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Friend us on Facebook, 

or check out 

sanangelodiocese.org

Bishop on SCOTUS, DOMA
The United States Supreme Court

has usurped an authority that has not
been given to it by the natural law, nor
by the Divine law that goes back to the
first book of the Bible. As the U.S.
Bishops have stated constantly, no gov-
ernment, no church, no President, or
Prime Minister, or Emperor has the
authority to change the ancient tradi-
tional definition of marriage that has a
Divine source and is evident in natural
law. Full statement / Pg. 5

Serving the Diocese of San Angelo, Texas
Volume XXXIII, No. 7                                 JULY 2013

From the Editor:
Diocese to intro-
duce Flocknotes,

a new, more
immediate way to
communicate with

West Texas
parishioners. Pg. 3

Parishioners in

Menard gather to

commemorate

historic fall of

San Saba

Mission / Pg. 10

The Priestly Ordination of
Father Lorenzo Hatch                       Father Innocent Eziefule

Father Sam Matthiesen                              Father Francis Onyekozuru

Saturday, June 8, 2013
Story, photos, Pgs. 11-13

P
h

o
to

 b
y 

M
. 

F
le

tc
h

er
 (

A
.P

. 
T

o
rr

e)



Page 2 JULY 2013  The Angelus

From the Bishop’s Desk

DIOCESAN BRIEFS

Bishop

Pfeifer

Santa Muerte cult is sinister, infernal — and no saint at all

West Texas Angelus wins pair of awards
for news writing at national convention

DENVER — The West Texas Angelus received two
national Honorable Mention awards for News Writing last
month at the annual Catholic Media Convention awards
ceremony in Denver. The Angelus was honored for a
package of stories on the increase in teen suicides in
Midland in the January 2012 edition as well as a story on
a lightning storm that damaged the 100-year-old St.
Mary, Star of the Sea Church in Ballinger. Bishop
Michael D. Pfeifer, editor Jimmy Patterson and Baron
Batch, former Midland High and Texas Tech football play-
er and now a member of the NFL Pittsburgh Steelers,
contributed to the package of writing about teen suicides
that was recognized. The Catholic Press Association is a
600-member organization comprised of newspapers,
magazines and book publishers in the U.S. and Canada.
The Angelus honors were for newspapers with circula-
tions up to 17,000.

Immigration Services office opens in San
Angelo; Abilene office remains open

The Diocese of San Angelo is pleased to announce
that beginning July 15, 2013 Nelly Diaz will be available
to provide services for the San Angelo area at the San
Angelo Immigration Services Office, located at the
Franciscan Resource Center, 133 W. Concho, Suite 108,
in San Angelo on Mondays 9 a.m.-5 p.m. and Tuesday, 
8 a.m.-4 p.m. She will continue to provide immigration
services in Abilene at the Immigration Services Office
located in the Abilene Independent School District build-
ing located at 1929 S. 11th Street on Wednesdays-
Fridays, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Services include assistance in
completing forms such as Naturalization and Citizenship
Applications, Alien Relative Petitions, Adjustment of
Status Immigrations Benefit Applications, Temporary
Protective Status, Deferred Action for Childhood Arrival
(Dream Act), Waiver of Disability, and Work Permits.  For
more information you can reach Nelly at (325) 212-6192.

FALL FESTIVALS
Make sure to send your fall festival and fair information to

The Angelus, Let us know  dates, times, food and fun by
sending an email to jimmyleepatterson@gmail.com.

St. Margaret’s Festival
BIG LAKE — THE 13th Annual Family Festival at St.

Margaret of Cortona, August 9-11, will feature a Men's
Softball Tourney, food, game booths and activities for all to
enjoy. The tournament fee is $150 per team. 1st, 2nd and
3rd with MVP trophies and 1st place t-shirts. Come join
our community at the Reagan County Park in Big Lake.

St. Lawrence Festival
The 57th St. Lawrence Fall Festival will be Sunday,

October 6, 2013 ... more later

Papal audience on tap for Cathedral pilgrims
Msgr. Maurice Voity has announced the dates for the

annual Cathedral Pilgrimage to Italy. Pilgrims will depart by
air from San Angelo, Abilene, or DFW on Dec. 31, 2013,
and return on Jan. 9, 2014.

This year Msgr. Voity has requested participation in a
Papal Audience with His Holiness, Pope Francis, to be
held at the Vatican on Jan. 8, 2014. 

The group will spend two nights in Assisi, two nights in
Florence, and four nights in Rome. All accommodations are
in first-class hotels with private baths in double occupancy.
Msgr. Voity will celebrate Masses for the group at the Tomb
of St. Francis in Assisi, and also at St. Catherine’s Chapel,
the Church of Santa Maria Novella in Florence, and on the
Altar/Tomb of Blessed John Paul II in St. Peter’s Basilica.

The cost includes daily breakfast, and most dinners.  A
festive meal and entertainment will be held one evening in
the Tuscan countryside outside of Florence. Cost for the
pilgrimage in double-occupancy is $3,229 per person from
San Angelo or Abilene, and $3,129 per person from DFW.

For more information, or to receive a flyer/booking slip,
contact Sacred Heart Cathedral in San Angelo at 325-658-
6567, or email Msgr. Voity at mjvoity@hotmail.com.

All reservations are first-come, first-served.

By Most Rev. Michael D. Pfeifer, OMI

The cult “Santa Muerte” has been called by
Cardinal Gianfranco Ravasi, President of the
Pontifical Council for Culture, sinister and infernal.
This diabolical “Santa Muerte” cult has been bur-
geoning on both sides of the U.S-Mexico border.

The Santa Muerte cult is in no way santa (holy) but
rather is, as Cardinal Ravasi has said, a celebration of
devastation and of hell. It is a terrible blasphemy
against God and is a false religiosity promoted by
organized crime and drug traffickers. These groups
celebrate death. It is in no way a true religion that cel-
ebrates life and justice and the dignity and sacredness
of each person. La Santa Muerte has been called the
“la religiosidad de narcos”—drug traffickers who fal-
sify religion.

The Santa Muerte is a skeletal figure of a cloaked
woman with a scythe, or blade, in her bony hand.

This cult is worshipped by drug dealers in Mexico
and by the terrified people who live in drug-torn
neighborhoods, and sadly in Texas, especially along
the border. The devotion to the Santa Muerte, a
female figure, goes directly against the true teaching
of our Catholic Church and puts one in connection
with the enemy of Christ, Satan. From a Christian
perspective, we have every assurance based on the
Word of God that Christ has already defeated his last
enemy —death — through His resurrection and has
given us the Holy Spirit to guide us on the right path
as we live each day with Christ preparing us for a
holy death that will open the gates of heaven for us.

The Santa Muerte engages in Satanism and many of
its followers, Santa Muertistas, have committed
heinous crimes in the name of the skeletal folk so
called saint. Human sacrifice, narco-assassinations
and other lurid crimes have been committed in
Mexico and to some degree in the U.S. by devotees

who believe that Saint Death sanctions and blesses
these nefarious needs.     

Cardinal Ravasi points out that the Santa Muerte is
not a religion just because it is dressed up like a reli-
gion. The cardinal stresses the importance to impress
upon young people that these criminal groups have no
religion, and that their activities run counter to
human, social and cultural values.

To counteract this satanic cult it is important to be
faithful to Christ, our Good Shepherd, who has con-
quered sin, death and Satan himself, and to live by the
guidance of the Holy Spirit and call on the protection
of Our Lady of Guadalupe. And remember, that the
true santas and santos in our Catholic faith are women
and men who down through the ages have witnessed
by holy lives to the Risen Savior, have rejected Satan
and have been faithful followers of Jesus even to the
point of giving their lives in martyrdom. These are the
true Santos and Santas that we want to follow.

LETTER OF THANKS TO
THE DIOCESE

Dear Brothers and Sister:
On behalf of our community and parish, we extend

to each of you who remembered us in prayer follow-
ing the events of December 14, 2012, at Sandy Hook
Elementary our sincerest thanks. We quickly realized
the universality of the Church by the outpouring of
support and concern that was shown to us by so
many in our faith communities. The cards and letters
from staff and students in Catholic elementary
schools, high schools and colleges and universities
reminded us of the faith to which we are called to wit-
ness through the tradition of Catholic education. No
less important were the number of cards from parish
religious education programs, especially the sacra-
mental programs. We were also contacted by many
Catholic organizations on both the local and national
levels. The list of parishes, Catholic-based groups
and dioceses who contacted us is overwhelming. We
are also very appreciative of the number of donations
sent to us to assist our parish in our continuing min-
istry to the community, to help pay the expense of the
victims’ funerals, to support counseling programs, to
provide direct aid to the families and so on. Your gen-
erosity reminded us that we are not alone during this
very sad and challenging time. 

We know that the road ahead of us will be a long one
but we are given great hope by the outpouring of gen-
erosity and love shown to us. We are truly blessed by
your many acts of faith and kindness. Please know that
you continue to be in our prayers of gratitude for the
goodness you have demonstrated in so many ways.

God Bless,
Msgr. Robert Weiss, Pastor

St. Rose of Lima parish / Newtown, Conn.



By Jimmy Patterson

There are a lot of people who
believe that what are you are holding
in your hand is has
become something
from the past.
Being a 25-year
newspaper veter-
an, I don’t neces-
sarily view it as
such, but enough
people do to have
rendered the news-
paper no longer
the go-to source for news in America,
and around the world.

We are in the midst of the
Information Age as likely most of you
are well aware. And while we certain-
ly have no plans to discontinue to
West Texas Angelus in its traditional
format, we are at a place in the
progress of available technologies that
it is essential to continue to branch out
and offer news from the Church in

ways that are available to us.
In August, we will begin delivery

of “DOSA Mail,” a weekly update of
news from around the diocese that
will also include articles and com-
ment from a wide variety of Catholic
sources. 

DOSA Mail will be delivered to all
who subscribe to the free service. It
will keep you up to date on Catholic
news in West Texas when it happens,
including items from Bishop Pfeifer,
and information from parishes who
supply items for distribution.

The sign-up process is simple: visit
www.flocknote.com/dosamail. You
give us your first and last name and
your email address. Then assign your-
self a password for your own records
and you’re in. It costs nothing.

The service is provided by
Flocknotes, a Spring, Texas-based
operation run by young, tech-savvy
Catholics who have discovered a
great way to increase communica-
tions as we have been nudged to by

the Church. 
The model I have to work with

shows that it has very good potential:
at my home parish, St. Ann’s in
Midland, we have been utilizing the
service since October 2012 and now
have almost 400 subscribers. 

People are inundated with informa-
tion today. DOSA Mail provides you
the latest news and information
locally and from around the world. If
something important occurs on a day
other than when DOSA Mail is sent,
we’ll get it to you whenever it hap-
pens instead of making you wait
until the next week — but we will
not flood your inbox.

Sign up today. The service begins
the week of August 5. We’ll talk
more about it next month here.

Finally, a further example of how
much people want information from
the Church in West Texas: The dioce-
ses’s Facebook page now has 485
friends. Just “friend us” for the latest
and we’ll reach 500.
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Bishop’s Calendar

JULY
12-14 — HONDURAS – 50th

Anniversary of the Diocese of San
Pedro Sula

16-19  — Rest and Prayer
20 — CHRISTOVAL, Carmelite

Hermitage – Solemn Profession of
Vows –Brother Joseph Mary,
O.Carm.

20 —  MERETA, Holy Family –
50th Anniversary of Mission Mass
at 5:30 p.m.

21 — ABILENE, St. Vincent –
50th Anniversary of Parish Mass
at 10 a.m.

24-30 — BRAZIL, Rio de
Janeiro – WORLD YOUTH DAY

AUGUST
1 — SAN ANGELO, Sacred

Heart Cathedral -7:00 p.m. Meet
with Rector and Parish and
Finance Councils

2-4 — Rest and Prayer
6-8 — SAN ANTONIO, Knights

of Columbus Supreme
Convention

10 — SAN ANGELO, Christ the
King Retreat Center – Deacons’
Retreat

12-14 — Rest and Prayer
15-16 — PITTSBURGH, 100th

Anniversary of Franciscan Sisters
19-23 — Vacation
24 — SAN ANGELO, Sacred

Heart Cathedral – 11:00 am.
Mass and Reception of Vows of
Father John Kuehner

27 — SAN ANGELO,
Diocesan Pastoral Center – Staff
Mass at 8:30 a.m. and Staff
Meeting at 11:00 a.m.

28 — SAN ANGELO, Newman
Center – Mass at Noon

Christ the King
Retreat Center

JULY
1 — Heart of Mercy Prayer

Group
2 — Adoration of the Blessed

Sacrament
4 — Independence Day-Office

Closed
8 — Heart of Mercy Prayer

Group
9 — Adoration of the Blessed

Sacrament
10-14 — Teen ACTS Retreat
15 — Heart of Mercy Prayer

Group
16 — Adoration of the Blessed

Sacrament
16 — Deacon Quarterly

Meeting
18-21 — Boy’s Chrysalis Flight
22 — Heart of Mercy Prayer

Group
23 — Adoration of the Blessed

Sacrament
25-28 — Men’s Catholic Cursillo
29 — Heart of Mercy Prayer

Group
30 — Adoration of the Blessed

Sacrament

AUGUST
1-4 — Girls Chrysalis Flight
5 — Heart of Mercy Prayer

Group
6 — Adoration
9-11 — DOSA Deacons annual

Retreat
12 — Heart of Mercy Prayer

Group
13 — Adoration
15-18 — Billings Ovulation

Method Association Training 
17-18 — Knights of Columbus

Council # 12798
19 — Heart of Mercy Prayer

Group
20 — Adoration
22-25 — Men’s Walk to

Emmaus
26 — Heart of Mercy Prayer

Group
27 — Adoration
30-31 — First United Methodist

Church

SEPTEMBER
2 — Office closed, Labor Day
2 — Heart of Mercy Prayer Grp.
3 — Adoration
6-8 — Engaged Encounter
8 — Natural Family Planning
9 — Heart of Mercy Prayer Grp.
10 —  ACTS Core Meeting
12-15 — Lubbock Deacons

Retreat #1
16—Heart of Mercy Prayer Grp.
17 — Adoration Sacrament
18 — Facility Management

Workshop
19-22 — S. Angelo Men’s ACTS
23—Heart of Mercy Prayer Grp
24 — Adoration
26-28 — Senior Adults Fall

Retreat, Crestview Baptist Church
27-29 — Beginning Experience
30—Heart of Mercy Prayer Grp

NECROLOGY
7-Rev. Andrew DeMuth (1969)

10-Rev. Michael

Barbarossa,OFM (1981)

12-Rev. Ted McNulty (2006)

14-Rev. Bernard Binversie

(1992)

15-Rev. Sam Homsey, C.PP.S.

(2004)

19-Rev. Msgr. Arnold A.

Boeding (1989)

21-Deacon William Callan

(1988)

21-Deacon Enemensio

Samaniego (2008)

22-Rev. Charles Larue (2005)

23-Rev. Raymond Gallagher

(2010)

23-Rev. Charles A. Knapp

(1978)

23-Deacon Eufracio Hernandez

(1998)

28-Deacon Mario Calderon

(1998)

DIOCESAN DATES

Del Escritorio del Obispo

Por el Obispo Miguel Pfeifer

El culto de la Santa Muerte ha
sido llamado por el Cardenal Rivasi,
Presidente del
Consejo Pontificio
para la Cultura,
como tenebroso e
infernal. Este culto
diabólico de la
Santa Muerte ha
estado creciendo
más y más por los
lados fronterizos de
los EEUU y
México. 

El culto de la
Santa Muerte de ninguna manera es
santo, es más bien, como el Cardenal
ha dicho, una celebración de la dev-
astación y del infierno. Es una blas-
femia terrible en contra Dios y es un
religiosidad falsa promovida por la
criminalidad organizada y narcotrafi-
cantes. Estos grupos celebran la
muerte. De ninguna manera es una
religión verdadera la cual celebra la
vida y justicia y la dignidad y santi-
dad de cada persona. La Santa
Muerte ha sido llamada “la religiosi-
dad de narcos”.

La Santa Muerte es la de una figu-
ra esquelética de una mujer bajo un
manto con una guadaña, o sea una
cuchilla, en su mano huesuda. Este
culto es venerado por los narcotrafi-
cantes y por la gente aterrorizada
quienes viven en vecindades pla-
gadas de drogas, y tristemente en
Tejas, especialmente por la frontera.
La devoción a la Santa Muerte, una
figura femenil, va en contra de la
enseñanza verdadera de nuestra igle-
sia Católica y nos pone en conexión
con el enemigo de Cristo, Satanás.
Desde una perspectiva cristiana, ten-
emos toda seguridad basada en la
Palabra de Dios que Cristo ya ha
derrotado a su último enemigo—la
muerte—por medio de Su resurrec-
ción y nos ha dado el Espíritu Santo
para guiarnos por el camino correcto
al vivir cada día con Cristo preparán-
donos para una muerte santa que nos
abrirá las puertas del cielo.

La Santa Muerte involucra el
Satanismo y muchos de sus
seguidores, Santa Muertistas, han
cometido crímenes atroces en el
nombre de tal leyenda esquelética
según llaman santa. Sacrificios
humanos, asesinatos y otros crímenes
horripilantes han sido cometidos en

México y hasta cierto grado en los
EEUU por los devotos quienes creen
que la Santa Muerte sanciona y ben-
dice sus necesidades perversas.

El Cardenal Ravasi aclara que la
Santa Muerte no es una religión sola-
mente porque está vestida como
religión. El Cardenal enfatiza la
importancia de impresionar en los
jóvenes que el grupo criminal no
tiene religión, y que sus actividades
van en contra de los valores
humanos, sociales y culturales.

Para contrarrestar este culto
satánico es importante ser fiel a
Cristo, a nuestro Buen Pastor, quien
ha conquistado el pecado, la muerte
y Satanás mismo, y de vivir por la
dirección del Espíritu Santo y llamar
por la protección de Nuestra Señora
de Guadalupe. Y recuerdense, que
las verdaderas Santas y Santos en
nuestra fe Católica son mujeres y
hombres, quienes a través de los
años han sido testigos por medio de
vivir vidas sagradas con el Salvador
Resucitado, han rechazado a Satanás
y han sido seguidores fieles de Jesús
hasta el punto de dar sus vidas en
martirio. Estos son los verdaderos
Santos y Santas a quienes queremos
seguir.

Obispo 
Miguel Pfeifer

OMI

Patterson

La Santa Muerte es tenebral e infernal

From the Editor

‘DOSA Mail’: In your inbox every week
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Adam Droll
Mundelein Seminary

Full Name: Adam Leo Droll
Age: 24
Birth Place: San Angelo, TX
Do you have siblings? Younger sister
What Seminary do you attend?
Mundelein Seminary
What level are you? 3rd Theology
What led you to enter into forma-
tion as a Seminarian?
It was a very long process. It started
in about the second grade when I
started telling people I wanted to be a
priest.  My uncle, Msgr. Larry Droll,
who just celebrated 40 years of
priesthood in June, has always been
a role model for me. I started consid-

ering the priesthood because of the joy he always has had
serving as a priest of Jesus Christ. During high school I
spent a long time going back and forth trying to decide
whether I wanted to be a priest or be married someday.  I
had the chance to go on a vocation retreat sponsored by the
diocese and led by our current vocation director, Fr. Rodney
White and two seminarians, now Fr. Lorenzo Hatch and Fr.
Sam Matthiesen. The crucial words I kept hearing during the
whole weekend were, “Go to seminary and try it out for a
year.  If it doesn’t work out, then praise God, you gave it
your best shot and have discerned that He is not calling you
to priesthood.”  I started filling out paperwork during my sen-
ior year of high school and am happily finished with my sixth
year of seminary studies.
Home Pariah: St. Margaret of Scotland, San Angelo, TX
Favorite Saint: St. Peter
Favorite Scripture: Do whatever he tells you. (Jn 2:5)
Favorite Color: Black
Favorite Sport: Distance Running, Soccer
Favorite Team: Anyone from Texas
Favorite Food/Restaurant: Pizza
Favorite Dessert: Any, the sweeter the better
Any Hobbies: Reading, Running
Objectives: Be ordained a priest

A brief personal narrative from and about Adam:
I was born and raised in San Angelo, TX in the year 1988

and a graduate from San Angelo Central High School.  My
parents have raised me in the Catholic faith my whole life
and I was baptized within a month after my birth. I would say
I was a pretty simple kid growing up, a very avid player of
video games and went through the San Angelo public school
system until I started going to seminary in the fall after my
graduation from high school. I spent four years at
Conception Seminary College in Conception, Missouri, about
an hour north of Kansas City. I have been attending
Mundelein Seminary, about 40 minutes north of downtown
Chicago, for the last two years and until the end of the sum-
mer I am stationed at St. Vincent Pallotti parish in Abilene. If
it pleases God, the Bishop, and the people of God in the
Diocese of San Angelo, I will be ordained a priest in June of
2015 after completing eight years of studies in preparation
for the priesthood.

SEMINARIAN OF THE MONTH

Adam Droll

Abilene’s St. Vincent Pallotti to celebrate 50th
West Texas Angelus

On July 20-21, St. Vincent
Pallotti parish in Abilene will cele-
brate its 50th anniversary with a
picnic at 5 p.m., Sat., July 20.
Former parish youth minister
Deacon David Maida will be the
guest speaker. At 10 a.m., Sun.,
July 21, parishioners will celebrate
Mass with Bishop Michael D.
Pfeifer, O.M.I.  A reception will
follow at the Pan American Hall.
The parish will also have histori-
cal photographs and artifacts on
display along with video docu-
mentaries at Whelan Hall.

In the early 1960s Abilene’s
growing Spanish speaking
Catholics in the north side of the
city made it necessary to establish
a new Catholic church. An anony-
mous donation of eighteen acres
on Westview Drive in northwest
Abilene made the dreams of
Father Patrick Whelan, S.A.C., an
assist to Father Tom Leahy at St.
Francis Catholic Church, a reality.
The first planning meeting was
held on April 17, 1961 at the
home of Alfredo Marquez with
seventeen in attendance.  Plans
were made to clear the donated
acreage and start fundraisers to
build the future St. Vincent Pallotti
Catholic Church on 2525
Westview Dr.  For two years the

volunteers of future parishioners
raised the necessary funds before
the walls of the church were real-
ized.  The beloved Father Whelan
became legendary as he sought
donations “brick by brick” to
finally have the Rectory and
Sanctuary dedicated and blessed
on July 21, 1963 by Bishop
Thomas Drury of San Angelo.

Within a short time Father
Whelan had established an Altar
Society, a Holy Name Society, a
Catholic Youth Organization, the
Confraternity of Christian
Doctrine (CCD), and a Council of
Catholic men. More than 250 chil-
dren received weekly instruction
in CCD. There were 350 families
registered with a population of

1600; 20% English-
speaking and 80%
Spanish-speaking.

The Confraternity of
the Blessed Sacrament
had nocturnal devotion
at the church once a
month. The Cursillistas
were very active in the
church community and
helped in bringing
children to religious
instruction classes.
In January 1981 the
parish built a new
Sanctuary to accom-
modate its continued

growth. Today, St. Vincent Pallotti
Catholic Church serves 572 fami-
lies and the ministries has grown
over the past 50 years in the
Kingdom of God to include a
Knights of Columbus council and
Daughters of Mary. The sprawling
parish grounds consist of Whelan
Hall (first original sanctuary), a
separate Pan American Hall, a rec-
tory, Father Herman Valladares
Park, a baseball field and a grotto
honoring Our Lady of Guadalupe.
St. Vincent is also home for the St.
Vincent Ballet Folklorico and the
annual citywide Cinco de Mayo
celebration.

For information please call the
parish office at 325 672-1794. 

Sweetwater parishes consolidate, form Holy Spirit 
4 Newly consolidated Holy Trinity
Parish in Sweetwater welcomes new
priest, Fr. Charles Oknokwo as spiri-
tual leader.

West Texas Angelus

June 15, 2013, was a long-
awaited day of celebration in
Sweetwater for two reasons.
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church
and Holy Family Church in
Sweetwater, along with St. Albert
the Great Mission in Roscoe were
consolidated into Holy Spirit
Parish on this day.  Secondly, and
equally as important, Fr. Charles
Okonkwo was installed as the first
pastor of Holy Spirit Parish.
Bishop Michael Pfeifer celebrated
the mass and officiated at the
installation ceremony of Fr.
Okonkwo and in the inauguration
of Holy Spirit Parish.   

Pastoral and finance council
members were in attendance, as
well as a church filled with parish-
ioners.  Following the mass,

Bishop Pfeifer, Fr. Charles,
Deacon Butler and countless 

(Please See SWEETWATER/22)

St. Vincent Pallotti altar boys, with Fr. Whelan,

from the 1960s. (Courtesy photo)

Altar servers and members of the Holy Trinity parish and financial councils,
with Fr. Charles Okonkwo, right of Bishop Michael D. Pfeifer, and Deacon
Bill Butler, top left. (Courtesy photo).
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MEMO:   June 26, 2013
TO:          Priests and Pastoral Coordinators of the Diocese of San Angelo 
FROM:    Bishop Michael Pfeifer, OMI 
RE:         Supreme Court Decision on Defense of Marriage Act and Proposition 8 

My dear priests and pastoral coordinators: 

I am making an official statement on the tragic decision of the U.S. Supreme Court on June 26, 2013 striking down part of
the Defense of Marriage Act [DOMA] and refusing to rule on the merits of a challenge to California’s Proposition 8. As this
decision on marriage deals with a fundamental and constant biblical and traditional teaching of our Catholic Church, it is
most important that our people be made aware of the consequences of the terrible decision of our US Supreme Court. 

First, it must be stated that this Court has usurped an authority that has not been given to it by the natural law, nor of
course by the Divine law that goes back to the first Book of the Bible. As the U.S. Bishops have stated constantly, no
government, no church, no President, or Prime Minister, or Emperor has the authority to change the ancient traditional
definition of marriage that has a Divine source and is evident in natural law.  

June 26 is indeed a very tragic day for marriage and our nation.  The Supreme Court has dealt a profound injustice to the
American people by striking down in part the federal Defense of Marriage Act [DOMA].  This manmade Court has it totally
wrong. The federal government ought to respect the God-given truth and from natural law that marriage can only be the
union of one man and one woman, even where states fail to do so. The preservation of liberty and justice requires that all
laws, federal and state, respect this truth, including the truth about marriage.  

It is indeed very unfortunate that the Court did not take the opportunity to uphold California’s Proposition 8 but instead
decided not to rule on the matter.  The common good of all, especially our children, depends upon a society that strives
to uphold the truth of marriage.  Now is the time to redouble our efforts in witness to this truth by speaking out publicly, by
constant prayer, and supporting the ancient teaching of our Catholic Church that marriage is in the eyes of God a sacra-
ment.  These decisions of our Court are part of a public debate of great consequence, and the future of marriage and the
well-being of our society now hangs in the critical balance.  

The traditional definition of marriage, raised by Christ to a sacrament, of one man and one woman, is the only institution
that brings together a man and a woman for life, providing any child who comes from their union with the secure founda-
tion of a mother and a father. 

Our present culture, and sadly many of our government leaders, have taken for granted for far too long what human
nature, experience, common sense, and God’s wise design all confirm:  the difference between a man and a woman
matters, and the difference between a mom and a dad matters. While the culture has failed in many ways to be mar-
riage-strengthening, this is no reason to give up. Now is the time to strengthen marriage, not redefine it.  

When Jesus taught about the meaning of marriage – the lifelong, exclusive union of husband and wife—he pointed back
to “the beginning” of God’s creation of the human person as male and female. In the face of the customs and laws of his
time, Jesus taught an unpopular truth that everyone could understand. The truth of marriage will endure, and we will con-
tinue to boldly proclaim it with confidence and charity. We, as Catholics, can never accept the decision of our Supreme
Court, a Court of mere humans that brazenly attempts to redefine the God-given and natural law meaning of marriage.
We indeed need to pray that the Court’s decisions are reviewed and their implications further clarified.  Pray, and pray, for
our country in this critical moment when government leaders and courts are casting aside long-held truths about funda-
mental issues that make us loyal and trustworthy Americans and good Catholics. 

Your servant in Christ and Mary, 
Most Rev. Michael D. Pfeifer, OMI, Bishop of San Angelo
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By Fr. Tad Pacholczyk

Many of us have probably heard single women talk-
ing among themselves about men, where one of them
ends up saying, “That guy, he’s
just a pervert – he’s only inter-
ested in sex.” When women
detect that a man’s focus has
become the pursuit of pleasure,
and that unbridled sex has
become an end in itself, they
tend instinctively to back away.
Women often intuitively under-
stand that sex can’t be reduced
to mere pleasure without hurting
both individuals involved, and negating other impor-
tant goods, like love, family, children, and marriage. 

It becomes a “perversion” when we attempt to redi-
rect sex into something of our own specifications,
refocusing it into a form of worldly pleasure-seeking
and self-satisfaction. Sigmund Freud, whom no one
could accuse of prudery, recognized the basic features
of a perversion in the sexual realm when he declared,
“The common characteristic of all perversions… is
that they have abandoned reproduction as their aim.
We term sexual activity perverse when it has
renounced the aim of reproduction and follows the
pursuit of pleasure as an independent goal.”

No age has ever sought to abandon the reproductive
aim of sexual activity as much as our own. This is
particularly manifest as our society yields to the
seductive siren call of contraception, broadly encour-
aging the separation of sexual intimacy from procre-
ation. 

A 2013 Gallup poll reported that 91 percent
believed birth control to be morally acceptable.
Professor Robert George of Princeton University has
noted that marriage is increasingly coming to be
understood as “an emotional union for the sake of
adult satisfaction that is served by mutually agreeable
sexual play.” Without the self-sacrificing dimension
of sex (involving the acceptance of new life), individ-
uals are left in the position of amiably using one
another. 

If seeking sex while blocking the possibility of
reproduction is a form of sexual perversion, perhaps it
is unsurprising that other forms of inherently non-pro-
creative sex, that is to say, other sexual perversions,
are rapidly expanding alongside the practice of con-
traception. In recent times, we have witnessed an
unparalleled countermanding of the life-giving
dimension of the sexual act through the acceptance of
non-complementary forms of bodily union including
homosexual and lesbian sex, oral sex, and anal sex. A
very significant jump of 19 percent in approval over
the past 12 years for “gay or lesbian relations” was

highlighted in the same 2013 Gallup poll.
Culturally, sex is subtly changing into a casual

encounter subject to one’s own manipulation and
determination, with pleasure serving as its central
engine and rationale. Put simply, it is degenerating
into a new reality before our eyes, cut out of the
whole cloth of perversion, with the promotion of sex-
ual activity in ways that are powerfully at odds with
its proper context and purpose.

Sex has a unique bonding or cementing power
between a man and a woman, because the sexual
instinct is clearly bound up with the whole emotional,
affective and interpersonal life of man and woman.
Given this fact, real interpersonal harms and signifi-
cant possibilities for selfishness and exploitation arise
whenever individuals choose to act on this instinct in
a context apart from marriage.

Indeed, sex is never a reasonable choice in the
absence of commitment, particularly a permanent
commitment, between a man and a woman. This
flows in part from the fact that it brings new lives into
the world, and those lives are vulnerable and depend-
ent, necessitating a mother and a father who are com-
mitted to each other and to the children arising from
their permanent union.

It is remarkable how much consternation it causes
today to point out what has long been obvious, name-
ly, that sex and marriage must be integrally connect-
ed, and that in the final analysis, marriage must
remain the unique and exclusive setting for human
sexual activity. Through matrimonial consent, man
and woman deliver and accept the exclusive and per-
petual bond that allows them to carry out acts apt in
themselves for the procreation of offspring.

The obvious corollary is that sexual relations of any
kind in a non-marital context will invariably be
immoral, including forms of pre- and extra-marital
sex and the use of pornography and masturbation. 

Indeed, it is imperative today that we work to re-
connect the gratification of the sexual urge with the
beautiful sharing of life between man and woman in
matrimony. The deep-seated sex instinct moves men
and women to embrace great sacrifices, such as are
required in marriage and procreation, for the fulfill-
ment of this remarkable human drive. We are chal-
lenged today, like never before, to step away coura-
geously from sexual perversions in all their destruc-
tive and ever-expanding forms, and to return to an
ordered vision of sexuality within marriage, directed
to the authentic good of individuals and society.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his doctor-
ate in neuroscience from Yale and did post-doctoral
work at Harvard. He is a priest of the diocese of Fall
River, MA, and serves as the Director of Education at
The National Catholic Bioethics Center in
Philadelphia. See www.ncbcenter.org

Perversions and purposes
in human sexuality

Making Sense of Bioethics

Pacholczyk

Morning-after pill direct

attack on the unborn
By Most Rev. Michael D. Pfeifer, OMI

I share with you in this article the presentation of
Archbishop Zygmunt Zimowski, the Vatican’s representative,
given at the recent meeting of the World Health Organization
in Geneva. In his address Archbishop Zygmunt points out
clearly that the morning after pill is a “direct attack” on the
unborn, designed to kill the precious unborn that might have
been conceived.

The so-called Morning After Pill, often called “emergency
contraception” by the medical establishment, is not a “life-sav-
ing commodity,” stated Archbishop Zimowski.  He further stat-
ed that the morning-after pill for emergency contraception can
hardly be labeled as life-saving since it is well known that
when conception has already occurred, certain substances used
in the ‘emergency contraception’ produce an abortifacient
effect.   In his presentation, Archbishop Zimowski clearly
agreed that there is a need for further reduction in the loss of
life and prevention of illness through increased access to inex-
pensive intervention but insisted that they must be respectful of
the life and dignity of all mothers and children at all stages of
life, from conception to natural death.. He also stressed “it is
totally unacceptable to refer to a medical product that consti-
tutes a direct attack on the life of the child in utero as a ‘life-
saving commodity’ and, much worse, to encourage ‘increasing
use of such substances in all parts of the world’.

In Year of Faith, bishops are

called to be teachers of faith

En el ano de fe, los obispos

estan llamadas a ser 

maestros de la fe claramente

By Bishop Michael Pfeifer, OMI

Briefly I share with you some thoughts on our obliga-
tions to teach as bishops: “Our obligation as bishops at this
time is to teach clearly. It is with pastoral solicitude for
everyone involved in the political process that we will also
counsel Catholic public officials that their acting consis-
tently to support abortion on demand risks making them
cooperators in evil in a public manner. We will persist in
this duty to counsel, in the hope that the scandal of their
cooperating with evil can be resolved by the proper forma-
tion of their consciences.” – Catholics in Political Life. 

Por el Obispo Miguel Pfeifer, OMI
Brevemente comparto con ustedes algunos pensamientos

sobre nuestra obligación de enseñar como obispos: “Nuestra
obligación como obispos en este tiempo es enseñar clara-
mente. Con solicitud pastoral para todos los involucrados
en el proceso político es con lo que nosotros también acon-
sejamos a los oficiales católicos que sus acciones consis-
tentes en apoyo al aborto en demanda los ponen en riesgo
de ser cooperadores en una forma pública. Nosotros persis-
tiremos en esta obligación de aconsejar, con la esperanza de
que el escándalo de su cooperación en el mal pueda ser
resuelto por la formación propia de sus conciencias.” –
Católicos en la Vida Política
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Retreat center founder recalls his Oblate Class of 1953 — sixty years later
By Fr. Cornelius Scanlan

It all began on the 31st of May in the Year Of Our
Lord 1953, sixty years ago! That’s when seven of us
young men professed ourselves as new members of the
Religious Congregation known officially as “The
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate”. We professed
our First Vows of poverty, chastity, obedience and perse-
verance. The eighth member of our small group, Frank
Faulkner by name, following a one-year novitiate
together, was sent to Rome to complete his Philosophy/
Theology courses. He professed his vows there. 

Our  story of searching for God’s Call to us actually
begins  a few  years  earlier,  at the former St. Anthony’s
Minor Seminary in San Antonio. This institution is now
conducted  by Incarnate Word University of San
Antonio and provides the Oblates with several pre-
Novitiate  candidates every year. 

Sixty Years is a long time in which to remember the
various details of our class’s history. What I do remem-

ber  is  that eight of us eventually professed our First
Vows on May 31, 1953, and then our Perpetual Vows
on the same date three years later, May 31, 1956. Except
for Harry Schuckenbrock (who was not old enough to
fall under the privilege of being able to be ordained to
the priesthood at the end of the Third Year of Theology).
Instead of May 30, 1959 he was ordained  on September
8, 1959. 

As for the eight members of the class:
4 Fr. Pablo Garcia, OMI,  originally from  Brownsville,
volunteered for the Philippines and eventually died there
after spending a good number of years overseeing some
of the Notre Dame school system institutions.
4 Fr. Ted Pfeifer, OMI, the brother of Bishop Michael
D. Pfeifer, OMI, served many years in Mexico after
assignments at several parishes in the United States.  
4 Fr. Gerry Fogarty, after serving more than a few
years in one or another parish in the U.S., spent some
years as a volunteer in Mexico as well. He then returned
to the U.S.A. to serve as Director of two Retreat

Centers: The Christian Renewal Center of Dickinson,
and the Ave Maria Retreat Center in Louisiana.

After serving assignments among the Oblates, three of
the original eight — Frank Faulkner, Daniel Rodriguez
and Daniel Moreno — decided on another calling, left
the Oblates and the priesthood. and followed through
with their ultimate decision.    

The remaining two, Fr. Harry Schuckenbrock, OMI,
and I both served on the Provincial Council as well as
on other endeavors: Fr. Harry was coordinator of
Religious Education for the Oblates. I as the founding
Director of Christ the King Retreat Center, in San
Angelo, and as a three-year volunteer in the missions of
the Diocese of Juneau, Alaska 

Editor’s Note: Aside from retired Bishop Michael D.
Pfeifer, OMI, Fr. Scanlan remains the sole member of
the Oblates of Mary Immaculate serving the Diocese of
San Angelo following the exit of Fr. Marek Stroba and
Fr. Lawrence Mariasoosai from Our Lady of Guadalupe
on June 30, 2013 (see related story above).

Farewell to the Oblates
Oblate superior

bids sad farewell 

to West Texans

By Jimmy Patterson / West Texas Angelus

Rev. Art Flores, OMI, regional superior for the
Oblates of Mary Immaculate, told a packed Our
Lady of Guadalupe Church June 30, that the depar-
ture of the oblates from the Diocese of San Angelo
was not a farewell but a “we’ll see you later.” Still,
there was certainly a sense of finality in the air as
parishioners at the church remained grateful to the
oblates who, generations earlier, first came to
Midland when the needs were much greater. Those
needs, though, now exist elsewhere, which is why Fr.
Marek Stroba, OMI, and Fr. Lawrence Mariasoosai,
OMI, have been called by their superiors to take the
Gospel to where it is needed the most.

Stroba has been reassigned to Tijuana, Mexico;
Mariasoosai will take up his priestly duties in Eagle
Pass.

“We will be forever grateful that we have been a
part of this community,” said Rev. Flores, of San
Antonio, where the oblates are headquartered. “It is
with a sense of sadness that we must move on.”

Rev. Flores told parishioners their future is secure
with incoming priest Fr. David Herrera, who will
serve as pastor, and Fr. Bhaskar Mendem, who
becomes the church’s parochial vicar.

“May the sadness of this farewell be transformed
into hope, joy and confidence, with the guidance of
Our Lady.”

Herrera and Mendem began their priestly duties
July 1 at the Midland church.

A packed Our Lady of Guadalupe Church wished the Missionary Oblates of Mary

Immaculate farewell at a June 30 Mass, above; at right, OMI Regional Superior

Rev. Art Flores, extends prayers to the faithful for their support and faithfulness

during the 80 years the oblates were in the diocese and at Our Lady of

Guadalupe; below, priests and parishioners pray during the farewell Mass.
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By Fr. Ron Rolheiser

In a marvelous little book entitled, “The
Music of Silence,” David Steindl-Rast
highlights how each hour of the day has
its own special light
and its own particular
mood and how we are
more attentive to the
present moment when
we recognize and honor
these "special angels"
lurking inside each
hour.  He's right. Every
hour of the day and
every season of the year
have something special to give us, but
often times we cannot make ourselves
present to meet that gift.

We grasp this more easily for special
seasons of the year. Even though we are
sometimes unable to be very attentive to a
season like Christmas or Easter because
of various pressures and distractions, we
know that these seasons are special and
that there are "angels" inside them that are
asking to be met. We know what it means
when someone says: "This year I was just
too tired and pressured to get into the
Christmas spirit. I just missed Christmas
this year!"

And this isn't just true for special sea-
sons like Christmas and Easter. It's true

too, perhaps especially true, for the sea-
son we call Ordinary Time.  Each year the
church calendar sets aside more than thir-
ty weeks for what it calls "Ordinary
Time", a season within which we are sup-
posed to meet the angels of routine, regu-
larity, domesticity, predictability, and
ordinariness. Like seasons of high feast,
this season too is meant to bring a special
richness into our lives. 

But it's easy to miss both that season
and its intent.  The term "Ordinary Time"
sounds bland to us, even as we uncon-
sciously long for precisely what it is
meant to bring. We have precious little
"ordinary time" in our lives. As our lives
grow more pressured, more tired, and
more restless, perhaps more than anything
else we long for "ordinary time", quiet,
routine, solitude, and space away from the
hectic pace of life. For many of us the
very expression, "ordinary time", draws
forth a sigh along with the question:
"What's that? When did I last have 'ordi-
nary time' in my life?" For many of us
"ordinary time" means mostly hurry and
pressure, "the rat race", "the treadmill". 

Many things in our lives conspire
against "ordinary time"; not just the busy-
ness that robs us of leisure, but also the
heartaches, the obsessions, the loss of
health, or the other interruptions to the
ordinary that make a mockery of normal

routine and rhythm and rob us of even the
sense of "ordinary time". That's the bane
of adulthood. 

Many of us, I suspect, remember the
opposite as being true for us when we
were children. I remember as a child often
being bored. I longed almost always for a
distraction, for someone to visit our
home, for special seasons to celebrate
(birthdays, Christmas, New Year's,
Easter), for most anything to shake up the
normal routine of "ordinary time".   But
that's because time moves so slowly for a
child. When you're seven years old, one
year constitutes one-seventh of your life.
That's a long time. In mid-life and
beyond, one year is a tiny fraction of your
life and so time speeds up - so much so in
fact that, at a point, you also sometimes
begin to long for special occasions to be
over with, for visitors to go home, and for
distractions to disappear so that you can
return to a more ordinary rhythm in your
life. Routine might be boring, but we
sleep a lot better when our lives are being
visited by the angels of routine and the
ordinary. 

Today there's a rich literature in both
secular and religious circles that speaks of
the difficulties of being attentive to the
present moment, of meeting, as Richard
Rohr puts it, "the naked now", or what
David Steindl-Rast calls, "the angels of

the hour". The literature varies greatly in
content and intent, but it agrees on one
point: It's extremely difficult to be atten-
tive to the present moment, to be truly
inside the present.  It's not easy to live
inside "ordinary time". 

There's a Chinese expression that func-
tions both as a blessing and a curse. You
make this wish for someone: May you
live in interesting times!  As children, had
someone wished that on us it would have
meant a blessing; our lives then were
replete with routine and the ordinary. For
a child time moves slowly. Most children
have enough of ordinary time. 

However, as adults, for most of us, that
wish is probably more curse than bless-
ing: The pressures, heartaches, illnesses,
losses, demands, and seemly perpetual
interruptions that beset our lives, though
perhaps not normally recognized as
"interesting times", are indeed the antithe-
sis of routine, regularity, domesticity, pre-
dictability, and ordinariness. And they
deprive us of "ordinary time". 

The church challenges us to be attentive
to the various seasons of the year: Advent,
Lent, Christmas, Easter, Ascension, and
Pentecost. Today, I submit, it needs to
challenge us particularly to be attentive to
"ordinary time".  Our failure to be atten-
tive here is perhaps our greatest liturgical
shortcoming.
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Making the extraordinary most of ‘Ordinary Time’

By Very Rev. Robert Barron

Some years ago, The New Yorker ran a cartoon that
perfectly lampooned the loopy ideology of “inclusion”
that has come to characterize so much
of the Christian world. It showed a
neat and tidy church, filled with an
attentive congregation. The pastor was
at the podium, introducing a guest
speaker. “In accordance with our poli-
cy of equal time,” he said, “I would
like now to give our friend the oppor-
tunity to present an alternative point of
view.” Sitting next to him, about to
rise to speak, was the devil, dressed
perfectly and tapping the pages of his prepared text on
his knee. 

I was put in mind of that cartoon when I read a ser-
mon delivered recently by Katharine Jefferts Schori,
the Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church in
America. Addressing a congregation in Curaçao,
Venezuela, Bishop Jefferts Schori praised the beauty of
(what else?) diversity, but lamented the fact that so
many people are still frightened by what is other or

different:  “Human beings have a long history of dis-
counting and devaluing difference, finding it offensive
or even evil.” Now I suppose that if one were to make
the right distinctions—differentiating between that
which is simply unusual and that which is intrinsically
bad—one might be able coherently to make this point.

But the Bishop moved, instead, in an astonishing
direction, finding an example of the lamentable exclu-
sivity she is talking about in the behavior of the
Apostle Paul himself. In the 16th chapter of the Acts of
the Apostles, we find the story of Paul’s first visit to
the Greek town of Philippi. We are told that one day,
while on his way to prayer, Paul was accosted by a
slave girl “who had a spirit of divination and brought
her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling”
(Acts. 16:16). This demon-possessed child followed
Paul and his companions up and down for several
days, shouting, “These men are slaves of the Most
High God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation.”
Having finally had enough of her, Paul turned to the
young woman and addressed the wicked spirit within
her, “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come
out of her” (Acts. 16:18). And the demon, we are told,
came out of her instantly. 

Up until last month in Venezuela, the entire Christian
interpretive tradition read that passage as an account of
deliverance, as the story of the liberation of a young
woman who had been enslaved both to dark spiritual
powers and to the nefarious human beings who had
exploited her. But Bishop Jefferts Schori reads it as a
tale of patriarchal oppression and intolerance. She
preaches, “But Paul is annoyed, perhaps, for being put
in his place, and he responds by depriving her of her
gift of spiritual awareness. Paul can’t abide something
he won’t see as beautiful or holy, so he tries to destroy
it.” The Bishop correctly points out that the girl was
saying true things about Paul and his friends, but
demons say true things all the time in the New
Testament. Think of the dark spirits who consistently
confess that Jesus is the Holy One of God. That a
Christian bishop would characterize the demonic pos-
session of a young girl as something “beautiful and
holy” simply beggars belief. But things get even more
bizarre. We are told in Acts that the girl’s owners are
furious that Paul has effectively robbed them of their
principal source of income and that they therefore stir 

(Please See BARRON/23)

What happens when love turns into tolerance

Rolheiser

Barron
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By Stephen Kent
Catholic News Service

The flight attendant was giving the usual
safety instructions, the language as
unchanging and famil-
iar as if reading from a
prayer card. She con-
cluded with directions
on using an oxygen
mask for those travel-
ing with small children.
The attendant went off
script and ended by
saying "if you are trav-
eling with more than
one child, determine which
has the most potential and apply the mask
to him or her first."

It brought chuckles. It also is a fair
description of the immigration reform bill
recently approved by the Senate Judiciary
Committee to be sent to the Senate floor
this month. Legal permanent residency
would be given to an unlimited number of
high achievers such as scientists, educators

and those with advanced degrees. But it
also would eliminate visa categories that
currently allow United States citizens to
sponsor their siblings and married children
to come to the U.S.

It is a big change. It shifts the impor-
tance of who gets permanent status from
family to merit. About two-thirds of immi-
grants received permanent status through
family connections. By some estimates,
this rate would drop to 55 percent while
those who obtain permanent status based
on education would increase from 14 per-
cent to almost 40 percent.

Archbishop Jose H. Gomez of Los
Angeles, chairman of the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops Committee on
Migration, expressed concern over cuts to
the family-based immigration system, a
hallmark of the nation's immigration laws.

"We must not abandon our focus on
families, which are the backbone of our
society," he said. "Family unity, based on
the union of a husband and a wife and
their children, must remain the corner-
stone of our nation's immigration system."

When the country still wrestles with its
different concepts of what defines a fami-
ly, it enters into many phases of life,
including this immigration policy.

One senator would have included same-
sex married couples under definitions for
family reunification visas, but withdrew
this amendment when it threatened pas-
sage of the bill.

For more than a decade, the U.S. bish-
ops have urged that immigration reform
should include:
-- Allowing undocumented people to earn
permanent residency.
-- A worker program that protects foreign-
born workers and safeguards against the
displacement of U.S. workers.
-- Reducing the waiting time for the reuni-
fication of immigrant families.
-- Restoring due process protections for
immigrants.
-- Policies addressing the root causes of
migration.

Approval from the Senate Judiciary
Committee is good news, but it's only a
beginning. The debate to come will resur-

rect the prejudice, bias and discrimination
that has plagued the issue throughout the
history of this country.

Some groups are anxious to pin all woes
-- including urban sprawl, crowded class-
rooms and water depletion -- on immi-
grants.

Perhaps the solution to draining
resources is filling fewer swimming pools,
watering fewer golf courses and shorter
time in the showers.

What can be done by those far from the
halls of Congress while this is proceeding?
For one thing, in all conversations, set the
tone to defy prejudice.

"Remind the community that this is
about real people," said Michelle Sardone
of the Catholic Legal Immigration
Network.

———

Kent is the retired editor of archdioce-
san newspapers in Omaha and Seattle. He
can be contacted at:
considersk@gmail.com.

Catholic Voices II

Immigration reform debate bringing up age-old biases

By Maureen Pratt
Catholic News Service

"I just don't want to know," someone
said to me recently, of not wanting to see
her doctor about an
ongoing symptom.

The remark was not
an isolated incident. A
certain fear seems to
be building up among
people in many cor-
ners of society, a fear
that is difficult to
quantify yet expressed
in sometimes oblique,
sometimes direct ways. It is the fear of
becoming sick, and no wonder.

In advertisements for medications, the
enumerated side effects conjure up all
sorts of horrible images, often sounding
so dire it makes one afraid of the drugs.

The ongoing debate about health care
changes and what these will mean for
patients and medical professionals cer-
tainly has some people worrying and ask-
ing many questions. We will have access
to health care, but whom will we have
access to, if there is a drastic shortage of
doctors and nurses? Women will be given
contraceptives, but will an otherwise fit
70-something person be approved for a

pacemaker? Medical advances have pro-
vided us with better medications, tests and
procedures, but who can afford them?

There is enough sour health news and
information to raise everyone's blood
pressure.

But, stress, like that which comes from
fear, can have negative effects on health.
If taken to the extreme, yes, we could
become "sick with fear," and be so para-
lyzed that we don't take action when nec-
essary. We need to seek the answers and
care we may need.

When we or someone we know
becomes resistant to seeking medical
help, it usually does no good to launch a
personal attack ("You're being stupid," for
example). However, challenging the fear
can be helpful. How do we know that
we'll find out we have something serious
instead of something benign? How can
we be sure that we cannot afford a treat-
ment, or that we need it at all? What
makes us think that our drippy nose is
identical to our neighbor's pneumonia?

Other aspects of health care can be
addressed in a similar way. Instead of
stewing in silence, we can overcome fear
by talking with our doctors about con-
cerns with our medication, what a treat-
ment is for, its duration, and any potential
side effects.

Financial concerns can be tackled by
asking about patient assistance programs,
which are sponsored by pharmaceutical
companies and provide medication to
people who cannot afford them, or pay-
ment plans for extensive doctor bills.

Sometimes, reminders of the solutions
to what ails us are the solutions them-
selves. Think we have a torn ligament?
There's help for that. Are your allergies
off the charts? A good allergist can bring
nose and throat back into balance. Feel
bad now? Not getting help could mean
feeling a whole lot worse.

There are some fears over which we
have no control. It does no good for us to
stay awake at night worrying about bird
flu in China or whether the bag of lettuce
in our crisper is contaminated. However,
we can take positive steps to minimize
our exposure to infection, keep current on
the news about food recalls, and do as
much as we can to protect ourselves.

Finally, we can also rely on faith, which
is more powerful than any fear. Even if
we have an illness, or quake at the sweep-
ing changes to health care as we have
known it, God is great and gives us all we
need.

With that, in mind and heart, why are
we afraid?

Taking the fear out of medical care

Kent

Pratt

This would be funny
(if it wasn’t so true)
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Along with the parishioners of Sacred
Heart Parish, Menard, Fr. Albert
Ezeanya, Deacon Tim Graham and Fr.
Knick Knickerbocker on June 7 com-
memorated the anniversary of the
destruction of the nearby Mission San
Sabá. The old church, the first Catholic
Church building in the Diocese of San
Angelo, is now a shrine dedicated to the
memory of those slain in the attack and
to give thanks to God for the coming of
Christianity to the Hill Country of Texas.   

The Mission Santa Cruz de San Sabá
was established in order to evangelize the
Native Americans, and was serving well
the spiritual needs of the Apache Indians
in the area.  Other tribes, however, saw
the facility as a target for raiding.  On the
morning of March 17, 1758 some two
thousand Comanche, Cado and Wichita
Indians attacked without warning.  Two
Franciscan friars were among those
killed.  The mission was burned to the
ground and abandoned.  The Spanish sol-
diers at the Presidio could not respond in
time to protect the victims and in fact
were also attacked.

“Despite the apparent failure of the San
Saba mission, the purpose of the work
that began there has prevailed.  Today we
enjoy the blessings of the Christian faith
that first came to this part of Texas two
hundred and fifty six years ago,” said
Deacon Graham.  The annual Mass and
celebration was initiated by Bishop
Michael Pfeifer, OMI, at the first com-
memorative mass on the 250th anniver-
sary of the event.    

Thanks to an archeological investiga-
tion and dig conducted in 1993 at the
direction of Dr. Grant Hall from Texas

Tech University, the original site of the
mission was rediscovered.  It is located
on private land a few miles east of
Menard.  Attempts to procure the site
have not yet been successful, so the bish-
op dedicated the old stone church in
Menard as a shrine to preserve the mem-
ory of those who were so dedicated to
the Lord that their lives were their final
offering.

The parish enjoyed refreshments on the
lawn and a dramatization by Sacred
Heart students of the events being com-
memorated during the memorial Mass. 

PHOTOS: Above, Parishioners of Sacred
Heart Parish in Menard. At right, Fr. Albert
Ezeanya, left, Deacon Tim Graham and Fr.
Knick Knickerbocker.

Mission Santa Cruz de San Saba commemorated

Francis: Pope of the Americas — and a Cursillista
Editor’s Note: The following is a letter sent
to all Cursillistas -- those who have com-
pleted a Cursillos weekend -- from Cardinal
Jorge Mario Bergoglio, Archbishop of
Buenos Aires, now Pope Francis on June
13, 2011.

———

"The good seed are those belonging to
the kingdom." (Mt. 13:38)

Dear Cursillistas:
As we approach the celebration of the

feast of Saint Paul, your patron, and

model of how to live “de colores,” we
give thanks to God for all the fruits that
the Cursillos in Christianity Movement
has generously given the Church.

Your service of proclaiming Christ by
being his witnesses in your everyday
environments, is an embodiment, a con-
crete renewal of the Baptism that we
have received in Him and makes you dis-
ciples and missionaries of the Word, as
this was expressed in the Dogmatic
Constitution on the Church: “Through
their baptism and confirmation all are
commissioned to the apostolate by the

Lord Himself" (Lumen Gentium no. 33).
I write to you conscious of the chal-

lenge that today's society presents to the
enculturation of the Gospel; but I trust
that your audacity and apostolic fervor -
born of a personal encounter with self
and with Christ - will lead you to make
history for the good of all. So that, many
brothers and sisters, marginalized or not,
who live on the fringe may feel
embraced by the love of Jesus.

To be a pilgrim in our city means not
becoming comfortable, but to be open to
life and to pay attention to what is hap-

pening in our heart - like a good
Samaritan confronted with the difficult
circumstances of so many brothers and
sisters.

It is necessary that the Cursillos in
Christianity Movement, through the par-
ticipation of everyone, continue its jour-
ney of pastoral conversion as proposed at
Aparecida (Cf. 5th General Conference
of the Bishops of Latin America and the
Caribbean, "Disciples and Missionaries 
of Jesus Christ")

(Please See CURSILLOS/22)
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Bishop Michael D. Pfeifer, right, welcomes four new priests to the diocese, June 8, 2013. (Photo by Alan P. Torre)

Diocese ordains record four new priests

Planned Parenthood

received record total

of tax dollars in ‘11-’12

Catholic Extension Service

Sunday is Aug. 4 in diocese

A Letter from Bishop Michael D. Pfeifer, OMI

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ
of the Diocese of San Angelo:

As I announced to you in an article in the Angelus
in October 2012, I am reminding you that Sunday,
August 4, 2013 is Catholic Extension Society (CES)
Sunday in the Diocese of San Angelo.  This is our
way to express our gratitude and appreciation and
ongoing spiritual support for the Catholic Extension
Society which has been the major outside financial
benefactor for our diocese since its beginning and
even before we were a Diocese. Catholic Extension
Society has given our diocese millions and millions
of dollars during the past 50 years for many min-
istries, programs and projects. Each year we receive
at least $100,000 from the 

(Please See CES/22)

By Most Rev. Michael D. Pfeifer, OMI

With its release of the 2011-2012 Annual Report,
Planned Parenthood, the world’s largest abortion
provider, shows a record number of tax dollars, in the
most recent fiscal year. This tax money provides
almost half of the abortion giant’s budget, although
the report shows that Planned Parenthood has a sur-
plus of funds amounting to more than $1 billion.

With this report, it is apparent that PP has
increased its abortion numbers and decreased its
other health services [which does not include mam-
mograms] all while receiving more than half a billion
tax dollars.  In these days when our government is in
deficit budget spending and struggling with the ever-
growing national debt, we should all protest this
increased funding from our hard-earned tax dollars to
support Planned Parenthood which is taking more
and  more precious unborn lives, on an average of
more than 5,800 every week. Planned Parenthood
opposes common sense regulations on abortion, such
as parent’s involvement and informed consent, and
even defends their right to perform horrific and bru-
tal late-term abortions.

Years ago, Congressman Henry Hyde passed an
amendment forbidding tax funding for abortions.
But, according to Tennessee Congresswoman Diane
Black, Planned Parenthood is circumventing the law
through Title X federally funded grants and purpose-
ly misusing taxpayer dollars.  The bill she is intro-
ducing in the House of Representatives would stop
all taxpayer funding for abortion providers, such as
Planned Parenthood, to ensure that our tax dollars are
used for their intended purposes: women’s health.

By Jimmy Patterson
Editor 
West Texas Angelus

SAN ANGELO — June 8, 2013,
was a historic day in the Diocese of
San Angelo as Bishop Michael D.
Pfeifer, OMI, ordained four new
priests — a record number at one
ordination. Fr. Innocent Eziefule,
Fr. Lorenzo Hatch, Fr. Sam
Matthiesen and Fr. Francis
Onyekozuru were all welcomed to
the priesthood before a full Sacred
Heart Cathedral in San Angelo.

On a serene, picture-perfect day
in the Concho City, the Ordination
Mass to the Sacred Order of the
Priesthood was attended by almost
50 priests, six seminarians of the
diocese, and the Most Rev. Gallela
Prasad, Bishop of the Diocese of
Cuddapah, India. Bishop Prasad is
a former priest in the Diocese of
San Angelo.

A member of the Greek
Orthodox congregation, Fr. John
Afendoulis, was also among the

attendees, as were representatives
from the Oblate School of
Theology in San Antonio and many
more supporters, friends and family
of the four men who took their
vows.

“I will be praying for you during
my priesthood,” sad Fr. Lorenzo
Hatch, who grew up in the Texas
Panhandle town of Dumas. “I ask
that you please pray for me. It’s
been a hard road — eight years,
nine for some — with much
schooling and formation. And
today is just the beginning. I look
forward to working for all of you.”

In his brief comments, Fr.
Innocent acknowledged that his
ordination day was indeed, “a day
the Lord hath made,” and Fr.
Francis thanked several people
close to him, including his semi-
nary director in Nigeria who
always encouraged him that,

“Whenever things are not going
well, please be calm.” Fr. Francis
ended his prepared remarks by
breaking into a trademark song of
thanks from the pulpit.

“Fr. Wade always called me his
workhorse,” Fr. Sam Matthiesen
said of the former seminarian direc-
tor in the diocese, who was also in
attendance. “He always said,
‘We’re not going to speed through
this, but we are going to finish it.’
Thanks to everyone for praying for
me and for vocations. Now, I ask
you for prayers for priests because
we sure do need them. We felt
before how powerful your prayers
are.”

Fr. Innocent has been assigned to
St. Stephen’s in Midland; Fr. Hatch
to the churches of the Southside of
Odessa; Fr. Matthiesen to Holy
Family, in Abilene, and Fr. Francis
to Sacred Heart in Abilene.

Currently, the diocese is on track
to ordain one new priest in 2014
and another four new priests in
2015.

4 Photos of Ordination

Mass, Pgs. 12-13
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On farm or battlefield, Kansas priest gave 'totally of himself'
By Joseph Austin
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — The legacy of
Army chaplain Father Emil Kapaun
endures because of the men who knew

him on the battle-
field and in a prison
camp during the
Korean War, said
the spokesman for
the Army Office of
the Chief of
Chaplains.

"The legacy is
kept alive by the
stories of the sol-
diers," Chaplain

Kenneth W. Stice, a colonel, told
Catholic News Service at a media round-
table at the Pentagon April 10. "That
legacy goes on whether recognized ... or
not."

With Stice were the priest's nephew
Ray Kapaun and Father John Hotze, judi-
cial vicar for the Diocese of Wichita,
Kan., the home diocese of Father
Kapaun. They spoke to CNS the day
before President Barack Obama present-
ed the Medal of Honor posthumously to
the war-hero priest in a White House cer-
emony.

It is the nation's highest military award
for bravery. Ray accepted the honor on
behalf of his uncle, who died May 23,
1951, in a North Korean prisoner of war
camp. Many of those who had served
with the priest looked on from their seats.

In presenting the award, Obama said:
"That faith ... that even in such hell, there
could be a touch of the divine ... was per-
haps the greatest gift to those men. I'm
told that in their darkest hours in the
camp in that valley, these men turned to a
psalm ... 'Even though I walk in the val-
ley of the shadow of death, I will fear no
evil, for you are with me.'"

The record shows that the 35-year-old
chaplain had the chance to fall back to
safety during a battle between U.S. and
Chinese forces but instead chose to stay
and was captured along with dozens of
men. He ministered to his fellow soldiers
even in the prison camp.

"I did not know my uncle ... he died
before I was born," Ray told CNS at the
Pentagon.

Born six years after the priest's death,
Ray came to know his uncle through the
many stories told by his father and moth-
er and the soldiers who knew him in his
final days.

The POWs who knew the priest contin-

ued to talk about him after their libera-
tion, noted Stice.

"I do believe that he is a saint after all
that I've found out about him," Father
Hotze said about the late priest, who is a
candidate for sainthood. Father Hotze has
investigating the chaplain's life for his
cause since 2001.

"I think what sets him apart is that he
was willing to give totally of himself," he
said. "If you look at his life, growing up
he was a typical Kansas farm boy,
(whose) family did not have much." He
had to be creative with what tools he had,
the priest said.

The nephew recalled a story about his
uncle that he said has been passed down
for generations. The grandparents of the
future priest were going into town, and
they entrusted the boy with caring for the
farm while they were gone.

Young Emil accepted the responsibility
with eagerness but encountered an obsta-
cle when it came time to milk the cow,
because "Grandma was the only one who

could milk that cow," Ray said. "The cow
wouldn't (even) let him get close."

Emil went back into the house and
found his grandmother's work garments
and bonnet. He dressed himself up just
the way she would have done, and then
waddled out to the barn in just the way
"that Grandma would always do ... (and)
had no problem whatsoever milking the
cow," Ray continued.

"He was a very smart person growing
up," he explained. His uncle as a young-
ster would always help his classmates,
tutoring them, and investing the time to
make sure they could complete their
assignments.

Years later in the POW camp that was
his home in his final days, Father Kapaun
used his wits to steal food from the
guarded warehouse to supply the starving
soldiers with food, Father Hotze told
CNS.

"He gave his life for his sheep," Army
Chief of Chaplains Father Donald
Rutherford told a Pentagon Channel

reporter during the media round-table.

Father Rutherford, a Catholic priest who
holds the rank of major general, said he
encourages his young chaplains to look
at Father Kapaun as an example of the
"Army values: of being soldiers, of loyal-
ty, of respect, of dignity, of selfless serv-
ice, of honor, (and) of personal courage."

In his homily on Palm Sunday, April 6,
1941, Father Kapaun said: "Men find it
easy to follow one who has endeared
himself to them. A man finds it a pleas-
ure to serve one who has saved his life."

When soldiers fall wounded on the bat-
tlefield, they need someone there to give
them encouragement and hope.

"(Father) Kapaun did that," said Stice.
He used every opportunity to encourage
the troops, gave them a will to live, a
meaning and a purpose to keep going, the
chaplain said. He trained soldiers to be
loyal to their country and their values,
and to never let go of that thing that
holds all of humanity together: life. 

U.S. Army chaplain Father Emil Joseph Kapaun, above photo and at left, who died May 23, 1951, in a North Korean prisoner of war camp,

is pictured celebrating Mass from the hood of a jeep Oct. 7, 1950, in South Korea. He was captured about a month later. The Medal of

Honor, the nation's highest military award for bravery, was awarded to the priest posthumously at the White House April 11, 2013. (CNS

photo/courtesy U.S. Army medic Raymond Skeehan)
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Obama nominates retired CRS president as U.S. ambassador to Vatican
By Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — President
Barack Obama June 14 nominated
Ken Hackett, retired president of
Catholic Relief Services, to be U.S.
ambassador to the Holy See.

Obama's announcement about
Hackett came late in the day, along
with his nominees for ambassador
posts in Brazil, Spain, Germany,
Denmark and Ethiopia.

"It gives me great confidence that

such dedicated and capable individ-
uals have agreed to join this admin-
istration to serve the American peo-
ple. I look forward to working with
them in the months and years to
come," the president said.

Hackett retired in December 2011
after 18 years as president of CRS,
the U.S. bishops' overseas relief and
development agency.

As U.S. ambassador to the
Vatican, he succeeds Miguel Diaz,
who left the post in late 2012. Diaz

now is a professor of faith and cul-
ture at the University of Dayton,
Ohio.

Hackett was appointed president
of CRS in 1993. During his tenure,
he established a division focusing on
outreach to dioceses, parishes,
Catholic organizations, and colleges
and universities, and laypeople were
first appointed to the CRS board of
directors.

Catholic Relief Services now
operates in more than 100 countries,

with a global staff of nearly 5,000.
Born in West Roxbury, Mass.,

Hackett joined the Peace Corps
shortly after his 1968 graduation
from Boston College. Assigned to a
Catholic mission in rural Ghana, he
worked in an agricultural coopera-
tive and saw "the actual impact of
American food aid on the health and
well-being of very poor kids in a
very isolated part of a West African
country," he said recently.

Midland youth writes Texas
senators about abortion bill
(The following is a letter written by a 14-year-old boy in Midland

addressed to Texas Senators):

Dear Committee Members,
My name is Dylan and next month I will be 14 years old.

You might think I am only a kid, but my birth mother had me
when she was only 14. It is a weird feeling to think about
how different my life could have been if Child Protective
Services had not removed me from her care and put me in a
foster home with my brother and sister when I was 4.

My brother and sister were adopted by our foster parents
when I was 6, my sister was 3 and my brother was 7 months.
Our birth parents’ rights were terminated because our fathers
were in jail and didn’t want us and our birth mother loves meth
more than her life or anyone else’s life. Luckily for us, she
loved life at some point because she didn’t get an abortion.

I know we didn’t start the same as the kids we go to school
with. I know that some people think my birth mother should
have had abortions. I am really glad she didn’t because I am
glad I was born.

I am thankful to the state of Texas for saving our lives as
abused and neglected kids. By the time I was 4, my sister
and I had our stomachs pumped because we ate drugs. My
sister was in the hospital because of big bruises when she
was a baby. My birth mother was arrested in front of us for
cooking meth in our kitchen. We never had food in our
kitchen. The last time CPS picked me up was because I tried
to walk from San Angelo to my grandmother’s house in
Sonora to get food for my little sister. She wouldn’t stop cry-
ing because she was a year and a half old and we were hun-
gry. My birth mother wouldn’t wake up to feed us, so I left.
A lady picked me up on the highway and took me to the
cops. 

The State of Texas saved my life, my sister J.’s life and my
brother B.’s life. Now we live in a loving home and always
have food. I will never do drugs. I hope the State of Texas
keeps saving children and I hope they will try to save unborn
babies, too. 

Unborn babies deserve to have the same chance that we had.
I know we cost money to save us, but I think we are worth it.

Thank you,
Dylan H

Disappointment rules over abortion bill failure

AUSTIN (CNS) -- The Texas
Catholic Conference was "disap-
pointed that the disruptions in the
Senate chamber" prevented state
lawmakers from passing a strict
abortion law before a midnight
deadline June 25.

After a nearly 13-hour filibuster
by Democratic Sen. Wendy Davis
of Fort Worth, her effort fell 15
minutes short of the midnight vot-
ing deadline, so opponents of the
measure cheered, clapped and
shouted to try to interrupt voting
so it couldn't take place during
what was a special session of the
Legislature.

The bill would have banned
abortion after 20 weeks of preg-
nancy. It also would have required
many clinics that perform abor-
tions to upgrade their facilities to
be classified as ambulatory surgi-
cal centers and require clinic doc-
tors to have admitting privileges at
hospitals.

News reports said that
Democratic members in the
Republic-controlled state Senate
would not have been able to vote
down the measure so they decided
to try to not let the vote take place.

Davis was required to speak
nonstop on the topic without sit-
ting down or leaning on a desk.
She read the stories of witnesses
and analyzed the bill in detail. Her
attempt to stop the vote ended
when she was told she strayed off
topic three times.

At first, Lt. Gov. David
Dewhurst, acting as Senate presi-
dent, said voting had begun before

the deadline and had resulted in a
19-10 vote for the measure and it
would go to Gov. Rick Perry's
desk for his signature. But then
Dewhurst said the deadline had
passed before voting began.

"As a result, measures to protect
unborn life and to increase the
health and safety of Texas women
have been delayed," said a state-
ment from the Texas Catholic
Conference, the public policy arm
of the state's bishops.

Because of the confusion, the
conference urged Perry to "call a
second special session quickly to
address this and the other issues
that were not resolved before time
ran out on the first special ses-
sion."

On June 26, Perry announced a
second special session would start
July 1 and ordered lawmakers to
meet for 30 more days so they can
take action on the abortion bill.

In an earlier statement, the Texas
Catholic bishops said they sup-
ported the abortion restrictions for
not only having "the potential to
reduce the number of abortions in
Texas -- estimated by some to be
as much as 20,000 annually" but
also for ensuring the health and
safety of Texas women.

"While the Texas Catholic
Conference opposes abortion, it
equally values protecting and pre-
serving the health of women,
whose lives and dignity are just as
precious as those destroyed by the
act of abortion," it said. "Short of
closing these abortions facilities,
we must require that providers and

practitioners meet the most rigor-
ous, mandatory standards of med-
ical inspections and regulation."

Across the country in North
Dakota, the state's only abortion
clinic filed suit against a new law
in that bans abortions for sex-
selection or genetic defect and
prohibits abortion once a fetal
heartbeat is detected, which could
be as early as six weeks of preg-
nancy.

The suit was filed when Red
River Women's Clinic, the state's
only abortion clinic, filed suit, ask-
ing a federal judge in Bismarck to
block the laws.

"Although it comes as no sur-
prise, it is still disappointing that
the Red River Women's Clinic,
through a New York-based pro-
abortion rights law firm, would
use the federal courts to thwart
science, justice, and the will of the
people of North Dakota," said
Christopher Dodson, who is exec-
utive director of the North Dakota
Catholic Conference, which is the
public policy arm of the state's
bishops.

"It is especially appalling that
the state's only abortion center is
seeking legal license to abort chil-
dren solely because of their gender
or genetic traits," he said in a June
25 statement. "Advocates for the
disabled and women should join in
condemning the clinic's actions."

About the clinic's challenge of
the fetal heartbeat measure, he said
North Dakotans "sent a message
that the courts should no longer
ignore science." 

Perry calls 2nd special session so lawmakers can vote
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Your Family

Coming of  Age

Putting the talents
of your youth to

work in the parish
By Karen Osborne
Catholic News Service

When I was a teenager, my mother worked as the
youth minister at my parish, so I ended up going to
every service project and every prayer
service we hosted. We weren't a big
group. There were four of us on the
core committee, with others coming in
and out when they needed service
hours for confirmation or graduation. I
remember having a lot of fun.

While we ran service projects, such
as collecting coats for the homeless
in the fall and painting Habitat for
Humanity houses in the spring, a lot of other groups
in the parish requested our help, too.

Often, they'd ask us to do the boring work, like set-
ting up chairs and taking out the garbage at a parish
dinner. While we were more than happy to help, mom
always made it clear to the parishioners that whatever
the kids were involved in, adults had to participate,
too, and vice versa.

Volunteers couldn't just use us as "cheap labor" to
do the things they didn't want to do. She thought it
was important that we got to be an integral part of the
church community from a young age.

Because of mom's view, many of the members of
our youth group still are active in the church and in
community service.

My mom knew something that isn't always obvious
to adults: Teens are talented and have a lot to offer.

But why have some teens moved away from the
church? Some say it's because homilies are boring
and don't apply to teens' lives. Some say it's because
what the church says doesn't apply to modern life and
modern problems. Those complaints have some valid-
ity.

Adults forget. They don't understand. For many
adults, teens seem like space aliens. That's where the
boring homilies and boring service projects come
from. When teens walk away from places like that,
the rifts in our communities grow wider and deeper,
and everyone suffers.

A true community is not one where everyone
thinks, acts and looks the same. Good communities
have and celebrate variety.

The best, most welcoming church communities are
those in which young people have a consistent and
open dialogue with older generations. In these places,
young people are on parish councils, learning about
and offering their opinions on the challenges facing
their lives and communities.

(Please See OSBORNE/23)

By Bill Dodds
Catholic News Service

I'm not surprised that this summer is
bringing back many memories of times
when our three children were younger.
This is the first one since their mom,
my wife Monica,
died last winter.

What surprises
me, but shouldn't,
was how wise she
was about making
family memories.
She was the one
who realized how
precious and fleet-
ing these moments
become, and how
important it is to spend time together
and take advantage of each summer.

And so there are photos, digital
videos, videotapes and even a few 8
mm movie reels of almost 40 summers
of family life. They stretch back to the
year of our engagement (1973) to the
year we knew her cancer had returned
(2012) and she had less than a year to
live.

We have memories of 1973 and a
camping trip with her two younger sis-
ters and my two younger sisters as our
"chaperones." We have memories of
last summer, of a weekend in a rented
house on the Washington state coast
with two sons, a daughter and her hus-
band, their two children, and a beagle.

The first summer there were sleeping
bags, tarps and utensils for cooking
over a campfire. The last included an
oxygen machine, a wheelchair and a
variety of medicines. Both were brim-
ming with laughter and love, and so
were many summers in between.

What about this summer? The advice
I offer you is the same I hope to fol-
low:
4Make a plan. Those events, from
picnics to vacations to family reunions,
don't just happen. Without some plan-
ning, and following through on that
planning, it's suddenly September.
4Expect some opposition. A body at
rest tends to stay at rest and it seems
that sometimes nobody wants to get
moving. Unless your children are
preschoolers, it usually takes a little
selling (and pushing) to get family

members on board.
4Realize it takes some work. You're
tired, too, but someone has to get the
ball rolling and keep it moving. That's
true whether it's only a day trip, a
Sunday drive or an evening watching a
game at the local ballpark.
4 Be open to the adventure of it. In
"family speak," that means something
is bound to fall apart, go wrong or get
messed up. But, looking back, that may
end up being the highlight of the event
and make the best story in years to
come. It might even become legendary.
4 "Take a picture in your head."
That was Monica's advice. Yes, use the
camera (or cellphone) for photos and
videos but stop, pay attention and
make a point of remembering what you
see and what's happening.

Thank God for this summer, for this
opportunity to spend time with loved
ones, here and now.

---
Bill Dodds and his late wife, Monica,

were the founders of the Friends of St.
John the Caregiver (www.FSJC.org).
Bill can be contacted at
BillDodds@YourAgingParent.com. 

Making family memories this summer

Dodds

Osborne

Always rely on your spiritual GPS, cardinal says
By Mark Zimmermann
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — In a world
where many have lost their way, a
noted Latin American cardinal urged
the 2013 graduates of Don Bosco
Cristo Rey High School to rely on
their "spiritual GPS" to guide them in
life.

Speaking at Cristo Rey's May 29
Baccalaureate Mass in Washington,
Cardinal Oscar Rodriguez Maradiaga
of Tegucigalpa, Honduras, encour-
aged the students to rely on a spiritu-
al GPS synchronized on the word of

God, the Eucharist and Mary.
"With this, you will never be lost!"

said the cardinal, who celebrated the
Mass for Cristo Rey's 55 graduating
students in the Crypt Church of the
Basilica of the National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception. Don Bosco
Cristo Rey High School, located in
Takoma Park, Md., is co-sponsored
by the Archdiocese of Washington
and by the Salesians of Don Bosco,
Cardinal Rodriguez's order.

Noting that man over the centuries
has relied on the stars and then com-
passes to guide them, Cardinal
Rodriguez said that today even with

technological advances like the GPS
satellite navigation system, "many
people do not know where to go.
They are lost in life."

He encouraged the youth to read
the Bible frequently, "to keep the
word of God not only in your hearts,
but in your mind." The Eucharist --
the bread of life -- will nourish and
strengthen their faith as they proceed
on life's journey, he said. Mary leads
people to Jesus, he said, noting her
advice at the wedding feast of Cana,
to do what Jesus says. Cardinal 

(Please See GPS/23)



By Father Kenneth Doyle
Catholic News Service

Q. I am a lifelong Catholic, and I find
myself having a crisis of faith. The age-old
question, "Why does God allow bad things
to happen to innocent
people?" becomes harder
and harder to answer in
the wake of so many nat-
ural disasters. An atheist
said to me recently, "If
your God is all-powerful
and all-loving, as you say
he is, he could have
stopped the Oklahoma
tornado with a mere
thought. Why didn't he?" How do I
answer that? (Columbus, Ohio)

A. The easiest answer to the atheist hap-
pens also to be the most honest one: We don't
know. To pretend that we have, while on this
side of heaven, a clear and comprehensive
"theology of tornadoes" is foolish.

Moral evil, even, is easier to understand
than natural disasters: St. Augustine, among
others, argues that God allows our evil
actions because to prevent them would
undermine our freedom, and the benefit of
free will outweighs all of its ill effects. But
disasters, such as earthquakes and hurricanes,
are more difficult to explain. Clearly we
believe that God could control them if he
wanted -- in Chapter 4 of Mark's Gospel,
after Jesus had calmed the waves, the apos-

tles ask, "Who then is this whom even wind
and sea obey?"

Catholic teaching would suggest that
disharmony in nature is one of the conse-
quences of original sin; this is the approach
taken in No. 400 in the Catechism of the
Catholic Church, which lists as one of the
results of Adam's fall that "harmony with cre-
ation is broken; visible creation has become
alien and hostile to man."

As Archbishop Thomas G. Wenski of
Miami once explained, natural disasters "can
suggest that our planet itself is 'in rebellion'
against the original order of a loving Creator
God."

I prefer to think, though, that a full explana-
tion eludes us. My natural reason tells me that
God exists: The rising of the sun each morn-
ing convinces me that a master planner is in
charge. That conviction is ratified by my faith
in the risen Jesus, whose core message was
about a Father in heaven who loves me and
wants my happiness. On that solid basis, I'm
content to deal for now with some ambiguity,
like Job. (Job, remember, was beset by all
manner of ill fortune, and when he demanded
an explanation, God's reply was, "Where were
you when I founded the earth?" (Jb 38:4).

The German Jesuit theologian Father Karl
Rahner was right: The incomprehensibility of
suffering is part of the incomprehensibility of
God himself. If I could understand, at this
point in my journey, everything about God,
he really wouldn't be God at all.

Q. I have been asked many times why

Catholics end the Lord's Prayer with
"deliver us from evil," while Protestants
continue on with "for thine is the king-
dom," etc. Is it because the additional
phrase was not said by Christ when he
taught the prayer to the apostles? (North
Myrtle Beach, S.C.)

A. The original manuscripts of the Gospel
(Mt 6:9-13) end the Lord's Prayer, as taught to
the apostles by Jesus, with "deliver us from
evil," and this has been the Catholic version
of the prayer. All the official "Catholic" texts
of the Bible down through the centuries --
including the Vulgate, the Douay-Rheims, the
Confraternity Edition and the New American
Bible -- have never appended the additional
verse, and Catholic and Protestant commenta-
tors are in general agreement that it was never
a part of the original text.

As early as the year 100 A.D., though, the
doxology beginning "for thine is the king-
dom" had been added to some manuscripts,
and it was included in the Didache, a first-
century manual of morals, worship and doc-
trine in the church. (A doxology is a short
hymn-like verse that exalts the glory of God.)

The doxology found its way into the stan-
dard Protestant version of the Lord's Prayer
during the 16th century Reformation in
England under Queen Elizabeth I.

In the Catholic Mass, after "deliver us from
evil," the priest recites the prayer that begins,
"Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil
..." before saying, with the congregation, the
concluding doxology.

The Angelus JULY 2013  Page 17  

By Father John Catoir
Catholic News Service

Imagine that God is
speaking to you directly.
What would he say?

I believe that God
wants you to grow in his
love. He would tell you
to decide to live in his
joy. You honor God best
when you make a deci-
sion to live joyfully
because of the knowledge
of his love. In John 15:11
we read, "I have told you this so that my
joy may be in you and your joy may be
complete."

God would tell you to think of others:
"Therefore, encourage one another and
build one another up," (St. Paul in 1 Thes
5:11).

God also would tell you not to put your-
self down. Love your neighbor as you love
yourself. That means, do not put yourself
down. Be your best friend, not your worst
enemy. Be nice to yourself. Fear is the
enemy of joy.

God also would tell you to honor Mary,
our Blessed Mother. On the cross Jesus
said, according to John 19:27, "Behold,
your mother." By God's great design, Mary
gave us our savior Jesus Christ. Jesus cer-
tainly loves and honors his mother. He is
bone of her bone, flesh of her flesh. Since
we have Jesus living within us, his love for
her shines through us.

Now imagine that God is still speaking to
you. This is what God, our Father in heav-
en who is truly in love with his children
(including you), would say:

"You do not have to be clever to please
me; all you have to do is desire my love.
Talk to me as you would to a dear friend.
Are you afraid of anything? Trust your

fears to me. I will not leave you. Whom do
you want to pray for? I know their needs,
but I want you to show your love for them,
and trust me to do what I know is best.

"Tell me the things you feel guilty about,
and I will forgive you. Do not be ashamed
of your past, there are many saints in heav-
en who had the same faults as you. They
prayed and gradually their faults were cor-
rected.

"Has anyone caused you pain? Tell me
about it. Are you willing to forgive them
and ignore your bad feelings? Do it for me,
and I will send you a special gift of heal-
ing.

"Never hesitate to ask me to bless your
body and mind, to send you health and suc-
cess. I can give you everything you need.
Remember to tell me of your love and grat-
itude.

"Come back to me tomorrow, and I shall
have more blessings for you. Go in peace."

Our Holy Father’s 
2013 Monthly Intentions

JULY
World Youth Day. That

World Youth Day in Brazil may
encourage all young
Christians to become disciples
and missionaries of the
Gospel.

Asia. That throughout Asia
doors may be open to mes-
sengers of the Gospel.

AUGUST
Parents and Teachers.

That parents and teachers
may help the new generation
to grow in upright conscience
and life.

The Church in Africa. That
the local Church in Africa,
faithfully proclaiming the
Gospel, may promote peace
and justice.

Daily Offering Prayer
Jesus, through the

Immaculate Heart of Mary I
offer you my prayers, works,
joys and sufferings of this day
in union with the Holy Sacrifice
of the Mass throughout the
world. I offer them for all the
intentions of Your Sacred
Heart: the salvation of souls,
reparation for sin and the
reunion of all Christians. I offer
them for the intentions of our
bishops and of all Apostles of
Prayer, and in particular for
those recommended by our
Holy Father this month.

Why would God allow the Oklahoma tornado?

Imagine for a moment that God is speaking

Our Faith

Doyle

Catoir
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July Study Question

When describing why he created a
council for the promotion of the New
Evangelization, Pope Benedict XVI stated
that the mission of the Church has always
remained the same, but the cultural con-
text confronting man and the Church have
changed.  The council will help the
Church understand the cultural contexts
of the twenty-first century. (Disciples
Called to Witness p.7)

The New Evangelization calls us to
renew our faith so that we can share it with
others. (Disciples Called to Witness p.8)

The mission of the Church to evangel-
ize has never changed.  What are ways
to awaken in the community a desire to
invite others on the journey of faith in the
Church?  What tool can we provide in this
endeavor?

Bishops, others meet with cautious optimism
By Rev. Joseph Uecker, C.PP.S.

Pope Paul spent January 4-6, 1964 in
the Holy Land and attracted crowds like
a rock star. He met eight times with
Orthodox and Armenian patriarchs and

representatives of other Christian com-
munities. The high point was his meet-
ing with Patriarch Athanagoras of
Constantinople. Not since the Council of
Florence in 1439 had pope and patriarch
met and taken steps to end the differ-
ences between their two churches. This
meeting was a great impetus to the
Council to press forward with the docu-
ment on ecumenism. For a few days,
everything seemed possible. 

Hard work lay ahead for the bishops.
Some wanted to expedite matters and
make the third period the last. Other
bishops, however, wanted the Council to
take all the time needed to do the job
right. They feared what might happen if
it became a rush job. The most obvious
way to speed up the Council was to
reduce the number of documents.
Cardinal Doepfner devised a plan to
have only six schemas. The plan sound-
ed good, but when the bishops reassem-

bled, the plan was gradually abandoned.
The Doctrinal Commission worked

hard and had the document on the
Church basically “signed, sealed and
delivered,” when Pope Paul handed the
commission some “suggestions” which
he wished the commission to consider.
Were they suggestions? Was this a nice

way of saying “This is what I want?”
What were they? 

One suggestion which was “corrected” 
reminded the pope that he is responsible
to the Word of God, to the 

(Please See VATICAN/21)

Pope Paul VI, Giovanni

Battista Montini, is pictured

in an undated portrait from

the Vatican. Elected pope

June 21, 1963, he recon-

vened the Second Vatican

Council following the death

of Pope John XXIII. Pope

Benedict XVI advanced the

sainthood cause of Paul VI

by issuing a Dec. 20 decree

recognizing that he had lived

Christian virtues in a heroic

way. (CNS photo) 

Vaticano Segundo, 1964: El tercer periodo primera parte
Rev. Joseph Uecker, C.PP.S

Ahora movemos de 1963 al 1964. El
Papa Pablo pasó el 4-6 de enero de 1964
en la Tierra Santa y atrajo las
muchedumbres como una estrella. Se
juntó 8 veces con patriarcas ortodoxos y
armenios y representantes de otras comu-
nidades cristianas. El punto alto de su
visita fue su reunión con el Patriarca
Athanagoras de Constantinopla. Desde el
Concilio de Florencia en 1439, nunca se
había reunido papa y patriarca y tomado
pasos para terminar las diferencias entre
sus dos iglesias.  Esta reunión dio un
gran impulso al Concilio a seguir ade-
lante con el documento sobre el ecu-
menismo. Por unos pocos días, todo
parecía posible. 

Les esperaba mucho trabajo duro.
Algunos querían acelerar las cosas y
hacer que el tercer período fuera el últi-
mo. Otros obispos, sin embargo, querían
que el Concilio tomara todo el tiempo
necesario para completar el trabajo cor-
rectamente. Tenían miedo de que si lle-
gara a ser algo de prisa. La manera más
evidente de acelerar el Concilio era
reducir el número de documentos. El

Cardenal Doepfner concibió un plan de
tener solamente seis esquemas. Pareció
bueno el plan, pero cuando los obispos se
reunieron de nuevo, el plan fue gradual-
mente abandonado.

La Comisión Doctrinal trabajó muy
duro y tenía listo el documento sobre la
Iglesia, cuando el Papa Pablo entregó a
la comisión unas “sugerencias” que él
quería la comisión considerara. ¿Eran
sugerencias? ¿Era esto una manera cortés
de decir “Esto es lo que quiero?” ¿Qué
eran?

Una “sugerencia” que fue “corregida”
por la comisión en su reporte al Papa era
que él (papa) quería que el documento
dijera que el Papa fue responsable sola-
mente a Dios. La comisión rechazó esto,
recordando al Papa que él es responsable
a la Palabra de Dios, a la estructura fun-
damental de la Iglesia y a las defini-
ciones de concilios anteriores.

La noche antes de la apertura del tercer
período del Concilio, una carta de 25 car-
denales y otros fue entregado al Papa.
Era una “admonición” que más debate
sobre la colegialidad convertiría la
Iglesia de una monarquía a una iglesia
episcopaliana. A Pablo no le agradó esta

carta, especialmente llegando la noche
antes de que el Concilio iba a abrir, y él
les dijo a los autores que esto debe ser
para los obispos reunidos en el Concilio.
Era evidente que habría chispas.

Un mes más antes, el 6 de agosto, el
Papa Pablo había publicado su primer
encíclico Ecclsiam Suam (Su Iglesia). En
este encíclico, Pablo evitó el asunto de
colegialidad directamente. Dijo que
quería que los obispos tuvieran la liber-
tad necesaria para tener un debate pro-
ductivo y trajo una nueva palabra al
vocabulario del Concilio: diálogo.

Durante est tiempo, las reglas y pro-
cedimientos para operar en el Concilio
fueron revisados, pero aún con las revi-
siones, había confusión, especialmente
cuando resultó una crisis. Las cosas pro-
cedían sin problemas al principio del ter-
cer período, pero el problema anterior
que no fue resuelto de la responsabilidad
final seguía siendo problema para el
Concilio. Los apartamentos papales
habían comenzado a competir con la
asamblea en San Pedro como el centro
de atención. El día de la apertura, se les
avisó a los expertos que estaban allí para
servir a los obispos, no para dar entrevis-

tas ni comunicar con los medios de
comunicación.

Nosotros, los mayores, recordamos la
crisis de los misiles en Cuba en 1962 al
abrirse el primer período. Al abrirse este
período, el mundo parecía muy obscuro
una vez más. El asesino del Presidente
Kennedy en 1963, la guerra en Vietnam,
Algeria en confusión porque los france-
ses preparaban a salir de su colonia ante-
rior. Sin embargo había algo de optimis-
mo al abrirse el Concilio el 14 de sep-
tiembre, 1964 para el tercer período.
Durante la misa que abrió este período,
el Papa Pablo concelebró con 24 otros de
19 países. Hasta ese momento, la concel-
ebración se veía solamente en las ordena-
ciones. La Constitución Sobre la Sagrada
Liturgia había establecido la concele-
bración y esto era pruebo que el Papa
Pablo estaba tomando en serio estas
cosas.

Después de la misa, el Papa habló bas-
tante sobre la relación entre el Papa y los
obispos que él describió como el asunto
más grave para el Concilio. Habló del
papel de los obispos en gobernar la 

(Mira VATICANO/21)

VATICAN II — 1964
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Catholic Charitable Foundation of San Angelo announces grants
West Texas Angelus

The Board of Trustees of the Catholic
Charitable Foundation for the Roman
Catholic Diocese of San Angelo met on
June 17 to award grants from the avail-
able distributable funds of $15,547 from
the Unrestricted Endowment of the
Foundation for the year ending June 30,
2013. These funds are applicable for any
of the charitable purposes encompassed
by the foundation’s mission and goals.
The board of trustees, with the concur-
rence of the Chairman, Bishop Michael
Pfeifer, OMI, determines annually how
funds from the Unrestricted Endowment
are dedicated toward specific grants and
purposes.

This is the initial year for grants to be
made from these funds.  Grant applica-
tions are due each year by April 15. In
this first cycle, six grant applications
were reviewed by the Board and grants
totaling $15,547 were awarded as fol-

lows: Our Mother of Mercy Mission in
Merkel ($2,500) for a roof restoration
project; Holy Family Mission in Mereta
($1,000) for paving handicap parking
spaces; Newman Center in San Angelo
($789) for a laptop computer and soft-
ware; St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Odessa
($500) towards cost of youth attending
the Steubenville West Youth Conference
in Tucson, Ariz.; Catholic Outreach
Services of San Angelo ($1,000) toward
fuel for workers seeking employment;

and St. Francis Mission in Iraan ($1,250)
for sanctuary furnishings.  A grant of
$2,836 ($8,508 total) was awarded to
each of the three Catholic Schools in our
Diocese:  St. Mary’s Central Catholic
School in Odessa, St. Ann’s School in
Midland, and Angelo Catholic School in
San Angelo. These school grants aug-
ment the $2,500 awarded to each school
in January 2013. With the June 2013
grants from the Foundation, aggregate
grants in the amount of $23,047 have
now been distributed from the
Unrestricted Endowment of the
Foundation.

The Foundation is blessed to have
experienced healthy annual growth in
endowed principal through investment
appreciation, income and gifts.  The
Board of Trustees will continue, insofar
as possible, to make grants each year.
The Board will review grant requests
postmarked by April 15, thereafter mak-
ing the grants with available funds
according to the needs deemed most

appropriate under foundation guidelines
and purposes. It is reasonable to expect
that grant requests will often exceed the
grant funding capacity of the foundation.
Thus there can be no assurance that each
and every grant request will be funded,
either in whole or in part, in any given
year.  The type of grants awarded will
likely vary each year, both in amounts
and purposes.

Grants of $7,882 were also paid this
year to the beneficiaries as designated by
the Donors of  the Designated
Endowment Funds. In addition, $94,000
was distributed to the Agencies who have
management agreements with the foun-
dation for the management of their
endowments. The trustees appreciate the
support of all donors. A gift to the foun-
dation is a gift that will serve our
Catholic community forever. For addi-
tional information on the foundation
please visit www.catholicfoundation-
sanangelo.org.

[Un amigo especial de México

quien estuvo conmigo en el

seminario hizo la siguiente tra-

ducción de un artículo del

Angelus hace unos tres años. 

Gracias, Mauricio.  –Obispo

Miguel]

Soy un pequeño, diminuto.

Aún así, ¡soy un problema
controversial en el mundo!

Fui concebido en un “acto de
amor”.
Y ni así, jamás me sentiré
amado.

Nunca tendré la oportunidad
de sentir la alegría y sonreír.
En cambio, he sentido un
gran tormento y un gran
dolor.

Se me negó el derecho a la
vida.
Aún cuando vivo entre per-
sonas libres.

Nunca contemplaré la hermo-
sura natural de una mariposa
o el colorido de un atardecer.

Aún así, en mi breve existen-
cia, ¡presencié confusión, vio-
lencia y una total oscuridad!

No quiero que la sociedad se
compadezca de mí.
Más bien les pido ¡que se
compadezcan de la sociedad!

Sé que este asunto ha existido
y seguirá existiendo por
mucho tiempo.
Sólo que ¡lamento mucho la
brevedad de mi existencia!

No es mi deseo haber nacido
en un mundo de riquezas y de
abundancia.
Sólo les pido que me dejen
nacer.

No quiero que se sientan
tristes ahora. ¡Sean agradeci-
dos!
¡Sean agradecidos con sus
padres amorosos que yo
nunca tendré!

Tomado del W.T. Angelus,
March, 2010. Traducido por
el Prof. Mauricio Zárate
Jarquín.

El lamento de un nonato
Mónica (Franke) Keyes

‘With all these gifts I feel like

the richest person on earth!’
Bishop’s Note: In preparation to celebrate the
Sacrament of Confirmation with the young people of
our Diocese, I send a letter to each community, invit-
ing our young people in turn to send me a letter about
what this beautiful Sacrament of the new coming of
the Holy Spirit means for them.  The inspiring letter
that follows I received from a wonderful young
woman, Brittany Ruiz, who was the only candidate for
Confirmation from Holy Family Mission in Mereta. She
celebrated Confirmation with other young people from
the home parish of St. Ambrose Church in Wall on
April 15, 2013. –Bishop Michael Pfeifer, OMI ] 

By Brittany Ruiz

My name is Brittany Ruiz. I am the candidate for
Confirmation from Holy Family in Mereta. I have
been preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation,
so I would like to share my thoughts on
Confirmation. 

Confirmation is the sacrament that will bring me
closer to God making me a full responsible member
of the Catholic Church; I am ready and serious
about receiving the sacrament. I feel it’s an eye-
opener on my journey of my Catholic faith. This is
not the end of my religious education, it’s the
beginning of a continuing education and service for
God and others. I am nervous and excited to
receive such an honor and so much love from God.
The Holy Spirit, third Person of the Blessed Trinity
is God’s love which will come to me in a special
way marking my soul and heart with the blazing

fire that will shine forth from me, enabling me to
shine through to others. How awesome is my God!

In Confirmation, the Holy Spirit will empower
me with seven beautiful gifts; Wisdom to look at
life and recognize the beautiful things that God has
given me, my life, my family, my friends, and my
church. The gift of Understanding helps me to lis-
ten, not just hear; it teaches me that when I do
wrong, I need to fix it and learn from my mistakes,
God is there with me always. The gift of
Knowledge helps me to always be alert 
and safe when at home or in public. The gift of
Right Judgment helps me to abstain from the things
that harm me and my family. The gift of Courage
helps me to be strong even though others don’t
agree when I defend my faith and my beliefs. The
gift of Reverence helps me to show respect to be
nice more often, to respect the things of God. The
gift of Wonder and Awe is respecting God’s cre-
ation; to give thanks to God, to keep our earth
clean, to me it means that like instead of littering, I
can’t wait till I get home to throw away my trash.
Wow! With all these gifts, I feel that I am the rich-
est person on earth.

My thoughts on the readings of today is that God
loves me so much that He sends His Holy Spirit to
dwell in me and make my heart of stone a heart of
love for God and others. I am one of the 

(Please See GIFTS/22)
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EDICTAL SUMMONS
June 4, 2013

CASE:  ROSE (MOORE) -- BADGER

NO.:  SO 13/28

The Tribunal Office of the Catholic Diocese of San
Angelo is seeking Bertrand Brandt Badger.

You are hereby summoned to appear before the
Tribunal of the Catholic Diocese of San Angelo, at
804 Ford Street, San Angelo, Texas 76905, on or
before the 31st of July 2013, to answer to the
Petition of Lee Eleanor Rose (Moore), now intro-
duced before the Diocesan Tribunal in an action
styled, “Lee Moore and Bertrand Badger, Petition for
Declaration of Invalidity of Marriage.” Said Petition is
identified as Case: ROSE (MOORE) -- BADGER;
Protocol No.: SO 13/28, on the Tribunal Docket of
the Diocese of San Angelo.

You may communicate with the Tribunal in person
or in writing.  Failure to communicate within the pre-
scribed period of time will be considered your con-
sent for the Tribunal to continue its proceedings in
the above-named case.

Given at the Tribunal of the Diocese of San Angelo
on the 4th day June 2013.

Reverend Tom Barley, MSW, MBA, M. Div.,JCL
Judicial Vicar

EDICTAL SUMMONS
June 4, 2013

CASE:  ROSE (MOORE) -- THOMPSON

NO.:  SO 13/29

The Tribunal Office of the Catholic Diocese of San
Angelo is seeking James Guy Thompson.

You are hereby summoned to appear before the
Tribunal of the Catholic Diocese of San Angelo, at
804 Ford Street, San Angelo, Texas 76905, on or
before the 31st of July 2013, to answer to the Petition
of Lee Eleanor Rose (Moore), now introduced before
the Diocesan Tribunal in an action styled, “Lee
Moore and James Thompson, Petition for
Declaration of Invalidity of Marriage.” Said Petition is
identified as Case: ROSE (MOORE) -- THOMPSON;
Protocol No.: SO 13/29, on the Tribunal Docket of the
Diocese of San Angelo.

You may communicate with the Tribunal in person
or in writing.  Failure to communicate within the pre-
scribed period of time will be considered your con-
sent for the Tribunal to continue its proceedings in
the above-named case.

Given at the Tribunal of the Diocese of San Angelo
on the 4th day of June 2013 .

Reverend Tom Barley, MSW, MBA, M. Div.,JCL
Judicial Vicar 

3 books help Catholics share faith
"Envoy For Christ: 25 Years as a Catholic Apologist" by
Patrick Madrid. Servant Books (Cincinnati, 2012). 315 pp.,
$19.99. "Yours Is the Church: How Catholicism Shapes Our
World" by Mike Aquilina. Servant Books (Cincinnati, 2012).
134 pp., $14.99. "Catholic and Confident: Simple Steps to
Share Your Faith" by Henry Libersat. Servant Books
(Cincinnati, 2012). 93 pp., $10.99.

Reviewed by Allan F. Wright / CNS

Henry Libersat, a deacon for the Diocese of Orlando,
Fla., offers a timely book on practical ways to speak
about Jesus and the church in "Catholic and Confident:
Simple Steps to Share Your Faith."

The beauty of Deacon Libersat's book lies in its practi-
cality. Catholics are often intimidated by the word evan-
gelization, viewing it as a Protestant word or associating
it with imposing one's belief on another. Catholics have
often used the excuse of not knowing everything about
the faith to exclude them from talking about Jesus or the
church.

He states early on that: "It is our love of God and
neighbor, rather than academic degrees, which brings
people to Christ and his church. This duty and privilege is
for all Catholics."

Deacon Libersat shares his own story of continual con-
version to Christ as a cradle Catholic. He was taught the
teachings of Jesus and the church yet had with no
encounter with Jesus  until later in life. His personal
acceptance of God's love for him changed him dramati-
cally in 1976 as he went from a person who knew about
Christ to someone who had a personal relationship with
Christ.

He points to models of faith-sharing from characters in
the Scriptures. The account in St. John's Gospel of the
man "blind from birth" who received his sight back is
highlighted. The blind man simply was made aware of
Jesus, recognizes Jesus in a new way and begins to fol-
low Jesus. Deacon Libersat challenges the reader to iden-
tify "your own personal experience with God's saving
love and the stories of other people you know are the

essential and foundational messages that will bring people
to Christ."

This book is an excellent tool for Catholics and espe-
cially useful for grandparents who have been faithful
Catholics throughout the years yet may find it difficult to
articulate who Jesus is to them to family and friends.

Patrick Madrid, one of the country's premier Catholic
apologists, takes a look back over his many years defend-
ing and explaining the Catholic position to various people
on a myriad of topics in "Envoy for Christ: 25 Years as a
Catholic Apologist." He begins by tracing the roots of his
entrance into the field of Catholic apologetics early in
1988 when Karl Keating transitioned from "doing apolo-
getics as a part-time hobby to a full-time enterprise."

This book takes excerpts from Madrid's radio, maga-
zine and personal encounters with those who call into
question and even outright attack the Catholic Church
and gives you an insider view of the nature of the ques-
tions and the Catholic response. One naturally becomes
emboldened about the church and its fidelity to Christ
through Madrid's clear explanation of Catholic teaching
as he also dispels the misinformation so many believe
about the church and Catholic teachings.

Most Catholics lack the depth of knowledge Madrid
has accrued over the years and this book provides insight
to the strength and reason of the Catholic position and the
authority of the Catholic Church, which he makes acces-
sible to the average person in the pew or those who no
longer enter the pew.

As a defender of the Catholic faith for 25 years, Madrid
exhibits courage by wading into hostile waters and wit-
nessing to other Catholics that they have reasons to
believe which are founded solidly in Scripture, tradition
and reason.

The personal way he writes makes this book much
more than a resource for disputed questions focusing on
Catholic belief and practice.

(Please See BOOKS/22)
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EWTN Radio
Catolica

Las estaciones de radio en
las tres deaneries de la dióce-
sis de nuevo están transmitien-
do programas regulares en
español cada fin de semana
por las mañanas. Las sigu-
ientes son las estaciones y el
horario donde usted puede
escuchar EWTN y otros esfuer-
zos de programaciones católi-
cos en español en Abilene,
Midland-Odessa y San Ángelo:

Abilene – KKHR (106.3 FM)
está transmitiendo La Hora
Católica de EWTN en español
los domingos a las 10 a.m.

Midland-Odessa – Padre
Gilberto Rodríguez, el Vicario
Parroquial de la parroquia San
Esteban (St. Stephen’s
Church) de Midland, presenta
el programa los sábados desde
las 5-10 a.m. en KQLM (108
FM) con entrevista cada sába-
do con el Obispo Miguel
Pfeifer, OMI a las 8:45 a.m..
Además, La Hora Católica de
EWTN se puede escuchar los
domingos a las 7 a.m.

San Ángelo – KSJT en San
Ángelo está transmitiendo la
Hora Católica de EWTN los
domingos a las 7 a.m.

EWTN en Espanol
Radio stations in all three of

the deaneries of the diocese
are again running regular week-
ly programming on weekend
mornings. The following is the
stations and times where tou
can hear EWTN and other
Spanish-programming efforts in
Abilene, Midland-Odessa and
San Angelo:

ABILENE -- KKHR (106.3
FM) is airing EWTN’s Catholic
Hour in Spanish, Sundays at 10
am.

MIDLAND-ODESSA -- Fr.
Gilbert Rodriguez, parochial
vicar at St. Stephen’s Church in
Midland,hosts a Saturday pro-
gram from 5-10 a.m. on KQLM
(108 FM). Additionally, EWTN
Catholic programming can be
heard Sundays at 7 a.m.

SAN ANGELO — KSJT in
San Angelo is airing EWTN’s
Catholic Hour Sundays at 7
a.m.

(From 18)

by the commission in its report to the pope
was that he wanted the document to read that
the pope was accountable only to God. The
commission rejected fundamental structure of
the Church and to the definitions of previous
councils. 

The night before the third period of the
Council opened, a letter from 25 cardinals
and others was delivered to the pope. It was a
“warning” that further discussion of collegial-
ity would turn the Church from a monarchy
to an “episcopalian” type of church. Paul did
not appreciate this letter one bit, especially
coming the night before the Council was to
open, and he basically told the authors that
this should be left to the wisdom of the bish-
ops gathered in Council. It became obvious
that sparks would fly.

Just a month earlier, August 6, Pope Paul
had issued his first encyclical Ecclesiam
Suam (His Church). In this encyclical Paul
avoided touching the subject of collegiality in
a direct way. He said that he wanted the bish-
ops to have the freedom necessary to have a
fruitful discussion and he brought a new
word into the vocabulary of the Council: dia-
logue. 

During this time, the regulations and oper-
ating procedures for the Council were revised
but even with the revisions, there was confu-

sion, especially when a crisis arose. Things
moved more smoothly at the beginning of the
third period, but the old unresolved question
of where the buck stopped continued to trou-
ble the Council. The papal apartments had
begun to compete with the floor of St. Peter’s
as the Council’s center of gravity. On the
opening day, the experts were sharply
reminded that they were there to serve the
bishops, not to give interviews or communi-
cate with the media. 

We older people recall the Cuban missile
crisis of 1962 at the opening of the first peri-
od. At the opening of this period, the world
again looked pretty dark. The assassination of
President Kennedy in 1963, the war in
Vietnam, Algeria in turmoil as the French
prepared to leave their former colony.
However a cautious optimism did prevail as
the Council opened on September 14, 1964
for the third period. At the opening Mass,
Pope Paul concelebrated with 24 others from
19 countries. Till that time, concelebration
was something seen only at ordinations. The
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy had
restored concelebration and this was proof
that Pope Paul was taking things seriously. 

After Mass the pope spoke at length on the
relationship between the pope and bishops
which he described as the most serious issue
before the Council. He spoke of the role of
the bishops in governing the Church and
insisted on the unique role of the pope, but

never once spoke of the Church as the People
of God.

The next day the Council went to work on
the document on the Church, Lumen
Gentium. Most parts of the document had
been debated the previous year and the others
did not cause serious problems. But what
about chapter three on the hierarchical struc-
ture of the Church. After lengthy discussions
a plan was devised to soothe the minority:
three speakers in favor of collegiality and one
opposed would speak to the bishops. All this
was done and many, many votes were taken
and finally the whole document Lumen
Gentium was approved. That is a very short
summary of a very long process which high-
lighted the intense division between the
majority and minority. 

The next document to be discussed was
“On Bishops (Christus Dominus).” The dis-
cussion of this schema lasted four days. On
the first vote, there were so many yes, but...
that it had to be reworked. It received final
approval the next year. That revised docu-
ment strongly encouraged the establishment
of episcopal conferences where they did not
yet exist; this was one example of collegial
governance of the Church. It also encouraged
diocesan pastoral councils, where representa-
tives of the priests, permanent deacons, reli-
gious and laity were all represented and gave
advice to bishops. 

VATICAN

VATICANO
(From 5)

Iglesia e insistió en el papel único el Papa,
pero ni una vez habló de la Iglesia como el
Pueblo de Dios.

El próximo día el Concilio comenzó a tra-
bajar en el documento sobre la Iglesia,
Lumen Gentium. La mayoría del documento
había sido debatido el año anterior y las otras
partes no causaron problemas graves. Pero, el
capítulo tres sobre la estructura jerárquica de
la Iglesia? Después de debates largas, se hizo

un plan para aliviar a la minoría: tres per-
sonas hablando en favor de colegialidad y
una persona hablando en contra. Se hizo todo
esto y hubo muchos votos y finalmente el
documento entero Lumen Gentium fue
aprobado. Eso es un resumen muy corto de
un proceso muy largo que iluminó la división
intensa entre la mayoría y la minoría.

El próximo documento que iba a ser
debatido era Sobre los Obispos (Christus
Dominus). El debate de este esquema duró
cuatro días. En el primer voto, hubo tanto

votos sí, pero... que tuvieron que revisarlo.
Recibió aprobación final el año siguiente. Ese
documento revisado dio apoyo para estable-
cer conferencias episcopales donde no había
todavía; esto fue un ejemplo de gobernar
colegialmente a la Iglesia. También dio
apoyo a los concilios pastorales diocesanos,
en que representantes de los sacerdotes, diá-
conos permanentes, religiosas y laicos fueron
representados y dieron consejos a los obis-
pos.

John Paul II, John XXIII to be canonized by year’s end
VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Pope Francis

signed a decree clearing the way for the can-
onization of Blessed John Paul II and has
decided also to ask the world's cardinals to
vote on the canonization of Blessed John
XXIII, even in the absence of a miracle.

After Pope Francis met July 5 with
Cardinal Angelo Amato, prefect of the
Congregation for Saints' Causes, the Vatican
published a list of decrees the pope approved
related to Blessed John Paul's canonization
and 11 other sainthood causes.

Publishing the decrees, the Vatican also
said, "The supreme pontiff approved the
favorable votes of the ordinary session of the

cardinal- and bishop-fathers regarding the
canonization of Blessed John XXIII (Angelo
Giuseppe Roncalli) and has decided to con-
voke a consistory that will also involve the
canonization of Blessed John Paul II."

Normally, after a pope signs a decree recog-
nizing the miracle needed for a canonization,
the pope consults with cardinals around the
world and calls a consistory -- a gathering
attended by any cardinal who wants and is
able to attend -- where those present voice
their support for the pope's decision to pro-
claim a new saint.

The cardinals and archbishops who are
members of the saints' congregation met at

the Vatican July 2 and voted in favor of the
pope recognizing as a miracle the healing of
Floribeth Mora Diaz, a Costa Rican who was
suffering from a brain aneurysm and recov-
ered after prayers through the intercession of
Blessed John Paul.

The congregation members, according to
news reports, also looked at the cause of
Blessed John and voted to ask Pope Francis
to canonize him without requiring a miracle.
According to church rules -- established by
the pope and subject to changes by him -- a
miracle is needed after beatification to make
a candidate eligible for canonization.
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(From 10)

As Cursillistas living through difficult
times you need to ask God for the Grace
to have many candidates, to have an ongo-
ing Pre-Cursillo, so as not to fall into the
hopelessness that paralyzes and causes
anguish. The gift of the Kergyma [pro-
claiming] that you received in your
Cursillo sends you on mission as proposed
by the tripod of piety, study and action.

As an Archdiocesan Church, we need
the unity of all in Christ, so that He, and
only He may reign in our hearts and we
may thus be able to recognize Him like
the disciples on the road to Emmaus.

In thanking you for your journey as a
Cursillista, I ask you not to stop renew-
ing your apostolic zeal and dedication
and that of your brothers and sisters in
your Group Reunion before Jesus in the
Eucharist.

Today more than ever we need that
your nearness in the environments be a
source of light and joy for so many
brothers and sisters who do not yet know
that God is a Father who loves them ten-
derly.

Today more than ever we need your
presence so that many families may
encounter the transcendent love of Christ
- a new and greater dimension of human
love.

Today more than ever we need you and
your witness at the Ultreyas, so as to go
"onward,” to go beyond, in the proclama-
tion and experience of the Kergyma.

I ask that you pray for me. May Jesus
bless you and Our Lady, Mother of
Divine Grace, keep you.

Affectionately,
Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio SJ,

Archbishop of Buenos Aires

CURSILLOS

SWEETWATER GIFTS

CES BOOKS

(From 4)

parishioners joined in fellowship and for
a covered dish supper in appreciation of
our new pastor and new parish name.      
“Fr. Charles,” as our parishioners call
him, joined our church community at the
end of 2011 by celebrating Mass on the
weekends but while still living in Abilene
and serving at Sacred Heart.  In January
of 2012, Fr. Charles moved his residence
from Abilene to our small town of
Sweetwater.  Fr. Charles’ native land is
Nigeria. He also served for many years in
the state of New York. 

Upon the arrival of Fr. Charles in
Sweetwater, the consolidation process
was already underway, and he jumped
right in and worked diligently alongside
the parish council and finance council to
complete this consolidation process.  We,
the parishioners of Holy Spirit Parish, are
so thankful to Bishop Pfeifer for the inau-
guration of our new parish and we are
blessed to officially have Fr. Charles
serve as our pastor. We pledge to work
together for the good and progress of our
new parish and look forward to seeing
Holy Spirit Parish flourish in every way
possible.

(From 19)

chosen people of God, and He will
always be with me in good times and in
bad times. I have nothing to fear for
God is with me always. The gospel tells
me that when I hear the Word of God I
listen and live by it, showing good
example, loving and serving others, put-
ting into action what Jesus is teaching
me, because love with out action is
dead.    

My thought on chastity is that it’s a
gift from God; a virtue, which tells me
that God knows me so well that He
wants me to be safe from harm, that is

why I should respect and honor myself,
my body. Even though society tells me
different, I should go by God’s standards
which are to abstain from sex, until I
can understand that it is a gift from God
to be shared by two people that love
each other forever, and not a one time
event, or for pleasures. I understand that
I now possess the gifts of the Holy
Spirit to help me make the right choices
in life, respecting myself and others,
because God counts on me and I in
Him. 

With love and respect, 
Brittany Ruiz. 

(From 11)

Catholic Extension Society for ministries and pro-
grams, plus practically every year we turn to the
Society to fund buildings or other projects.  The vast
majority of the communities of our diocese, at one
time or another has received financial support for
buildings and other projects from Extension.

Hence, I am asking our priests to bring to your
attention this special Sunday of prayer and they have
already received a letter about this. In preparation for
the Day of Prayer for the Catholic Extension Society
in our Diocese, I ask our priests to promote this spe-
cial Sunday several weeks in advance mentioning
Catholic Extension Society Sunday in bulletins and
from the pulpit, reminding our people of this special
Sunday of prayer for Extension. The main purpose of
this Sunday is to offer special prayers of gratitude to
our God for the generosity of Catholic Extension
Society and to ask God’s abundant graces upon those
who serve this society and the thousands and thou-
sands of generous benefactors who contribute to the
Catholic Extension Society throughout the USA. The
Catholic Extension Society, which has been in opera-
tion for over 100 years, has provided hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars for Mission Dioceses—and the major-
ity of the dioceses in USA, like our own, are consid-
ered Missions—each year.

While the primary purpose of Catholic Extension
Society Sunday is to offer prayers for the society,
although no special second collection will be taken, I

ask our Pastors to provide boxes marked “Gifts for
Extension Society” at the entrances of all of our
churches on the First Sunday of August—and
Saturday, the day before — and to encourage all of
our people to make free will offerings.  We will not be
using special envelopes. All of these offerings are to
be sent to the diocesan office and the entire amount
will be forwarded to the Catholic Extension Society
as a way of expressing our gratitude for the enormous
assistance we have received from this Mission
Society.  This special Sunday will also be the occa-
sion for all of our priests to promote the Catholic
Extension Society calendar, which provides generous
funds for the Mission Church.  If it were not for
Extension, we would not have the many programs of
service and ministry that we have today for our peo-
ple.

While the first Sunday of August will be designat-
ed in the future as Catholic Extension Society Sunday,
all are encouraged to pray frequently for all the peo-
ple who serve in the Catholic Extension Society and
for their many, many generous benefactors. Thank
you for your cooperation to make this Sunday a reali-
ty in our Diocese. May God pour out many new
blessings upon you.

Your servant in Christ and Mary,
Bishop Mike, OMI
Most Reverend Michael D. Pfeifer, OMI
Bishop of San Angelo

(From 20)

"Yours Is the Church: How Catholicism Shapes Our World,"
by Mike Aquilina, focuses on the role the Catholic Church has
played in culture, history and society and how the church has
been a positive agent for change over the centuries.

In his introduction he makes the bold claim that "everything
about our modern world we think is good is there because of
the church." He continues to support that thesis by giving
examples of how the Catholic Church nurtured modern science,
made music great, inspired great works of art and literature,
made women and children people and elevated human dignity.

In one of his more moving chapters, Aquilina speaks about
how the Christian concept of philanthropy and charity was rev-
olutionary because while others in society have been charitable,
the focus was on themselves so charity's intention was not to
raise the poor but themselves. "Roman philanthropy was really
a matter of drawing attention to the philanthropist. It was not a
response to the needs of the poor; in fact, the more gaudy and
useless the display, the more effective it was at producing the
proper impression of lavish generosity."

While Aquilina doesn't go too in depth with each topic he
does provides the reader with enough information to make a
valid point.

At a time when the contribution of the Catholics is written
out of history and the voice of the church seems to be viewed
as irrelevant, this book renews a sense of honor to the way
Catholics have promoted advances in the arts and sciences and
restored the dignity to the human person which comes from
God.
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House, Senate

Contact  information

-- U.S. Congressman K. Michael

Conaway (District 11-- San Angelo,

Midland-Odessa, Andrews, Stanton,

Crane, Rankin, Big Lake, Colorado City,

Sterling City, Robert Lee, Bronte,

Ballinger, Winters, Miles, Christoval,

Eldorado, Junction, Menard, Eden, Melvin,

Brady, Coleman, Brownwood, Sonora,

McCamey, Mertzon, Sweetwater )

Phone: 202-225-3605

Mailing Address: 511 Cannon House

Office Building, Washington, DC 20515

Email (via Web):

https://writerep.house.gov/writerep/wel-

come.shtml: 

Web: http://conaway.house.gov/

-- Rep. Randy Neugebauer (District 19 --

Big Spring, Abilene, Clyde) 

Phone: 202-225-4005

Mailing Address: 1424 Longworth HOB

Washington, DC 20515

Email (via Web):

https://writerep.house.gov/writerep/wel-

come.shtml

Web: http://randy.house.gov/ 

-- Rep. Francisco Canseco (District 23 --

Fort Stockton, Iraan, Ozona) 

Phone: 202-225-4511

Mailing Address: 1339 Longworth HOB

Washington, DC 20515

Email (via Web):

https://writerep.house.gov/writerep/wel-

come.shtml

Web: http://canseco.house.gov/

-- U.S. Senator John Cornyn 

Phone: 202-224-2934

Mailing Address: 517 Hart Senate

Office Bldg., Washington, DC 20510

Web:

http://www.cornyn.senate.gov/public/

-- U.S. Senator Ted Cruz

Cruz, Ted - (R - TX) Class I

Phone: (202) 224-5922

Mailing Address: B40B Dirksen Senate

Office Building, Washington, DC 20510

(From 8)

up controversy and get him thrown in
prison. But on the Bishop’s reading,
Paul is just getting what he deserved:
“That’s pretty much where he put him-
self by his own refusal to recognize
that she too shares in God’s nature, just
as much as he does—maybe more so!”
She seems to rejoice that a mid-first-
century Philippian version of the liber-
al thought police had the good sense to
imprison the patriarchal Paul for his
deep intolerance of fallen spirits! You
see why this sermon reminded me of
that New Yorker cartoon.

That night in prison, we are told,
Paul and Silas sang hymns of praise to
God and preached the Gospel to their
jailors. Jefferts Schori reads this,

strangely, as Paul coming to his senses
at last, remembering God, dropping the
annoyance he felt toward the girl, and
embracing the spirit of compassion.
Wouldn’t it be a lot simpler and clearer
to say that Paul, who had never “for-
gotten God,” quite consistently showed
compassion both toward the possessed
girl and the unevangelized jailer, deliv-
ering the former and preaching the
Gospel to the latter? 

What is at the root of this deeply
wrong-headed homily is a conflation of
early 21st century values of inclusion
and toleration with the great Biblical
value of love? To love is to will the
good of the other as other. As such,
love can involve—indeed, must
involve—a deep intolerance toward
wickedness and a clear willingness to

exclude certain forms of life, behavior,
and thought. When inclusivity and tol-
eration emerge as the supreme goods—
as they have in much of our society
today—then love devolves into some-
thing vague, sentimental and finally
dangerous. How dangerous? Well, we
might begin to see the devil himself as 
beautiful and holy.

Father Robert Barron is the founder
of the global ministry, Word on Fire,
and the Rector/President of Mundelein
Seminary. He is the creator of the
award winning documentary series,
"Catholicism."  Word on Fire will be
releasing "The New Evangelization"
documentary this Fall.   

Learn more at www.WordonFire.org

BARRON

OSBORNE

GPS

(From 16)

In these places, young people talk
about their experiences at youth con-
ventions and involve the parish in their
service projects. In these places, teenage
enthusiasm lights up adult cynicism.

In these places, the generation raised

on constant access to information and
new technology can offer new perspec-
tives and solutions that others may not
have thought about. In these places,
teens are included and made to feel
they're a part of something much bigger.

If that doesn't sound like your parish
or school, you can change that by get-
ting involved.

Teens have to remind adults of their
worth by stepping up, getting involved
in their communities and reminding
everyone that being young is about
more than just getting ready to change
the world in the future. It's about chang-
ing it in the present.

(From 16)

Rodriguez said her example teaches
today's followers of Jesus to "listen to
what Christ is asking you."

The cardinal noted that many people
have forgotten God and follow false
idols, pursuing golden calves like drugs
and materialism. "You have your goals,
your ideals. You have purpose in your
lives. ... You know how to work, how to
achieve goals, with sacrifice and love,"
he said.

Cristo Rey High School features an
innovative corporate work-study pro-
gram in which students work at area
businesses and institutions and gain
experience and pay for most of their
own tuition costs.

At the Mass, graduating senior Rosie
Margarita Martinez said, "Being a part
of the Salesian family has changed and
enhanced my life." She said students'
experience at Cristo Rey would inspire
them to reach new heights academically
and professionally, and to reach out to
the community.

Her classmate TreVon Carpenter wel-
comed people to the Mass, and thanked

parents, teachers and the school's corpo-
rate partners and benefactors for help-
ing young people realize their dreams
of a Catholic education.

At the Mass, the Cardinal's Award for
exemplifying what it means to be a dis-
ciple of Jesus was presented to Karina
Guadalupe Martinez of Cristo Rey's
class of 2013. The award includes a
medal and a $1,500 scholarship.

Karina Martinez is a member of St.
Camillus Parish in Silver Spring and
will attend Montgomery College and
then hopes to attend Towson University
in Maryland. At Cristo Rey, she was
student government president, played
soccer, sang in the choir and was
involved in youth ministry and with the
school's summer service camp. She
hopes to be a pediatrician someday and
perhaps help children in Africa. Her
school taught her the importance of
serving others, she said. "Going to Don
Bosco, I learned I can do it," she said.

The next day at Cristo Rey's com-
mencement exercises in the national
shrine's Upper Church, Cardinal
Rodriguez was the speaker.

Salesian Father Steve Shafran, the

school's president, congratulated the
class of 2013 for the students' 100 per-
cent acceptance rate into colleges and
for receiving as a group more than $5
million in scholarships. Many of the
graduates come from immigrant and
minority families and are among the
first members of their families to go on
to higher education. He joined the stu-
dents in saying the school's motto, St.
Francis de Sales' adage: "Be who you
are, and be it well."

The class salutatorian, Yicela
Alvarado, thanked the corporate work
sponsors for opening doors of success
for the students, and she noted that stu-
dents had benefited from their academic
and work experience and had grown
closer to God and each other in the
process. "After all, we are known as the
school that works," she said.

Cristo Rey's valedictorian, Victoria
Riley, led students in applauding their
parents to thank them for their support.
She said the school taught her to have
confidence in herself, and being
involved in clubs and activities helped
her find her voice. 
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Dioce-Scenes

Rowena

Catholic Daughters honor 4 high school graduates
The Angelus

ROWENA — Rowena’s Court Our Lady of
Grace #1734, of the Catholic Daughters of the
Americas, sponsored four high school seniors
in their applications for the Texas State
Memorial Scholarship fund.  All four were
awarded scholarships.  In addition to listing
their activities in school, community and
church, each applicant was asked to submit an
essay on “Why is the Suffering of Saints So
Important and Why Should We Accept the
Suffering That We Will Encounter in our

Lives?” which made up 50 percent of their
total score. Applications were received at
Texas CDA offices from seniors throughout
the state of Texas.

Christin Halfmann was awarded a $1,700
scholarship and plans to major in business
specializing in insurance. She is a member of
St. Joseph, Rowena, and a graduate of Miles
High School.

Kirsten McCoy was awarded a $1,000
scholarship.  Her plans are to pursue a degree
in nursing. She is a member of St. Joseph,
Rowena, and a graduate of Ballinger High

School.
Shayann Matschek was awarded $2,500 and

will major in Biology with plans to enter
medical school be become an anesthesiolo-
gist. She is a member of St. Joseph, Rowena,
and a graduate and 2013 class salutatorian of
Ballinger High School. 

Regan Hoelscher was awarded $500 and
will pursue a degree in Kinesiology. She is a
member of St. Ambrose, Wall, and a graduate
of Wall High School.

All four will be attending Angelo State
University in San Angelo in the fall.

Seminarian revisits, reaps rewards of Vatican II
By Praveen Lakkisetti

Many Catholics have only heard or read
about Vatican II. Today, we have only a hand-
ful of people who were fortunate enough to
have experienced Vatican II as
it happened and remember the
after-effects of it. It is said that
any council in the history of
the Church had its main effect
not on those who attended it,
but on the generations that fol-
lowed. It is the same with the
Vatican II, also. Held from
1962-1965, Vatican II occupies
a prominent place in the history of the Church
for its initiative towards a revival in the
Church. We reap the fruits of those proceed-
ings and deliberations of long years of prepa-
ration insofar as we live in the Church 50
years later. Called by Pope John XXIII on
October 11, 1962, the council lasted four years
and was closed by Pope Paul VI on December
8, 1965. The Council was effective in the
sense that four of its participants later became
pontiffs: Cardinal Giovanni Battista Montini,
who succeeded Pope John XXIII and took the
name Paul VI; Bishop Albino Luciani, who

later became Pope John Paul I; Bishop Karol
Wojtyła, who of course became Pope John
Paul II, and Father Joseph Ratzinger, a theo-
logical consultant who would take the name
Pope Benedict XVI.

The Year of Faith is an opportune time for
the Church to revisit Vatican II and revive our
spirits in light of its teaching. The world we
live in today is complex in its secularist atti-
tudes and poses a great threat in living out the
faith in a genuine manner. The effects of the
process of globalization and growth in science
and technology are so evident insofar as there
is a considerable dwindling in matters of faith.
Vatican II gives a clarion call for the Church
today to revisit our faith through a careful
retreat to the aspects of liturgy, Catechism and
the tools of evangelization.

A Hindu friend of mine once told me that he
liked the way we Catholics pray. When I asked
him what exactly he liked, he told me that a
Mass he once attended in the Catholic school
he studied proved that. Counter to the individ-
ual worship found in his Hindu religion, he
told me that what fascinated him were the
order and the community aspect of our wor-
ship. One of the greatest fruits of Vatican II is
the birth of the liturgy in the vernacular. Even

to a person who could converse in several lan-
guages, the Mass in one’s own mother tongue
makes one feel at home. The initiative of
Vatican II to initiate the faithful to the liturgy
in the vernacular is a drastic move from the
orthodox Latin liturgy. The initial steps to
revive the liturgy was fruitful insofar as the
common faithful began to reap the fruits and
take part in the liturgy in a meaningful man-
ner. 

How blessed are those hearts and hands who
made it possible for us? What is our response
today? How meaningful is the liturgy for us
today? Apart from all the efforts to celebrate
liturgy in a meaningful manner, there is com-
placency manifested in certain aspects. While
some follow the teachings of the congregation
for the sacred worship strictly, others initiate
changes according to one’s convenience inso-
far as it disrupts the unity of the liturgy. What
is the way out? While the initiative to adapt
liturgy to the local cultures is appreciated, the
essential unity needs to be maintained. The
‘differences’ in liturgy, while representing the
diversity of the Church, ought to build the
‘body’ of Christ, the Church.

In August, Praveen writes on the
Catechism and evangelization.
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