political decisions 
and decide accordingly.” 
Day Five, Friday, Oct. 30: “May voters and elected 
leaders uphold the dignity of every human life in their 
political engagement.” 
Day Six, Saturday, Oct. 31: “May Catholics recall all as-
pects of Catholic Social Teaching as they consider their 
votes.” 
Day Seven, Sunday, Nov. 1: “May there be a transfor-
mation of politics to focus on the dignity of the human 
person and the common good.” 
Day Eight, Monday, Nov. 2: “May we keep in mind the 
gift of religious freedom and our duty to defend and ex-
ercise it as faithful citizens.” 
Day Nine, Tuesday, Nov. 3: “Today, as we approach the 

polls, may we understand and embrace the principles of 
our Faith that should guide our political engagement.” 
Closing, Wednesday, Nov. 4: “May the leaders elected 
this week be guided by the Holy Spirit as they fulfill 
their positions.” 

COURTESY USCCB
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Brother Augustine Mary makes solemn profession of vows
By Brian Bodiford 
 

The Carmelite hermits gained a new member when 
Brother Augustine Mary of the Mother of God made his sol-
emn profession of vows Oct. 1 at Mt. Carmel Hermitage in 
Christoval. The Mass was not open to the public due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, but Brother Augustine Mary was 
joined by his brothers from the hermitage, his family, and 
several priests of the diocese during the Mass presided by 
Bishop Michael Sis. 

Brother Augustine Mary is the son of Deacon Ron and 
Wendy Stegenga of Sacred Heart Parish in Abilene. The Ste-
gengas came to Abilene from Minnesota around 10 years 
ago, and after visiting all four Catholic churches in town, de-
cided on a new parish to call home. “When I got to Sacred 
Heart, I knew that was the church we were supposed to be 
at,” recalled Wendy. Within two years, the couple’s adult 
children had all moved to Abilene as well. 

“He’s always been God’s child,” Wendy said. “We are 
honored and blessed to take care of [God’s] children.” 

In reference to his son’s solemn profession of vows, Dea-
con Ron Stegenga was at a loss for words. “I don’t know if 
there are any words that can describe how blessed we are,” 
he said, adding that the entire diocese is blessed to have the 
community of Carmelite hermits, which he called “a pillar in 
our diocese.” 

Though the Stegengas had no clear indication that one of 
their sons would one day give his life in service of God as a 
religious brother, they did ensure that their children were in 
the care of the Lord. “We always prayed and consecrated our 
kids to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary,” Wendy said. “That’s probably had a greater effect 
on our family than anything else we’ve done,” added Deacon 
Ron. 

Like his father, Brother Augustine Mary found it difficult 
to describe the emotions of the day. “It’s a hard feeling to ex-
press,” he said. “If I had to express it, it would be a great, 
profound sense of peace that I am doing God’s will” in giv-
ing himself to “a beautiful vocation.” 

Brother Augustine Mary first began to realize he was 
being called down this path about six and a half years ago. “I 
kind of felt a calling from God about becoming a monk, and I 
didn’t really know how that was going to be fulfilled,” he 
said. The next step toward that fulfillment came during a visit 
by Carmelite Father Fabian Rosette and Brother Martin Mary 
Hubbs to Sacred Heart Church. Since Msgr. Bob Bush, the 
pastor at the time, was sick, Brother Martin took over preach-
ing duties during the visit. It was then that Brother Augustine 
Mary truly began his process of discernment. 

During Brother Augustine’s initial visit to Mt. Carmel 
Hermitage, he found that “it touched my heart very deeply.” 
He decided being a Carmelite monk was truly what he was 
being called to do with his life. 

Father Fabian Maria of Jesus Crucified, prior of Mt. Car-
mel Hermitage, has the responsibility of selecting religious 
names for the new brothers brought in under his supervision. 
“God inspires me,” he said. For the newest member, Father 
Rosette “kept looking and praying” before coming to the 
conclusion that “there is only one saint for him: St. Augus-
tine.” 

His fellow Carmelite brothers are happy for their newest 
member. “We are very blessed to have him,” said Brother 
John David. “It is somebody that God sent to us and it’s a 
gift. Like a baby brother,” he added with a smile, “A new-
born brother.” 

Brother John David continued, speaking for the com-
munity. “We admire his courage, commitment, and also how 
cheerful he is,” he said. “He shares that with our com-
munity.” 

Brother Martin Mary, whose preaching helped to bring 
about Brother Augustine’s discernment, referred to him as 
“the life of the party.” Brother Martin knew that the Mass 
was the culmination of a lifetime of preparation. “The effort 
he’s put in in the years leading up to today … this is a mani-
festation of that,” he said. 

Brother Augustine Mary of the Mother of God joins the 
five other Carmelite Hermits of the Blessed Virgin Mary of 
Mount Carmel in monastic life in the idyllic Mt. Carmel Her-
mitage in Christoval. 

Top: Deacon Ron Stegenga, Bishop Michael Sis, 
Father Fabian Maria of Jesus Crucified, and 
Brother Augustine Mary of the Mother of God 
during the Mass of the solemn profession of 
vows of Brother Augustine, Oct. 1, 2020. 
 
 
Left: Brother Augustine Mary lay prostrate be-
fore the altar during the Litany of the Saints. 
 
 
Bottom: Brother Augustine Mary (standing, with 
arms extended) made his solemn vows of pov-
erty, chastity, and obedience to Father Fabian 
during the Mass.
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By Carol Zimmermann  
Catholic News Service 
 

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Just hours before the sixth 
federal execution took place this year, and two days before 
the next one was scheduled, two U.S. bishops' committee 
chairmen called on the government to end this practice. 

"We say to President Trump and Attorney General 
Barr: Enough. Stop these executions," said Archbishop 
Paul S. Coakley of Oklahoma City, chairman of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops' Committee on Domestic 
Justice and Human Development, and Archbishop Joseph 
F. Naumann of Kansas City, Kansas, chairman of the 
USCCB's Committee on Pro-Life Activities, in a state-
ment issued late Sept. 22. 

"In the last 60 years, before the Trump administration 
restarted federal executions, there were only four federal 
executions. Since July, there have been five, which is al-
ready more federal executions than were carried out in any 
year in the last century," the bishops said. 

They said the Catholic Church "must give concrete 
help to victims of violence" and "encourage the rehabilita-
tion and restoration of those who commit violence." They 
noted that "accountability and legitimate punishment are a 
part of this process" and emphasized that "responsibility 
for harm is necessary if healing is to occur and can be in-
strumental in protecting society." 

"Executions are completely unnecessary and unac-
ceptable, as Popes St. John Paul II, Benedict XVI and 
Francis have all articulated," they added. 

The bishops' statement was issued the day before Barr, 
a Catholic, was scheduled to receive the Christifideles 
Laici Award, named for St. John Paul II's postsynodal ex-
hortation, at the National Catholic Prayer Breakfast. The 
award is given by the independent Catholic organization in 
"honor and gratitude for fidelity to the church, exemplary 
selfless and steadfast service in the Lord's vineyard." 

The Association of U.S. Catholic Priests, Catholic 
Mobilizing Network and the Santa Fe Archdiocese's Of-
fice of Social Justice and Respect Life spoke out against 
Barr receiving this honor, emphasizing that in his role as 
attorney general, he directed the federal government in 
July 2019 to resume the execution of prisoners on federal 
death row. 

The Catholic Mobilizing Network, which works to 
end use of the death penalty and promotes criminal justice 
reform and restorative justice, relaunched its petition 
against federal executions in early September, emphasiz-
ing that Barr was being honored "despite promoting ac-
tions contrary to Catholic teaching." 

And a Sept. 23 statement by the group's executive di-
rector, Krisanne Vaillancourt Murphy, further denounced 
Barr's award, especially for its presentation in between 
two federal executions, saying it "could mislead the public 
to believe the Catholic Church somehow condones the 
death penalty. This is categorically false." 

She also said that under Barr's leader-
ship, the Department of Justice has "carried 
out more executions in 2020 than in any 
other comparable time in the past 70 years. 
Nothing about this is pro-life." 

The Catholic Mobilizing Network led a 
virtual prayer vigil Sept. 22, hours before the 
federal execution of 50-year-old William 
Emmett LeCroy, who was charged with the 
2001 murder of a Georgia nurse. 

They were to lead another virtual prayer 
vigil Sept. 24 before the scheduled execution 
of Christopher Vialva, a 40-year-old from 
Texas who was convicted of kidnapping and 
killing an Iowa couple in 1999. Vialva will 
be the first Black man to be executed since 
the federal executions resumed this year 
after a 17-year hiatus. 

In prison, Vialva became a Messianic 
Jew and in recent years he has regularly 
ministered to fellow inmates, according to a 
report on WFIU public radio in Indiana. 

LeCroy received a lethal injection Sept. 
22 at the federal prison in Terre Haute, Indi-
ana. Nearby was his spiritual adviser, Sister 
Barbara Battista, a Sister of Providence of 
St. Mary of the Woods. 

Sister Battista told local radio station WTWO in Indi-
anapolis that during the execution, members of her order 
were planning to join death penalty protesters nearby. "We 
are attempting to send a clear message that says: 'No we 
need to stop this. No more death penalty, no more extraju-
dicial killing, stop police killing, stop mass incarceration,'" 
she said. 

At the Sept. 22 virtual prayer service, a statement 
written by Atlanta Archbishop Gregory J. Hartmayer was 
read aloud to the 215 online participants. It said: "The 
death penalty goes against the church's pro-life teaching 
rooted in the inherent dignity of every human person. It 
jeopardizes innocent lives since the justice system has 
wrongfully convicted innocent people." 

He also said "a convict who is killed never has an op-
portunity to repent or seek reconciliation with those he or 
she may have hurt. We must always leave open the door 
for redemption and rehabilitation." 

The archbishop prayed for LeCroy's victim, Joann Lee 
Tiesler, and for her family. He also prayed for LeCroy "be-
cause he is a child of God" whose life has worth and dig-
nity. 

He also prayed for government employees involved in 
carrying out the death penalty and that "our judicial and 
political system may find a way to end the death penalty, 
so as to achieve a measure of justice that does not involve 
the violence of execution of a fellow human being." 

- - - 
Follow Zimmermann on Twitter: @carolmaczim
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USCCB Pro-Life Chair issues statement on Respect Life Month
October is Respect Life Month in the Catholic 

Church of the United States. To commemorate this oc-
casion, Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann, Chairman of 
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops Com-
mittee on Pro-Life Activities, released a statement cal-
ling on Catholics to use this month as “a time to focus 
on God’s precious gift of human life and our respon-
sibility to care for, protect, and defend the lives of our 
brothers and sisters.” 

The full statement is reproduced below: 
 

Live the Gospel of Life 
Respect Life Month Statement, October 2020 

 
Most Reverend Joseph F. Naumann 

Chairman, USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities 
 

As Catholics in the United States, we will soon 
mark our annual observance of October as Respect Life 

Month. It is a time to focus on God’s precious gift of 
human life and our responsibility to care for, protect, 
and defend the lives of our brothers and sisters. 

This year’s theme, “Live the Gospel of Life,” was 
inspired by the commemoration of the 25th anniversary 
of Pope John Paul II’s encyclical The Gospel of Life. 
Pope John Paul’s masterfully articulated defense of the 
right to life for children in their mothers’ wombs, the 
elderly, persons with disabilities, and the marginalized 
is more relevant today than ever before. 

This past November, the U.S. bishops reaffirmed 
that “the threat of abortion remains our preeminent pri-
ority because it directly attacks life itself, because it 
takes place within the sanctuary of the family, and be-
cause of the number of lives destroyed.” While we 
noted not to “dismiss or ignore other serious threats to 
human life and dignity such as racism, the environmen-
tal crisis, poverty, and the death penalty,” we renewed 
our commitment to protect the most fundamental of all 

human rights – the right to live. 
This past January, I shared with Pope Francis that 

the Bishops of the United States had been criticized by 
some for identifying the protection of the unborn as a 
preeminent priority. The Holy Father expressed his sup-
port for our efforts observing that if we fail to protect 
life, no other rights matter. Pope Francis also said that 
abortion is not primarily a Catholic or even a religious 
issue, it is first and foremost a human rights issue. 

The Gospel of Life provides a blueprint for building 
a culture of life and civilization of love. The important 
work of transforming our culture begins by allowing 
the Gospel of Christ to touch and transform our own 
hearts and the decisions we make. May we strive to im-
itate Christ and follow in his footsteps, caring for the 
most vulnerable among us. Through the intercession of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, may Our Lord grant us the 
grace to live courageously and faithfully his Gospel of 
life.

U.S. bishops say 'enough' on federal executions

Archbishop Paul S. Coakley of Oklahoma City, chairman of the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops' Committee on Domestic Justice and Human Development, 
and Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann of Kansas City, chairman of the U.S. 
bishops' Committee on Pro-Life Activities, Kan., are seen in this composite photo.

CNS COMPOSITE | PHOTOS BY BOB ROLLER

The moral abyss 
of infanticide

By Bishop Emeritus Michael D. Pfeifer, OMI 
 

There is a powerful political block in Wash-
ington that has no qualms about advocating for 
the atrocity of abortion, the killing of a baby, up 
to the minute of birth. These same negative 
forces are pushing for legal approval of infanti-
cide, the barbaric killing of a precious child of 
God, a true tiny person, that has survived a cruel 
abortion. 

This is appalling. As dedicated citizens and 
true believers of God, we cannot allow our 
beautiful country to sink into this terrible moral 
abyss of infanticide. We believe in the constitu-
tional principle of life, liberty and pursuit of 
happiness even for tiny babies that survive abor-
tion. These tiny images of God have the right to 
life and deserve lifesaving healthcare, not mur-
der. 

Treating such a vulnerable, suffering baby 
with the same love as any other newborn should 
not be controversial in a civilized society. 
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Around the diocese

COURTESY

Pre-harvest Mass and breakfast 
 
The community of St. Lawrence held a pre-harvest breakfast and Mass cele-
brated by Father Chinna Pagidela on Sept. 24. The Mass was held beside a 
pond on the farm of Carol and Doug Jost at sunrise. The farming community of 
St. Lawrence considered this occasion a blessing since they were unable to 
have their traditional pre-planting prayer breakfast this year.

COURTESY

Suiting up for a sacrament 
 
Father Joe Barbieri, parochial vicar of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church in Odessa, recently pre-
pared to administer the anointing of the sick to a COVID-19 patient in an Odessa hospital wea-
ring the personal protective equipment required by the hospital.

COURTESY

Confirmation in Crane 
 
Parishioners of Good Shepherd Church in Crane 
and Our Lady of Lourdes Church in Imperial cele-
brated confirmation on Sept. 27. There were 12 
confirmation candidates from Good Shepherd and 
one from Our Lady of Lourdes.
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St. Margaret d’Youville, 
‘mother of universal 

charity’
Life was starting 

to get better for Mar-
guerite Dufrost de 
Lajemmerais. Since 
her father died when 
she was seven years 
old, leaving her 
mother and six chil-
dren in great poverty, 
Marguerite had been 
helping the family by 
sewing, embroidery, 
and teaching. 

Now at age 20, Marguerite was being married to Francois 
d’Youville, a gay, witty, charming, and well-connected bachelor in 
Montreal’s society. Their marriage in August 1722 was a consid-
erable social occasion. 

Soon after their marriage, Francois began to leave Marguerite 
for longer and longer periods of time, ostensibly to help his 
brother with the farm. Kathleen Jones writes in Women Saints that 
Marguerite began to hear gossip that her husband’s real business 
was fur trading with the Indians, exchanging furs for brandy or 
whiskey. Liquor trading with the Indians was illegal. 

Margaret was appalled, yet she loved him despite his faults. 
During the eight years of their marriage, she bore six children, but 
only two sons survived, both of whom later became priests. In 
1727 Marguerite joined the Confraternity of the Holy Family and 
developed a special devotion to the Virgin Mary. This gave her 
some consolation. 

When her husband died in 1730, Marguerite opened a small 
store to pay off his debts and to support herself and her family. 
She turned her attention to charity and began to take destitute 
women into her home and nurse them. Montreal had only one 
hospital and it was for men. She was joined by three companions 
and together they devoted themselves to a life of service to the 
needy.  

But not everyone thought that what Marguerite and her com-
panions was doing was a work of charity. Father M.A. Habig, 
OFM , writes in Saints of the Americas that some people thought 
her activities were a front to hide the illegal sale of liquor to the 
Indians, like her husband had done.  

Some of the towns people even heaped insults on Marguerite 
and her companions and started calling them “the Tipsy Sisters” 
(“les Soeurs Grises” in French). The French word “gris” also 
means “grey.” Marguerite later adopted a grey habit for her new 
religious congregation. 

Sarah Gallick writes in The Big Book of Women Saints that the 
Grey Nuns, as they were beginning to be known, gradually won 
the respect of the community. During the French and Indian War, 
they nursed the wounded from both sides. On December 31, 1737, 
Marguerite’s group officially became the Sisters of Charity of 
Montreal.  

In 1747 Marguerite was given charge of the General Hospital 
in Montreal. Matthew Bunson writes in John Paul II’s Book of 
Saints that the hospital cared for disabled soldiers, the aged, in-
sane, and lepers. It also became a haven for orphans and aban-
doned children. Known as the Hotel Dieu (House of God), it 
provided care for both men and women. 

The Sisters supported themselves by making clothing for mili-
tary troops. In 1753, Marguerite and her companions received per-
mission to incorporate their activities and in 1755 they officially 
received a gray habit. 

The hospital was destroyed by fire in 1766; it was later re-
built.  Marguerite died in Montreal on December 23, 1771. 

Pope John XXIII called her the “Mother of Universal Char-
ity.” She was canonized in 1990 by Pope John Paul II, the first 
native-born Canadian to be named a saint. Her feast day is Oc-
tober 17. 

- - - 
Mary Lou Gibson writes about the saints for the West Texas 

Angelus from her home in Austin.

A referendum for life
"We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 

are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness" (Preamble to 
the Declaration of Independence). 

"Unalienable Rights" are given by God in his Natu-
ral Law, unable to be taken away from the person or 
given away by the person. 

The constitution and the Bill of Rights recognize 
these God-given rights. However, without life there are 
no other rights or freedoms — no liberty or pursuit of 
happiness. Life is the preeminent and unalienable right 
from which all others derive their legitimacy. 

In his apostolic exhortation Christifideles Laici, The 
Lay Members of Christ's Faithful  People, Pope St. John 
Paul II wrote these words about respecting the inviolable 
right to life (38): "In effect the acknowledgment of the 
personal dignity of every human being demands the re-
spect, the defence and the promotion of the rights of the 
human person. It is a question of inherent, universal and 
inviolable rights. No one, no individual, no group, no au-
thority, no State, can change — let alone eliminate — 
them because such rights find their source in God him-
self. 

"The inviolability of the person which is a reflection 
of the absolute inviolability of God, finds its primary and 
fundamental expression in the inviolability of human life. 
Above all, the common outcry, which is justly made on 
behalf of human rights — for example, the right to 
health, to home, to work, to family, to culture — is false 
and illusory if the right to life, the most basic and funda-
mental right and the condition for all other personal 
rights, is not defended with maximum determination" 
(12-30-1988). 

The USCCB document "Forming Consciences for 
Faithful Citizenship" speaks of "moral equivalence that 
makes no ethical distinctions between different kinds of 
issues involving human life and dignity. The direct and 
intentional destruction of innocent human life from the 
moment of conception until natural death is always 
wrong and is not just one issue among many. It must al-
ways be opposed." 

Regarding the dignity of the human person, the doc-
ument states, "Human life is sacred. The dignity of the 
human person is the foundation of a moral vision for so-
ciety. Direct attacks on innocent persons are never mo-
rally acceptable, at any stage or in any condition. In our 
society, human life is especially under direct attack from 
abortion, which some political actors mischaracterize as 
an issue of 'women's health.' Other direct threats to the 
sanctity of human life include euthanasia and assisted 
suicide (sometimes falsely labeled as 'death with digni-

ty'), human cloning, in vitro fertilization, and the destruc-
tion of human embryos for research" (44). 

"It is a poverty to decide that a child must die so that 
you may live as you wish. The greatest destroyer of love 
and peace is abortion, which is war against the child," 
taught St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta. "We must not be 
surprised when we hear of murders, of killings, of wars, 
of hatred. If a mother can kill her own child, what is left 
but for us to kill each other? … We must remember that 
life begins at home and we must also remember that the 
future of humanity passes through the family." 

Saying "yes" to life as we choose pro-life political 
candidates is saying "yes" to the Creator, Sustainer, and 
Redeemer of all life — God, our Father. Saying "yes" to 
life is saying "yes" to marriage and family as God in-
tended in his creation: one man and one woman com-
mitted to each other in a life-long union that is open to 
procreation for the formation of a family. Saying "yes" to 
life is saying "yes" to the dignity of every person, born 
and unborn, without regard to handicapping conditions, 
race, nationality, or gender. "So God created man in his 
own image, in the image of God he created him; male 
and female he created them. And God blessed them, and 
God said to them, 'Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
earth and subdue it' " (Gn 1:27-28 RSVCE). 

How ironic that the pro-choice position is actually 
the choice of death for the unborn or newly-born child. If 
the choice of a pro-choice proponent were life, the per-
son would be pro-life! We should not be deceived by 
those who promote pro-choice. Catholics are a people of 
life, not promoters of a culture of death. Jesus tells us, 
"The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I 
came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. I 
am the good shepherd" (Jn 10:10-11).  

In electing public officials at every level of govern-
ment, we have the choice, the opportunity, and the obli-
gation to protect our rights, our freedoms, our families, 
the church, and our country. As Catholic citizens, it is our 
duty to form our consciences, to be informed about the 
candidates' voting records regarding the sanctity of life, 
and to vote for a culture of life. 

Mary Lou Gibson 
 

Speaking of  Saints

Father Knick and Sandie 
Knickerbocker

The priests of the Diocese of San Angelo held their annual priests’ retreat at the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart in San 
Angelo Sept. 7–11. The cathedral’s pews allowed for social distancing among the priests as they listened to the spir-
itual reflections of this year’s presenter, Father Scott Traynor of the Diocese of Sioux Falls, South Dakota. The focus 
of the retreat was “Interiority and Mission: Prayer and the New Evangelization.”

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS
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Anti-racism and ministry
I am beginning with a disclaimer. I understand that 

my view on this topic comes from a place of privilege. 
While life has not always treated me well, my skin color 
has never been the reason for my struggles. That being 
said, racism is an issue our people are dealing with 
today, thus making it a topic that must be addressed.  

After the death of George Floyd, Pope Francis sent a 
strong message to U.S. Catholics condemning the sin of 
racism and asking us to pay attention to the racism that 
is happening in our own communities and churches. In 
that message, Pope Francis reminded us that “We cannot 
close our eyes to any form of racism or exclusion, while 
pretending to defend the sacredness of every human 
life.” Our faith upholds that all humans are created in the 
image and likeness of God. Part of our responsibility as 
baptized Christians is to uphold the value that everyone 
deserves dignity.  

It is not simple enough to not be racist. We must 
have an attitude of anti-racism, meaning we are actively 
working to eradicate racism not only in our own actions, 
but in society and institutions. Anti-racism begins by 
recognizing our own, and our church’s, sins of racism 
and prejudice.  

In 2018, the U.S. Catholic Bishops wrote a pastoral 
letter against racism entitled Open Wide Our Hearts: 
The Enduring Call to Love. This was not their first pas-
toral letter addressing this topic; the first was written in 
the 1970s. When wanting to understand the church’s 
stance on racism, Open Wide Our Hearts is a good start-
ing point, so that is where we will begin. 

“You have been told, O mortal, what is good, and 
what the Lord requires of you: Only to do justice and to 
love goodness, and to walk humbly with your God” (Mi 

6:8). This verse is a simplification of our mission as bap-
tized faithful. Yet, we are reminded that “To do justice 
requires an honest acknowledgment of our failures” 
(OWOH, p. 8). If we are truly putting into practice the 
social justice teachings of the church, we must begin 
with looking at the ways that our practices, and the prac-
tices of the institutions we are part of, are unjust. At 
times, that is as simple as choosing to speak up instead 
of remaining silent when we see racial injustice occur-
ring. “Too often, racism comes in the form of the sin of 
omission, when individuals, communities, and even 
churches remain silent and fail to act against racial injus-
tice when it is encountered” (OWOH, p. 4).  When we 
choose to stay silent about racial injustice, or even claim 
that church is not the place to discuss the issue, we are 
guilty of that sin of omission.    

This means in our ministries we must first acknowl-
edge the way we have failed. Are we truly inclusive in 
our ministries and aware of how best to include those of 
all races while honoring their history and culture? Or 
does our inclusion end at saying “All are welcome!” but 
then not having our ministry truly reflect the multi-cul-

turalism of our communities? Do we address the topic of 
racial injustice and racism, or do we contribute to the sin 
of racism by remaining silent? “All too often, leaders of 
the Church have remained silent about the horrific vio-
lence and other racial injustices perpetuated against Afri-
can Americans and others” (OWOH, p. 22). If we are 
truly leaders, we must lead the way in speaking out 
against the violence and racial injustices our brothers 
and sisters of color suffer.  

We must also remember that racism is a pro-life 
issue. “Too many good and faithful Catholics remain un-
aware of the connection between institutional racism and 
the continued erosion of the sanctity of life” (OWOH, p. 
10). When we do a pro-life session in our ministries, do 
we include a variety of pro-life topics — racism, im-
migration, anti-death penalty — or do we simply focus 
on anti-abortion? We must remember that being pro-life 
involves a variety of issues and make sure we are bring-
ing all of them to light in that context. (I must borrow 
from my friend, Emily Wilson Hussem, here and use her 
puppies and bunnies analogy. When I say that puppies 
are cute, I am simply stating that fact. It does not mean 
that I think bunnies are not cute, it simply means that it 
not the issue we are talking about here. Yes, anti-abor-
tion is an important pro-life issue, but that is the not the 
issue I am addressing in this article. Puppies and 
bunnies.)  

In addressing racism in our church, we must also be 
open to hearing the hard stories of how people have ex-
perienced racism. “We must create opportunities to hear, 
with open hearts, the tragic stories that are deeply  

 
See POPE, Page 22 

Alison Pope

Discrimination as a tool for discernment
I have been an advocate for discrimination a very long 

time and especially so for the last 26 years, when I real-
ized its importance even more. In today’s world it is not 
something that seems to be needed and is frowned upon. 

Discrimination is something that was taught to me at a 
very early age by my parents who wanted to prepare me 
for life. 

That might sound terrible to some people who would 
see that as an example of how racism is perpetuated gener-
ationally. But my parents were not racists. I was given 
many more examples of discrimination when I left my 
home, where I was an only child, and mixed with children 
of different backgrounds as I attended a Catholic elemen-
tary school. Sister Marian Angela, Sister Mary Martin, and 
Sister Catherine are all responsible for continuing my de-
velopment as a practitioner of discrimination. They, also, 
were not racists. Nor were the many teachers and profes-
sors that taught discrimination to me through high school, 
college, grad school, and post-grad. 

It is critical for us to practice discrimination if we use 
the original meaning of the word: “recognition and under-
standing of the difference between one thing and another.” 
Every test question is discriminatory because it helps the 
teacher to recognize the difference between the students 
who have learned the correct answer and those who have 
not. We discriminate when we go the correct gate at an air-
port to catch our flight. The departments of motor vehicles 
discriminate every time they refuse to give a driver’s li-
cense to someone who cannot pass the vision test. Our 
ability to discriminate, hopefully, keeps us away from life 
threatening situations. 

This definition, however, is rarely what we think of 
any longer when we hear the word, because it has so often 
been preceded by adjectives that have made it something 
very bad: “racial” discrimination or “sexual” discrim-
ination, or perhaps “religious” discrimination. Today, even 
without an adjective in front of it, the word is now more 
widely understood to mean “the unjust or prejudicial treat-
ment of different categories of people or things, especially 
on the grounds of race, age, or sex.” 

In all the countless ways that we use our ability to dis-
criminate, there is one which is most important and way 
above all the rest … our ability to discriminate, to tell the 
difference, between good and evil. When discrimination is 
used in this context, the name it is given is “discernment.” 

Thirty years ago, I stayed at a monastery for several 
days where I was taught some ways in which discernment 
could be enhanced. Twenty-six years ago I was blessed 
with three extraordinary people, two women and a Catho-
lic priest, an exorcist, who have provided “advanced train-
ing” to my discernment and taken it to an entirely new 
level through their words and actions. All three put Jesus 
first in their lives. 

At the monastery, I was given some criteria by which 
to judge “rightness” or “wrongness,” good or evil … 
whether something was more likely to be in accordance 
with our Christian faith or incongruent with it. For exam-
ple: 

1. Things that are of God typically reflect “order, har-
mony, and clarity,” while evil can be detected in “chaos, 
confusion, and disorder.” 

2. With God, we have a spirit of peace unlike the spirit 
of mental disturbance that accompanies evil. 

3. God’s spirit brings life and creativity, not the death 
and destruction brought about by evil. 

4. In God, we seek to gather and unify in his name, 
while evil seeks to scatter the flock. 

5. Humility is of God while pride is the sin of the 
devil. 

6. When we believe we are acting in harmony with 
God’s plan, we are “open to the light,” that is to say we be-
lieve that God would see goodness in what we are doing, 
but when we are doing things we are trying to hide from 
God or “in the dark,” that is good cause to stop them. 

7. Obedience to God’s commands will bring lasting 
joy, whereas “doing your own thing” brings temporary 
“pleasure” and long term pain. 

8. Service to others and willingness to sacrifice are 
steps toward God while selfish desires take us away. 

9. Honoring the Gospel message is unifying, while the 
hand of evil can be seen in “watering down” the message, 
selecting words out of context, or denying the Gospel 
message and the existence of God altogether. 

10. Openness to forgiving others and accepting for-
giveness and his grace is of God, not the unwillingness to 
forgive or accept forgiveness that evil encourages. 

11. Recognizing Jesus as Lord brings all of humanity 
closer to God which is why evil wants us to deny Jesus 
and worship false gods instead. 

12. “Loving one another” is of the utmost importance 
and that is why evil promotes its opposite. 

And still, there is even more to the practice of discern-
ment. It is important to never grow complacent as so many 
have already done. We must be constantly vigilant 24/7 
because the evil one never rests. Today, more than ever, 
we must be intensely perceptive because of the countless 
ways that evil is masked, often as something good, “And 
no wonder, for even Satan masquerades as an angel of 
light” (2 Cor 11-14). 

Evil is extremely deceptive and extremely predictable. 
It seeks division from God leading to death and destruc-
tion. In today’s world “discrimination” between what is of 
God and what is of Satan is needed more than ever. 

- - - 
Dr. James Sulliman, a graduate of Rutgers University 

and Florida State University, has 50 years’ experience in 
individual, marriage, and family therapy. He is also the 
Abilene-area pro-life coordinator for the Diocese of San 
Angelo. 

James R. Sulliman, PhD
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West Texans for Life: 
Paula Matchen  

scholarship period 
now open

West Texans for Life has announced the Paula 
Russell Matchen ProLife Scholarship requirements for 
2020-2021. The $1,000 scholarship will be awarded to 
a candidate pursuing an education who has shown ac-
tive involvement in the pro-life movement.  

These are the listed requirements for the scholar-
ship: enrollment at a university, college, or high school 
that requires a tuition fee; at least 40 documented 
hours of pro-life activity in events or organizations; 
evidence of pro-life publicity in the newspaper, televi-
sion, or radio; evidence of spreading the pro-life mes-
sage on social media; evidence of spreading the 
pro-life message at your university, college, or high 
school; a letter of support from a school official 
(teacher, counselor, or administrator); and a letter of 
support from a member of the clergy. An application 
detailing the applicant’s pro-life activities must also be 
completed. 

Applications for the scholarship must be post-
marked by May 1, 2021. All required documentation 
must demonstrate activity between Sept. 1, 2020, and 
April 30, 2021. Applications should be mailed to Dr. 
James R. Sulliman, care of West Texans for Life, 1317 
North 8th Street, Suite 100, Abilene, TX 79601.  

For more information, visit the Facebook page of 
West Texans for Life. 
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IMMIGRATION LEGAL SERVICES CLINICS !

!

!

WHO: Accredited Representatives for the Diocese of San Angelo 

WHERE:  
Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church 

 1401 E Garden Lane 
 Midland, Texas 79701 
 
WHEN:  9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

July 15th     October 21st  
August 19th    November 18th  

 September 16th                December 16th   
   
CASES ACCEPTED  
 

�! Adjustment of Status 
�! Advance Parole  
�! Affidavit of Support        
�! Application to Immigrate Family Members     
�! Consular Processing/Waivers  
�! DACA Applications  
�! I-90 Renewal (Green Cards)  
�! Naturalization 
�! Pardons 
�! Refugee/Asylee Processes  
�! Remove Condition on Residency 
�! Travel Documents  
�! U Status Applications for Victims of Crime 
�! VAWA for Victims of Domestic Violence 
�! Work Permits/Renewal Applications 

 
APPOINTMENTS & INFORMATION (Please do not call Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish) 
  

Diocese of San Angelo Immigration Services 
Patricia Stokes Santana  

 (325) 212-6192 
 

                                 OFFICE AND TELEPHONE CONSULTATIONS AND IMMIGRATION  
                            SERVICES ARE PROVIDED FOR NORMAL FEES. 

!

  
2020 DIOCESAN CONFERENCE DAY 

VIRTUAL CONFERENCE 
OCTOBER 17, 2020 
 9:00 AM-1:45 PM 

 

DIOCESE  OF  SAN ANGELO   

Nurturing Families in the Church Today  

 
       

   
 

Breakout Sessions  TBA 
 
More Information forthcoming  

For more information, contact the Office of Evangelization and Catechesis 
at 325-651-7500 or evangelizationcatechesis@sanangelodiocese.org 
  

  

Conference Registration with Payment 
 $20 before October 2, 2020 
 $30 after October 2, 2020  

Office of Evangelization and Catechesis  

2020 St. Ambrose/Holy Family Festival 
Together, Our Faith is Strong 

 
Due to COVID constraints, the 81st annual St. Ambrose/Holy 

Family Fall Festival will look different than years past. 
 

The festival will consist of the following activities: 
A raffle with over $12,000 in prizes •

Famous festival sausage sale •
General donations •

Cotton bale donations •
 

You may visit our website to order sausage, participate in the 
raffle, or make a donation: www.saint-ambrose.org. 

Or call the parish office: 325-651-7551
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Chrism Mass, Sept. 10, 2020, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, San Angelo

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

Left: The oil of the sick 
(pictured) and the oil of 
catechumens were pre-
packaged ahead of the 
chrism Mass to aid in the 
distribution to parishes 
after the Mass.

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

Left: Father Rodney 
White, dean of the Mid-
land-Odessa Deanery; 
Father Santiago Udayar, 
Vicar General for the Dio-
cese of San Angelo; 
Father Adam Droll, dean 
of the San Angelo Dean-
ery; and Msgr. Fred Na-
warskas, dean of the 
Abilene Deanery, served 
as the principal concele-
brants for the Mass.

Right: The priests of the 
diocese listened as 
Bishop Michael Sis pre-
sented his homily.

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

Left: Bishop Michael Sis 
blessed the oil of the sick 
during the Mass.

Left: Bishop Michael Sis 
poured the perfume bal-
sam into the chrism oil, 
which was not prepack-
aged as the other two 
oils, before offering the 
prayer of consecration of 
the sacred chrism.

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

Right: Bishop Sis raised 
his arms over the sacred 
chrism while offering the 
prayer of consecration.

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

After the blessing of the sacred 
chrism, the oil was removed to the 
sacristy of the Cathedral of the Sacred 
Heart to be packaged for transporta-
tion to the parishes of the Diocese of 
San Angelo. FOCUS (Fellowship of 
Catholic University Students) Mission-
ary Tyler Peterson (left) and Kelsey 
Johns poured the oil from its original, 
large vessel into smaller pourers for 
individual packaging.

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

Left: Patricia Garza (left) 
and Irma Villarreal poured 
the oil into individual bot-
tles to be handed out for 
each parish to use during 
sacraments for the com-
ing year. Also assisting in 
this process were Loretta 
Burgess, Gloria Johns, 
and Irene Ramirez.

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

Right: Father Albert Ezea-
nya, pastor of Sacred 
Heart Church in Abilene, 
collects the holy oils for 
his parish. Phyllis Shan-
nahan of the Diocesan 
Pastoral Center coordi-
nated the distribution to 
pastors and parish repre-
sentatives.
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Missionaries 

commissioned 

at St. Stephen 

 
Three young adults from 

St. Stephen Church in Midland 
were selected to join the Na-
tional Evangelization Team as 
missionaries for NET Mini-
stries. They will embark on a 
nine-month missionary jour-
ney, sharing the Gospel with 
young people around the 
country. 

The three missionaries 
(left to right), Angel Rios, Be-
linda Baeza, and Charlie Cis-
neros, were commissioned in 
a Mass at St. Stephen Church 
on Sept. 17, 2020.
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By Deacon Freddy Medina 
 

Seven Chosen to Serve 
“Now in these days when the disciples were in-

creasing in number, the Hellenists murmured against 
the Hebrews because their widows were neglected in 
the daily distribution. And the Twelve summoned the 
body of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we 
should give up preaching the word of God to serve 
tables. Therefore, brethren, pick out from among you 
seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of 
wisdom, whom we may appoint to this duty. But we 
will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of 
the word.” And what they said pleased the whole 
multitude, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith 
and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and 
Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a 
proselyte of Antioch. These they set before the apos-
tles, and they prayed and laid their hands upon them. 
And the word of God increased; and the number of 
the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a 
great many of the priests were obedient to the 
faith.”(1) 
 
Deacons 

Early in the Church's history, the disciples could 
not keep up with the daily distribution demands, and 
some widows and orphans were being neglected. 
"Therefore, the apostles stopped what they were 
doing, gathered as a group, prayed, and invented dea-
cons.”(2) The Holy Spirit inspired the apostles to es-
tablish the Order of Deacons, then inspired "the 
whole multitude”(3) to determine who to select and 
finally inspired the seven men asked to serve as "dea-
cons" to accept the task to serve those who had been 
neglected.  

 
What is diaconal service? 

Service does not necessarily mean menial or 
lowly service. What it does imply is "the attitude of 
the disciples of Jesus is ever to be one of humility in 
serving others.”(4) The gift in service to others is the 
very essence of the diaconate of which Jesus of Naza-
reth is its unsurpassed and unique expression. Thus, 
the diaconate's meaning can be found in Christ-in-
the-church's self-emptying service, a service that is 
rooted and founded in the Lord Jesus himself.(5) 

 
Why are deacons needed? 

Our Church and its people have needs that require 
ministers with varied experiences and skillsets. Men 
ordained as permanent deacons are usually older than 
the required minimum age of 35 and have life experi-
ences with family living, finances, and health issues. 
They come from diverse work backgrounds and pos-
sess special skills which they have developed using 
their resources. Most permanent deacons are married, 
so they understand intimate relationships between 
men and women. These men have experienced from 
courtship and engagement to marriage, childrearing, 
and running a household. They also have experience 
with various mature relationships with co-workers 
and parishioners and can easily relate to others who 
struggle with financial, work, marital, and family 
challenges.  

 
How do men determine that they are called? 

Like the first deacons, today’s permanent deacons 
are called forth by “the whole multitude.” We must 
not forget that the Holy Spirit speaks through other 
people. Our wives, family, friends, trusted colleagues, 
and faith community know us in ways that we don’t 
always know ourselves. Their perspective can be in-
valuable in helping discover a person’s identity and 
mission. Our spiritual tradition clarifies that any dis-
cernment done in private or shrouded in secrecy can 
be counterproductive and faulty. It makes both practi-
cal and spiritual sense to seek the counsel of 
others.(6) The Holy Spirit will speak directly to your 

heart, not unlike the parable of the unjust judge and 
the widow.(7) He will be persistent in asking you to 
follow him to serve those who are being neglected. 

 
What is deacon formation? 

Deacon formation is a five-year process that will 
cover four specific areas or dimensions of growth — 
human, spiritual, intellectual, and pastoral. One who 
will serve as a deacon requires a formation that pro-
motes the development of the whole person. There-
fore, the four dimensions are interrelated to achieve a 
continual integration of their objectives in each par-
ticipant's life and ministry exercise.(8) 

The next class is projected to begin in August 
2021, concluding the summer of 2026. 

If you are interested in learning more about per-
manent deacons in the Diocese of San Angelo, send 
your contact information to deaconoffice@sanangelo-
diocese.org or call 325.651.7500 and ask for Deacon 
Freddy Medina. 

 
What are the requirements to be accepted into dia-
conal formation? 

To be accepted into formation, an applicant must: 
• Have a willingness to make a life-long commit-

ment of service in the church. The applicant will be 
asked to assure that, if he is ordained, he will serve in 
the diocese for the foreseeable future.  

• Be in good standing in the church, having been 
a member for not less than three years and lived 
within the Diocese of San Angelo not less than three 
years. 

• Have the support of his wife and his pastor in 
writing. 

• Be between the minimum age for an applicant of 
31 and the maximum age of 60. 

• Be committed to celibacy after ordination, if 
single. 

• Be committed to celibacy after ordination 
should his wife die before him, if married. 

• Be a citizen of the United States of America or a 
Permanent Resident holding a valid “Green Card.”   

• Have stable employment and a fiscally sound fi-
nancial history. 

• Be without a criminal record. 
• Be of sufficient mental and physical health to 

complete a minimum of five years of formation and, 
after ordination, serve in an active capacity for a 
minimum period of 10 years. 

• Possess a minimum of a high school diploma 
and be capable of college-level studies. 

• Be able to read, write, and speak the English 
language. During formation, papers may be written 
and submitted in Spanish (if approved) if the appli-
cant’s first language is not English. 

• If married, be married for at least three years 
and be living examples of the sacrament and provide 
evidence of a stable and growing marriage. 

• Be in a valid marriage recognized by the Roman 
Catholic Church if he is married. If any annulments 

are required (for applicant or wife), they must have 
been received before applying. 

• If widowed and not remarried, at least three 
years must have elapsed before admission into the 
formation program. 

• If divorced and not remarried, at least three 
years must have elapsed, and you must obtain an an-
nulment before admission into the formation pro-
gram. 

• If applicable, must be current on any child sup-
port payments. 

• Provide their families with adequate quality 
time as husbands, fathers, and sons (without putting 
an undue burden on their wives) during formation. 

• Possess a significant history of active participa-
tion in pastoral ministry in his parish. 

• Have completed the Diocese of San Angelo 
Basic Formation Program. 

• Be committed to serving the Diocese of San 
Angelo after ordination. 

 
Notes: 
1. The Holy Bible, Revised Standard Version; Sec-

ond Catholic Edition. (San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 
2006), Ac 6:1–7. 

2. Pope Francis at meeting with bishops at St. 
Martin's Chapel, St. Charles Borromeo Seminary. 
September 27, 2015. 

3. Acts 6:5 RSV-CE 
4. James M. Barnett, The Diaconate, A Full and 

Equal Order, rev ed., Valley Forge, Pa.: Trinity Press 
International, 1995, 19. 

5. Owen F. Cummings. Deacons and the Church 
(Kindle Locations 278-282). Kindle Edition. 

6. Haase, Albert. Saying Yes: Discovering and 
Responding to God's Will in Your Life (p. 44). Para-
clete Press. Kindle Edition. 

7. Luke 18:1 RSV-CE 
8. National Directory for the Formation, Ministry, 

and Life of Permanent Deacons in the United States 
2005, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
Washington, D.C.

Do you have questions about the  
permanent diaconate? 

 
The inquiry period for the next  

deacon formation class begins in  
August 2021. 

 
First speak with your pastor, 

then contact the  
Office of Diaconal Ministry at 

deaconoffice@sanangelodiocese.org

Service in the permanent diaconate explained

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

Deacon Jose Villagrana read the Gospel passage at the di-
ocesan chrism Mass, Sept. 10, 2020. 
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God is happy
Christianity, Judaism, and Islam ulti-

mately all believe in the same God. Inter-
estingly, too, in the popular mind they 
also all tend to conceive of God in the 
same way, namely, as male, celibate, and 
not being particularly happy.  

Well, the gender of God is not some-
thing we can ever conceptualize. God is 
neither male or female, nor some androg-
ynous mix of gender. So how can we con-
ceptualize God’s gender? We can’t, pure 
and simple. Classically we’ve spoken of 
God as male, even as we know that this 
isn’t exactly true because we affirm, dog-
matically, that God is ineffable, incapable 
of ever being captured in any concept. 
That also holds true for our notion of God 
as celibate, as not having a wife. How 
masculinity and femininity interrelate in 
God is also ineffable, incapable of being 
conceived of, but we know God is not 
simply a male celibate.  

But what about that other popular no-
tion, namely, that God is not particularly 
happy, especially with us? 

Here we have a clear answer: God is 
happy. How can God not be? If God is 
perfect oneness, perfect goodness, perfect 
truth, perfect beauty, and perfect fullness 
in every way, how then can God not be 
perfect happiness? An unhappy God 
would not be God for such a God would 
be lacking the power to make himself 
(pardon the pronoun) happy. Not a minor 
inadequacy for God. So a perfect God is 

also a perfectly happy God. But that’s a 
metaphysical statement. We can still ask, 
is God happy emotionally and is God 
happy with us? Mustn’t God frown at 
times and shake his head in disappoint-
ment at our behavior? Surely God can’t 
be happy with a lot that goes on in our 
world. God can’t be happy in the face of 
sin. 

Well, just as in every other thing 
about God, there are things here we can-
not comprehend. However, this much 
must be affirmed, both from what’s deep-
est in revelation in our scriptures and 
from the testimony of countless good 
people: God is happy! God is not habit-
ually disappointed with us, frowning at 
our weaknesses, and sending the majority 
of us to hell. Rather, God is like the lov-
ing parent of a little child, forever luring 
us forwards, delighting in our energy, 
wanting us to flourish, saddened when we 
act in ways that bring unhappiness to 
others and to ourselves, but understand-

ing of weakness rather than angry and un-
happy.  

Julian of Norwich, the famed mystic, 
describes God this way: “God sits in 
heaven, smiling, completely relaxed, his 
face looking like a marvelous sym-
phony.” When I first read this passage 
some years ago, I was taken aback both 
by the concept of God as smiling and by 
the image of God as relaxed. I had never 
thought of God as “relaxed.” Surely with 
all that’s happening in our world and 
surely with all the betrayals, large and 
small, in our lives, God must be tense, 
frustrated and anxious. It’s difficult but 
easier to picture God as smiling (at least 
sometimes), but it’s exceedingly difficult 
to picture God as relaxed, as not being 
tense about all that’s wrong with us and 
our world.  

Here’s my journey in grappling with 
that. I was wonderfully blessed in my re-
ligious background. From my parents and 
family, through the parish community I 
grew up in, through the Ursuline nuns 
who taught me in school, you couldn’t 
have ordered a more-ideal faith milieu. I 
experienced faith and religion being lived 
out in real life in a way that gave it cred-
ibility and made it attractive. My semi-
nary training and theological studies 
strongly reinforced that. But, all that time, 
underneath, there was a picture of a God 
who wasn’t very happy and who smiled 
only when the occasion merited it, which 

wasn’t very often. The consequence of 
that in my life was an anxious attempt al-
ways to measure up, to be good enough, 
to not make God unhappy, and to earn 
God’s approval and affection.  But of 
course, we can never be good enough, 
never measure up, and so it’s natural to 
believe that God is never really happy 
with us and never really happy at all. 

In theory, of course, we know better. 
We tend to have a healthier concept of 
God theoretically; but the heart is not so 
easy to bring onside. It’s hard to feel in-
side myself that God is happy, happy with 
us, happy with me. It has taken me sev-
enty years to realize, accept, take conso-
lation in, and finally bathe in the fact that 
God is happy. I’m not sure what pulled all 
the triggers inside me that helped me 
make that shift, but the fact that God is 
happy comes to me now whenever I’m 
praying whole-heartedly, nakedly, and 
sincerely. It’s also what comes to me 
when I look at the saints in my life, those 
men and women whom I most look up to 
in faith, who reflect the face of God for 
me. They’re happy, relaxed, and not per-
petually frowning in displeasure. 

- - - 
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser is a 

theologian, teacher, and award-winning 
author. He can be contacted through his 
website: www.ronrolheiser.com. Now on 
Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser. 

Father Ron  
Rolheiser

You’re meant to be an eagle, not a chicken: 
A reflection on baptism

When I was doing full-time parish 
ministry, one of my favorite activities 
was performing baptisms. I put the word 
in the plural, for I hardly ever baptized 
one baby at a time, but usually ten or a 
dozen. Typically, the quite large group of 
family and friends would gather in the 
first several pews of St. Paul of the Cross 
Church about 2 o’clock on a Sunday af-
ternoon, I would welcome them and do a 
very short description of what was about 
to happen, and then the happy cacophony 
of twelve babies crying at once would in-
evitably commence. I would shout my 
way through the prayers and the bap-
tisms — and a general joyfulness would 
obtain. Now that I’m a bishop, I have 
less occasion to baptize, and I do miss it. 
But an exception took place last week 
when I was delighted to welcome into 
the church Hazel Rose Cummins, the 
daughter of Doug Cummins and his wife 
Erica. Doug is our Associate Producer 
for Word on Fire in Santa Barbara. 

I would like to share with all of you 
what I preached to the group gathered 
outside (it’s COVID time) of San Roque 
Church in Santa Barbara for the cere-
mony. I asked them if they had heard the 
story of Father Matthew Hood, a priest 
of the Detroit Archdiocese, who discov-
ered, after watching a video of his own 
baptism, that he had been invalidly bap-

tized. The deacon who had performed the 
ceremony did not use the proper words, 
and as a result, Father Hood had not in 
fact been received into the church. And 
as a consequence of this, he had not val-
idly received first Communion, confir-
mation, or priestly ordination, since all 
of those sacraments depend upon the le-
gitimacy of baptism. Now, once this was 
found out, the Archbishop of Detroit ad-
ministered all of the relevant sacraments 
to Father Hood and the young man was 
able to minister as a priest. You might 
think, “Well, that’s a strange story with a 
happy ending,” but it tells us, in fact, 
something extremely important regard-
ing the church’s understanding of bap-
tism. We believe that through the words 
and gestures of the sacrament, something 
happens. Baptism is not simply a cele-
bration of a new life, or even an act of 
praying for and offering a child to God. 

If that’s all it is, to paraphrase Flannery 
O’Connor, the heck with it. It is, rather, 
the visible sign of the invisible grace of 
incorporation into the Mystical Body of 
Jesus. It changes an objective state of af-
fairs, whether we acknowledge it or not. 

Having said all of this, I then 
stressed what we might call the subjec-
tive side of baptism. Since there were 
quite a few young people present, I used 
the well-worn parable of the eagle’s egg 
that tumbled out of the nest only to fall 
amidst a flock of chickens. When the ea-
glet was hatched, the only world he came 
to know was that of chickens, and hence 
he spent his first years pecking on the 
ground and never spreading his great 
wings. One day, I continued, a majestic 
eagle flew overhead and spotted his 
young confrere on the ground, acting like 
a chicken. “What’s the matter with you?” 
he asked. “Don’t you know who you 
are?” He then taught the eaglet how to 
deploy his wings and soar. 

So it goes in the spiritual order. 
Every baptized person is, objectively 
speaking, a child of God, divinized, and 
destined to be a great saint. But the prob-
lem is that most of those who have re-
ceived this new identity promptly forget 
it and take on the beliefs and practices of 
the world. Following the prompts of tele-
vision, movies, social media, pop stars, 

and secularist ideologues, we give our-
selves over to the acquisition of wealth 
or power or material success or fame. 
These things aren’t bad in themselves, 
but considering them our highest value 
and running after them with all of our 
powers amounts to pecking on the 
ground like chickens. What we need, I 
told the little congregation gathered for 
Hazel’s baptism, is a strong community 
of people to remind this little girl who 
she is. They didn’t make her a child of 
God; Christ did that through the media-
tion of baptism. But they can indeed 
teach her not to settle for being some pa-
thetic simulacrum of who she is meant to 
be. Everything that they teach her, every-
thing that they encourage her to do, 
should be directed to the great end of be-
coming a saint. 

I have sometimes wondered what 
this country would be like if everyone 
who is baptized (which I believe is still 
most of the nation) lived up to his or her 
identity as a child of God. What if every-
one who is meant to soar would, finally, 
stop poking around on the ground? It 
would be a true American revolution. 

- - - 
Bishop Robert Barron is an auxiliary 

bishop of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
and the founder of Word on Fire Catholic 
Ministries.

Bishop Robert 
Barron 

 
Word on Fire  

Ministries
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¿Por cuál de los candidatos 
imperfectos he de votar? 

Las elecciones nos invitan a votar 
como ciudadanos y a escoger a quienes 
consideramos como los mejores servi-
dores públicos preparados para responder 
a las exigencias y circunstancias del 
tiempo presente. 

Ya sea que el propósito sea elegir al 
presidente del país o a los miembros del 
comité escolar en nuestras localidades, 
como ciudadanos queremos servidores 
públicos que sean decentes, trabajadores, 
dedicados al bien común, que respeten la 
vida y la dignidad humana en todo mo-
mento, comprometidos con la verdad y la 
justicia, idóneos y capaces de trabajar con 
otras personas. Como papá de dos niños 
abriéndose camino en la vida, quiero ser-
vidores públicos que inspiren y den buen 
ejemplo. 

La expectativa es exigente pero no 
imposible. Con un poco de disciplina, 
cualquier persona puede llegar a encarnar 
estos rasgos. Los enseñamos en nuestros 
hogares y escuelas. Escuchamos de ellos 
en nuestras iglesias. Le aseguramos a 
nuestros hijos y nietos que sí son po-
sibles. 

Cultivamos dichos rasgos para asegu-
rar un mínimo de civismo. Veneramos a 
quienes los viven de manera ejemplar. 
Cuando las personas los cultivan con el 

propósito de llevar a otros a Cristo, pro-
clamando el Evangelio y confiando ex-
plícitamente en la gracia de Dios, 
entonces hablamos de santidad. 

Sin embargo, ser santo no es un req-
uisito para ser elegido como servidor 
público. Tampoco ser perfecto. Los can-
didatos políticos hacen una labor exce-
lente resaltando sus logros y fortalezas. 
En medio de sus campañas sus imperfec-
ciones también salen a la luz pública. Al 
final de cuentas, son humanos como cual-
quiera de nosotros. 

Reconocer el lado humano de nues-
tros líderes políticos es importante. Tra-
tarlos como figuras mesiánicas es 
simplemente idolatría. Esperar que no 
tengan faltas es ingenuo. 
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Hosffman  
Ospino 

Catholic News Service 
 

Caminando Juntos

Yendo más allá de los  
errores y las debilidades

“Lo excusable no necesita ser excu-
sado y lo inexcusable no puede ser excu-
sado”. 

Michael Buckley escribió esas pala-
bras y contienen un importante desafío. 
Siempre intentamos excusar lo que no 
necesitamos excusar y siempre intenta-
mos excusar lo inexcusable. Ninguna de 
las dos cosas es necesaria. Ni útil. 

Podemos aprender una lección de 
cómo Jesús trató a los que le traicionaron. 
Un ejemplo claro es el apóstol Pedro, 
especialmente elegido y apodado como la 
roca de la comunidad apostólica. Pedro 
era un hombre honesto con una sinceri-
dad infantil, una fe profunda, y él, más 
que la mayoría de los demás, comprendió 
profundamente el significado de quién era 
Jesús y lo que significaba su enseñanza. 
De hecho, fue él quien, en respuesta a la 
pregunta de Jesús (¿Quién dices que 
soy?), respondió, "Tú eres el Cristo, el 
hijo del Dios vivo". Sin embargo, minu-
tos después de esa confesión, Jesús tuvo 
que corregir esta falsa concepción de 
Pedro de lo que eso significaba y luego 
reprenderlo por tratar de desviarlo de su 
propia misión. Más dramáticamente, fue 
Pedro quien, a pocas horas de un arro-
gante alarde de que, aunque todos los 
demás traicionarían a Jesús, él per-

manecería fiel, traicionó a Jesús tres 
veces, y esto en la hora más necesitada de 
Jesús. 

Más tarde tenemos conocimiento de 
la conversación que Jesús tiene con Pedro 
con respecto a esas traiciones. Lo que 
más significativo es que Jesús no le pide 
a Pedro que se explique, no lo excusa y 
no dice cosas como: "¡No eras realmente 
tú mismo! ¡Puedo entender cómo alguien 
puede estar muy asustado en esa situ-
ación! ¡Puedo sentir empatía, sé lo que el 
miedo puede hacerte!" Nada de eso. Lo 
excusable no necesita ser excusado y lo 
inexcusable no puede ser excusado. En la 
traición de Pedro, como en nuestras pro-
pias traiciones, hay invariablemente algo 
de ambas, lo excusable y lo inexcusable. 
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Padre Ron  
Rolheiser

Estás destinado a ser un águila, no una gallina:  
Una reflexión sobre el bautismo

Cuando ejercía a tiempo completo 
el ministerio parroquial, una de mis ac-
tividades favoritas era hacer bautismos. 
Puse “bautismos” en plural, porque casi 
nunca bautizaba a un solo bebé a la 
vez, pero normalmente eran diez o una 
docena. Típicamente, el grupo bastante 
grande de familiares y amigos se reunía 
en los primeros bancos de la Iglesia de 
San Pablo de la Cruz alrededor de las 2 
de la tarde de un domingo, yo les daba 
la bienvenida y hacía una breve de-
scripción de lo que estaba a punto de 
suceder, y entonces la feliz cacofonía 
de doce bebés llorando a la vez comen-
zaba inevitablemente. Yo llegaba a 
hacer los bautismos, con todas sus ora-
ciones, a gritos, y al final todo el 
mundo estaba feliz. Ahora que soy 
obispo, tengo menos ocasiones de bau-
tizar, y las echo de menos. Pero la se-
mana pasada hubo una excepción, 
cuando tuve el placer de recibir en la 
iglesia a Hazel Rose Cummins, la hija 
de Doug Cummins y su esposa Erica. 
Doug es nuestro productor asociado de 
Word on Fire en Santa Bárbara. 

Me gustaría compartir con todos 
ustedes lo que prediqué al grupo reun-
ido afuera (son tiempos de COVID) de 
la Iglesia de San Roque en Santa Bár-
bara para la ceremonia. Les pregunté si 
habían escuchado la historia del Padre 
Matthew Hood, un sacerdote de la Ar-

quidiócesis de Detroit, que descubrió, 
después de ver un video de su propio 
bautismo, que había sido bautizado in-
válidamente. El diácono que había real-
izado la ceremonia no usó las palabras 
adecuadas, y como resultado, el Padre 
Hood no había sido recibido en la Igle-
sia. Y como consecuencia de esto, no 
había recibido válidamente la Primera 
Comunión, la Confirmación o la orde-
nación sacerdotal, ya que todos esos 
sacramentos dependen de la legitimidad 
del Bautismo. Ahora, una vez que esto 
se descubrió, el Arzobispo de Detroit 
administró todos los sacramentos rel-
evantes al Padre Hood y el joven pudo 
ejercer su ministerio como sacerdote. 
Podrías pensar, “Bueno, es una historia 
extraña con un final feliz”, pero nos 
dice, de hecho, algo extremadamente 
importante en cuanto a la comprensión 
de la Iglesia sobre el Bautismo. Noso-
tros creemos que, a través de las pala-

bras y gestos del sacramento, algo real 
sucede. El bautismo no es simplemente 
una celebración de una nueva vida, o 
incluso un acto de rezar y ofrecer un 
niño a Dios. Si eso es todo, parafra-
seando a Flannery O’Connor, al diablo 
con el bautismo. Es, más bien, el signo 
visible de la gracia invisible de la in-
corporación al Cuerpo Místico de 
Jesús. Cambia una situación objetiva, 
lo reconozcamos o no. 

Habiendo dicho todo esto, entonces 
enfaticé lo que podríamos llamar el 
lado subjetivo del Bautismo. Como 
había bastantes jóvenes presentes, util-
icé la trillada parábola del huevo de 
águila que se cayó del nido y cayó en 
medio de una bandada de pollos. 
Cuando el aguilucho nació, el único 
mundo que conoció fue el de los pollos, 
y por eso pasó sus primeros años pico-
teando el suelo y nunca extendiendo 
sus grandes alas. Un día, continué, un 
águila majestuosa voló por encima y 
vio a su joven compañero en el suelo, 
actuando como una gallina. “¿Qué te 
pasa?”, preguntó. “¿No sabes quién 
eres?”. Luego le enseñó al joven águila 
cómo desplegar sus alas y volar. 

Así sucede en el orden espiritual. 
Cada bautizado es, objetivamente 
hablando, un hijo de Dios, divinizado y 
destinado a ser un gran santo. Pero el 
problema es que la mayoría de los que 

han recibido esta nueva identidad la ol-
vidan rápidamente y asumen las creen-
cias y prácticas del mundo. Siguiendo 
los impulsos de la televisión, el cine, 
los medios sociales, las estrellas del 
pop y los ideólogos secularistas, nos 
entregamos a la adquisición de riqueza 
o poder o éxito material o fama. Estas 
cosas no son malas en sí mismas, pero 
considerarlas nuestro valor más alto y 
correr tras ellas con todos nuestros po-
deres equivale a picotear el suelo como 
las gallinas. Lo que necesitamos, le dije 
a la pequeña asamblea reunida para el 
bautismo de Hazel, es una fuerte comu-
nidad de gente que le recuerde a esta 
niña quién es. No fueron ellos quienes 
la hicieron hija de Dios; Cristo lo hizo, 
a través de la mediación del Bautismo. 
Pero ellos pueden enseñarle a no con-
formarse con ser un patético simulacro 
de lo que está destinada a ser. Todo lo 
que le enseñan, todo lo que le animan a 
hacer, debe estar dirigido al gran fin de 
ser santa. 

A veces me he preguntado cómo 
sería este país si todos los que se bauti-
zan (que creo que sigue siendo la 
mayor parte de la nación) vivieran a la 
altura de su identidad como hijos de 
Dios. ¿Y si todos los que están destina-
dos a volar dejaran de hurgar en el 
suelo? Sería una verdadera revolución 
americana.

Obispo Robert 
Barron 

 
Word on Fire  

Ministries



My granddaughter Charlotte posed for 
the traditional first day of kindergarten 
photo on the front porch of her home in 
New Jersey, wearing a new sequined-splat-
tered outfit popular with the under-7 set. 

Then, like millions of American kids, 
she turned around, walked with her back-
pack into her own house, sat down at a 
computer in the basement, and began a 
year of academic life online. 

These times call for a sense of humor 
and hope. 

It's not just the kids having meltdowns 
these days. Pity the person who is both 
teacher and parent. Pity the school admin-
istrators who walk a fine line between 
COVID-19 exposure and denying kids 
their needed in-person instruction and so-
cialization. Say a prayer for the older 
teachers or the ones with preexisting con-
ditions who both love and dread their own 
classrooms. 

My brother used to repeat what he said 
was an old Chinese curse, "May you live in 
interesting times." In other words, boring 
is safe; interesting can be dangerous and 
chaotic. 

Actually, I don't believe there's ever 
been a boring time to be blessed to live on 
this precious earth. But 2020 is definitely 
"interesting." 

One Saturday, to get out of the house 
and still be distanced, my husband and I 

made our annual pilgrimage to Kelly Hill, 
a little Catholic cemetery out in farm coun-
try. There, my family members, starting 
with great-grandparents and including 
another brother who died way too young, 
are buried next to corn fields ready for the 
fall harvest. 

Amid the green fields fed by irrigation, 
the cemetery on the hill stood out, dry and 
yellowed from a season of drought. I guess 
no one irrigates a cemetery out there. 

It might seem depressing to choose to 
visit a graveyard in the midst of pandemic, 
but I find it oddly consoling. My two 
great-grandfathers lived in interesting 
times, during the Irish famine. As the Irish 
poet Eavan Boland wrote in her poem 
"Quarantine," the winter of 1847 was "the 
worst hour of the worst season of the worst 
year of a whole people." That was the year  
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COVID-19 vaccine myths
Several popular myths about COVID-

19 vaccines have been gaining traction on 
social media in recent months, particu-
larly in regard to messenger RNA 
(mRNA) vaccines being developed by 
Moderna, Sanofi, Pfizer and a handful of 
other companies. I would like to consider 
five of these myths.  

Myth 1: For vaccines that rely on in-
jecting patients with mRNA, the possible 
incorporation of these genes into our ge-
netic makeup will fundamentally alter 
who we are as humans, moving us into a 
project of Transhumanism, the production 
of a “Human 2.0,” etc. 

Reply: Any incorporation of new 
genes into our chromosomes from a 
COVID-19 mRNA vaccine would be an 
exceedingly rare occurrence, if it were to 
occur at all. It is actually very difficult to 
get the genetic information of mRNA to 
integrate into our chromosomes, partly 
because this would mean a reverse direc-
tional flow of the so-called Central 
Dogma of Molecular Biology: our DNA 
or chromosomes are read (“transcribed”) 
to produce mRNA, which is then read 
(“translated”) to make proteins. Even if 
the accidental and unintentional incorpo-
ration of an mRNA message into our 
chromosomes were somehow to occur 
following vaccination, this would not 
mean that we were creating “Human 2.0,” 
since those genetic changes would not be 
expected to affect our sex cells, and there-
fore would not be transmitted to the next 
generation. Vaccinating people with an 
mRNA vaccine for COVID-19, therefore, 
does not imply that we are “remaking 
man” or heading down the path of Trans-
humanism. 

Myth 2: The rapid pace of clinical 
trials means that vaccines will be unsafe 
and/or ineffective. 

Reply: This could be a legitimate 
concern, if proper testing were to be cur-
tailed, or approval for public vaccination 
campaigns were to be granted ahead of 
conclusive safety and efficacy testing. 
Such approval, however, appears highly 
unlikely when it comes to any of the 
major national regulatory agencies like 
the US Food and Drug Administration, 
the European Medicines Agency, or Aus-
tralia's Therapeutic Goods Administration 
(with the possible exception of regulatory 
agencies in China and/or Russia). 

Myth 3: Luciferase is the name of the 
bioluminescent enzyme contained in the 
vaccine, which seems connected to the 
“forces of evil.” 

Reply: Luciferase, an enzyme in-
volved in firefly illumination, is being 
used in various testing and development 
stages ahead of the production of a 
COVID-19 vaccine, but is not itself part 
of the injected material included in human 
vaccinations. Luciferase is a commonly 
used biomedical research tool, and has 
been used, for example, in lab animals to 
study the most effective way to deliver 
mRNA vaccines, whether by an injection 
into the skin, muscle or a vein. 

Myth 4: Vaccine manufacturers have 
no legal repercussions for any bad effects 
from their vaccines. 

Reply: Dr. John Grabenstein, retired 
Global Executive Director of Medical Af-

fairs for Merck Vaccines, offers the fol-
lowing corrective: "Manufacturers are in-
demnified for unforeseeable adverse 
events. They are not indemnified for neg-
ligence. This is standard practice." With 
pharmaceutical companies getting ready 
to immunize hundreds of millions of 
people, the question of who will cover 
claims for damages in case of unantici-
pated future side effects is quite impor-
tant. Ruud Dobber, a member of the 
senior executive team at the pharmaceuti-
cal giant AstraZeneca, recently argued: 
“This is a unique situation where we as a 
company simply cannot take the risk if in 
... four years the vaccine is showing side 
effects. … In the contracts we have in 
place, we are asking for indemnification. 
For most countries it is acceptable to take 
that risk on their shoulders because it is in 
their national interest.” In the USA, for 
example, a 2005 law, known as the Public 
Readiness and Emergency Preparedness, 
or PREP Act, provides immunity from li-
ability, apart from any willful misconduct, 
for products like vaccines that are devel-
oped to address a public-health emer-
gency. 

Myth 5: Using hydrogel nanotech-
nology to deliver an mRNA vaccine 
means there will be “big brother” mon-
itoring and the introduction of microchips 
into the human body. 

Reply: No microchips are present in 
vaccines. Hydrogel nanotechnology refers 
to the “lipid nanoparticles” which encase 
the mRNA. This is a glorified way of say-
ing “very small oil droplet.” Lipids are 
what our cell membranes are composed 
of, so when the mRNA vaccine is in-
jected, the lipid of the vaccine particle 
merges with the lipid of the cell (like two 
oil droplets merging) and the piece of 
mRNA is delivered to the inside of the 
cell ("transfection"). These “lipid nano-
particles” could theoretically be misused 
to deliver other controversial substances 
into the body like microchips, but this 
does not mean they should not be used for 
valid purposes, like delivering life-saving 
mRNA vaccines during a pandemic. 

Debunking these various myths does 
not mean that there aren’t still questions 
and concerns about proposed COVID-19 
vaccines. But we shouldn’t argue against 
vaccines in ways that make neither ethical 
nor scientific sense.  

- - - 
Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. 

earned his doctorate in neuroscience from 
Yale and did post-doctoral work at Har-
vard. He is a priest of the diocese of Fall 
River, MA, and serves as the Director of 
Education at The National Catholic Bio-
ethics Center in Philadelphia. See 
www.ncbcenter.org and 
www.fathertad.com. 

Father Tad  
Pacholczyk 
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For the Journey

Interesting and challenging times

Woe to those who gossip
Twelve years ago this month, I taught 

my first theology class at an all-girls high 
school. Fresh out of graduate school, I 
could boast of only a few hours of under-
graduate lecturing and grading as prepara-
tory experience. 

While I was confident in the material I 
was to present, one of the most surprising 
challenges I faced was classroom manage-
ment. Single-sex education can bring out 
the best in young women, including foster-
ing self-confidence. But it can also be a 
breeding ground for certain vices, gossip 
chief among them. 

In an era before texting and smart-
phones, students would pass notes to one 
another that often included snide remarks 
about fellow classmates or details of some 
melodrama from the previous weekend. 

The only deterrent I could think of was 
to tell the class that if I caught them pass-
ing notes, I would read them out loud. I 
hoped to tap into the universally terrible 
experience of having the subject of one's 
gossip learn what was said about her and 
who said it. 

Shortly thereafter, one student passed a 
note with aggrandized commotion. I 
promptly confiscated it and read it to the 
class. "Miss Italiano is going to read this 
note out loud," it said. My cheeks flushed 
and my lips smirked, the result of irrita-
tion, embarrassment and some muffled 
laughter. Just the same, no more notes 
were passed that semester. 

I have been thinking about that episode 
in light of Pope Francis' recent remarks 

about gossip. In his Angelus address on 
Sept. 6, the pontiff warned the crowd 
against gossip, which he said is "a plague 
more awful than COVID." 

Pope Francis has been known to use 
hyperbolic turns of phrase. But he's used 
equally strong language to speak of gossip 
before, including referring to it as "cold-
blooded murder" in an address to members 
of the Curia. 

In a homily during the first year of his 
pontificate, Pope Francis said that a Chris-
tian who gossips is a murderer: "A Chris-
tian murderer ... it's not me saying this, it's 
the Lord. And there is no place for nu-
ances. If you speak ill of your brother, you 
kill your brother. And every time we do 
this, we are imitating that gesture of Cain, 
the first murderer in history." 

In still another address he likened it to 
a type of terrorism, in which the person 
gossiping "throws a bomb and leaves." 

While the nature of gossip — what it is 
and how it hurts the one doing it as well as  

 
See URENECK, Page 22 

Elise Italiano 
Ureneck 

Catholic News Service 
 

Finding God in All 
Things



The Angelus OCTOBER 2020 Page 19

Catholic Voices

Cartoon CornerSuicide and mortal sin/ What is true forgiveness?
Q. We have all been dealing with the havoc of 

the coronavirus, and here on the West Coast, forest 
fires are causing loss of life and wide property devas-
tation. Some people have lost everything. It has been 
said that God doesn't allow things to happen beyond 
what people can cope with, but I'm not sure that this 
is true. 

So if one has lost all that he owned (and perhaps 
even a family member) and that person commits sui-
cide, has he committed a mortal sin? I don't believe 
so; it seems to me that person was in despair and that 
his state of mind probably does not qualify for eter-
nal damnation. Your thoughts? (Beaverton, Oregon) 

A. Suicide has always been considered by the 
Catholic Church as a grave offense, which is one of 
the elements that constitutes mortal sin. As the Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church states, "It is God who 
remains the sovereign master of life. ... We are stew-
ards, not owners, of the life God has entrusted to us. 
It is not ours to dispose of" (No. 2280). 

But gravity of matter, of course, is only one of 
the three requirements for a mortal sin -- the others 
being sufficient reflection and full consent of the 
will. And it is here that the church now adopts a more 
nuanced approach with regard to someone who takes 
his own life. When I was first ordained a priest (in 
1966) the church normally did not permit a funeral 
Mass or burial in a Catholic cemetery for someone 
who had taken his own life. But that is no longer so. 

As this same catechism (promulgated by St. John 
Paul II in 1992) says: "Grave psychological distur-
bances, anguish or grave fear of hardship, suffering 
or torture can diminish the responsibility of the one 
committing suicide. We should not despair of the 
eternal salvation of persons who have taken their 
own lives" (Nos. 2282-83). 

Commonly, then, in the present day the church 
gives the benefit of the doubt to a suicide victim and 
grants a Catholic funeral and burial. The church 
makes the pastoral judgment that there may well 
have been mitigating circumstances and that the per-

son -- due to severe depression or mental illness -- 
may not have been capable of making that decision 
with full freedom. 

Q. Does it count as true forgiveness if you don't 
hate the person, if you pray for their well-being, yet 
purposely avoid them because you've seen enough to 
know that they won't change their ways (gossiping, 
etc.)? 

A. Forgiveness is essential to the Christian way 
of life. We have only to think of St. Stephen, the first 
Christin martyr. Stoned outside the city of Jerusalem, 
he died praying for his executioners. He took his ex-
ample, of course, from Jesus, who said from the 
cross, "Father, forgive them, they know not what 
they do" (Lk 23:34). 

Earlier, after giving us the Lord's Prayer, Jesus 
had said: "If you forgive others their transgressions, 
your heavenly Father will forgive you" (Mt 6:14). 
So, a willingness to forgive those who have offended 
us is a Christian imperative. 

At the same time, though, the church does not 
dictate whom you have to "hang out" with. In your 
own case, I believe that you have done everything 
you are obligated to do: You do not hate the one who 
offended you, and you continue to pray for his or her 
well-being. 

To continue to fraternize with that person may 
not only be unpleasant for you; it could also "pull 
you down" into the world of gossiping. You are justi-
fied, I would think, in keeping your distance.

The church's guidance for the Catholic voter
There is much to appreciate about working in the 

Catholic press, but every four years can become an oc-
casion to think about a career change. 

Every four years, not coincidentally, is election 
time, and it tends, unfortunately, to be an occasion for 
startlingly rude and histrionic behavior among some of 
our fellow pew sitters. Phone calls, letters and social 
media radiate with outrage and accusations. Groups 
claiming to be Catholic speak with absolute certainty 
about who a Catholic is allowed to vote for, railing 
against anyone, from pope to pastor, who they judge to 
be insufficiently in agreement with their infallible pro-
nouncements. 

This year is predicted to be worse than usual, as 
many a weary editor will tell you. Already we are hear-
ing from organizations declaring who real Catholics 
cannot vote for. Not unexpectedly, they don't agree. 

Meanwhile, some readers of Catholic media parse 
every adjective and adverb with forensic obsessiveness, 
seeking clues to a reporter's secret political agenda and 
quick to pounce on any perceived clue. 

Several years ago, a Catholic newspaper ran a cover 
photo of that year's candidate at the Republican conven-
tion, and letter writers condemned the endorsement of 
the Republican that they thought it signified. Two weeks 
later, the same paper ran a cover photo of that year's 
candidate at the Democratic convention, and another 
crop of letter writers condemned the endorsement of the 
Democrat that they thought that signified. 

In truth, they were the major news events of those 

weeks, and they were given equal treatment, but that 
didn't stop readers from presuming bad intent. 

Perhaps most frustrating for everyone are the phone 
calls from readers asking who the church wants them to 
vote for. They can be forgiven for wishing it were that 
easy. 

The U.S. bishops, however, are teachers, not dic-
tators. They have gone out of their way to look at the 
principles that should guide the Catholic voter as she or 
he considers the issues at stake. Critical to the entire en-
deavor is a "well-formed conscience," and that takes 
some work. 

To aid in this effort, the bishops publish every four 
years a document called "Forming Consciences for 
Faithful Citizenship." It lays out the bishops' agenda: 
forming Catholics who can analyze the choices they 
will face in the election booth from the point of view of 
Christian teaching. (The text can be downloaded as a 
free PDF from usccb.org, or it can be purchased from 

store.usccb.org.) 
"Faithful Citizenship" argues that "the work of jus-

tice requires that the mind and the heart of Catholics be 
educated and formed to know and practice the whole 
faith." 

It stresses four principles of Catholic social teaching 
that undergird everything from the protection of the un-
born and all other innocent life to the treatment of the 
poor and the migrant: "The dignity of the human person, 
the common good, subsidiarity and solidarity." The doc-
ument goes on to talk about each of these principles. It 
then suggests how to apply these principles to some of 
the major issues of our day. 

The goal of the bishops is not "to tell Catholics for 
whom or against whom to vote." What they do want 
Catholics to do is to knowledgeably assess the issues 
and candidates from the perspective of their faith. 

Thou shalt not make purely partisan decisions in 
which faith is an afterthought, but thou shalt vote. In 
fact, the Catechism of the Catholic Church calls voting 
"morally obligatory" (No. 2240). 

No political party perfectly aligns with the priorities 
and teachings of the church, which is why this demo-
cratic exercise demands an educated conscience, pru-
dence and humility. "Faithful Citizenship" is a great 
place to start. 

- - - 
Erlandson, director and editor-in-chief of Catholic 

News Service, can be reached at  
gerlandson@catholicnews.com.

Greg Erlandson 
Catholic News Service 
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Catholic News Service 

 
Question Corner



y desempeño de los candidatos. Debe-
mos analizar las promesas de la cam-
pañas con un ojo crítico y hacer 
nuestras elecciones de voto de acuerdo 
con principios, no simplemente por su 
afiliación política o el interés propio 
(FC, núm. 41). 

El documento aborda la cuestión de 
los votantes de un solo tema en la sec-
ción 42: “Como católicos, no votamos 
basándonos en una sola cuestión. La 
posición de un candidato respecto a 
una sola cuestión no es suficiente para 
garantizar el apoyo del votante. Sin 
embargo, la posición de un candidato 
respecto a una sola cuestión relacion-
ada con un mal intrínseco, como es el 
apoyo al aborto legal o la promoción 
del racismo, puede llevar legítima-
mente al votante a descalificar a un 
candidato y no recibir su apoyo” (FC, 
núm. 42). 

La siguiente sección del doc-
umento enumera cuatro principios bá-
sicos de la doctrina social católica que 
dan forma a nuestra participación en la 
vida política de cualquier sociedad. 
Estos son la dignidad de la persona hu-
mana, la subsidiariedad, el bien 
común, y la solidaridad. 

La dignidad de la persona humana 
es la base de una visión moral para la 
sociedad. Este principio nos llama a 
oponernos a todo lo siguiente: aborto, 
eutanasia, suicidio asistido, la clona-
ción humana, la fecundación in vitro, 
la destrucción de embriones humanos 
para la investigación científica, la tor-
tura, a la guerra injusta, y al uso indis-
criminado de drones con fines 
violentos, genocidio, y los ataques 
contra los no combatientes en la 
guerra, el racismo, la trata de personas, 
y el uso de la pena de muerte como un 
medio para proteger a la sociedad de 
los delitos violentos. También nos 
llama a buscar superar la pobreza y el 
sufrimiento (ver FC, núms. 44-45). 

El principio de subsidiariedad nos 
recuerda que las funciones de gobierno 
deben realizarse al nivel más bajo po-
sible, siempre que se puedan realizar 
de manera adecuada. Si no pueden, en-
tonces un nivel superior de gobierno 
debería intervenir para brindar ayuda 
(ver FC, núms. 46-48). 

El principio del bien común enseña 
que todos tienen la responsabilidad de 
contribuir al bien de toda la sociedad. 
Esto tiene implicaciones para la digni-
dad y los derechos de los trabajadores, 
la libertad de conciencia, el derecho a 
la libre expresión de las creencias reli-
giosas, y la buena administración de la 

creación de Dios (ver FC, núms. 49-
51). 

El principio de solidaridad afirma 
que somos una sola familia humana. 
Nuestras responsabilidades mutuas 
cruzan diferencias nacionales, raciales, 
étnicas, económicas, e ideológicas. Es-
tamos llamados a trabajar globalmente 
por la justicia. El sufrimiento de nues-
tros semejantes, por muy lejos que 
estén, debe ser motivo de preocupación 
para todos nosotros (ver FC, núms. 52-
56). 

A la luz de nuestros principios éti-
cos básicos, el documento presenta un 
resumen de las posiciones políticas de 
la Conferencia de Obispos Católicos de 
los Estados Unidos en las secciones 
63-90. Estos están destinados a guiar a 
los católicos a medida que forman su 
conciencia y reflexionan sobre las di-
mensiones morales de la sociedad y la 
política. Estas posiciones políticas in-
cluyen lo siguiente: 

• Abordar el requisito preeminente 
de proteger la vida humana. 

• Proteger la comprensión funda-
mental del matrimonio como el com-
promiso exclusivo de por vida entre un 
hombre y una mujer. 

• Promover la complementariedad 
de los sexos y rechazar las falsas ideo-
logías de género. 

• Proteger el bienestar de los niños. 

• Evitar la guerra y promover la 
paz. 

• Garantizar la protección de la 
conciencia y promover la libertad reli-
giosa en el país y en el extranjero. 

• Apoyar los derechos de los traba-
jadores. 

• Fomentar la creación de empleo 
para todos los que puedan trabajar. 

• Afirmar la libertad económica, la 
iniciativa, y el derecho a la propiedad 
privada. 

• Proteger a los consumidores de 
las tasas de interés abusivas que co-
bran muchos prestamistas de día de 
pago. 

• Apoyar a las comunidades agríco-
las rurales. 

• Luchar contra el hambre y la pob-
reza. 

• Brindar atención médica ase-
quible y accesible que respete la santi-
dad de la vida humana y las 
convicciones morales y religiosas. 

• Abordar el cambio climático 
global. 

• Oponerse a la discriminación in-
justa. 

• Lograr una reforma migratoria in-
tegral. 

• Apoyar la elección de los padres 
en la educación. 

• Reformar el sistema quebrado de 
justicia penal. 
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specific policy choices (such as armed 
conflict, housing, health care, or im-
migration), these recommendations do 
not carry the same moral authority as 
statements of universal moral teach-
ings. Nevertheless, we consider this 
guidance to be essential for shedding 
the light of the Gospel and Catholic 
teaching on prudential moral judg-
ments (FC, no. 33). 

Sections 34 and 35 of the doc-
ument merit close attention, and they 
should be read very carefully: “A 
Catholic cannot vote for a candidate 
who favors a policy promoting an in-
trinsically evil act, such as abortion, 
euthanasia, assisted suicide, delib-
erately subjecting workers or the poor 
to sub-human living conditions, rede-
fining marriage in ways that violate its 
essential meaning, or racist behavior, 
if the voter’s intent is to support that 
position. In such cases, a Catholic 
would be guilty of formal cooperation 
in grave evil. At the same time, a voter 
should not use a candidate’s opposi-
tion to an intrinsic evil to justify indif-
ference or inattentiveness to other 
important moral issues involving 
human life and dignity” (FC, no. 34). 

“There may be times when a Cath-
olic who rejects a candidate’s unac-
ceptable position even on policies 
promoting an intrinsically evil act may 
reasonably decide to vote for that can-
didate for other morally grave reasons. 
Voting in this way would be permis-

sible only for truly grave moral rea-
sons, not to advance narrow interests 
or partisan preferences or to ignore a 
fundamental moral evil” (FC, no. 35). 

In voting, we should consider the 
candidates’ integrity, philosophy, and 
performance. We should analyze their 
campaign rhetoric critically, and make 
our voting choices according to princi-
ple, not merely on the basis of party 
affiliation or self-interest (FC, no. 41). 

The document addresses the ques-
tion of single-issue voters in section 
42: “As Catholics we are not single-
issue voters. A candidate’s position on 
a single issue is not sufficient to guar-
antee a voter’s support. Yet if a candi-
date’s position on a single issue 
promotes an intrinsically evil act, such 
as legal abortion, redefining marriage 
in a way that denies its essential mean-
ing, or racist behavior, a voter may le-
gitimately disqualify a candidate from 
receiving support” (FC, no. 42). 

The next section of the document 
lists four basic principles of Catholic 
social teaching which shape our in-
volvement in the political life of any 
society.  These are the dignity of the 
human person, subsidiarity, the com-
mon good, and solidarity. 

The dignity of the human person is 
the foundation of a moral vision for 
society. This principle calls us to op-
pose all of the following: abortion, eu-
thanasia, assisted suicide, human 
cloning, in vitro fertilization, the de-
struction of human embryos for re-
search, torture, unjust war, the 
indiscriminate use of drones for vio-
lent purposes, genocide, direct and in-

tentional attacks against noncombat-
ants in war, racism, human trafficking, 
and the use of the death penalty as a 
means of protecting society from vio-
lent crime. It also calls us to seek to 
overcome poverty and suffering (See 
FC, nos. 44-45). 

The principle of subsidiarity re-
minds us that the functions of govern-
ment should be performed at the 
lowest level possible, as long as they 
can be performed adequately. If they 
cannot, then a higher level of govern-
ment should intervene to provide help 
(See FC, nos. 46-48). 

The principle of the common good 
teaches that everyone has a respon-
sibility to contribute to the good of the 
whole society. This has implications 
for the dignity and rights of workers, 
the freedom of conscience, the right to 
free expression of religious beliefs, 
and good stewardship of God’s crea-
tion (See FC, nos. 49-51). 

The principle of solidarity affirms 
that we are one human family. Our re-
sponsibilities to each other cross na-
tional, racial, ethnic, economic, and 
ideological differences. We are called 
to work globally for justice. The suf-
fering of our fellow human beings, no 
matter how far away, should be a 
matter of concern for all of us (See 
FC, nos. 52-56). 

In light of our basic ethical princi-
ples, the document presents a summary 
of policy positions of the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops in sections 
63-90. These are intended to guide 
Catholics as they form their con-
sciences and reflect on the moral di-

mensions of society and politics. 
These policy positions include the fol-
lowing: 

• Address the preeminent require-
ment to protect human life. 

• Protect the fundamental under-
standing of marriage as the lifelong, 
exclusive commitment between one 
man and one woman. 

• Promote the complementarity of 
the sexes and reject false gender ideo-
logies. 

• Protect the well-being of chil-
dren. 

• Avoid war and promote peace. 
• Ensure conscience protection and 

promote religious liberty at home and 
abroad. 

• Support the rights of workers. 
• Foster the creation of jobs for all 

who can work. 
• Affirm economic freedom, initia-

tive, the right to private property. 
• Protect consumers from the ex-

ploitative interest rates charged by 
many payday lenders. 

• Support rural agricultural com-
munities. 

• Fight hunger and poverty. 
• Provide affordable and accessible 

health care that respects the sanctity of 
human life and moral and religious 
convictions. 

• Address global climate change. 
• Oppose unjust discrimination. 
• Achieve comprehensive immigra-

tion reform. 
• Support parental choice in educa-

tion. 
• Reform the broken criminal jus-

tice system. 

BISHOP 
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The official Flocknote of the Diocese of San 

Angelo. Receive texts or emails with important 

news, updates, and messages from the diocese. 

 

Two ways to join: 

1) Text DOSA to 84576 

OR 

2) Visit https://app.flocknote.com/dosamail
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Diocese of San Angelo on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/DioceseofSanAngelo 

 

Bishop Michael Sis on Twitter: 

@SABishopMike

On the Web 

 

www.sanangelodiocese.org

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat, 

healing after an abortion.  

 

These retreats are strictly 

confidential and are open to 

men and women.

English retreat:  October 16-18, 2020.  

Contact Priscella: 432-897-4788 

EDICTAL SUMMONS 
October 1, 2020 

CASE:  CORTEZ -- VILLANUEVA 
NO.:  SO/20/49 

 
The Tribunal Office of the Catholic Diocese of San Angelo is seeking ESPIRIDION SAN-

CHEZ VILLANUEVA. 
You are hereby summoned to appear before the Tribunal of the Catholic Diocese of San 

Angelo, at 804 Ford Street, San Angelo, Texas 76905, on or before the 30th day of October 
2020, to answer to the Petition of GLORIA VELZQUEZ CORTEZ, now introduced before the 
Diocesan Tribunal in an action styled, “GLORIA CORTEZ and ESPIRIDION VILLANUEVA, Pe-
tition for Declaration of Invalidity of Marriage.” Said Petition is identified as Case: CORTEZ -- 
VILLANUEVA; Protocol No.: SO/20/49, on the Tribunal Docket of the Diocese of San Angelo. 

You may communicate with the Tribunal in person or in writing.  Failure to communicate 
within the prescribed period of time will be considered your consent for the Tribunal to continue 
its proceedings in the above-named case. 

Given at the Tribunal of the Diocese of San Angelo on October 1, 2020. 
 

Reverend Tom Barley, MSW, MBA, M. Div., JCL 
Judicial Vicar

Safe Environment audit: Diocese of San Angelo in full compliance

By Bishop Michael J. Sis 
 

During the month of August 2020, the 
Diocese of San Angelo completed an audit of 
its Safe Environment programs by auditors 
from Stonebridge Business Partners of Roch-
ester, New York, an independent firm com-
missioned by the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), to ensure 
compliance with the USCCB Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People. 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it was nec-
essary this year to conduct the audit by vi-
deoconferencing and phone calls rather than 
the traditional on-site audit. Despite the extra 
steps involved, the audit was completed on 
time with minimum inconvenience or com-
plications. 

The Charter, originally adopted by the 
USCCB in November 2002, and sub-
sequently revised in 2011 and 2018, sets 
forth specific requirements which enable di-
oceses across the country to establish safe 
environment programs to protect children 

and youth from sexual abuse as well as other 
forms of abuse. This recent audit examined 
diocesan Safe Environment policies; dioce-
san Safe Environment programs for church 
personnel, parents, and children; as well as 
procedures for assisting victims of sexual 
abuse. As bishop, I am happy to report that 
Stonebridge has informed the diocese that, 
based on the analysis of the audit, the Dio-
cese of San Angelo continues its status of 
being in full compliance with the Charter for 
the Protection of Children and Young People 
for the 2019/2020 Charter audit period. 

Since implementation of the Charter and 
the first compliance audit in 2003, the dio-
cese has been found to be in full compliance 
with all articles of the Charter in each audit 
period for the past 18 years. I am pleased 
with the results of this audit and grateful for 
the hard work of hundreds of people 
throughout our diocese in 29 counties — 
pastors, deacons, women religious, and lay 
leaders — who provide a safe and sacred en-
vironment for all of our children and youth 

in the many programs and ministries we pro-
vide for them. Once again, this audit has 
given us a great opportunity to step back and 
see what we have accomplished and explore 
areas where we can make adjustments or im-
provements. 

Since 2002 the Diocese of San Angelo 
has conducted over 40,000 background 
checks and provided Safe Environment train-
ing for over 15,000 individuals who work 
with children and youth throughout the dio-
cese. In addition, over 17,000 parents and 
other interested parties have attended semi-
nars that the diocese has presented on pre-
venting child sexual abuse. The diocese will 
continue to move forward, continuing ef-
forts, not only to provide a safe environment 
for our children and youth in our church pro-
grams, but also to raise the awareness of 
child sexual abuse in society and steps that 
everyone can take to help protect our chil-
dren. Everyone in the church and the broader 
society must remain ever vigilant in our ef-
forts to prevent abuse. 

New San 

Angelo-area  

coordinator for 

DOSA pro-life 

ministry
Stephanie Socha recently took 

over the role of San Angelo-area 
coordinator for the Diocese of San 
Angelo’s pro-life ministries. 

Socha and her husband Larry 
have both been members of Holy 
Angels Church in San Angelo 
since 1973, during which time 
they have both been involved in 
pro-life activities. 

Socha joins Abilene-area co-
ordinator Jim Sulliman, Midland-
area coordinator Gina Aaron, 
Odessa-area coordinator Deacon 
Edward Gonzalez, and diocesan 
director Jerry Peters.
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the subject — hasn't essentially changed over time, I 
would argue our technological revolution has anesthe-
tized people to its sting. 

What I had used as a deterrent in my classroom — 
the fear of being discovered — is now encouraged 
and rewarded by social media platforms. The more sa-
lacious the post, the more likely it is to garner atten-
tion. 

Gossip may be shared between two people, let's 
say by a tweet and reply or a Facebook post on 
another person's wall, but it is shared with the knowl-

edge that both parties' followers will see it. What is 
most pernicious is that it's often shared not in spite of 
that knowledge but because of it. 

Some people have followers that range in the 
thousands to tens of thousands, which only com-
pounds its blow. 

Jesus warns his followers, "For there is nothing 
hidden that will not become visible, and nothing se-
cret that will not be known and come to light" (Lk 
8:17). 

Yet some of the most nefarious online gossip is 
spread on Catholic keyboards. Though online com-
mentators are often motivated by a desire to correct a 
false witness, a fundamental Catholic moral principle 
is that the ends can never justify the means. 

It is this behavior by Christians that Pope Francis 
condemned in his recent Angelus. Gossip undermines 
the communion of the church, which should be the 
goal of all fraternal correction. He reminded the faith-
ful that it is the devil who sows discord and division. 

Perhaps we Catholics might pause a few minutes 
before we post something online and ask ourselves, 
"What profit will it be for me to gain a few retweets 
and likes but to lose my soul?" 

The 17- and 18-year-olds whom I taught were 
able to learn that lesson. I hope that adult men and 
women can, too. 

- - - 
Elise Italiano Ureneck is a communications con-

sultant and is a columnist for Catholic News Service.

URENECK 
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one of my great-grandfathers, as a child, made it to 
America on a famine ship with his family. 

In Boland's poem, a tribute to love between a 
man and woman, the protagonists are not as for-
tunate as my great-grandfather. In the bitter winter 
of 1847, they perish together of the Great Hunger, he 
protecting her with the last warmth of his dying 

body. 
Life has never been easy, but I still chafe at those 

who say we're a bunch of sissies who just need to 
buck up. Not quite. We're in the middle of challeng-
ing times right now. 

We need to be gentle with ourselves and with 
others. We need to listen for those in pain. We need 
to find silence. And when we can't pray, we turn our 
troubles over to Jesus and just let him be with us. 

I love this quote from J.R.R. Tolkien's "Lord of 
the Rings." 

"Frodo: I wish the ring had never come to me. I 
wish none of this had happened. Gandalf: So do all 
who live to see such times, but that is not for them to 
decide. All we have to decide is what to do with the 
time that is given to us." 

Cemeteries always remind me of the swift pas-
sage of time and the history that we often forget. 

Don't set big goals right now. Don't worry about 
great accomplishments. Honor instead this brief time 
that has been given to us and try to cover someone 
you love with warmth.

CALDAROLA 
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imprinted on the lives of our brothers and sisters” 
(OWOH, p. 10). Do we take time to listen to the 
stories of others and validate their experiences and 
feelings? We must provide a safe space for our 
brothers and sisters of color to share their experiences 
of racism and prejudice. We can also learn from their 
stories how we, individually and collectively, can 
better address issues of racial injustice. We can also 
learn how, at times unknowingly, our own actions 
contribute to an attitude of superiority.  

“The truth that we must face is straightforward. 
When one culture meets another, lack of awareness 
and understanding often leads to grossly distorted 
value judgments and prejudice. This prejudice fuels 
attitudes of superiority that are embedded in, and re-
inforced by, social structures and laws. This is evident 
in how white European immigrants and pioneers acted 
in their encounters with Native Americans; it is 
equally evident in the treatment of Africans who were 
enslaved and brought to the shores of America” 
(OWOH, p. 13). In listening to the stories of those 
who have experienced racism, it can help to make us 
more aware of those structures and laws that need to 
be addressed in order to bring about justice. We can 
then act on that by advocating and using our vote in a 
way that brings about needed change and justice. 
Prayer and dialogue alone are not sufficient. There 
must be action to bring about change.  

We must address the issue of racism and racial in-

justices within our communities and as a community 
of faith. This will mean different things for different 
communities, but no community is exempt. It may 
mean anti-racism training at all levels — from reli-
gious education to priestly formation. It may mean 
changing how we have done things in the past. We can 
no longer act from the framework of a European im-
migrant church. We must get out of our pocket of iso-
lation and recognize the fact that we are an 
intercultural church. That recognition must lead to in-
corporating other cultures and their expression of our 
Catholic faith in all aspects of our ministries and litur-
gies. We must remember that the most welcoming 
way is not necessarily the most efficient way. For 
some of us, it may mean learning to be comfortable 
with being uncomfortable. It is not about my parish or 
my faith, but our parish and our faith. We must stop 
asking who has the biggest population and must start 
allowing all communities — regardless of size — to 
feel welcome. And we must remember that it is not 
our place to decide what is welcoming, but that deter-
mination is left solely to those we are trying to wel-
come.  

It means engaging in the task of educating our 
conscience. If I hear that an idea, policy, or action is a 
racist one even though it may not seem racist to me, 
as a morally responsible Catholic, I should be open to 
listening to and researching how racism might play a 
role in that idea, action, or policy. Anti-racism is not 
simply a commitment to saying, “I will not say or do 
racist things.” It is a combination of continually fight-
ing racism within myself, practicing the actions of ra-
cial equality in my life, and fighting against the evil 

of racism in all its forms within society — including 
seeking to bring about racial justice where racial in-
justice is present.  

As a church, it is time to ask uncomfortable ques-
tions of ourselves. Do our ministries truly include and 
welcome all people? How are we prompting tolerance 
and inclusion in the Body of Christ? Faithful and re-
sponsive ministry promotes the skills, attitudes, and 
behaviors that are needed to be disciples and Christian 
leaders in our diverse church and society. Our mini-
stry offerings must provide education, spiritual forma-
tion, and open and honest reflections on the issues of 
our time, including racism, privilege, and prejudice.  

Even though the church has wonderful teachings, 
wonderful resources in print, if we’re not willing to 
struggle with these communities, how do we say 
we’re relevant to them and that we care about them? 
We must transform our church into an active force for 
justice and a solace when the world seems to tell 
people of color they do not matter. And this work 
must begin now.  

- - - 
Note: To read a copy of Open Wide Our Hearts, or 

to find other anti-racism resources, including a free 
webinar series, go to 
https://nfcym.org/resources/topics/combating-racism/. 

A free study guide for Open Wide Our Hearts is 
available at https://www.usccb.org/resources/open-
wide-our-hearts-study-guide. 

- - - 
Alison Pope is an associate director of the Dio-

cese of San Angelo’s Office of Evangelization and 
Catechesis. 

POPE 
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Tomb of young Italian tech whiz opened for veneration

By Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service 
 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The tomb 
of Carlo Acutis, a 15-year-old Italian teen-
ager who used his computer programming 
skills to spread devotion to the Eucharist, 
was opened for veneration before his be-
atification in Assisi. 

A statement released by the Diocese 
of Assisi Oct. 1 said the tomb will remain 
open for veneration until Oct. 17. Acutis' 
beatification Mass will be held Oct. 10 in 
the Basilica of St. Francis. 

The opening of the tomb was fol-
lowed by a Mass presided by Archbishop 

Domenico Sorrentino of Assisi. 
The diocesan statement quoted Anto-

nia Salzano, Actuis' mother, as saying she 
was "overjoyed that Carlo's tomb has fi-
nally been opened" and that those who 
have been touched by the young teen's life 
"will be able to see him and venerate him 
in a stronger and more engaging way." 

"We hope that through the exposition 
of Carlo's body, the faithful will be able to 
raise with more fervor and faith their 
prayers to God who, through Carlo, in-
vites us all to have more faith, hope and 
love for him and for our brothers and 
sisters just as Carlo did in his earthly life," 
she said. 

Photos of the remains of the soon-to-
be-beatified teen revealed he was buried 
in jeans and a simple track suit jacket — 
the attire he was accustomed to wearing 
and what is seen in many of the photos 
taken of him during his life. 

Before his death from leukemia in 
2006, Acutis was an average teen with an 
above-average knack for computers. He 
put that knowledge to use by creating an 
online database of eucharistic miracles 
around the world. 

In his exhortation on young people, 
Christus Vivit (Christ Lives), Pope Francis 
said Acutis was a role model for young 
people today who are often tempted by 

the traps of "self-absorption, isolation and 
empty pleasure." 

"Carlo was well-aware that the whole 
apparatus of communications, advertising 
and social networking can be used to lull 
us, to make us addicted to consumerism 
and buying the latest thing on the market, 
obsessed with our free time, caught up in 
negativity," the pope wrote. 

"Yet he knew how to use the new 
communications technology to transmit 
the Gospel, to communicate values and 
beauty," he said. 

– – – 
Follow Arocho on Twitter:  

@arochoju
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Es común que las campañas políticas se valgan de lenguaje 
que evoque la lucha entre el bien y el mal. No nos debe sor-
prender. Este es un tema que juega un papel fundamental en 
nuestro imaginario literario, religioso y de cultura popular. Sin 
embargo, dicho dualismo se hace tóxico e incluso peligroso 
cuando impone que las personas encajen en un lado o el otro. 

La tradición católica afirma que toda persona es intrínseca-
mente buena. Aun así, como seres finitos tenemos que aceptar 
nuestras imperfecciones y limitaciones. ¿Por cuál de los candi-
datos imperfectos he de votar? 

Ningún candidato político representará fielmente las esper-
anzas más nobles de las comunidades de fe, lo cual no es nove-
dad. Ninguno lo ha hecho o lo hará. Lo mínimo que podemos 
esperar de aquellos candidatos que se identifican con una tradi-
ción religiosa es que se inspiren en los mejores elementos de 
esta tradición para servir a todos por igual. 

El sistema político estadounidense no es una teocracia sino 
una democracia. Imperfecta, ciertamente, pero se mantiene 
como un sistema que en principio garantiza que cualquier per-
sona pueda elegir o ser elegida sin ser limitada por barreras reli-
giosas o sin ningún tipo de coerción, ya sea de carácter secular 
o religioso. 

Los católicos estadounidenses entienden esto. Hace unos 
150 años, muchas personas en esta nación dudaban que los ca-

tólicos podían participar activamente en la vida pública de la 
nación. Pues bien, lo hemos hecho y muy bien. 

¿Por cuál de los candidatos imperfectos he de votar? En úl-
tima instancia, la respuesta a este interrogante se encuentra en 
nuestra conciencia, "el núcleo más secreto y el sagrario" de 
cada persona, como nos lo recuerda el Concilio Vaticano II. 

En su documento "Formando la conciencia para ser ciuda-
danos fieles", los obispos católicos de los Estados Unidos afir-
maron con toda claridad: "La responsabilidad de tomar 
decisiones en la vida política recae en cada individuo a la luz de 
una conciencia debidamente formada". Aquí los obispos tratan 
a los ciudadanos católicos como adultos. 

Mi plan es votar como fiel ciudadano católico. Para ello se-
guiré la recomendación de los obispos de formar mi conciencia. 
También ejerceré mi responsabilidad personal de estudiar en 
detalle a los candidatos, sus acciones y sus plataformas pol-
íticas. 

Oro por la sabiduría de votar de buena fe por servidores 
públicos que, a pesar de sus imperfecciones, con una conciencia 
formada yo mismo pueda considerar que son decentes, trabaja-
dores, dedicados al bien común, que respeten la vida y la digni-
dad humana en todo momento, comprometidos con la verdad y 
la justicia, idóneos y capaces de trabajar con otras personas. 
Espero elegir personas que pueda presentar a mis hijos como 
servidores públicos que inspiran y dan buen ejemplo. 

- - - 
Ospino es profesor de teología y educación religiosa en 

Boston College.

OSPINO 
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Entonces, ¿qué hace Jesús con Pedro? No pide una explica-
ción, no pide una disculpa, no le dice a Pedro que está bien, no 
ofrece excusas para Pedro, y ni siquiera le dice a Pedro que lo 
ama. En lugar de eso, le pregunta a Pedro: "¿Me quieres?" 
Pedro responde que sí, y todo sigue adelante a partir de ahí. 

A partir de este momento todo avanza. Todo tiene futuro 
después de una confesión de amor, sobre todo una confesión 
honesta de amor después de una traición. Las disculpas son 
necesarias (porque eso es hacerse cargo de la falta y la debili-
dad para sacarla completamente del alma de quien fue traicion-
ado) pero las excusas no ayudan. Si la acción no fue una 
traición, no es necesaria ninguna excusa; si lo fue, ninguna ex-
cusa la absuelve. Una excusa o un intento de excusa sirve para 
dos propósitos, ninguno de ellos bueno. En primer lugar, sirve 
para racionalizar y justificar, ninguna de estas dos cosas es útil 
para el traidor o el traicionado. En segundo lugar, debilita la 
disculpa y la hace menos clara y radical, por lo que no elimina 
completamente la traición del alma de quien ha sido traicion-
ado; y, por eso, no es tan útil una expresión de amor como lo es 
un reconocimiento claro y honesto de nuestra traición y una dis-
culpa que no intenta excusar su debilidad y traición. 

Lo que el amor nos pide cuando somos débiles es asumir de 
forma honesta, no racionalizada, de nuestra debilidad junto con 
una declaración que nace del corazón: "¡Te amo!" Las cosas 

pueden avanzar a partir de ahí. El pasado y nuestra traición no 
se borran, ni se excusan; pero, en el amor, podemos vivir más 
allá de ellos. Expurgar, excusar o racionalizar es no vivir en la 
verdad; es injusto para el traicionado ya que él o ella carga con 
las consecuencias y las cicatrices. 

Sólo el amor puede llevarnos más allá de la debilidad y la 
traición y este es un principio importante no sólo para aquellos 
casos en la vida en que traicionamos y herimos a un ser quer-
ido, sino para nuestra comprensión de la vida en general. 
Somos humanos, no divinos, y como tales estamos acosados, 
congénitamente, cuerpo y mente, con debilidades e insuficien-
cias de todo tipo. Ninguno de nosotros, como dice San Pablo 
gráficamente en su Epístola a los Romanos, está a la altura. El 
bien que queremos hacer, terminamos no haciéndolo, y el mal 
que queremos evitar, terminamos habitualmente haciéndolo. 
Una parte de esto, por supuesto, es comprensible, excusable, así 
como otra parte es inexcusable, excepto por el hecho de que 
somos humanos y parcialmente un misterio para nosotros mis-
mos. De cualquier manera, al final del día, no se pide ninguna 
justificación o excusa (o ayuda). No avanzamos en la relación 
diciéndole a Dios o a alguien a quien hemos lastimado: 
"¡Tienes que entender! En esa situación, ¿qué otra cosa podía 
hacer yo también? No quería hacerte daño, ¡sólo que era dema-
siado débil para resistirme!" Eso no ayuda, ni es necesario. Las 
cosas avanzan cuando, sin excusas, admitimos la debilidad y 
nos disculpamos por la infidelidad. Como Pedro cuando Jesús 
se lo pidió tres veces: "¿Me amas?" de nuestros corazones tene-
mos que decir: "Tú lo sabes todo, sabes que te amo".

ROLHEISER 
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EDICTAL SUMMONS 
October 1, 2020 

CASE:  LEVARIO -- LOZANO 
NO.:  SO/20/48 

 
The Tribunal Office of the Catholic Diocese of San Angelo is seeking ROSIE LOZANO. 
 
You are hereby summoned to appear before the Tribunal of the Catholic Diocese of San Angelo, at 804 Ford 

Street, San Angelo, Texas 76905, on or before the 30th day of October 2020, to answer to the Petition of VICTOR 
ALFONSO LEVARIO, now introduced before the Diocesan Tribunal in an action styled, “VICTOR LEVARIO and 
ROSIE LOZANO, Petition for Declaration of Invalidity of Marriage.” Said Petition is identified as Case: LEVARIO -- 
LOZANO; Protocol No.: SO/20/48, on the Tribunal Docket of the Diocese of San Angelo. 

 
You may communicate with the Tribunal in person or in writing.  Failure to communicate within the prescribed 

period of time will be considered your consent for the Tribunal to continue its proceedings in the above-named case. 
 
Given at the Tribunal of the Diocese of San Angelo on the October 1, 2020. 
 

Reverend Tom Barley, MSW, MBA, M. Div., JCL 
Judicial Vicar
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Good Shepherd Parish in Crane celebrated first Communion in two different Masses on Aug. 22, 2020.

COURTESYCOURTESY

COURTESY

The communities of St. Lawrence in St. Lawrence, St. Thomas in Midkiff, and St. Paschal in 
Sterling City held their confirmation Mass Aug. 16, 2020.

COURTESY

The first Communion class of Sacred Heart Parish in  
McCamey.

ALAN TORRE | APTORRE PHOTOGRAPHY

Bishop Michael Sis paid a visit to 
the students of St. Mary Central 
Catholic School in Odessa on 
Sept. 4, 2020. While on campus, 
Bishop Sis blessed each of the 
classrooms at the school.

Sacraments 
and  

School Days
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