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This month, Pope Francis is launching a two-year 
worldwide process that will culminate in the Synod of 
Bishops in October 2023. This process calls for local par-
ishes and dioceses to carry out consultations and listening 
sessions that will involve many of our local people in a pray-
erful experience of discernment and sharing. 

A synod is a gathering of church members or leaders to 
deliberate on matters affecting the life of the church.  Some-
times a synod is held on a diocesan level. Sometimes it is a 
gathering of bishops of a certain country or region. After the 
Second Vatican Council, Pope Paul VI established the Synod 
of Bishops, whereby a group of bishops from around the 
world advises the pope on matters that are important to the 
church. Over the years, some examples of the topics covered 
by the Synod of Bishops are evangelization, the Eucharist, 
the family, the laity, religious life, ordained ministry, and 
young people. 

The topic of the next Synod of Bishops in 2023 will be 
“For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation, Mis-
sion.” All dioceses in the world, including our Diocese of 
San Angelo, will conduct a six-month diocesan synodal pro-
cess from October 2021 to April 2022. We will submit a ten-
page summary of the insights that have surfaced from the 
people in our diocese, and these will be synthesized with the 
feedback from the other dioceses of our country in a report 
to be sent by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops to the 
Vatican. All the input from around the world will then be in-
corporated into the deliberations of the Synod of Bishops in 
Rome. 

As we get started in this process, it is important to under-
stand a few key words. The English word “synod” comes 
from the Greek word synodos, which refers to a gathering or 
assembly. That word is composed from the Greek words syn 
(“together”) and hodos (“path” or “way”). Thus, when we 
participate in a synod, we are “journeying together along the 
way.”  In the gospels, Jesus presents himself as “the way, the 
truth and the life” (Jn 14:6), and in the Acts of the Apostles, 
the early followers of Jesus were originally called “followers 
of the Way” (see Acts 9:2; 19:9; 19:23; 22:4; 24:14; 24:22). 

Pope Francis has often said that the church needs to 
function in a more synodal manner. The adjective “synodal” 
refers to something that has the quality of journeying to-
gether, listening to one another, engaging in dialogue, and 
being open to the action of the Holy Spirit. In its recent doc-
ument in preparation for this synod, “Vademecum for the 
Synod on Synodality” (Vademecum), the Holy See’s Office 
of the Synod of Bishops states, “In a synodal church the 
whole community, in the free and rich diversity of its 
members, is called together to pray, listen, analyze, dialogue, 
discern and offer advice on making pastoral decisions which 
correspond as closely as possible to God’s will” (Vademe-
cum, no. 1.4). 

Most of us are not familiar with the word “synodality,” 
but we will certainly be hearing it frequently in our church in 
the upcoming years. It refers to the quality, character, or con-
dition of being synodal. Just as “simplicity” is the quality of 
being simple, and “frugality” is the character of being frugal, 
“synodality” is the quality of being synodal. “Synodality” is 
a new word that has begun to appear in Catholic theological, 
canonical, and pastoral literature in recent decades. Although 
the word “synodality” is not explicitly found as a term or as 
a concept in the teaching of the Second Vatican Council, this 
word is intended to express the work of renewal that the 
council was encouraging (Synodality in the Life and Mission 
of the Church, International Theological Commission, 
March 2, 2018, no. 6). 

The Vademecum for this synod says that “Synodality de-
notes the particular style that qualifies the life and mission of 
the church, expressing her nature as the People of God jour-
neying together and gathering in assembly, summoned by 
the Lord Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit to proclaim 
the Gospel. Synodality ought to be expressed in the church’s 
ordinary way of living and working. … We are all invited to 
listen to one another in order to hear the promptings of the 
Holy Spirit, who comes to guide our human efforts, breath-
ing life and vitality into the church and leading us into 

deeper communion for our mission in the world” (Vademe-
cum, no. 1.2). 

As we carry out the diocesan phase of the synod process 
over the next six months, we will make available various 
sessions for listening, dialogue, and prayerful community 
discernment. In those gatherings around the diocese, people 
will be invited to speak with courage and freedom of heart as 
companions on the journey. This synod is intended to be a 
spiritual exercise for participants with the sharing in faith of 
insights and experiences, not a democratic or parliamentary 
process of battling agendas. 

The fundamental question that will be at the core of the 
consultation is the following: “A synodal church, in an-
nouncing the Gospel, ‘journeys together.’ How is this ‘jour-
neying together’ happening today in your particular church? 
What steps does the Spirit invite us to take in order to grow 
in ‘journeying together?’” (Preparatory Document, Synod of 
Bishops, no. 26). 

The overall purpose of this worldwide synod, including 
our local diocesan phase, is “to plant dreams, draw forth 
prophecies and visions, allow hope to flourish, inspire trust, 
bind up wounds, weave together relationships, awaken a 
dawn of hope, learn from one another, and create a bright re-
sourcefulness that will enlighten minds, warm hearts, give 
strength to our hands” (Pope Francis, Address at the Open-
ing of the Synod of Bishops on Young People, Oct. 3, 2018). 

When we participate in our local synodal process, there 
are certain attitudes that the church encourages in order to 
foster genuine listening and open dialogue. We are invited to 
speak with courage and honesty. Our sharing should inte-
grate freedom, truth, and charity. Rather than engaging in a 
debate to convince others, we should listen to one another in 
humility. We should be willing to change our opinions. We 
are called to abandon attitudes of complacency and comfort 
based on how things have always been done in the past. We 
are called to listen to what the Spirit suggests to us in the ex-
ercise of discernment. We should leave behind prejudices 
and stereotypes. We are to listen actively to one another out 
of love, in a spirit of communion and our common mission. 
We can build bridges beyond the divisions of age, gender, 
wealth, ability, or education. We are called to be beacons of 
hope in our local diocese and in the world (Vademecum, no. 
2.3). 

The hope in this synodal process is that it will help lead 
us to deeper communion, fuller participation, and more fruit-
ful mission. It is intended to foster deeper relationships, 
teamwork, consultation, transparency, and accountability in 
the church. It seeks to bring out best practices and a new mo-
mentum toward co-responsibility among the members of our 
church. 

For those who would like to learn more about this whole 
process of the Synod on Synodality, the Vatican has made 
many explanatory materials available online at the official 
website of the synod, at synod.va/en.html in English and at 
synod.va/es.html in Spanish. For those who would like to 
read a thorough explanation of the concept of synodality, a 
helpful resource is the document written by the International 
Theological Commission called Synodality in the Life and 
Mission of the Church, published on March 2, 2018. 

In the Diocese of San Angelo, I will officially open the 
diocesan phase of the synodal process in two Masses at 
Sacred Heart Cathedral on Sunday, Oct. 17, in Spanish at 
12:00 noon and in English at 6:00 p.m. In those Masses, we 
will also commemorate the 60th anniversary of the establish-
ment of the Diocese of San Angelo. All are invited. 

Adsumus Sancte 
Spiritus

The Prayer Square
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From the Bishop’s Desk

Synod on Synodality includes a local diocesan phase

Bishop Michael J. Sis 
 

Diocese of  San Angelo

We stand before you, Holy Spirit, 
as we gather together in your name. 
 
With you alone to guide us, 
make yourself at home in our hearts; 
Teach us the way we must go 
and how we are to pursue it. 
 
We are weak and sinful; 
do not let us promote disorder. 
Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path 
nor partiality influence our actions. 
 
Let us find in you our unity 
so that we may journey together to eternal life 
and not stray from the way of truth 
and what is right. 
 
All this we ask of you, 
who are at work in every place and time, 
in the communion of the Father and the Son, 
forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
From “For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participa-
tion, and Mission. Vademecum for the Synod on Syn-
odality” found at vatican.va. 

Vatican releases  

guidance for dioceses to 

begin synodal path
By Carol Glatz  
Catholic News Service 
 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The Vatican has issued 
the preparatory document and a "handbook" for dioceses 
as part of the global church's preparation for the 2023 as-
sembly of the Synod of Bishops, discussing the theme, 
"For a synodal church: communion, participation and 
mission." 

"Pope Francis invites the entire church to reflect on 
a theme that is decisive for its life and mission: 'It is pre-
cisely this path of synodality which God expects of the 
church of the third millennium,'" the new document said. 

As such, the preparatory document and its questions 
are "at the service of the synodal journey, especially as a 
tool to facilitate the first phase of listening to and con-
sulting the people of God in the particular churches in 
the hope of helping to set in motion the ideas, energy 
and creativity of all those who will take part in the jour-
ney, and to make it easier to share the fruits of their ef-
forts," it said. 

"The purpose of this synod is not to produce more 
documents. Rather, it is intended to inspire people to 
dream about the church we are called to be, to make 
people's hopes flourish, to stimulate trust, to bind up 
wounds, to weave new and deeper relationships, to learn 
from one another, to build bridges, to enlighten minds, 
warm hearts, and restore strength to our hands for our 
common mission," the preparatory document said. 

The handbook or "vademecum" offers guidelines for  
 

See GUIDANCE, Page 20 



El Sínodo sobre la Sinodalidad incluye una fase diocesana local
Este mes, el Papa Francisco está lanzando un proceso 

mundial de dos años que culminará en el Sínodo de los Obi-
spos en octubre de 2023. Este proceso requiere que las parro-
quias y diócesis locales lleven a cabo consultas y sesiones de 
escucha que envolverán a muchas de nuestras personas lo-
cales en una experiencia de discernimiento e intercambio de 
ideas. 

Un sínodo es una reunión de miembros o líderes de la 
iglesia para deliberar sobre asuntos que afectan la vida de la 
iglesia. A veces, un sínodo se lleva a cabo a nivel diocesano. A 
veces es una reunión de obispos de un determinado país o re-
gión. Después del Concilio Vaticano II, el Papa Pablo VI es-
tableció el Sínodo de los Obispos, mediante el cual un grupo 
de obispos de todo el mundo asesora al Papa sobre asuntos 
que son importantes para la Iglesia. A lo largo de los años, al-
gunos ejemplos de los temas tratados por el Sínodo de los 
Obispos son la evangelización, la Eucaristía, la familia, los 
laicos, la vida religiosa, el ministerio ordenado, y los jóvenes. 

El tema del próximo Sínodo de los Obispos en 2023 será 
“Por una Iglesia sinodal: comunión, participación y misión”. 
Todas las diócesis del mundo, incluida nuestra Diócesis de 
San Ángelo, llevarán a cabo un proceso sinodal diocesano de 
seis meses desde octubre de 2021 hasta abril de 2022. Envi-
aremos un resumen de diez páginas de las ideas que han sur-
gido de las personas en nuestra diócesis, y estos serán 
sintetizados con la retroalimentación de las otras diócesis de 
nuestro país en un informe que será enviado por la Conferen-
cia de Obispos Católicos de los Estados Unidos al Vaticano. 
Todas las aportaciones por alrededor del mundo se incorpora-
rán a las deliberaciones del Sínodo de los obispos en Roma. 

Al comenzar este proceso, es importante comprender al-
gunas palabras claves. La palabra en español “sínodo” pro-
viene de la palabra griega synodos, la cual se refiere a una 
reunión o asamblea. Esa palabra se compone de las palabras 
griegas syn (“juntos”) y hodos (“camino”). Por lo tanto, 
cuando participamos en un sínodo, estamos “caminando jun-
tos por el camino”. En los evangelios, Jesús se presenta a sí 
mismo como “el camino, la verdad y la vida” (Jn 14, 6), y en 
los Hechos de los Apóstoles, los primeros seguidores de Jesús 
fueron originalmente llamados “seguidores del Camino” (ver 
Hechos 9:2; 19:9; 19:23; 22:4; 24:14; 24:22). 

El Papa Francisco ha dicho a menudo que la iglesia nece-
sita funcionar de una manera más sinodal. El adjetivo “sino-
dal” se refiere a algo que tiene la calidad de caminar juntos, 
escucharse, dialogar, y estar abierto a la acción del Espíritu 
Santo. En su reciente documento de preparación para este sí-
nodo, “Vademécum para el Sínodo sobre la Sinodalidad” (Va-
demécum), la Oficina del Sínodo de los Obispos de la Santa 
Sede declara: “En una Iglesia sinodal, toda la comunidad, en 
la libre y rica diversidad de sus miembros, está llamada a 
rezar, escuchar, analizar, dialogar, discernir y aconsejar para 
tomar decisiones pastorales que correspondan lo más posible 
a la voluntad de Dios” (Vademécum, núm. 1.4). 

La mayoría de nosotros no estamos familiarizados con la 
palabra “sinodalidad”, pero ciertamente la escucharemos con 
frecuencia en nuestra iglesia en los próximos años. Se refiere 
a la cualidad, carácter, o condición de ser sinodal. Así como la 
“claridad” es la cualidad de ser claro y la “legalidad” es el ca-
rácter de ser legal, la “sinodalidad” es la cualidad de ser sino-
dal. “Sinodalidad” es una nueva palabra que ha comenzado a 
aparecer en la literatura católica teológica, canónica, y pasto-
ral en las últimas décadas. Aunque la palabra “sinodalidad” 
no se encuentra explícitamente como término o concepto en 
la enseñanza del Concilio Vaticano II, esta palabra pretende 
expresar la obra de renovación promovida por él (Sinodalidad 
en la Vida y Misión de la Iglesia, Comisión Teológica Inter-
nacional, 2 de marzo de 2018, núm. 6). 

El Vademécum de este sínodo dice que “La sinodalidad 
designa ante todo el estilo peculiar que califica la vida y la 
misión de la Iglesia expresando su naturaleza, como el cami-
nar juntos y el reunirse en asamblea del Pueblo de Dios con-
vocado por el Señor Jesús en la fuerza del Espíritu Santo para 
anunciar el Evangelio. Debe expresarse en el modo ordinario 
de vivir y obrar de la Iglesia.… Todos estamos invitados a es-
cucharnos unos a otros, para oír los impulsos del Espíritu 
Santo, que viene a guiar nuestros esfuerzos humanos, introdu-
ciendo vida y vitalidad a la Iglesia y llevándonos a una com-
unión más profunda para nuestra misión en el mundo” 

(Vademécum, núm. 1.2).  
A medida que llevamos a cabo la fase diocesana del 

proceso del sínodo durante los próximos seis meses, pondre-
mos a disposición varias sesiones de escucha, diálogo, y dis-
cernimiento comunitario en oración. En esas reuniones 
alrededor de la diócesis, se invitará a las personas a hablar con 
valentía y libertad de corazón como compañeros de camino. 
Este sínodo tiene la intención de ser un ejercicio espiritual 
para los participantes que comparten en la fe ideas y experi-
encias, no un proceso democrático o parlamentario de agen-
das de lucha. 

La pregunta fundamental que estará en el centro de la 
consulta es la siguiente: “En una Iglesia sinodal, que anuncia 
el Evangelio, todos “caminan juntos”: ¿cómo se realiza hoy 
este “caminar juntos” en la propia Iglesia particular? ¿Qué 
pasos nos invita a dar el Espíritu para crecer en nuestro “cami-
nar juntos”? (Documento preparatorio, Sínodo de los Obi-
spos, núm. 26). 

El propósito general de este sínodo mundial, incluida 
nuestra fase diocesana local, es “hacer que germinen sueños, 
suscitar profecías y visiones, hacer florecer esperanzas, estim-
ular la confianza, vendar heridas, entretejer relaciones, resuci-
tar una aurora de esperanza, aprender unos de otros, y crear 
un imaginario positivo que ilumine las mentes, enardezca los 
corazones, dé fuerza a las manos” (Papa Francisco, Discurso 
en la Apertura del Sínodo de los Obispos sobre los Jóvenes, 3 
de octubre de 2018). 

Cuando participemos en nuestro proceso sinodal local, 
hay ciertas actitudes que la iglesia anima tener para fomentar 
una escucha genuina y un diálogo abierto. Estamos invitados 
a hablar con valentía y honestidad. Nuestro compartir debe in-
tegrar libertad, verdad, y caridad. En lugar de participar en un 
debate para convencer a los demás, debemos escucharnos 
unos a otros con humildad. Deberíamos estar dispuestos a 
cambiar nuestras opiniones. Estamos llamados a abandonar 
las actitudes de complacencia y comodidad basadas en cómo 
siempre se han hecho las cosas en el pasado. Estamos llama-
dos a escuchar lo que el Espíritu nos sugiere en el ejercicio del 
discernimiento. Debemos dejar atrás los prejuicios y estere-
otipos. Debemos escucharnos activamente unos a otros por 
amor, en un espíritu de comunión y de nuestra misión común. 
Podemos construir puentes más allá de las divisiones de edad, 
género, riqueza, capacidad, o educación. Estamos llamados a 
ser faros de esperanza en nuestra diócesis local y en el mundo 
(Vademécum, núm. 2.3). 

La esperanza en este proceso sinodal es que nos ayude a 
conducirnos a una comunión más profunda, una participación 
más plena, y una misión más fructífera. Tiene la intención de 
fomentar relaciones más profundas, trabajar en equipos, con-
sultas, transparencia, y responsabilidad en la iglesia. Busca 
sacar a la luz las mejores prácticas y un nuevo impulso hacia 
la corresponsabilidad entre los miembros de nuestra iglesia. 

Para aquellos que deseen aprender más sobre todo este 
proceso del Sínodo sobre la Sinodalidad, el Vaticano ha 
puesto muchos materiales explicativos disponibles en línea en 
el sitio web oficial del sínodo, en synod.va/en.html en inglés y 
en synod.va/es.html en español. Para aquellos que deseen leer 
una explicación detallada del concepto de sinodalidad, un re-
curso útil es el documento escrito por la Comisión Teológica 
Internacional llamado Sinodalidad en la vida y misión de la 
Iglesia, publicado el 2 de marzo de 2018. 

En la Diócesis de San Ángelo, abriré oficialmente la fase 
diocesana del proceso sinodal en dos Misas en la Catedral del 
Sagrado Corazón el domingo 17 de octubre, en español a las 
12:00 del mediodía y en inglés a las 6:00 de la tarde. En esas 
Misas, también conmemoraremos el 60º aniversario de la fun-
dación de la Diócesis de San Ángelo, y todos están invitados. 
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Obispo Michael J. Sis 
 

Diócesis de San Ángelo

Adsumus Sancte 
Spiritus

Espacio de Oración

Estamos ante ti, Espíritu Santo,  
reunidos en tu nombre. 
 
Tú que eres nuestro verdadero consejero: ven a  
nosotros, apóyanos, entra en nuestros corazones. 
Enséñanos el camino,  
muéstranos cómo alcanzar la meta.  
 
Impide que perdamos el rumbo como personas 
débiles y pecadoras. No permitas que la  
ignorancia nos lleve por falsos caminos. 
Concédenos el don del discernimiento,  
para que no dejemos que nuestras acciones se 
guíen por perjuicios y falsas consideraciones. 
 
Condúcenos a la unidad en ti,  
para que no nos desviemos del camino de la  
verdad y la justicia, sino que en nuestro  
peregrinaje terrenal nos esforzemos  
por alcanzar la vida eterna. 
 
Esto te lo pedimos a ti,  
que obras en todo tiempo y lugar,  
en comunión con el Padre y el Hijo  
por los siglos de los siglos. Amén. 
 
 
De “Por una Iglesia sinodal: Comunión, particiap-
ción y misión. Vademécum para el sínodo sobre la 
sinodalidad”  recuperado de synod.va.

El Vaticano publica guía 
para que diócesis  

comiencen camino sinodal
Por Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service 
 

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO (CNS) — El Vaticano 
ha publicado un documento preparatorio y un "man-
ual" para las diócesis, como parte de la preparación de 
la iglesia mundial para la asamblea del Sínodo de los 
Obispos de 2023, abordando el tema "Por una Iglesia 
sinodal: comunión, participación y misión". 

"El papa Francisco invita a toda la iglesia a reflex-
ionar sobre un tema que es decisivo para su vida y su 
misión: 'Es precisamente este camino de sinodalidad lo 
que Dios espera de la iglesia del tercer milenio'", dice 
el nuevo documento. 

Como tal, el documento preparatorio y sus pregun-
tas están "al servicio del camino sinodal, especial-
mente como una herramienta para facilitar la primera 
fase de escuchar y consultar al pueblo de Dios en las 
iglesias particulares, con la esperanza de ayudar a 
poner en marcha las ideas, la energía, y la creatividad 
de todos los que participarán en el itinerario, y facilitar 
la coparticipación de los frutos de sus compromisos", 
dice el documento. 

"El propósito de este sínodo no es producir más 
documentos. Más bien, está destinado a inspirar a la 
gente a soñar con la iglesia que estamos llamados a 
ser, hacer florecer las esperanzas de la gente, estimular 
la confianza, vendar heridas, tejer relaciones nuevas y 
más profundas, aprender unos de otros, construir 
puentes, iluminar mentes, calentar corazones, y restau-
rar la fuerza en nuestras manos para nuestra misión  

 
Mira GUÍA, Página 20 
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CALENDARS

 
October 2021 
 
1 MIDLAND, Ranchland Hills, Holy Cross Catholic High 

School Benefit Golf Tournament at 7:00 a.m. 
2 SWEETWATER, Holy Spirit, Confirmation Mass at 

5:00 p.m. 
3 SAN ANGELO, St. Joseph, Respect Life Mass at 9:00 

a.m. 
3 ABILENE, Holy Family, Life Chain event at 2:00 p.m. 
3 ABILENE, St. Francis of Assisi, blessing of grotto at 

5:00 p.m. 
4 SAN ANGELO, Angelo Catholic School, Mass of St. 

Francis at 8:30 a.m. 
5 SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat Center, Early 

Ministry meeting at 10:00 a.m. 
5–6 SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat Center, 

Priests’ Fall Convocation 
5 SAN ANGELO, McNease Convention Center, Preg-

nancy Help Center dinner at 6:00 p.m. 
6 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Deans’ 

meeting at 1:00 p.m. 
8–9 MIDLAND, The Way Retreat Center, Annual Deacons’ 

Convocation 
9 MIDLAND, Midland Country Club, GRN Fishers of 

Men Dinner at 7:00 p.m. 
10 SAN ANGELO, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, 

Masses for 60th Anniversary of Diocese and Opening 
of Diocesan Phase of Synod in Spanish at 12:00 Noon 
and in English at 6:00 p.m. 

12 SAN ANGELO, McNease Convention Center, 
Chamber of Commerce meeting at 11:30 a.m. 

14–16 CONCEPTION, MO, Conception Seminary Board of 
Regents meeting 

16–17 FORT WORTH, Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepul-
chre meeting 

19 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Pastoral 
Plan Implementation Committee meeting at 10:00 
a.m. 

23 SAN ANGELO, St Margaret, Confessions at 5:00 p.m., 
Mass at 6:00 p.m. 

24 SAN ANGELO, St. Margaret, Mass at 9:00 a.m. 
24 CARLSBAD, St. Therese, Mass at 11:00 a.m. 
24 SAN ANGELO, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Dioce-

san White Mass at 3:00 p.m. 
26 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Presbyteral 

Council meeting at 11:00 a.m. 
26 MIDLAND, Horseshoe Arena, Life Center banquet at 

6:15 p.m. 
27 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Priest Per-

sonnel Board meeting at 10:00 a.m. 
28 SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat Center, meet-

ing of Hermanamiento Team at 6:00 p.m. 
29 SAN ANGELO, Fine Arts Museum, Día de los Muertos 

blessing and prayer at 6:00 p.m. 
30 SAN ANGELO, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, 

Knights of Columbus provincial Mass at 5:00 p.m. 
 
 
November 2021 
 
1 SAN ANGELO, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, All 

Saints Day Mass at 6:30 p.m. 
2 SAN ANGELO, Calvary Cemetery, Bless graves at 

4:30 p.m., All Souls Day Mass at 6:00 p.m. 
6 SAN ANGELO, St. Joseph, Mass of 60th Anniversary 

of the English-speaking Cursillo at 11:00 a.m. 
7 MIDLAND, St. Ann, Mass of 125th Anniversary of the 

Parish at 3:00 p.m. 
9 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Diocesan 

Liturgical Commission at 1:30 p.m. 
10 SAN ANGELO, St. Margaret, Priests’ Deanery Day at 

10:00 a.m. 
12–19 BALTIMORE, U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 

Assembly 
20 WALL, St. Ambrose, youth gathering for NCYC 
30 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Priestly Life 

& Formation Committee meeting at 11:00 a.m.

October 
 
1 Rev. Hilary Ihedioha (B) 
3 Rev. Nilo Nalugon (O — 1994) 
3 Deacon Alan Pelzel (B) 
4 Deacon Thomas Lambdin (D — 1982) 
5 Rev. Hilary Ihedioha (O — 1985) 
5 Rev. William Meagher, OMI (D — 

1970) 
6 Deacon Jesse Ortiz (B) 
7 Rev. Francis Schoutteten, OMI (D — 

2002) 
8 Deacon Simon Franco (D — 2008) 
12 Deacon Peter Ballaro (D — 2013) 
15 Rev. James Norman, OMI (D — 1987) 
16 Rev. Hugh Wade (D — 2020) 
20 Deacon Rogelio Ibarra (B) 
20 Rev. Michael Udegbunam (B) 
21 Deacon Richard Blake (D — 1989) 
21 Deacon David Mendez (B) 
23 Deacon Ernie Sanchez (B) 
23 Rev. Msgr. Maurice Voity (B) 
24 Deacon Gary Brooks (B) 
25 Deacon Reuben Reyes (B) 
27 Deacon Thomas Collier (B) 
28 Rev. Rodney White (B) 
 
 
November 
 
10 Rev. James Coleman (D — 2002) 
12 Rev. Robert Vreteau, OMI (D — 2013) 
13 Deacon Floyd Schwartz (B) 
19 Deacon Abel Fernandez (B) 
19 Rev. Frank Zimmerman, CM (D — 

1999) 
22 Rev. Isidore Ochiabuto (B) 
23 Deacon Jesse Guajardo (D — 2020) 
23 Rev. Ariel Lagunilla (B) 
23 Rev. Colm Mulligan, MSC (D — 2003) 
24 Deacon Leroy Beach (D — 2016) 
25 Rev. Juan Fernando Bonilla (B) 
26 Rev. Fabian Rosette (B) 
27 Rev. Michael Dwyer, MSC (D — 1997)

Bishop’s Calendar 
 

Please contact the bishop’s assistant, Lupe Castillo, for information about the bishop’s calendar. 

325-651-7500 | lcastillo@sanangelodiocese.org

Please pray for our clergy

 October 2021 
 
1–3 Deacon Formation 
5–6 DOSA Priest Fall Convocation 
14–17 Women's Walk to Emmaus 
21–24 Lubbock Deacons Retreat #2 
30–31 Virtual Engaged Encounter

November 2021 
 
3 Shannon Volunteers 
5 DOSA Staff Meeting, Mass & 

Lunch 
5–7 DOSA Deacon Retreat #2 
12–14 Deacon Formation 
20–21 Virtual Engaged Encounter 
25–26 CKRC Closed in Observance of 

Thanksgiving

Christ the King 
Retreat Center

Reporting Sexual Abuse
The Catholic Diocese of San 

Angelo is firmly committed to cre-
ating and maintaining the safest pos-
sible environment for our children and 
vulnerable adults. If you or someone 
you know has been sexually abused by 
anyone who serves the Church, and 
you need a place to talk with someone 
about your feelings of betrayal or hurt 
by the Church, we are here to help 
you. To report incidents, call Lori 
Hines, Victim Assistance Coordinator, 

325-374-7609 (cell), or write Diocese 
of San Angelo, Victim Assistance 
Ministry, PO Box 1829, San Angelo, 
TX 76902. If the incident occurred 
outside this diocese, our Victim Assis-
tance Coordinator will assist in bring-
ing your concern to the attention of 
the appropriate diocese.  Please keep 
in mind that one always has the right 
to report abuse to civil authorities, and 
civil law requires that any abuse of a 
minor must be reported.

Reportar Abuso Sexual
La Diócesis Católica de San Ángelo 

está firmemente comprometida a crear y 
mantener el ambiente más seguro posible 
para nuestros niños y adultos vulnerables. 
Si usted o alguien que usted conoce ha 
sido víctima de abuso sexual por cual-
quier persona que sirve a la Iglesia, y 
necesita un lugar para hablar con alguien 
sobre sus sentimientos de traición o he-
rido por la Iglesia, estamos aquí para ayu-
darle. Para reportar incidentes, llame a 
Lori Hines, Coordinadora de Asistencia a 
Víctimas, 325-374-7609 (celular), o es-

criba a la Diócesis de San Ángelo, Minis-
terio de Asistencia a Víctimas, PO Box 
1829, San Ángelo, TX 76902. Un intér-
prete de español está disponible. Si el in-
cidente ocurrió fuera de esta diócesis, 
nuestra Coordinadora de Asistencia a 
Victimas le ayudará a traer su preocupa-
ción a la atención de la diócesis cor-
respondiente. Por favor, tenga en cuenta 
que uno siempre tiene el derecho de re-
portar el abuso a las autoridades civiles, y 
la ley civil requiere que cualquier abuso 
de un menor de edad debe ser reportado.

B = Birthday | O = Date of Ordination 

D = Date of Death
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Parish Festivals
Friday, Oct. 8 and  
Saturday, Oct. 9 
Andrews 
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
Our Lady of Lourdes Jamaica Family Festival 
Friday, October 8, 2021 6:30 p.m. - 10 p.m. 
Saturday, October 9, 2021 12 p.m. - Night fall 
Live Music, Food, Games, Cornhole Tournament, Raffle 
and more. 
 
Saturday, Oct. 9 
Midland 
San Miguel Arcángel Parish 
See flyer below. 

 
Saturday, Oct. 9 and  
Sunday, Oct. 10 
Abilene 
Sacred Heart Parish 
See flyer below. 

 
Sunday, Oct. 10 
Olfen 
St. Boniface Parish 
DINE-IN ONLY - NO PLATES TO GO 
Homemade Sausage, Turkey & Dressing Meal 11 am to 1 
pm - Adults $12 - Children $6 
Live auction - Bingo - Games -Concessions -  Candy Drop 

- Raffles for Polaris  570 Ranger Crew ATV,  50-Inch 
VIZIO Smart TV,  AR- 15 Springfield Rifle with Scope 
and Carrying Case, & Handmade Quilt  - Fancy Stand 
Country Store With Handmade Items for Sale - Sausage 
Sandwiches Sold During Auction 
 
Handicap Parking  & Shuttle Available 
 
Cookbook for Sale: "Give Us Today Our Daily Bread" St. 
Boniface Parish:  A Collection of Recipes 1901 to Present, 
Olfen, Texas 
FMI call  325-442-2893 or  325-365-6875 
 
Sunday, Oct. 17 
Wall 
St. Ambrose Parish 
See flyer, Page 22. 

 
Saturday, Oct. 23 
Colorado City 
St. Ann Parish 
10:00am-10:00pm 
Location: Mitchell County Railhead Building (Downtown 
Colorado City) 
Food booths: Homemade burgers and hand cut fries, 
Authentic Mexican food including Tacos, Menudo, Ta-
males, Enchiladas, Rice and Beans. 
Sweet Shoppe with Fresh Lemonade, Cupcakes, Cookies, 
Brownies, Sweet Bread and many other delicious baked 
goods!! 
Games. Raffle, Silent Auction 

Saturday, Oct. 23 
Midland 
St. Stephen Parish 
St. Stephen’s festival is tentatively scheduled for Oct. 23.  
 
Sunday, Nov. 14 
Rowena 
St. Joseph Parish 
ST. JOSEPH 99TH ANNUAL FALL FESTIVAL 
ROWENA, TEXAS 
10:30 a.m. – Flag raising led by Rowena VFW to honor all 
veterans, MIS-POW’S and all military deployed through-
out the world. 
 
11:00 a.m. -  1:30 p.m. – Turkey, dressing and Rowena 
Style German Sausage Dinner with trimmings. 
Dine in - Adults: $12.00; Children (10 and under): $6.00 
Plates-to-Go - $12.00 – Drive thru or Walk Up Window 
Uncooked sausage for sale @ $6.00lb. while supply lasts 
( Parishioners will prepare 8,500 lbs. of sausage) 
 
12:00 noon – 3:00 p.m.  Children and Adult games, Bingo 
Country Store opened all day 
 
1:00 p.m. – Live auction begins 
 
4:30 p.m. – Sausage Sandwich Supper $5.00 (includes tea) 
Handicapped parking, Shuttle bus and seating assistance 
will be available for those with special needs.  
All activities are in the parish hall and on church grounds.  
FMI call 325-365-6447 or Church office at 325-442-3521
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Listening to God’s call
By the St. Lawrence Young Family Ministry 
 

God’s gentle nudge and a fiery spark in an individual 
are often the start of the formation of numerous ideas. 
The beginning of the Young Family Ministry at St. Law-
rence Church was no exception, and a team came to-
gether in God’s name because of a small seed of faith that 
was planted within an individual.   

We cannot ignore the fact that a large number of 
young Catholics are leaving the faith, or simply becom-
ing complacent in their faith, as the busyness of their 
lives consumes them and seemingly leaves no room for 
extra effort to learn and grow in Catholicism. When this 
revelation came to light, a group of women of St. Law-
rence Catholic Church came together to do something 
about it. The Young Family Ministry was formed. 

With a mission to bring awareness to and grow the 
Catholic faith in young single people and families, the 
Young Family Ministry engages young adults through 
faith-building fellowship. “Our goal is to light a fire in 
the hearts of young adults through fun, educational fel-
lowship that produces Catholic pride and a yearning to 
share the faith with others,” said ministry committee 
member Amy Halfmann. 

“Our parish has many ministries, but until now, none 
focused their attention on young adults and married cou-
ples with small children,” said ministry committee 
member Amber Eggemeyer. After forming a small com-
mittee, members approached the parish priest and parish 
council to seek approval and support of a new ministry. 
An overwhelming amount of support was received from 
all parishioners, and so work began to plan small fellow-
ship events to bring young parishioners together. 

Small steps are still steps forward. “Events don’t 
have to be extravagant to get families and young individ-
uals involved,” said committee member Courtney Half-

mann. The first social fellowship consisted of a potluck 
luncheon after church that included a short talk about fol-
lowing God’s call by the parish deacon, Deacon Floyd 
Schwartz. This was followed several months later by 
Mass dedicated to young families and a card/domino 
game night. 

The latest event hosted by the Young Family Mini-
stry, called Feed the Faith, was an inaugural event to cele-
brate the creation of the ministry. It kicked off with 
Bishop Michael Sis celebrating Mass, then a meal and 
guest speaker Karlo Broussard, and ended with a wonder-
ful evening of fellowship and faith-filled fun for not only 
our parish, but the surrounding parishes in the diocese.  

In planning fellowship events, the Young Family 
Ministry focuses on providing family-friendly events, in-
cluding child care when appropriate. “A limitation with 
previous parish events has been a lack of child care or 
lack of activities for young children,” said Amy Half-
mann. “When we are planning events for the ministry, we 
try to ensure that everything we do meets the needs of 
parents with small children.” For Feed the Faith, this in-
cluded working with the parish’s youth groups to provide 
on-site child care and child-friendly activities while par-
ents enjoyed fellowship and a meal.  

The future of the Young Family Ministry is bright. 
The group intends to continue to provide fellowship gath-
erings for young adults and families; acts of service, in-
cluding care packages for college students; and making 
Feed the Faith an annual event. 

God’s call looks differently within each of us, but 
don’t be afraid to water the seed that was planted in your 
heart. If you have questions about the ministry, or would 
like to help engage young adults in your own parish, feel 
free to reach out to the Young Family Ministry team at St. 
Lawrence Church by emailing them at  
stlawrenceyfm@gmail.com. 

COURTESY

Catholic apologist Karlo Broussard was the featured 
speaker at the St. Lawrence Young Family Ministry’s Feed 
the Faith event, Aug. 28, 2021.

On October 23, 2021, there will be a cleanup of Calvary Cemetery in San Angelo. 

Cemetery personnel will remove all fl owers as well as all unauthorized items, includ-

ing items on or around graves and items placed in trees. Examples include, but are 

not limited to: borders, bricks, gravel/rocks, garden ornaments, solar lights, rosaries, 

wind chimes, statues, etc.

Th e gates to the cemetery will be locked on this day from 8 A.M. to 2 P.M.

Please remove anything you do not want discarded by October 22, 2021.

All décor that does not abide by the rules will be permanently removed and disposed 

of without notifi cation. We ask that you please take time to read the rules of the cem-

etery posted at the main entrance or on our website or Facebook page.

Th e ONLY decorations permitted are:

• A single fl ower arrangement per grave, placed in a non-breakable container to be 

staked in the ground; if a headstone has two vases, then fl owers may be placed in 

both vases. Flowers not in an approved container will be discarded.

• A small American fl ag on national holidays may be placed on a grave.

Flags must be removed when faded or torn.

sanangelodiocese.org/calvary-cemetery

CALVARY CEMETERY

325-651-7500



The Angelus OCTOBER 2021 Page 7

Joy of togetherness on display at Catholic Women’s Conference
By Becca Nelson Sankey 
 

Hearkening back to biblical 
times, women — innate nurturers 
— have served the critical, and 
sometimes all-consuming, arche-
typal caretaker role. The COVID-19 
pandemic arguably stretched 
women thinner than they already 
were and, with most large social 
gatherings canceled, robbed them of 
opportunities to focus on their 
friendships and faith in a group set-
ting. With the 2020 Catholic 
Women’s Conference in San Angelo 
canceled, this year’s event Sept. 10 
– 11 was even more special; its 
theme, “Joy is contagious,” could 
not have been more appropriate. 
Even with many of their faces par-
tially concealed with masks, their 
jubilance from fellowship was pal-
pable at the McNease Convention 
Center as more than 200 women 
celebrated Mass with Bishop Mi-
chael Sis, one of only a few men 
present.  

JoAnn Turner, president of the 
Heart of JMJ Foundation, founded 
the event six years ago when God 
began sending her images of 
women, priests, and vendors gath-
ered at San Angelo’s convention 
center. “I said, ‘OK, I’ll do it,’” 
Turner said. “I felt really called to it. 
We so need it. We need to be ful-
filled and uplifted because we’re 
taking care of ourselves (at events 
like these). We need a place where 
we can be with women like us who are (often too) busy 
taking care of others” to take care of themselves.  

Approximately 250 women registered for the confer-
ence, which included Catholic women speakers, Mass, 
adoration and confession, music, raffles, and a 9/11 me-
morial remembrance at 7:46 a.m. Saturday, marking the 
20th anniversary of the exact time American Airlines 
Flight 11 struck the World Trade Center’s North Tower in 
Manhattan.  

Turner said the number of people in attendance was 
smaller than usual, but with last year’s event canceled, the 
women who did show were excited and ready. “They’re 
all joyful and glad to be here,” she said Saturday follow-
ing the Mass. “We need it; we’ve all been sequestered. As 
the bishop said (during Mass), Satan doesn’t like this. But 
we’re not letting him steal our joy. When we come across 
misspelled T-shirts, you just laugh, fix it and go on.” 

Other glitches this year included the booklet covers 
being printed backward. Turner was alerted to that prob-
lem just before Mass one day and was sitting in church 
when she heard the Lord say, “’JoAnn, just laugh,’ and so 
I did,” she said. “We are aware of what can happen. As 
the bishop says, you can have a bitter heart or a joyful 
heart. If you take your problems to prayer, the Lord an-
swers it, and that’s such a blessing.” 

Cenny Flores and her mother, Tilly Chandler, who 
both attend church in San Angelo, were two women in at-
tendance at the conference on Saturday.  

“The talks are inspiring,” said Flores, who was attend-
ing for her third year. 

“You get a vitamin shot, so to speak,” Chandler 
added. “It’s well organized, good vendors, beautiful Mass. 
You can always learn something from someone else’s per-
spective — especially (someone) from another part of the 
country.”  

 Life, especially during a pandemic, can be difficult, 
Sis said, and coming together in these times “can be a 
source of inspiration, guidance and support. We need one 
another.” 

“We have people participate from all over throughout 
the diocese, so they build bonds,” he continued. “It’s good 
for people to experience the church at a diocesan level.”  

Sis said there was more of a vocal appreciation for the 
conference this year. “Several people have expressed their 
gratitude for this opportunity to gather in person after so 
many months of pandemic isolation.”  

Without question, the 2021 conference was the most 
important in its five-year history, he said. “It gives us 
hope and the beauty of human contact during a very pain-
ful time in world history.” 

- - - 
Becca Nelson Sankey is a freelance writer living in 

San Angelo. 

BECCA NELSON SANKEY

Over 200 women gathered at the McNease Convention Center in San Angelo for the 2021 Catholic Women’s Conference, Sept. 10 and 11.

BECCA NELSON SANKEY

Bishop Michael Sis celebrated Mass at the Catholic Women’s Conference in San Angelo, Sept.11, 2021.



Page 8 OCTOBER 2021 The Angelus

Sister Maria Faustina 
Kowalska: Visions 
and Divine Mercy

God works in 
mysterious ways. 
This belief helps us 
understand why he 
chose a poorly edu-
cated and unre-
markable Polish 
nun to spread his 
message of Divine 
Mercy to the world. 
Sister Maria Faus-
tina Kowalska was 
a nun in the Congregation of the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy when 
she received a vision from Jesus telling her that she would be his 
apostle of mercy. 

Helena (or Elena) Kowalska was born into a poor peasant family 
in Glogowiec, Poland, in 1905. She had only three years of formal 
education before she went to work as a servant at age 16. Over time, 
her longing for the religious life grew stronger, and after seeing a vi-
sion of Christ suffering, she left her family and went to Warsaw. 

Sarah Gallick writes in The Big Book of Women Saints that she 
was rejected by several religious orders before she was accepted as a 
postulant by the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy in 1925. When she 
professed her vows, she took the name of Maria Faustina of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament. For the next 10 years she was cook, gar-
dener, and porter in several houses of the order.  

She experienced extraordinary gifts throughout those years. Paul 
Burns writes in Butler’s Lives of the Saints that she had revelations, 
visions, bilocation, reading of minds and foretelling of the future, 
while also having a hidden stigmata. There was nothing in her out-
ward demeanor and appearance that gave a hint to anyone about her 
spiritual life. 

Rosemary Guiley writes in the Encyclopedia of Saints, that 
Sister Faustina began to have several communications from Jesus in 
the 1930s. In 1931, Jesus appeared to her and told her to spread the 
message of Divine Mercy to the world. 

Matthew Bunson describes this vision in John Paul II’s Book of 
Saints. She saw Jesus in a white garment, with one hand raised in 
blessing and the other touching his breast. Two rays came from his 
breast, one red, and the other pale. Sister Faustina wrote in her diary 
that Jesus told her to have an image made of what she saw with the 
signature, “Jesus, I trust in you.” 

She confided all this to her confessor, Father Michael Sopocko. 
He found an artist, Eugene Kazimierowski, who painted the first Di-
vine Mercy image that she described. It went on public view in April 
1935. 

Sister Faustina recorded all the visions and wishes revealed to 
her. Because she was barely literate, she wrote these experiences 
phonetically, without punctuation. The account covered nearly 700 
pages and included the precise messages she received from Jesus: 
Reminding the world of God’s merciful love for every human being; 
entreating God’s mercy for the whole world and particularly for 
sinners; and initiating the apostolic movement of the Divine Mercy. 

After her death from tuberculosis in 1938, many of her associ-
ates became aware of the deep mystical experiences their sister had 
received. A poor translation of her diary reached Rome in 1938. 
When Karol Wojtyla became archbishop of Krakow, a better trans-
lation was made and called Divine Mercy in My Soul. It has been 
translated into several languages and is ranked as a spiritual classic.  

Pope John Paul II beatified Sister Mary Faustina on April 18, 
1993, and canonized her on April 30, 2000, the first female Polish 
saint. Her remains are in the Sanctuary of the Divine Mercy in Kra-
kow, Poland. Her feast day is October 5. 

The Divine Mercy movement is now worldwide and incudes 
priests, religious, and lay people. In 1996, the Apostles of Divine 
Mercy was organized and approved by the archdiocese of Krakow, 
Poland. 

In the U.S., Eden Hill, Massachusetts, has the National Shrine of 
the Divine Mercy operated by the Marians of the Immaculate Con-
ception. 

- - - 
Mary Lou Gibson writes about the saints for the West Texas 

Angelus from her home in Austin.

Opening the unlocked door
In the New Testament book The Revelation to 

John, there is a scene that has inspired artists for 
hundreds of years in their paintings of Jesus. In 
Revelation 3:20, Jesus says, "Behold I stand at the 
door and knock; if any one hears my voice and 
opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with 
him and he with me" (RSVCE). Here Jesus is ask-
ing each of us to invite him into our hearts. He asks 
us to invite him into our inmost being because he 
knows that this is the true arena of spiritual warfare 
where the real battle against sin and Satan takes 
place. We may think that evil has its roots in human 
institutions, but Jesus knows the root of evil is in 
our hearts.  

In the seventh chapter of the Gospel of Mark, 
Jesus, in a confrontation with some Pharisees, 
quotes Isaiah when he says, "This people honors 
me with their lips but their heart is far from me" 
(7:6). Then Jesus says, "What comes out of a man 
is what defiles a man. For from within, out of the 
heart of man, come evil thoughts, fornication, theft, 
murder, adultery, coveting, wickedness, deceit, li-
centiousness, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. All 
these evil things come from within, and they defile 
a man" (7:20–23). In everything that Jesus says and 
does he is engaging in spiritual warfare. For exam-
ple, when Jesus heals the paralytic who has been 
lowered on a stretcher through the roof of a house, 
the first thing Jesus does is to forgive the man's sins 
(Mk 2:1-12). Jesus knows that the physical healing 
of this man will not give him what he really needs. 
He needs Jesus to heal his heart by the forgiveness 
of his sins. 

When we seek to understand this spiritual war-
fare that is going on in the heart of every person, 
we need to understand that this is a war among per-
sons. All of the vices that Jesus names in the pas-
sage from the Gospel of Mark exist in persons. 
Conversely, the cardinal virtues (prudence, temper-
ance, justice, courage) and the theological virtues 
(faith, hope, love), as well as the virtue of humility 
that unites the other virtues, exist in persons. The 
fruit of the Spirit that Paul speaks of in Galatians 
5:22–23 exists only in persons. The persons en-
gaged in this spiritual warfare in every human heart 
include human persons, the Three Persons of the 

Holy Trinity, the saints and others who intercede in 
prayer for us, all the angels and archangels, and 
Satan, the evil fallen archangel, and all his fallen 
angels. The Persons of the Holy Trinity, the saints 
in heaven, and the good angels and archangels ex-
hibit only the virtues and the fruits of the Spirit. 
Satan and his evil angels exhibit only the vices. 
Human persons in this life have both the virtues 
and fruits of the Spirit and the vices in our hearts, 
and it is here that this spiritual warfare rages. 

Another thing to understand about this spiritual 
warfare is that God does not quickly remove from 
us the external temptation to sin. If we are angry 
(and fearful) about the pandemic, the situation on 
the border, or angry at people in our workplace, 
school, or family, God does not quickly remove 
those situations and people from our lives that 
tempt us to commit the sin of anger. We can pray 
for the people involved, but, because people engage 
in sinful actions, it is people who must be changed 
before the situations can change. But there is one 
person each of us can do something about: our-
selves. If we are angry at a family member because 
of some wrong that he or she did to us, God is not 
going to remove that family member from our 
lives. But, anger is a choice and if we let him, Jesus 
will remove our anger. If we have a problem with 
sexual temptation, God is not going to remove from 
our lives all those people who tempt us or those 
things on the internet that stimulate our temptation, 
but if we ask, Jesus will remove the temptation so 
that we look at other people in a holy way and not 
an immoral way. Jesus will remove from us the  

 
See KNICKERBOCKERS, Page 23 

Father Knick and 
Sandie  

Knickerbocker

Mary Lou Gibson 
 

Speaking of  Saints

Catholic Daughters of the Americas chapter #1736 hosted an ice cream social at the Angelo State University 
Catholic Newman Center Sept. 15, 2021.

COURTESY
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‘Heartbeat Law’ will keep thousands of tiny unborn hearts beating
We Bishops of Texas and all pro-life leaders are 

grateful that Texas Governor Greg Abbott signed the 
“Heartbeat Law,” SB 8, that had been approved by the 
Texas legislature. This pro-life bill will keep the hearts of 
thousands of tiny unborn beating with life and ending 
most abortions in The Lone Star State. This law has the 
potential to save tens of thousands of babies from the 
brutal process of abortion, letting them enjoy our first 
human right, the right to life. In 2020, about 54,000 un-
born babies were aborted in Texas. But the new law is 
wonderful news, which means that 100 unborn babies 
with beating hearts may be spared from an abortion every 
single day in Texas.  

Unanimously the Texas Catholic Bishops celebrated 
the passage of this lifesaving bill and stated, “we cele-
brate every life saved by this legislation.” Opponents of 
the law argue the term “heartbeat” is misleading. 
Strangely they call it “embryonic cardiac activity” or 
worse. These attempts to dehumanize the unborn are dis-
turbing. The bishops stress that abortion is a human life 
issue: the most fundamental human right is the right to 
life. Abortion is in no way healthcare. Abortion is not 
freedom. Abortion is not helping women, as it is always a 
violent taking of innocent human life. This legislation is 
all about the personhood of the baby in the womb. This is 
the heart, better said, the “heartbeat” of the matter, and 
no one can express this better than an expectant mother.     

The U.S. Supreme Court upheld the Texas Heartbeat 
Legislation, declining to block it. So, Texas has become 
the first state in nearly 50 years to be allowed to protect 
unborn babies by banning almost all abortions. The state 
and all pro-lifers achieved a major victory at the Supreme 
Court. The Court, for the first time in decades, has al-
lowed the Heartbeat Bill to go into effect immediately. 
However, there is much work left to be done to preserve 
this bill. We bishops and all pro-lifers need to show that 
this law is good for Texas, that abortion hurts women, it 
brutally destroys human life and there are several better 
alternatives like the Safe Haven Law. If sadly a woman 
does not want her child, there is a Safe Haven that will 
receive this precious child. In all the 50 states, a woman 
can drop their baby off at a hospital at no cost and no 
legal consequences. Texas will pay for all medical ex-
penses if she is considered low income. And there are 
also other adoption programs available.      

Sadly, and regrettably, President Biden has pledged 
the full effort of his administration to stop this Texas 
legislation, claiming there is a constitutional right to 

abortion. In fact, the Constitution has not mentioned 
abortion as a right, and U.S. Supreme Court Justice Clar-
ence Thomas strongly holds that abortion “is without a 
shred of support from the Constitution’s text.” Justice 
Thomas adds, “Our abortion precedents are gravely 
wrong and should be overridden.” House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi, to counteract the Texas Heartbeat Bill, said she 
will use her position to codify Roe vs Wade and enshrine 
it into law forever. She is encouraging Congress to fight 
this ban.  

This is a unique and vitally important pro-life mo-
ment, a moment of special grace from God for all who 
believe the precious unborn is a true human being, a true 
child of God made in his image, for all pro-lifers to 
strongly express their belief, their faith, in positive acts of 
charity. While not responding directly to the new Texas 
Heartbeat bill, Pope Francis in an interview in early Sep-
tember, slammed clearly and strongly the killing of 
babies in abortion because it is a life, it is a human life. 
Pope Francis once again compared abortion to the hiring 
of a hitman to kill a totally innocent child.  Pope Francis 
frequently uses the “hitman” analogy in his condemna-
tion of abortion and pleads for society to recognize 
babies as valuable human beings. The pope said this 
comes down to two questions, “first, is it licit and fair to 
eliminate human life to solve a problem?  Second ques-
tion, is it right to hire a paid assassin to solve this prob-
lem?” The pope continued, “the pro-life position is based 
on science and morality.”   

In this new pro-life moment of this Texas Legisla-
tion, Pope Francis’ clear statement on the sacredness of 
human life and the obligation to promote and respect the 
precious life of the unborn and show care for their moth-
ers is a clarion call for all bishops, priests and pro-lifers 
to increase our public and personal pro-life position and 
to denounce the great evil of abortion. It is the most 
pressing human rights challenge of our time. Alveda 

King, the niece of the great civil rights leader Dr. Martin 
Luther King, has stated that abortion which destroys al-
most a million unborn babies a year in the USA, is the 
greatest civil rights issue in our country at this time. Fol-
lowing the example of the State of Texas, hopefully 
many more states will enact similar pro-life legislations 
to restrict and do away with abortion. For this to happen, 
we bishops and our priests, deacons, and women and 
men religious, with all our faithful lay Catholics espe-
cially, like the Knights of Columbus, the Catholic 
Daughters, and many other Catholic organizations, need 
to be more actively engaged in religious and social pro-
life programs of the United States Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops (USCCB) and of our parishes, and in the 
government process to restrict and overcome abortion.   

All Catholics need to participate in these new pro-life 
efforts, especially in the State of Texas, clarifying that 
Texas has invested hundreds of millions of dollars in pro-
grams for pregnant mothers and families through the 
Abortion Alternatives Programs. We need to remind 
those in need that there are hundreds of pregnancy and 
parenting support programs and adoption services in our 
state that provide practical resources to women and fam-
ilies facing overwhelming circumstances. As Pope Fran-
cis reminds us, we are to offer support for pregnant and 
parenting moms, letting them know that our parishes are 
“islands of mercy in the midst of a sea of indifference.” 
Everyone in the parish should know where to refer preg-
nant women in need. The U.S. Catholic Bishops’ nation-
wide program, Walking with Moms in Need, helps 
nurture and protect lives. And women and men suffering 
due to an abortion need to be reminded that there is hope 
and healing through ministries such as Project Rachel 
and Raphael’s Refuge. God’s mercy and forgiveness is 
limitless, and we all need to be agents of God’s mercy for 
others.   

Our most powerful means of overcoming the evil of 
abortion is the Holy Spirit who is always present to aid 
us in every life situation. To be guided by this wonderful 
Spirit, all our parishes need to provide, and encourage 
participation in, prayer programs which provide us with 
God’s grace and the means to overcome the tragic killing 
of the precious children of God in abortion. Our prayer 
moves us to advocate for and to surround both mother 
and child with love and practical support as a humane 
and Christ-like response for all their needs. Our constant 
pro-life motto is “we choose life for both mother and 
child.”

Bishop Emeritus  
Michael D. Pfeifer 

 
Diocese of  San Angelo

Respect Life Month

St. Joseph, protector of Holy Family, is model for 2021 Respect Life Month
By Catholic News Service 
 

WASHINGTON (CNS) — As part of the Year of St. 
Joseph declared by Pope Francis, the U.S. Catholic 
Church's annual Respect Life Month celebration in Oc-
tober "highlights the example of that great saint" as protec-
tor of life, said the chairman of the U.S. bishops' pro-life 
committee. 

"As the faithful protector of both Jesus and Mary," St. 
Joseph is "a profound reminder of our own call to wel-
come, safeguard and defend God's precious gift of human 
life," said Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann of Kansas City, 
Kansas. 

"Despite the mysterious circumstances surrounding 
Mary's pregnancy, St. Joseph took her into his home at the 
word of the angel," and like the saint, "we are also called to 
care for those God has entrusted to us — especially vulner-
able mothers and children," the archbishop said. 

The prelate, who is chairman of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops' Committee on Pro-Life Activities, made 
the comments in a Sept. 27 statement. 

During October, Respect Life Sunday is observed on 
the first Sunday of the month, which this year is Oct. 3. 

To join in prayer for the intercession of St. Joseph, de-

fender of life, visit www.respectlife.org/prayer-to-st-joseph. 
Various resources for celebrating Respect for Life 

Month — including dozens of articles, prayer cards, 
prayers for life, a toolkit for parish pro-life leaders, homily 
helps and other resources can be found online at 
https://www.respectlife.org/respect-life-month. 

As the Holy Family's protector, St. Joseph "guided 
their journey to Bethlehem, found shelter and welcomed 
the infant Jesus as his son," Archbishop Naumann said. 
"When Herod threatened the life of the Christ Child, St. Jo-
seph left his homeland behind and fled with Jesus and 
Mary to Egypt." 

"We can follow in the footsteps of St. Joseph as protec-
tor by advocating against taxpayer-funded abortion, which 
targets the lives of millions of poor children and their 
mothers here in the United States," he continued. 

"We can imitate his care and provision by helping to 
start Walking with Moms in Need at our parishes, 'walking 
in the shoes' of mothers experiencing a difficult pregnancy, 
especially low-income mothers in our communities," he 
said. 

In March 2020, the USCCB's pro-life committee asked 
all U.S. Catholic bishops to invite the parishes in their dio-
ceses to join a nationwide effort called "Walking With 

Moms in Need: A Year of Service," which began March 25 
of that year. 

But "like everything else, the roll out of Walking with 
Moms in Need was dramatically impacted by COVID-19," 
Archbishop Naumann noted in a Sept. 21 address to a Ne-
braska pro-life conference. 

He said the pro-life committee "is renewing our efforts 
to encourage every diocese and parish to implement the 
Walking with Moms in Need process." 

Walking with Moms in Need asks every diocese and 
parish to make an assessment of the resources available to 
assist mothers experiencing a difficult pregnancy. 

The program seeks to identify gaps in available serv-
ices and then encourage dioceses and parishes to find ways 
to fill those gaps. Walking with Moms in Need also in-
cludes efforts to communicate better available resources 
and to encourage every Catholic to support Pregnancy Re-
source Centers. 

The program has its own website, www.walkingwith-
moms.com, with resources, outreach tools and models to 
assist parishes in this effort. 

Also, Archbishop Naumann in his Sept. 27 statement 
urged Catholics to learn more about preventing taxpayer-
funded abortion by visiting www.notaxpayerabortion.com.
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Domingo, 10 de octubre de 2021 
12:00 del mediodía en español 

Cathedral Church of the Sacred Heart

Misa del 60� aniversario de 
la Dio´cesis de San A´ngelo 

 
El Obispo Michael Sis ofrecera´ una  
Misa especial para conmemorar el 

60� aniversario de la fundacio´n de la  
Dio´cesis de San A´ngelo en octubre de 1961 

 
Todos esta´n invitados

El Obispo Sis tambie´n abrira´ la fase diocesana del 
Si´nodo sobre Sinodalidad en esta Misa

Sunday, October 10, 2021 
6:00 PM in English 

Cathedral Church of the Sacred Heart

Diocese of San Angelo 
60th anniversary Mass 

 
Bishop Michael Sis will offer a special 

Mass to commemorate the  
60th anniversary of the founding of the 
Diocese of San Angelo in October 1961 

 
All are invited

Bishop Sis will also open the diocesan phase of the  
Synod on Synodality at this Mass

Cathedral Church of the Sacred Heart 
20 E Beauregard, San Angelo, TX  76903

Cathedral Church of the Sacred Heart 
20 E Beauregard, San Angelo, TX  76903
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WHITE MASS 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2021

3:00 PM | Cathedral Church of the Sacred Heart 
 

Mass honoring health professionals  
and remembering the victims of COVID-19 

 
All are invited

20th annual Knights of Columbus Council #8773 golf tournament

The Knights of Columbus Council #8773 of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Odessa held their annual golf tournament fundraiser on Sept. 
11 at Rafliff Ranch Golf Course.

ALAN TORRE | APTORRE PHOTOGRAPHY

The Diocese  

of San Angelo  

is hiring for the  

following positions: 
 

 

Executive Director of The Catholic 

Charitable Foundation for the Roman 

Catholic Diocese of San Angelo/ 

Director of Stewardship and  

Development, Diocese of San Angelo 

 

Payroll and Benefits Specialist 

 

Secretary, Office of Evangelization 

and Catechesis 

 

 

For job descriptions  

and how to apply, visit: 

 
sanangelodiocese.org/job-

openings
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ALAN TORRE | APTORRE PHOTOGRAPHY

The confirmation class 
of St. Joseph Parish in 
Stanton, Sept. 8, 2021.

A life of supreme love for God and the church
By the Carmelite Nuns of Christoval, Texas 
 

Sept. 8 was an especially joyful day at the Carmel-
ite Monastery of Our Lady of Grace, in Christoval, 
Texas. Our Bishop Michael J. Sis, Deacon Victor Bel-
man of Eldorado, and many priests, young servers, and 
friends gathered to share in the celebration of the Pro-
fession of Simple Vows by Sister Elisha Marie of Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel, OCarm (Carmelite Nuns of the 
Ancient Observance). Sister considered them all im-
portant members of her “family,” and was immensely 
grateful for their presence. (Borders were closed to her 
birth family due to the coronavirus.) 

The Holy Spirit has been guiding Sister Elisha 
Marie step by step. At the age of 22, she traveled to 
Ecuador from her native Colombia to be totally fo-
cused on God and her vocation in the consecrated life. 
She became a missionary sister, working as a catechist, 
helping in nursing homes, visiting women prisoners, 
serving very humble people in the mountains. She was 
deeply impressed by the love, humility, and generosity 
that Ecuadorians have toward God and religious per-
sons. 

Sister also worked with the elderly in Kearney, Ne-
braska. It was a very good experience for her, but at 
the same time a bit sad to see how the elderly are aban-
doned by their children and their families. From this 
she learned that we all need to give and receive love, 
no matter how old we are. The important thing is to 
make others happy and respected. 

From there, Sister Elisha Marie spent time in the 
missions of Trinidad and Tobago. The joy of the people 
there, from small children to those in their nineties, as 
they celebrated Mass with song and dance, made an in-
delible impression on her. 

Yet, she was drawn to more: “The total consecra-
tion of myself to God by an act of supreme love and to 
benefit the whole church.” For Sister Elisha Marie, the 
primary value of the Rule of Carmel, where Jesus is 

the center of the Carmelite way of life, is the solitude 
and silence, which enables the Sisters to “live in alle-
giance to Jesus Christ … each one, pure in heart and 
stout in conscience, must be unswerving in the service 
of the Master … each one of you is to stay in his own 
cell or nearby, pondering the Lord’s law day and night 
and keeping watch at his prayers, unless attending to 
some other duty” (The Rule of Carmel, Chapters 2 and 
10).  

The Carmelite family is the only religious order in 
the church whose beginnings took place in the Holy 
Land, on Mount Carmel, the place of Elijah and Elisha, 
the land of Jesus and Mary.   

Sister Elisha says, “I like the term Carmelite 
Family: friars, sisters, laity, where we all try to build a 
fraternal spirit at ever deeper levels, welcoming differ-
ent nationalities, and cultures. Similar to the early 
Christian community: ‘The community of believers 
was of one heart and one mind. None of them ever 
claimed anything as their own; rather, everything was 
held in common’ (Acts 2:42, 4:32).” 

After the Crusades, the first hermits who went to 
Mount Carmel were searching to establish, in the land 
made holy by Jesus’ life, a way of life centered on the 
presence of God by means of silence and contempla-
tion. Like the prophet Elijah, and following the exam-
ple of Carmelites through the centuries, Sister Elisha 
wants to work more on her inner life, leading to deeper 
union with God. Psalm 42 expresses this well: “Like 
the deer that yearns for running streams, so my soul is 
yearning for you, my God. My soul is thirsting for 
God, the God of my life; when can I enter and see the 
face of God?”   

Sister Elisha reflects: “In our Carmelite family, 
God is present in our lives as in the lives of many of 
the Carmelite saints. God has a personal meaning for 
each person, pushes us to new challenges, to have time 
for him, to rest and relax in his presence, seeking him 
day by day in our daily responsibilities. Elijah and 

Elisha were inspiring models of this fundamental chal-
lenge for all Carmelites: to stand in the presence of the 
living God and to seek his face.  The prophets of 
Mount Carmel reminded one and all that God lives 
among his people and that he loves each one of us with 
an everlasting love.” 

From conception, we all have been given a voca-
tion. The challenge is to discern and follow it. Words 
of advice to those presently discerning their vocation: 
“Do not fear, do not be afraid: Jesus deigned to show 
you the road that leads to God, and this road is the sur-
render of the little child who sleeps without fear in its 
Father’s arms” (St. Therese). 

Sister Elisha’s advice: “It would be a good idea for 
you who feel called to the Carmelite life, or other 
forms of religious life, or the priesthood, to have an 
experience of the life, or a retreat in one of the com-
munities to which you feel drawn. In this way, you can 
grow to be sure of your vocation. By doing a religious 
experience, you do not lose anything. On the contrary, 
you are going to enrich yourself.” 

“You can also speak with a priest or sister who can 
guide you in your discernment. Reading some of the 
lives of the Carmelite saints such as St. Therese of the 
Child Jesus, St. Teresa of Avila, St. Teresa Benedicta of 
the Cross, or any saint, can help.”   

In any case (Sister Elisha advises), do not be left 
with the doubt, because later you may wonder whether 
or not you really had a religious (or priestly) vocation.  

In his homily, Bishop Sis advised, “Like these 
sisters here in Christoval, all of us must consider how 
God is calling us to live a life of total allegiance to 
Jesus Christ, where Jesus is at the center of our heart.” 

Sister Elisha Marie is “super grateful” for all the 
loving support she has received in her vocation, espe-
cially by so many of the wonderful friends and family 
members who help us in countless ways. We all belong 
to God’s family. She has given her life to God for love 
of him — and you! 

ALAN TORRE | APTORRE PHOTOGRAPHY

Sister Elisha Marie of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
made her simple profession of vows as a sister of 
the Carmelite Nuns of the Ancient Observance in 
Christoval, Sept. 8.

ALAN TORRE | APTORRE PHOTOGRAPHY

At left: Bishop Michael Sis and Carmelite Sister Elisha Marie of Our Lady of Mount Carmel.

ALAN TORRE | APTORRE PHOTOGRAPHY

The Carmelite Nuns of Christoval, Texas, and Bishop Michael Sis.



Page 14 OCTOBER 2021 The Angelus

Bishop blesses  

Big Lake rectory
Bishop Michael J. Sis blessed a new rectory Aug. 

28 for the current and future priests who will serve the 
parish of St. Margaret of Cortona in Big Lake. The 
blessing was followed by a brunch in the parish hall. 

The following day, Aug. 29, another meal was 
held to welcome Father Balachandra Nagipogu as the 
new parochial administrator of St. Margaret Parish, as 
well as the missions of St. Francis of Assisis in Iraan 
and St. Thomas in Rankin. In attendance were Bishop 
Sis, Father Prem Thumma, Father Balachandra Nagi-
pogu, the parish rectory committee, and donors whose 
generosity made the building project possible.

COURTESY



The Angelus OCTOBER 2021 Page 15

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

RSVP: SanAngeloCursillo.com

Assembly of Catholic Professionals  

holds first meetings

Kathryn Whitaker, here with 
Bishop Michael J. Sis Sept. 
27 at the Angelo State Uni-
versity LeGrand Alumni and 
Visitor Center, was the fea-
tured speaker at the first 
meetings of the Diocese of 
San Angelo Assembly of 
Catholic Professionals. Due 
to the size of the diocese, 
the Assembly has two chap-
ters — an Abilene & San 
Angelo Chapter and a Mid-
land & Odessa Chapter. The 
inaugural meetings were 
held on Sept. 27 and 28 in 
San Angelo and Odessa. Fu-
ture meetings will follow a 
similar two-day schedule but 
rotate locations. For more 
information, visit  
www.sanangelodiocese.org/ 
assembly-of-catholic- 
professionals.WEST TEXAS ANGELUS
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Catholic Voices

Under a bridge in Austin
Recently at a workshop, a woman 

shared her anxiety about the death of her 
brother. Her older brother had died from 
the Covid virus before there were vaccines 
for it, and had died because he had danger-
ously exposed himself to catching the 
virus. However, he had exposed himself to 
that danger for a worthy reason. A military 
veteran, living alone, he used much of his 
salary and savings to cook meals and take 
them to feed homeless people living under 
a bridge in his hometown, Austin, Texas.  

That certainly seems like a noble, 
Christian death, except that in his adult 
life he had lost any explicit faith in God 
and in Jesus, and self-defined as an agnos-
tic (though with no antipathy towards reli-
gion). He simply didn’t believe in God or 
go to church anymore. His sister who 
shared this story, loved him deeply, ad-
mired his feeding the homeless, but wor-
ried about his dying outside of an explicit 
faith and the church. Her anxiety was 
compounded by her other brother, a Chris-
tian fundamentalist, who is firm in the be-
lief that dying outside of the church puts 
one eternally outside of salvation; in brief, 
you end up in hell. At a gut level, his sister 
knew that this could not be true. Still she 
was anxious about it and wanted some as-
surances that her fundamentalist brother 
was wrong and that her anxiety about her 
brother’s eternal salvation was a false fear. 

What does one say in the face of that?  

A number of things might be said. First, 
that the God who Jesus incarnated and re-
vealed is a God who is in every way the 
antithesis of fundamentalism and of this 
sort of false fear about salvation. Jesus as-
sures us that God reads the heart in all its 
complexity, including its existential com-
plexity. A fundamentalist reads only a 
written rubric, not the goodness of a heart. 
As well, scripture describes God as ‘a jeal-
ous God’. This doesn’t mean God gets 
jealous and angry when we are preoccu-
pied with our own things or when we be-
tray God through weakness and sin. 
Rather, it means that God, like a solicitous 
parent, never wants to lose us and seeks 
every possible means to keep us from slip-
ping away and hurting ourselves. More-
over, in the abstract language of academic 
theology, God has a universal will for sal-
vation, and that means for everyone, in-
cluding agnostics and atheists.  

More specifically, Jesus gives us three 

interpenetrating perspectives that expose 
the narrowness of all fundamentalist 
thinking regarding who goes to heaven 
and who goes to hell.  

First, he gives us a parable of a man 
who has two sons and he asks them both 
to work in his field. The first son says that 
he will not do it, but in fact ends up doing 
it; the second son says he will do the 
work, but ends up not doing it. Which is 
the true son? The answer is obvious, but 
Jesus reinforces the parable with this com-
ment: It is not necessarily those who say 
‘Lord, Lord’ will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but those who do the will of God 
on earth.  

What this parable highlights is what 
theologians (from John Henry Newman 
through Karl Rahner) have tried to teach, 
namely, that someone can have a notional 
faith that in fact rings hollow in the light 
of true faith. Conversely, someone can ex-
plicitly deny what we hold in our notion of 
faith and yet in the light of what a genuine 
faith demands, have real faith since this is 
not necessarily manifest in one’s notion of 
faith but in the fruits of one’s life.  

As well, we have Jesus’ shocking 
warning in Matthew 25 about how we ulti-
mately will be judged for heaven or hell, 
namely, on whether or not we served the 
poor. This warning does not suggest that 
explicit faith and church attendance are of 
no consequence; they have their impor-

tance, but it is warning that there are 
things that are more important.  

Finally, and perhaps most far-reaching 
in this regard, Jesus gives us the power to 
bind and loose. As parts of the Body of 
Christ, our love, like Jesus’ love, keeps a 
loved one connected to the community of 
salvation. As Gabriel Marcel puts it, to 
love someone is to say, you can never be 
lost. This woman’s love for her brother as-
sures that he is not in hell. 

All of this I might have said, but in-
stead I simply referred to a wonderful 
quote from Charles Peguy, the noted 
French poet and essayist. Peguy once sug-
gested that when we die and appear before 
God, each of us will be asked this one 
question: “Where are the others?” (“Ou 
sont les autres?”). 

I assured the anxious woman she need 
not worry about her brother’s eternal sal-
vation, despite his dying outside of an ex-
plicit faith and the church. When he stood 
before God and was asked the question 
(Where are the others?) he had a very 
good answer: They are under a bridge in 
Austin.  

- - - 
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser is a 

theologian, teacher, and award-winning 
author. He can be contacted through his 
website www.ronrolheiser.com. Now on 
Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser. 

Father Ron  
Rolheiser

How to live a meaningful life
Last week, I had the great good for-

tune to sit down for a Zoom interview 
with Jordan Peterson, Jonathan Pageau, 
and John Vervaeke. As I’m sure you know, 
Peterson, Professor of Psychology at the 
University of Toronto, is one of the most 
influential figures in the culture today. Pa-
geau is an artist and iconographer working 
in the Orthodox Christian tradition, and 
Vervaeke is a professor of cognitive psy-
chology at the University of Toronto. All 
three of these gentlemen have a powerful 
presence on social media. The topic of our 
conversation was a theme that preoccupies 
all four of us — namely, the crisis of 
meaning in our culture, especially among 
the young. To kick things off, Peterson 
asked each of us to give our definition of 
meaning and, more specifically, of reli-
gious meaning. When my time came, I of-
fered this: to live a meaningful life is to be 
in purposive relationship to value, and to 
live a religiously meaningful life is to be 
in purposive relationship to the summum 
bonum, or the supreme value. 

Following the prompts of Dietrich von 
Hildebrand, I argued that certain values — 
epistemic, moral, and aesthetic — appear 
in the world, and they draw us out of our-
selves, calling us to honor them and to in-
tegrate them into our lives. So, 
mathematical and philosophical truths be-
guile the mind and set it on a journey of 
discovery; moral truths, on display in the 
saints and heroes of the tradition, stir the 
will into imitative action; and artistic 

beauty — a Cézanne still-life, a Bee-
thoven sonata, Whitman’s Leaves of Grass 
— stops us in our tracks and compels us to 
wonder and, in turn, to create. To order 
one’s life in such a way that one consis-
tently seeks such values is to have a prop-
erly meaningful life. 

Now, I continued, the perceptive soul 
intuits that there is a transcendent source 
of these values: a supreme or uncon-
ditioned goodness, truth, and beauty. The 
fully meaningful life is one that is ded-
icated, finally, to that reality. Thus, Plato 
said that the culminating point of the 
philosophical enterprise is discovering, 
beyond all particular goods, the "form of 
the good"; Aristotle said that the highest 
life consists in contemplating the prime 
mover; and the Bible speaks of loving the 
Lord our God with our whole soul, our 
whole mind, our whole strength. Jordan 
Peterson, echoing Thomas Aquinas, put it 
as follows: Every particular act of the will 
is predicated upon some value, some con-
crete good. But that value nests in a higher 

value or set of values, which in turn nests 
in a still higher one. We come, he said, 
eventually, to some supreme good that de-
termines and orders all of the subordinate 
goods that we seek. 

Though we articulated the theme in 
different ways and according to our var-
ious areas of expertise, all four of us said 
that the "wisdom tradition," which classi-
cally presented and defended these truths, 
has been largely occluded in the culture 
today, and this occlusion has contributed 
mightily to the crisis of meaning. Much 
has contributed to this problem, but we 
put emphasis especially on two causes: 
scientism and the postmodern suspicion of 
the very language of value. Scientism, the 
reduction of all legitimate knowledge to 
the scientific form of knowledge, effec-
tively renders claims of value unserious, 
merely subjective, expressive of feeling 
but not of objective truth. Combined with 
this reductionism is the conviction, baked 
into the brains of so many young people 
today, that claims truth and value are 
simply disguised attempts to prop up the 
power of those who are making them or to 
sustain a corrupt institutional superstruc-
ture. Accordingly, these assertions have to 
be demythologized, dismantled, and de-
constructed. And along with this cultural 
assault on the realm of values, we have 
witnessed the failure of many of the great 
institutions of the culture, including and 
especially the religious institutions, to 
present this realm in a convincing and 

compelling manner. Far too often, contem-
porary religion has turned into superficial 
political advocacy or a pandering echo of 
the prejudices of the environing culture. 

So, what do we need for a meaningful 
life? From my perspective, I said, we need 
great Catholic scholars, who understand 
our intellectual tradition thoroughly and 
who believe in it, are not ashamed of it — 
and who are ready to enter into respectful 
but critical conversation with secularity. 
We need great Catholic artists, who rever-
ence Dante, Shakespeare, Michelangelo, 
Mozart, Hopkins, and Chesterton, and 
who are also on point to produce fresh 
works of art, imbued with the Catholic 
sensibility. And we need, above all, great 
Catholic saints, who show concretely what 
it looks like to live one’s life in purposive 
relation to the summum bonum. We can 
and should blame the culture of modernity 
for producing the desert of meaningless-
ness in which so many today wander, but 
we keepers of the religious flame ought to 
take responsibility too, acknowledging our 
failures and resolving to pick up our 
game. 

For people today will not enter into re-
lationship with values and with the su-
preme value unless they can find mentors 
and masters to show them how. 

- - - 
Bishop Robert Barron is an auxiliary 

bishop of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
and the founder of Word on Fire Catholic 
Ministries.

Bishop Robert 
Barron 

 
Word on Fire 

Ministries
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SOS, se necesitan catequistas en este tiempo de pandemia
Actualmente en los Estados Unidos 

hay cerca de 11 millones de oportuni-
dades de trabajo esperando empleados. 
Sólo hay que caminar por las calles prin-
cipales de nuestros pueblos y ciudades, 
quizás pasar cerca de un negocio 
pequeño o una fábrica, y veremos en 
todas partes las palabras "Se necesitan 
empleados" o "Help Wanted" (en in-
glés).  

¿Dónde están los trabajadores? ¿Por 
qué las personas no están aprovechando 
esta bonanza de empleos disponibles? 
Los expertos dicen que algunas personas 
no están listas para regresar a sus traba-
jos. Otras decidieron hacer algo distinto 
para responder mejor a las demandas de 
una nueva economía. Otras están preo-
cupadas por su seguridad en estos días 
de pandemia. 

Una versión muy similar de este fe-
nómeno se está dando en el mundo cat-
equético católico. No lo podemos 
ignorar. Me di cuenta de ello cuando la 
directora de catequesis de mi parroquia 
multicultural compartía que tenía difi-
cultades para atraer catequistas que 
enseñaran la fe este año. 

La pandemia del COVID-19 ha im-
pactado notablemente a los programas 
catequéticos en todos los niveles. Con-
tacté a amigos que dirigen la catequesis 
en diócesis y parroquias en otras partes 
del país para ver qué estaba ocurriendo. 
Escuché historias similares de líderes en 
Texas, Florida, California, Illinois, 
Maryland, Ohio, Washington y otros es-

tados. 
Muchos líderes catequéticos han es-

tado haciendo malabares administrativos 
para que sus programas sigan funcion-
ando y así ofrecer formación en la fe a 
católicos de todas las edades: reuniones 
presenciales con grupos pequeños, se-
siones virtuales, programas auto-dirigi-
dos, iniciativas híbridas, cancelación de 
ciertos programas, actuar como si nada 
estuviera ocurriendo, etc. De todo un 
poco. 

Por lo general los altibajos de los 
programas catequéticos no reciben la 
misma atención en los medios de comu-
nicación como lo hacen los de las escue-
las católicas. No obstante, recordemos 
que por cada niño o joven católico ma-
triculado en una escuela católica, hay 
dos en programas catequéticos. 

Los líderes catequéticos con fre-
cuencia carecen de recursos e infraes-
tructura que les permita hacer un mejor 
trabajo. De hecho, es un escándalo que 
en las últimas décadas muchas diócesis 
y parroquias han venido reduciendo de 

manera dramática los presupuestos de 
oficinas y programas catequéticos, y en 
algunas los han eliminado. 

Nuestros líderes catequéticos por lo 
general llevan a cabo su ministerio con 
los recursos más básicos. La mayoría de 
los programas dependen de pequeñas le-
giones de voluntarios, constituidos pri-
mordialmente por mujeres, bajo la guía 
de uno o dos coordinadores. Existe muy 
buena voluntad, sin lugar a duda, pero 
muy pocos recursos, y a veces estos líd-
eres carecen también de apoyo y apreci-
ación suficientes. 

La pandemia ha alejado a miles de 
catequistas. Miles más siguen evaluando 
las medidas de seguridad en las parro-
quias y muchos están pensando que si 
regresan van a tener que asumir más re-
sponsabilidades pues cada vez son más 
pocos. No les podemos culpar. 

Muchos de ellos son personas may-
ores; otros están cuidado familiares que 
tienen condiciones delicadas de salud; 
otros son padres de niños que no son 
elegibles para recibir la vacuna del 
COVID-19. Muchos de nuestros cate-
quistas experimentan condiciones reales 
de vulnerabilidad. 

El impacto negativo de la pandemia 
en los programas de catequesis, su cali-
dad y en el resto de los esfuerzos 
evangelizadores en la iglesia pueden ser 
irreversibles si no hacemos algo. Necesi-
tamos que la catequesis reciba más aten-
ción, local y nacionalmente, durante 
estos tiempos de pandemia. 

Por lo general en los meses de sep-
tiembre y en octubre encontramos una 
invitación en los boletines y las comuni-
caciones parroquiales a servir como cat-
equistas voluntarios. Parece que la 
invitación que no está dando los frutos 
esperados en estos días. ¿Dónde están 
los catequistas? Creo que están allí, lis-
tos para responder. Sin embargo, en este 
momento están esperando mucho más de 
que nuestras comunidades de fe normal-
mente les ofrecen. 

Los catequistas necesitan capacita-
ción para compartir la fe usando tecnol-
ogías nuevas y pedagogías renovadas. 
Con esta clase de capacitación, nuestros 
catequistas se sentirán más seguros para 
servir en programas de formación en la 
fe mientras que protegen su salud y la de 
sus seres queridos. Los catequistas qui-
eren recursos de calidad y desean ap-
render a compartir la fe de manera 
efectiva. Estas hermanas y hermanos 
merecen nuestro apoyo y afirmación. 

Tenemos que invertir de manera 
mucho más generosa en programas cat-
equéticos. Los catequistas pueden ser la 
clave en la tarea compleja de mantener 
viva la fe de millones de católicos en 
este momento histórico. Este no es un 
momento para escatimar recursos. Todo 
lo contrario, es un momento para dupli-
car, incluso triplicar nuestra inversión en 
la catequesis. 

- - - 
Ospino es profesor de teología y 

educación religiosa en Boston College.

Hosffman  
Ospino 

Catholic News Service 
 

Caminando Juntos

Bajo un puente en Austin
Recientemente, en un taller, una 

mujer compartió su ansiedad por la 
muerte de su hermano. Su hermano 
mayor había muerto a causa del Covid 
antes de que hubiera vacunas para él, y 
había muerto porque se había expuesto 
peligrosamente a contraer el virus. Sin 
embargo, se había arriesgado a ese peligro 
por una buena razón. Era un militar vet-
erano, que vivía solo, y que usaba gran 
parte de su salario y sus ahorros para pre-
parar comida para alimentar a los indi-
gentes que vivían bajo un puente en su 
ciudad natal, Austin, Texas. 

Eso parece ciertamente una muerte 
noble y cristiana, si no fuera porque en su 
vida adulta había perdido cualquier fe en 
Dios y en Jesús, y se consideraba agnós-
tico, aunque sin ninguna antipatía por la 
religión. Simplemente, ya no creía en 
Dios ni iba a la iglesia. Su hermana, que 
contó esta historia, le amaba profunda-
mente, admiraba que diera de comer a los 
sin-techo, pero le preocupaba que muriera 
sin fe explícita y sin ir a la iglesia. Su in-
quietud se vio agravada por su otro her-
mano, un cristiano fundamentalista, que 
se mantiene firme en la creencia de que 
morir fuera de la iglesia le deja a uno eter-
namente fuera de la salvación; en defini-
tiva, uno acaba en el infierno. En un plano 
interno, su hermana sabía que eso no 
podía ser cierto. Sin embargo, se sentía 
intranquila y quería que le aseguraran que 
su hermano fundamentalista estaba equiv-

ocado y que su angustia por la salvación 
eterna de su hermano era un falso temor. 

¿Qué podemos decir ante esto?  Se 
podrían decir varias cosas. En primer 
lugar, que el Dios que Jesús encarnó y 
reveló es un Dios que es, en todos los sen-
tidos, la antítesis del fundamentalismo y 
de esta especie de temor falso sobre la 
salvación. Jesús nos asegura que Dios lee 
el corazón en toda su profundidad, in-
cluida su dimensión existencial. Un fun-
damentalista sólo ve la letra escrita, no la 
bondad del corazón. Además, las Escritu-
ras describen a Dios como "un Dios ce-
loso". Esto no significa que Dios se ponga 
celoso y se enfade cuando nos preocupa-
mos por nuestras propias cosas o cuando 
traicionamos a Dios a causa de la fragili-
dad y el pecado. Más bien significa que 
Dios, como un padre solícito, no quiere 
perdernos nunca y busca todos los medios 
posibles para evitar que nos alejemos y 
nos perjudiquemos. Además, en el len-
guaje abstracto de la teología académica, 

Dios tiene una voluntad universal de sal-
vación, y eso implica a todos, incluidos 
agnósticos y los ateos. 

Más específicamente, Jesús nos da 
tres perspectivas interconectadas que rev-
elan la cortedad de miras de todo pen-
samiento fundamentalista en cuanto a 
quién va al cielo y quién al infierno. 

En primer lugar, nos presenta la pará-
bola de un hombre que tiene dos hijos y 
les pide a ambos que trabajen en su 
campo. El primer hijo dice que no lo hará, 
pero de hecho termina haciéndolo; el se-
gundo hijo dice que hará el trabajo, pero 
acaba por no hacerlo. ¿Cuál es el buen 
hijo? La respuesta es obvia, pero Jesús re-
fuerza la parábola con este comentario: 
No son forzosamente los que dicen 
"Señor, Señor" los que entrarán en el 
reino de los cielos, sino los que hacen la 
voluntad de Dios en la tierra. 

Lo que esta parábola pone de relieve 
es lo que los teólogos (desde John Henry 
Newman hasta Karl Rahner) han inten-
tado enseñar, a saber, que alguien puede 
tener una fe aparente que, de hecho, pa-
rece vacía a la luz de la fe verdadera. A la 
inversa, alguien puede negar explícita-
mente lo que contiene nuestra noción de 
fe y, sin embargo, a la luz de lo que exige 
una fe auténtica, tener una fe real, ya que 
ésta no se manifiesta necesariamente en 
su idea de fe, sino en los frutos de su vida. 

Además, tenemos la escandalosa ad-
vertencia de Jesús en Mateo 25 sobre la 

forma en que seremos juzgados en última 
instancia para el cielo o el infierno, es 
decir, sobre si hemos servido o no a los 
pobres. Esta advertencia no insinúa que la 
fe declarada y la asistencia a la iglesia no 
tengan importancia; tienen su importan-
cia, pero advierte que hay otras cosas que 
son más importantes. 

Por último, y quizás lo más impor-
tante a este respecto, Jesús nos da el 
poder de atar y desatar. Como miembros 
del Cuerpo de Cristo, nuestro amor, al 
igual que el de Jesús, mantiene a la per-
sona amada conectada a la comunidad de 
salvación. Como dice Gabriel Marcel, 
amar a alguien es decir: tú nunca te per-
derás. El amor de esta mujer por su her-
mano le garantiza que no está en el 
infierno. 

Podría haber dicho todo esto, pero en 
su lugar me limité a referirme a una mara-
villosa cita de Charles Peguy, el célebre 
poeta y ensayista francés. Peguy sugirió 
en una ocasión que cuando muramos y 
comparezcamos ante Dios, a cada uno de 
nosotros se le hará esta única pregunta: 
"¿Dónde están los demás?" ("Ou sont les 
autres?"). Le aseguré a la angustiada 
mujer que no tenía que preocuparse por la 
salvación eterna de su hermano, a pesar 
de haber muerto fuera de una fe expresa y 
de la iglesia. Cuando se presentó ante 
Dios y se le hizo la pregunta (¿Dónde 
están los otros?) tuvo una muy buena res-
puesta: Están bajo un puente en Austin.

Padre Ron  
Rolheiser



By the time Dr. Jack Kevorkian was put 
in prison for second-degree murder, he had 
helped an estimated 130 patients kill them-
selves. 

The first person he "helped" was an 
Oregon teacher suffering from Alzheimer's 
disease. It was hardly "death with dignity." 
With a suicide machine he had rigged up in-
side his rusty Volkswagen van, he enabled 
Janet Adkins to take her life. 

"My ultimate aim is to make euthanasia 
a positive experience," he told the press. 
Despite being put on trial repeatedly, he 
usually won acquittal. His lawyer, The New 
York Times 2011 obituary recounted, "based 
his winning defense on compassion and 
mercy," the man called Dr. Death had re-
portedly shown his patients. 

The legal strategy brought to mind the 
acerbic words of Father Smith in Walker 
Percy's final novel The Thanatos Syndrome. 

"Do you know where tenderness always 
leads?" Father Smith asks. "To the gas 
chamber. ... Tenderness is the first disguise 
of the murderer." 

The world has grown exceedingly 
tender since Kevorkian's campaign for 
death. Oregon legalized "physician-assisted 
suicide" 25 years ago, but now eight more 
states and the District of Columbia have 
followed suit. California just amended its 
law to allow people only a two-day waiting 

period when it had originally been 15 days, 
and even allowing the two days to be 
waived, ironically, if death is imminent. 

Euthanasia, the active killing of the 
"patient" by a "doctor" (I put these words in 
quotes because neither seems appropriate in 
this context) is today allowed in Belgium, 
the Netherlands, Luxembourg and Spain — 
all countries with significant Catholic pop-
ulations. 

Now England is considering allowing 
the same. In a remarkable presentation be-
fore members of Parliament, doctors from 
Oregon, Canada (where euthanasia is also 
legal) and Belgium tried to warn the Eng-
lish lawmakers that however carefully they 
craft the law, it will inevitably be amended 
and made more available. 

"It is not a slippery slope, it is a logical  
 

See ERLANDSON, Page 22 
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Decisions of consequence
I recently watched a compelling 

video prepared by a group called 
Heartbeat International. They provide 
women, who regret having taken an 
abortion pill, the chance to reverse 
their decision through a treatment in-
volving progesterone. The protocol, 
though not yet officially “peer-re-
viewed,” appears to work well if the 
woman doesn’t wait too long, and the 
video includes pictures and rescue 
dates of many beautiful babies who 
have been saved this way. 

What also caught my attention 
were the stories of several nurses 
working at Heartbeat International.  

“I wanted to help out in a mean-
ingful way,” one of them, named 
Amanda, said. “I was very excited to 
hear about abortion-pill reversal for the 
first time. … I thought: God just 
brought that in front of me, and I think 
that’s what I’m meant to do.”  

She went on to share a follow-up 
from two mothers whom she had re-
cently assisted. 

“They sent me pictures on What-
sApp after they had their babies. … 
I'm so thankful for their courage and 
their bravery. They talked about how 
much they love their babies and I'm 
just so happy for them. I’m just so 
grateful God gave me that opportunity 
to speak with both of them. 

“I’ve never had this kind of fulfill-
ment in any previous nursing job that 
I’ve had — that feeling of Yes! — I'm 
making a difference in someone's life, 
…a difference in eternity.” 

Every child saved this way is 
someone who now enjoys the opportu-
nity to grow up, go to school, get mar-
ried, have kids, grandkids and 
great-grandkids. It clearly makes an in-
calculable difference for that child, as 
well as for untold others. An “eternal 
difference.”  

Each of us would like for our lives 
and our work to “make a difference,” 
and especially to make a lasting, im-
pactful, and eternal difference.  

It should come as no small conso-
lation to understand that whenever we 
make deliberate moral choices for the 
good or turn away from what is wrong, 
we are already starting to make those 
“eternal differences.” Through such 
decisions of consequence, we align our 
own will with God’s, and contribute, in 
his wisdom, to rectifying the many pat-
terns of sin around and within us. Such 
decisions enable us to collaborate with 
his all-encompassing redemptive plan. 

In the field of bioethics, these 
“decisions of consequence” arise with 
great regularity. When one of our ethi-
cists at The National Catholic Bio-
ethics Center, for example, helps a 
husband and wife to understand the 
moral problems surrounding in vitro 
fertilization, not only can this help 
them avoid the tragedy of trapping 
their young offspring in “frozen or-
phanages,” but it can also help them 
reflect on deeper questions like “What 
does our infertility really mean?” and 
“How does God want us to be fruit-

ful?” This can lead them to consider 
new paths of grace, like reaching out to 
kids in the community who are parent-
less, through mentoring programs such 
as Big Brother/Big Sister, or through 
pursuing the generous path of foster 
parenting and adoption. Such generos-
ity is another “decision of con-
sequence” where we stand to make an 
eternal difference. 

Our “decisions of consequence” 
need not be great or lofty gestures; 
they can be quite simple. I recall a true 
story first relayed by John W. Schlatter 
in 1993, that has circulated widely 
since.  

Bill was walking home after his 
junior high school classes, his arms 
full of books and other items from his 
locker. At a certain point, everything 
spilled out of his arms, and another 
boy named Mark witnessed it and 
came over to help him pick it up off 
the ground, making some friendly 
small talk. The two of them decided to 
spend part of the afternoon together, 
playing games and goofing off. In suc-
ceeding weeks and months, they be-
came friends.  

Years later, Bill was reminiscing 
with Mark, and he brought up the day 
they first met.  

"Did you ever wonder why I was 
carrying so many things home that 
day?" he asked. “I cleaned out my 
locker because I didn't want to leave a 
mess for anyone else. I had stored 
away some of my mother’s sleeping 
pills and I was going home to commit 
suicide. But after we spent some time 
together talking and laughing, I real-
ized that if I had killed myself, I would 
have missed that time and so many 
others that might follow. So Mark, 
when you picked up those books that 
day, you did a lot more: you saved my 
life." 

In a sense, each day for us involves 
a walk along the threshold of eternity, 
through small and not-so-small ges-
tures, even though we may not always 
see the full implications of each of our 
decisions. Each day we have a chance 
to make beautiful, potentially life-sav-
ing, and indeed eternal “decisions of 
consequence.” 

- - - 
Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. 

earned his doctorate in neuroscience 
from Yale and did post-doctoral work 
at Harvard. He is a priest of the dio-
cese of Fall River, MA, and serves as 
the Director of Education at The Na-
tional Catholic Bioethics Center in 
Philadelphia. See www.ncbcenter.org 
and www.fathertad.com. 

Father Tad  
Pacholczyk 
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Amid the Fray

The lethal tenderness of 
the death doctors

“Do you hear the drums? What about the 
guitars? The voices singing? Listen closely 
… let’s be real quiet … still don’t hear them? 
What about the horses that are running right 
there in front of you, within inches … cer-
tainly you see THEM, don’t you?” 

I sometimes say these things to people 
who I see professionally, or when I am giv-
ing a group presentation, and when I do, 
pretty much everyone looks at me like I am 
crazy and waits for an explanation as to why 
I have said such strange things. But instead 
of saying something like “I’m only kidding,” 
I tell them that I am 100% serious and I truly 
believe those sounds and sights are truly 
present! This is the time that people start 
looking around for the closest door or win-
dow and start to formulate an exit plan. It is 
then that I prove to them that what I have 
said is true. But how? Quite simply. 

I take my cellphone out of my pocket 
and play music. I make a couple more taps 
and I show them horses running just a few 
inches from their face as I hold the phone in 
front of them. No big deal, right? Not so 
great a “trick.” It’s something that is done 
millions of times a day by people all over the 
world. Even extremely young children now 
learn to touch an app to be entertained. But 
let’s look more deeply into this ubiquitous 
practice. 

Where do all those sights and sounds 
come from that instantly become present? 
“They must all be inside the phone, some-
how,” someone might conclude. But they are 
not there. I’ve taken apart four iPhones look-
ing for the little drums, guitars, and horses 

but have only found a bunch of electrical 
stuff that I don’t understand. “Maybe all 
those sights and sounds flow into the cell-
phone from the wall plug through the charg-
ing cord,” another person with limited 
perspective might ask. Nope, not from the 
wall through the cord … the phone does the 
same thing when it is charged and not 
plugged in. Where then?! That is the ques-
tion. 

The answer is that they are all around us 
all the time but are invisible to the human 
eye, and inaudible to the human ear. Our 
senses are limited to a range of light and 
sounds. We get upset when for no apparent 
reason, our dog won’t stop barking until we 
hear someone knocking on our door. That 
animals can detect an oncoming earthquake 
is well documented, as are the numerous 
human medical conditions that animals de-
tect. 

In order for us to see and hear some of 
the innumerable communications being 
transmitted all around us, three things are  
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Cartoon Corner
How do we respond to the anger in our nation?

When we first moved to Omaha, Nebraska, 10 years 
ago, my husband was in a store's parking lot trying to 
squeeze a purchase for our new house into his trunk. He 
was having a tough time. 

A woman with a van, a mommy-mobile, was loading 
her groceries next to him. 

"If you don't live too far from me, I'd be happy to 
load that in my van and follow you home," she said. 

Although he managed to fit the item in the trunk, we 
were impressed with this stranger's generous attitude, a 
Midwestern trait, but also an American one. 

Where is that all-American kindness right now? I 
have to remind myself that it's all around us, but you 
have to look hard. We live in an angry nation right now. 

And sadly, I sometimes find myself being angry right 
back, and I know that's not where my faith calls me. In a 
recent daily reading, Christ admonishes hypocrites who 
criticize their neighbors and are blind to their own faults. 

"How can you say to your brother, 'Brother, let me 
remove that splinter in your eye,' when you do not even 
notice the wooden beam in your own eye?" 

Christ challenges us to meet the anger around us with 
peace and self-awareness. 

At a Southern school board meeting Sept. 7, a high 
school student testified in favor of school masks. He re-
counted how his grandmother had died of COVID-19, 
and he attributed it to a lack of mask wearing. 

People jeered. A woman behind him, a smirk on her 
face, laughed. Someone told him, this 11th grader whose 
grandma had died, to shut up. Never mind that those 
folks were given ample time to testify about their own 
opinions. 

At a local parish, a man got up during the homily at 
Sunday Mass and ranted loudly at the priest about the 
mandate for masks in the parish school. This, despite the 
fact that polls show the majority of Americans favor 
school mask mandates. 

This behavior is wrong. But the sad thing is that neg-
ativity begets negativity. It's contagious. 

Recently, I was shopping at Target, where masks are 
now required of employees. Omaha is having a surge in 

COVID-19 cases and intensive care units are danger-
ously full. I was heartened by the large number of mask 
wearers I saw. 

But then, walking toward me, an unmasked woman 
sneezed loudly, without using her arm or sleeve to cover 
the sneeze. 

I felt a surge of anger. Was she ignorant, or willfully 
proclaiming her right to spread germs? 

So instead of being positive about my fellow 
shoppers who were wearing masks, I took a sense of 
anger home with me. Then I remembered St. Ignatius, 
who urged us to always give others the benefit of the 
doubt. 

Maybe this woman forgot her mask at home. Maybe 
she was having a really bad day. Maybe she was a victim 
of all the disinformation spewed by crazy websites and 
conspiracy theorists. 

Maybe I should have said a prayer for her and fo-
cused on my own lack of charity. 

Here's the thing: I can't control other people's behav-
ior. 

I can only control me. I don't want to be the person 
who simmers with anger. I took my anger today to 
prayer. I realized I want to be the lady with the van, the 
one who observes people around her and reacts with 
kindness. 

Negativity is contagious, but so is positivity. I want 
to be that positive person. Find a good cause and work 
for it. Don't overload on social media. Find the good in 
people. Be where Jesus is.

What role does memorabilia serve 
in an increasingly virtual world?
I recently attended a Notre Dame 

football game with three of my sons. It 
was a really special day for our family, 
but something was missing. The physical 
tickets. They were gifted to us by a long-
time supporter of the university and they 
came right to my smartphone in digital 
form. 

The convenience of the digital tickets 
was welcome, but I can't help but wonder 
what is lost when technology replaces 
even the smallest routines and rituals. The 
changes probably seem inconsequential to 
some, but they are part of a significant 
shift that has quite a bit to do with our 
faith. 

When Jesus said, "Do this in memory 
of me" (Lk 22:19) at the Last Supper, he 
was, of course, referring to the eucharistic 
ritual. The presence of bread and wine 
was not incidental. It was at the heart of 
his teaching, "Whoever eats my flesh and 
drinks my blood has eternal life, and I 
will raise him on the last day" (Jn 6:54). 

Jesus knew the answer to the ques-
tion, "What helps us remember things that 
matter?" The fact that those things are 

made of "matter." The more stuff that 
goes virtual, the fewer material reminders 
we have to orient and ground ourselves in 
reality. 

We learned this during the pandemic 
when the Mass could be viewed online 
but the Eucharist could not be consumed 
by the faithful. Something very important 
was missing. 

In the concourse of Notre Dame Sta-
dium, there are huge blown-up signs with 
artwork from vintage game programs 
from the 1930s and 1940s. Notre Dame 
vs. Navy in Baltimore, with a picture of a  
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For the Journey

SOS for catechists  
in this time of pandemic

Nearly 11 million job opportunities 
remain unfilled in the United States of 
America. Take a stroll through downtown 
in your city or town; maybe walk by a 
small business or a factory. The ubiqui-
tous "Help Wanted" sign is everywhere. 

Where are the workers? Why are 
people not flocking to fill these job op-
portunities? Analysts say that some 
people are not ready to return to their 
jobs. Others are reinventing themselves to 
respond better to the demands of a new 
economy. Others have safety concerns as-
sociated with the pandemic. 

A version of this larger phenomenon 
seems to be unfolding in our own Catho-
lic catechetical world. We cannot ignore 
it. I first noticed this when the director of 
religious education in my multicultural 
parish shared that she was struggling to 
recruit catechists for this year. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has been 
ruthless on catechetical programs at all 
levels. I contacted friends who oversee 
catechetical programs in dioceses and 
parishes elsewhere to learn how they 
were doing. I heard similar stories from 

leaders in Texas, Florida, California, Illi-
nois, Maryland, Ohio and Washington, 
among other states. 

Catechetical leaders have been en-
gaged in an exercise of managerial gym-
nastics to keep their programs running 
and thus offer faith formation to Catho-
lics of all ages: in-person meetings with 
small groups, virtual sessions, self-guided 
programs, hybrid initiatives, no programs 
at all, act as if nothing is happening, etc. 
Name it. 

The successes and struggles of cate-
chetical programs seldom make the  
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común", dice el documento preparatorio. 
El manual o "vademécum" ofrece pau-

tas para los obispos, y aquellos que ayuda-
rán a facilitar el proceso sinodal localmente, 
sobre cómo pueden escuchar y consultar 
mejor a los católicos y a la comunidad en 
general — en particular a los marginados de 
la sociedad, como también a cristianos y a 
no cristianos. 

Los materiales fueron publicados el 7 
de septiembre en una conferencia de prensa 
en el Vaticano y en línea (en inglés y espa-
ñol) en el sitio web oficial del sínodo: 
synod.va/en.html y synod.va/es.html. 

El papa Francisco está programado para 
abrir formalmente el proceso del sínodo en 
el Vaticano el 9 y 10 de octubre, y el obispo 
de cada diócesis debería abrir el proceso en 
su respectiva diócesis el 17 de octubre. La 
fase diocesana se extenderá hasta abril. 

Los materiales presentan una serie de 
preguntas para ayudar a impulsar la reflex-
ión, aportes, e ideas de tantas personas 
como sea posible. 

Las preguntas se agrupan bajo 10 temas 
generales, y las personas pueden abordar lo 
que sea más pertinente a su situación y 
"compartir con honestidad y franqueza sus 
experiencias de la vida real, reflexionando 
juntos sobre lo que el Espíritu Santo podría 
estar revelando a través de lo que comparten 
unos con otros", decía el documento. 

Algunas preguntas sugeridas incluyen: 
"¿A quién 'necesita escuchar' nuestra igle-
sia?" y "¿cómo se escucha a los laicos, espe-
cialmente a los jóvenes y mujeres? ¿Cómo 
integramos la contribución de los hombres y 
las mujeres consagrados? ¿Qué espacio hay 

para (escuchar) la voz de las minorías, los 
descartados y los excluidos? ¿Identificamos 
prejuicios y estereotipos que dificultan nues-
tra habilidad de escuchar? ¿Cómo escucha-
mos el contexto social y cultural en el que 
vivimos?" 

Sin embargo, la pregunta básica y fun-
damental que guía todo el proceso es: 
"¿Cómo este 'caminar juntos', que tiene 
lugar hoy en diferentes niveles — desde el 
nivel local al universal — permite a la Igle-
sia proclamar el Evangelio de acuerdo con 
la misión que le ha sido encomendada?; y 
¿qué pasos nos invita a dar el Espíritu para 
crecer como Iglesia sinodal?" está escrito en 
el documento. 

En la conferencia de prensa del 7 de 
septiembre, el cardenal Mario Grech, sec-
retario general del Sínodo de Obispos, y 
otros explicaron los principales objetivos y 
características de un proceso sinodal, que es 
"un proceso espiritual" que requiere escu-
char al Espíritu Santo, así como escucharse 
el uno al otro. 

"El sínodo tendrá éxito o fracasará en la 
medida en que confiemos en el Espíritu 
Santo", expresó el cardenal. 

El cardenal exhortó a reporteros ofrecer 
una "comunicación correcta" de lo que trata 
el sínodo y la sinodalidad, incluyendo no 
pintarlo como "un parlamento" o como ban-
dos diferentes que compiten entre sí, "en los 
que el que tiene más fuerza influye o sub-
yuga al otro". 

Cuando se le preguntó sobre la posibili-
dad de permitir que las mujeres voten en un 
Sínodo de Obispos, el cardenal Grech dijo 
que se sentía preocupado por tanto enfoque 
en "el voto", y dijo que "no es el voto lo que 
importa". 

Lo que importa es el proceso más 
global, que involucra a todo el pueblo de 

Dios uniéndose para encontrar un terreno 
común, lo cual no es fácil, señaló. "En-
tonces, tal vez tengamos que insistir más en 
cómo podemos dialogar, conversar, discer-
nir juntos, para posiblemente llegar a esta 
armonía", encontrar consenso y no depender 
tanto de los votos emitidos durante la última 
fase de un sínodo. 

La hermana misionera Xaviere Nathalie 
Becquart, una de las dos subsecretarias del 
Sínodo de los Obispos, será la primera 
mujer con derecho a voto en una reunión del 
Sínodo de los Obispos. En marzo, cuando 
fue nombrada, el cardenal Grech dijo que 
permitirle votar en un sínodo era "un hito 
importante" y algo que no debería limitarse 
solo a esta institución o solo a los derechos 
de voto. 

Myriam Wijlens, abogada canónica y 
consultora del Sínodo de los Obispos, dijo a 
los periodistas que las mujeres deben "pre-
sentarse" y hablar "con valentía" durante 
esta fase de consulta. También será impor-
tante escuchar lo que dicen las mujeres de 
culturas no occidentales, agregó. 

El manual dice que a pesar de que se les 
pedirá a las diócesis que pasen seis meses 
realizando extensas actividades de divulga-
ción y consultas con tantas personas como 
sea posible, el proceso sinodal "no es un 
ejercicio mecánico de recopilación de datos 
o una serie de reuniones y debates". 

"La escucha sinodal está orientada al 
discernimiento", en que las personas se es-
cuchan unas a otras, a su tradición de fe, y a 
"los signos de los tiempos para discernir lo 
que Dios nos está diciendo a todos", decía. 

La participación generalizada es una 
parte importante del proceso diocesano, dice 
el documento, sin que nadie sea excluido. 
"Debemos llegar personalmente a las perife-
rias, a los que han abandonado la Iglesia, a 

los que raramente o nunca practican su fe, a 
los que experimentan pobreza o margin-
ación, refugiados, excluidos, sin voz, etc." 

Esto requerirá creatividad, especial-
mente en partes del mundo donde las re-
stricciones destinadas a frenar la 
propagación del COVID-19 aún están vi-
gentes, agregó. 

Toda la retroalimentación que se genere 
a lo largo del proceso de escuchar debe re-
unirse en una "síntesis" después de cada re-
unión, seguida de una "síntesis" que se 
redactará para cada diócesis y, en última in-
stancia, para cada conferencia episcopal. 

Las conferencias episcopales y los síno-
dos de las iglesias orientales proporcionarán 
una síntesis de todos los comentarios locales 
al Sínodo de los Obispos, y todo ese mate-
rial será la base para la redacción de dos 
documentos de trabajo. Los obispos y audi-
tores se reunirán con el papa Francisco en la 
asamblea del Sínodo de los Obispos en 
Roma en octubre de 2023 para hablar y es-
cucharse unos a otros sobre la base del 
proceso que comenzó a nivel local. 

El manual dice que la síntesis "no solo 
informa tendencias comunes y puntos de 
convergencia, sino que también destaca 
aquellos puntos que tocan la fibra sensible, 
inspiran un punto de vista original o abren 
un nuevo horizonte. La síntesis debe prestar 
especial atención a las voces de aquellos 
que no suelen ser escuchados e integran lo 
que podríamos llamar el 'informe de mino-
rías'". 

Los obispos tienen un papel importante 
a lo largo del proceso sinodal como "pas-
tores, maestros y sacerdotes de la reverencia 
sagrada", dice el manual. "Su carisma de 
discernimiento los llama a ser auténticos 
guardianes, intérpretes y testigos de la fe de 
la Iglesia".
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bishops and those helping facilitate the syn-
odal process locally on how they can best 
listen to and consult with Catholics and the 
wider community, particularly those on the 
margins of society, as well as Christians and 
non-Christians. 

The materials were released Sept. 7 at a 
news conference at the Vatican and online in 
English and Spanish at the synod's official 
website: synod.va/en.html and 
synod.va/es.html. 

Pope Francis is scheduled to formally 
open the synod process at the Vatican Oct. 9-
10, and the bishop of every diocese should 
open the process in his diocese Oct. 17. The 
diocesan phase runs until April. 

The materials present a number of ques-
tions to help prompt reflection, input and 
ideas from as many people as possible. 

The questions fall under 10 general 
themes, and people can address what is most 
pertinent to their situation and "share with 
honesty and openness about their real-life 
experiences, and to reflect together on what 
the Holy Spirit might be revealing through 
what they share with one another," the doc-
ument said. 

Some suggested questions include: "To 
whom does our particular church 'need to 
listen to'" and "how are the laity, especially 
young people and women, listened to? How 
do we integrate the contribution of con-
secrated men and women? What space is 
there for the voice of minorities, the dis-
carded, and the excluded? Do we identify 

prejudices and stereotypes that hinder our lis-
tening? How do we listen to the social and 
cultural context in which we live?" 

However, the basic and most fundamen-
tal question guiding the whole process is: 
"How does this 'journeying together,' which 
takes place today on different levels — from 
the local level to the universal one — allow 
the church to proclaim the Gospel in accor-
dance with the mission entrusted to her; and 
what steps does the Spirit invite us to take in 
order to grow as a synodal church?" the doc-
ument said. 

Speaking at the Sept. 7 news conference, 
Cardinal Mario Grech, secretary-general of 
the Synod of Bishops, and others explained 
the main objectives and characteristics of a 
synodal process, which is "a spiritual pro-
cess" that requires listening to the Holy Spirit 
as well as to each other. 

"The synod will succeed or fail to the 
extent to which we rely on the Holy Spirit," 
the cardinal said. 

The cardinal urged reporters to offer 
"correct communication" of what the synod 
and synodality are about, including not paint-
ing it as "a parliament" or as different sides 
playing against each other "in which the one 
who has more strength influences or subju-
gates the other." 

When asked about the possibility of al-
lowing women to vote in a Synod of 
Bishops, Cardinal Grech said he felt troubled 
by so much focus being on "the vote," saying 
"it is not the vote that matters." 

What matters is the larger process that 
involves the entire people of God coming to-
gether to find common ground, which is not 
easy, he said. "So perhaps we have to insist 

more on how we can dialogue, converse, dis-
cern together in order to possibly reach this 
harmony," find consensus and not depend so 
much on the votes cast during the later phase 
of a synod. 

Xaviere Missionary Sister Nathalie Bec-
quart, one of two undersecretaries to the 
Synod of Bishops, will be the first woman 
with a right to vote at a meeting of the Synod 
of Bishops. In March, when she was ap-
pointed, Cardinal Grech said permitting her 
to vote in a synod was "a major milestone" 
and was something that should not be limited 
to just this one institution or just to voting 
rights. 

Myriam Wijlens, a canon lawyer and 
Synod of Bishops consultor, told reporters 
that women need to "present themselves" 
and speak up "courageously" during this 
consultation phase. It will also be important 
to listen to what women from non-Western 
cultures are saying, she added. 

The handbook said even though dio-
ceses will be asked to spend six months 
doing extensive outreach and consultation 
with as many people as possible, the synodal 
process "is not a mechanical data-gathering 
exercise or a series of meetings and 
debates."  

"Synodal listening is oriented toward 
discernment," in which people listen to each 
other, to their faith tradition and to "the signs 
of the times in order to discern what God is 
saying to all of us," it said. 

Widespread participation is an important 
part of the diocesan process, the document 
said, with no one being excluded. "We must 
personally reach out to the peripheries, to 
those who have left the church, those who 

rarely or never practice their faith, those who 
experience poverty or marginalization, refu-
gees, the excluded, the voiceless, etc." 

This will require creativity, especially in 
parts of the world where restrictions aimed at 
curbing the spread of COVID-19 are still in 
place, it added. 

All the feedback that is generated 
throughout the listening process should be 
gathered into a "synthesis" after each gath-
ering, followed by a "synthesis" to be written 
for each diocese and ultimately for each 
bishops' conference. 

Bishops' conferences and the synods of 
the Eastern Churches will provide a synthe-
sis of all the local feedback to the Synod of 
Bishops, and all of that material will be the 
basis for the writing of two working doc-
uments. Bishops and auditors will then 
gather with Pope Francis at the assembly of 
the Synod of Bishops in Rome in October 
2023 to speak and listen to one another on 
the basis of the process that began at the 
local level. 

The handbook said the synthesis "does 
not only report common trends and points of 
convergence, but also highlights those points 
that strike a chord, inspire an original point 
of view, or open a new horizon. The synthe-
sis should pay special attention to the voices 
of those who are not often heard and inte-
grate what we could call the 'minority 
report,'" it said. 

Bishops have an important role through-
out the synodal process as "pastors, teachers 
and priests of sacred worship," the handbook 
said. "Their charism of discernment calls 
them to be authentic guardians, interpreters, 
and witnesses to the faith of the church."

GUIDANCE 
 
Continued from Page 2



By Ed Condon 
Catholic News Agency 
 
Note: The following backgrounder on synodality 
was first published on catholicnewsagency.com Oct. 
25, 2018. 
 

As the 2018 synod of bishops considers a draft text 
of the meeting's final document, discussion has turned 
to the nature of the synod itself. 

According to early reports, the third section of the 
final document focuses on the concept of "synodality." 
What is "synodality?" 

The term is often used to describe the process of 
fraternal collaboration and discernment that bodies like 
the synod were created to express. But some critics 
have suggested that the term is vaguely defined, and 
could be used in a move toward a more democratic or 
parliamentary way of governing the church and teach-
ing doctrine. 

Dr. Jessica Murdoch, associate professor of funda-
mental and dogmatic theology at Villanova University, 
told CNA that while the modern Synod of Bishops was 
established by Pope St. Paul VI in 1965, the practical 
reality of synodality is "nothing new." 

"What the synod is, practically speaking, is an ad-
visory panel. It is a body which gives the pope a way of 
discussing the issues of the day and receiving feedback 
and advice from the episcopacy. St. Paul VI may have 
given it its current shape, but the reality is that popes 
have always done this, consulting with their bishops on 
different matters, in one form or another." 

Murdoch said that synodality is a rich concept with 
a long history in the church. "Synodality as a concept 
really just means collegiality. It is the way in which the 
different parts of the church come together as the mys-
tical Body of Christ," she said. 

While this may seem a simple enough idea, Mur-
doch warned that it was prone to misinterpretation. 

“The risk is that in coming together we get a flat-
tening of the church, with every member of the body 
acting like it is the same," Murdoch told CNA. 

"There is an immense richness in the diversity of 
charisms in the church, and each part has its own 
proper role. But when everyone is trying to do every-
one else's job, not only do we lose that richness the 
body cannot function properly." 

In March 2018, the Congregation for the Doctrine 
of the Faith's International Theological Commission 
published a document entitled "Synodality in the life 
and mission of the church." 

The document noted that in the history of the 
church, synods and councils were nearly interchange-
able terms for formal ecclesiastical assemblies. It said 
that the more modern view of a synod as something 
distinct from a council does not go back even as far 
Vatican Council II, and that its development had been 
accompanied by the neologism of "synodality." 

Speaking of the church as "synodal" by its nature is 
something novel, the commission said, and requires 
"careful theological clarification." 

The principle of synodality is defined specifically 
as "the action of the Spirit in the communion of the 
Body of Christ and in the missionary journey of the 
People of God," the document added. 

  
Sensus fidei 

The sensus fidei is another concept often invoked to 
advance a more collaborative approach to forming or 
articulating church teaching. Like synodality, the sense 
of the faithful is prone to misunderstanding and misin-
terpretation. 

Dominican Father Thomas Petri, a moral theo-
logian and the Vice President and Academic Dean Pon-
tifical Faculty of the Immaculate Conception at the 
Dominican House of Studies in Washington, D.C., 
talked to CNA about those concepts. 

Petri told CNA that, like synodality, the sensus fidei 

was an expression of proper communion among the 
members of the Church. 

Some have suggested that the sensus fidei can be 
understood as empowering the faithful, either individ-
ually or as a body, to exercise a kind of authority sep-
arate from the hierarchy, or over the church's tradition. 
This kind of authority could, it has been argued, serve 
as a counterweight to the hierarchy. 

Not so, said Petri. 
"Some commenters seem to reduce the sensus fidei 

to the mere expression of any individual or group's 
'personal experience.' This is an impoverishment of 
what the sensus fidei actually is and runs the risk, in 
my view, of exalting human experience to be a font of 
revelation co-equal with scripture and tradition," he 
said. 

  
Order of authority 

Murdoch also cautioned against interpretations 
which negate the importance of the church's order of 
authority. 

The church teaches that is divinely founded, and its 
essential structure — the faithful, led by the priests, 
governed by the bishops under the pope — is divinely 
ordered. Other structures, like parish councils, national 
bishops' conferences, or the Synod of Bishops, are con-
sidered to be helpful, but are not considered to be a part 
of the church's divinely ordered hierarchical constitu-
tion. 

While the synod was and is intended to 
foster communion among the bishops them-
selves, and with the pope, Murdoch told CNA 
that it was important to remember that it is a 
distinctly human — not divine — institution. 

"Good ecclesiology preserves the distinc-
tions in the hierarchy and in the church as a 
body," Murdoch said. "Ultimately, the bishops 
are under the authority of the pope and the 
church is under the authority of God." 

"A wrong understanding of synodality 
flattens the divinely instituted hierarchical 
order into a majoritarian mass. The collective 
wisdom and perspective of the bishops, and of 
others in the church, can certainly be an impor-
tant tool, but it has definite limits," she added. 

No measure of synodal discussion, debate, 
or voting can replace the true sources of au-
thority in the church. Those sources, Murdoch 
said, are divine revelation and the unbroken 
magisterium handed down by the church to-
gether with, and guarded by, the authority of 
the pope. 

When they depart from these, Murdoch 
said, synods can and have erred. 

"There have been a number of 'synodal' at-
tempts to replace or relativize these true 
sources of authority in the Church," Murdoch 
told CNA. 

"Perhaps the most egregious example of 
this was in the eighteenth century, when the 
synod of Pistoia gathered to reform the Tuscan 
church, without the authority of the pope. 
While the attendees saw themselves as re-
formers, they ended up proposing a number of 
heretical Jansenist measures." 

The Pistoian synod was, Murdoch ex-
plained, a clear historical warning about what 
can happen when bishops wrongly apply the 
concept of synodality and overstep their true 
authority. 

"A wrong approach to synodality, one 
which gives it too much authority, can be dev-
astating to the body of the church. The experi-
ence of the Eastern Catholic Churches, where 
synodality is a much more formalized part of 
the ecclesiological structure, has its own par-
ticular history and value," Murdoch said. 

"At the same time, the universal church 

needs to consider carefully the lessons of the Anglican 
Communion and the Orthodox Churches, both of which 
are grave cautionary tales about where a wrong appli-
cation of the concept can lead." 

Petri agreed, telling CNA that those expecting the 
advancement of a more parliamentarian approach to 
teaching and authority were misunderstanding the 
church's nature.   

"While such a view of divine revelation may be 
compatible with certain forms of Protestantism, it is not 
compatible with Catholic doctrine." 

Petri also noted that the pope has warned against 
conflating intellectually or socially fashionable ideas 
with authentic developments in the church.   

"In Episcopalis communio, Pope Francis cautioned 
that the sensus fidei should not be confused with the 
changing currents of public opinion," Petri said. 

"An authentic expression is one that is in continuity 
with magisterial teaching, comes from a life formed by 
the Word of God in the heart of the church, and which 
seeks not only one's own salvation but the salvation of 
others for the edification of the church and the ad-
vancement of the Kingdom of God." 

- - - 
Ed Condon is a canon lawyer and worked as Cath-

olic News Agency’s Washington, D.C., editor until De-
cember 2020. Now Condon is a co-founder and editor 
of The Pillar.  
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headlines compared to, say, those of Catholic schools. 
Remember that for every Catholic young person in a 
Catholic school, two are enrolled in parish catechetical 
programs. 

Catechetical leaders often lack the resources and the 
infrastructure that could make their efforts yield better 
fruits. In fact, it is scandalous that in recent decades 
many dioceses and parishes have been dramatically re-
ducing, even eliminating, budgets for catechetical offices 
and programs. 

Catholic catechetical leaders largely run bare-bone 
operations. Nearly every catechetical program relies 
heavily on small armies of volunteers, mostly women, 
under the helm of one or two leaders. Lots of goodwill, 

for certain, but not enough resources and, sometimes, 
not enough support and appreciation. 

The pandemic has scared thousands of catechists 
away. Thousands more remain apprehensive about safety 
measures and sometimes about being overwhelmed as 
their numbers dwindle. 

Who can blame them? Many are older people; others 
take care of frail relatives at home; others are parents 
with children ineligible to receive the COVID-19 vac-
cine. Vulnerability among our catechists is real. 

The adverse effects of the pandemic upon our cate-
chetical programs, their quality and the overall evangel-
izing efforts in our church may be irreversible if we 
don't do something. We need catechesis to make the 
headlines, locally and nationally, during this time of pan-
demic. 

Usually in September and October, church bulletins 
call for new catechists — all volunteers. The call does 

not seem to be attracting the desired response these days. 
Where are the catechists? They are there, ready to re-
spond. However, they seem to want more than the usual. 

Catechists need training to share their faith with new 
technologies and using fresher pedagogies. With this 
training, they will feel more comfortable serving in our 
programs while safeguarding their health and that of 
their loved ones. They want quality resources and learn 
new ways of passing on the faith effectively. They de-
serve support and affirmation. 

We must invest amply in catechetical programs. Cat-
echists may hold the key to keeping the faith among mil-
lions of Catholics at this historical moment. This is not 
the time to limit resources. If anything, it is a time to 
double, even triple, our investment in catechesis. 

- - - 
Ospino is professor of theology and religious educa-

tion at Boston College.
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goat trying to lasso a leprechaun. 
Eighty years ago, some kid took that program home 

and put it in a special drawer so he could remember that 
special day with Dad or Grandpa. When he looks at it 
again, no matter how many years later, the memories 
will come flooding back. The weather that day. The 
score of the game. The sound of the crowd. The silliness 
of a goat lassoing a leprechaun. 

The more society goes cashless and now ticketless, 
the more we grow senseless. Not senseless as in lacking 
common sense, but senseless as in depriving our senses 

of the physical things and stuff that can contain so much 
meaning. 

When we store our photos, our money and our me-
mentos in the "cloud," we lose touch with an underap-
preciated aspect of our experience as embodied, material 
creatures. 

The sacramental life of the church offers us a theo-
logical vision for why matter matters. Things, stuff and 
bodies are all part of how we come to know reality. 

God became man, in the flesh, so that he could enter 
into the full reality of the human experience. The sacra-
ments provide physical signs like water, ash, oil, bread 
and wine to ground us in God's creation, while also lift-
ing us to the higher ground of communion with the Cre-
ator. 

A paper football ticket may not bestow sacramental 
grace, but it can embody a memory or a relationship that 
reveals a deeper meaning. It is a reminder that being 
human is more than a virtual experience. 

In fact, it's even more than a purely spiritual experi-
ence. The physical things we come into contact with are 
signs and reminders of the experiences that shape us and 
the people that love us. 

I hope my boys remember that sunny September af-
ternoon in South Bend with their dad. I think I'll print 
out the tickets just to make sure. 

- - - 
Robinson is director of communications and Catho-

lic media studies at the University of Notre Dame 
McGrath Institute for Church Life.
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progression," said Canada's Dr. Leonie Herx, as re-
ported by Catholic News Service. 

Herx summed up the grim finances of euthanasia: 
"Administering death is cheaper and easier than pro-
viding care, and it will quickly become the solution 
for any form of human suffering." Tenderness leads 
to the gas chamber. 

Countries that have legalized euthanasia, the doc-
tors said, inevitably broaden the conditions that qual-
ify, with the death lobby seeking permission for the 
mentally ill, handicapped and even children to opt for 
it. 

The doctors told the politicians that euthanasia or 
assisted suicide end up damaging palliative care and 
putting enormous burdens both on doctors and on 
those who feel pressured to end their lives. "I would 
call it elder abuse and disability abuse," said an Ore-
gon doctor. "It is substandard care and it discrim-
inates." 

"Once the door of assisted suicide/euthanasia 
opens, it will always open more," warned Timothy 
Devos, a Belgian doctor. 

Pope Francis recently asked two questions about 
abortion that apply equally to assisted suicide and eu-
thanasia: "Is it right to eliminate a human life to re-
solve a problem?" "Is it right to hire a hitman to 
resolve a problem?" 

The lethal tenderness of euthanasia turns doctors 
into assassins and human beings into burdens to be 
disposed of. 

The disability rights organization Not Dead Yet, 
which has fiercely opposed euthanasia and assisted 
suicide laws, sums up succinctly what the church ad-
vocates as well: "Regardless of our abilities or dis-
abilities, none of us should feel that we have to die to 
have dignity, that we have to die to be relieved of 
pain, or that we should die to stop burdening our fam-
ilies or society." 

- - - 
Erlandson, director and editor-in-chief of Catho-

lic News Service, can be reached at 
gerlandson@catholicnews.com.
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The people of the pro-life 

ministry in the  

Midland-Odessa Deanery 

are very grateful and wish 

to say thank you to: 

 

Father Rodney White and 

St. Stephen Parishioners 

 

Msgr. Larry Droll and  

St. Ann Parishioners 

 

Father Bernard Getigan 

and St. Mary Parishioners 

 

Father Joseph Ogbonna 

and Our Lady of Lourdes 

Parishioners 

 

They have helped to  

promote and support our 

local Pregnancy Resource 

Centers in Midland, 

Odessa, and Andrews. 

These parishes have  

partnered with  

The Life Center  

(www.thelifecentertx.org)  

in donating diapers, wipes, 

and formula, collected in 

playpens placed in the  

parishes.
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necessary. First, we must have the proper 
“receiver” … a cellphone, radio, com-
puter, or similar device. Secondly, the re-
ceiver has to be “turned on.” It does no 
good if it is turned off. Lastly, it must be 
finely “tuned” so that it is focused singu-
larly on one message and interference 
from competing transmissions are blocked 
out. We don’t think a whole lot about any 
of these three … they have become basic 
to our life at increasingly younger ages. 

While we have no problem accepting 
the fact that “man,” created by God, can 
send countless messages that require cer-
tain efforts to receive, people often balk at 
the idea that God himself speaks to us. 
Perhaps it is because the same three things 
are generally needed. 

We must have a “receiver” and there 
is none better than the Holy Spirit that 
dwells within us. Secondly, it must be 
“turned on,” which is to say we must ac-
tively become Christ to others. James 
(18:2) says it well: “Indeed someone may 
say, ‘You have faith and I have works.’ 
Demonstrate your faith to me without 

works, and I will demonstrate my faith to 
you from my works.” Thirdly, we must be 
“fine-tuned” so that we eliminate the in-
terferences which are so much a part of 
our worldly lives. I have found no better 
place to do that than in a church or Adora-
tion Chapel where I go each day to pray 
rosaries and sometimes … to listen. 

- - - 
Dr. James Sulliman, a graduate of 

Rutgers University and Florida State Uni-
versity, has 50 years’ experience in indi-
vidual, marriage, and family therapy. He 
is also the Abilene-area pro-life coordi-
nator for the Diocese of San Angelo.
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desire to look on the internet for those things that tempt us.   
This is the lesson Jesus gives us in the Garden of Gethse-

mane. Jesus is afraid of his coming suffering and death, and he 
asks God the Father to remove this cup from him. But Jesus 
concludes his prayer with his surrender to his Father's will, say-
ing, "Nevertheless, not my will but your will be done." In his ar-
rest, trial, and crucifixion, Jesus is the one who is not afraid and 
not angry. Jesus is the one who shows the virtues of courage and 
love. It is the Jewish leaders in the Sanhedrin and the Roman 
governing officials, especially the Procurator, Pontius Pilate, 
who are afraid of Jesus and are angry at him. 

We must also understand that when Jesus enters our heart to 
engage in this spiritual warfare against sin and Satan, he wants 
all our heart, not just part of it. We may be at the end or our rope 
in our battle against a particular sin within us, and we finally 
say, "Jesus, I can't conquer this; you must do it for me." And he 
will! But, if we find ourselves falling back into that sin, it may 
be because we have refused him the rest of our heart. Jesus is 
pleased with a little, but he is not satisfied with a little. He wants 
all of us, and he is determined to have all of us. In the Old Testa-
ment we read that the Hebrew people are not to worship other 
gods, because the Lord God of Israel is a jealous God.  And 
Jesus is a jealous God. He will not let us share ourselves with 
any other god — with any sin or vice to which we are addicted 
and which has become a god for us. Jesus is tireless. He will not 
rest until he has all our heart, until he has all of us. 

In that scene in the book of Revelation when Jesus knocks 

on the door of our heart asking us to open the door so he can 
come in and eat with us and we with him, Jesus has already un-
locked the door, and all we need to do is open it. The key with 
which he has unlocked the door is the cross. When he steps 
through the door and enters our heart, he brings the key with 
him. We will join him on the cross and pass with him through 
death to his Resurrection. This is what St. Paul writes about in 
Galatians 2:20: "I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer 
I who live, but Christ who lives in me; and the life I now live in 
the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave himself for me." When he enters and we eat with him, what 
we eat is his human nature perfectly united with his divine na-
ture, which is perfectly united with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit in the Holy Trinity. For in his human nature Jesus has de-
feated Satan and our sin and gives us his resurrected human self, 
a self free from sin, and a self that will be raised from the dead 
with him and enjoy the eternal life he meant for us from the be-
ginning of creation. As Catholics, when we come down the aisle 
at Mass and put out our hands or open our mouth to receive the 
Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity of Jesus in Holy Communion, 
we are opening the door of our heart, a door he has unlocked 
with the key of his cross. In the words of St. Augustine, at Mass 
Jesus says, "You will not change me into yourself like bodily 
food, but you will be changed into me" (Confessions, 
VII,10,18). 

- - - 
Father Knick Knickerbocker is a retired priest of the Dio-

cese of San Angelo, ordained under the Pastoral Provision 
which allows for the reception of married former Episcopalian 
priests into the Catholic Church. He and his wife, Sandie, write 
a monthly column for the West Texas Angelus.

KNICKERBOCKERS 
 
Continued from Page 8

On Sept. 19, Bishop Michael J. Sis celebrated a Mass at 6:00 pm on the grounds of St. Anthony Church in Odessa. The Mass was offered 
in commemoration of the Year of St. Joseph and to remember all our faithful departed that passed away in 2020 and 2021 due to COVID-19 
and other causes. Parishioners of St. Joseph and St. Anthony  brought pictures of their loved ones which were placed in front of the altar. 
Bishop Sis blessed the pictures. After the Mass, there was a balloon release symbolizing the release of the souls of the departed to Our 
Heavenly Father. A picnic was provided following the Mass.

COURTESY
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Discipleship: Invite, Form, Send / Discipulado: Invitar, Formar, Enviar 
Diocesan Conference Day: October 16, 2021

9:00 Welcome 
Bishop Michael J. Sis, Bishop Diocese of San 
Angelo 
Prayer 

9:15 Forming Missionary Disciples (presentación en 
inglés) 
Tom East, Speaker and Author 
“The Church which ‘goes forth’ is a community of 
missionary disciples who take the first step, who 
are involved and supportive, who bear fruit and re-
joice.” (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium #24) 

 
We are called to form people of all ages to become 
missionary disciples for our world today. To form 
disciples, we help them recall their encounters 
with Christ, we provide relationships that deepen 
their encounter, we form them in the practices of 
discipleship, and we send them in mission. As 
ministry leaders, we accompany disciples on this 
journey as they deepen their relationship with 
Christ and engage in mission and witness.  

10:15 Question & Answer Session 
Tom East 

10:30 Break 
10:40 Being a Faithful Disciple (presentación en inglés) 

Tom East 
As Jesus walked with his disciples on the Road to 
Emmaus, we can accompany youth and young 
adults in faith. As a faith companion, we can listen 
to their questions, witness to faith, lead them to 
encounter Jesus, and empower them for mission.  

11:40 Break 
11:45 Breakout Sessions (Round A) 

1.) Using Technology to Form Disciples (taller en 
inglés)   
Angel Barrera      
Discipleship is about deepening relationships, en-
countering Jesus, and living the Gospel. Given 
today’s challenges for forming disciples, digital 
technology and social media have proven to be ef-

fective tools in reaching a new generation. Learn 
to leverage these digital tools in your ministry 
with young people and their families.  
2.) Best Practices in Parish Faith Formation 
(taller en inglés) 
Sr. Maria Theresa Arzagon, OND, and Sr. Eliza-
beth Villegas, OND  
A showcase of Faith Formation in parishes in the 
midst of the pandemic. We will highlight 
strategies, teamwork, and commitment in sustain-
ing faith formation while involving parents, youth, 
catechists, and pastors by creative, flexible, and 
systemic implementation of the program.  
3.) Nutriendo tu fe: Pequenas comunidades de fe 
(workshop in Spanish)   
Manuel Hernandez   
Este taller se trata de compartir en comunidades 
pequeñas 
4.) My Soul Proclaims the Greatness of the Lord: 
Growing in Spirituality (taller en inglés)  
Anita Montez 
Mary teaches us many lessons for discipleship in 
our lives. Let us walk with her as we consider her 
Magnificat as a gift for growing in our own spiri-
tuality.  
5. Dando la Bienvenida a las Personas con Dis-
capacidades: Orientaciones para la Celebración 
de los Sacramentos, Parte 1 (workshop in Spa-
nish)  
Esther Garcia 
Los participantes aprenderán cómo utilizar eficaz-
mente estas orientaciones en diversos escenarios 
para ayudar a las personas con discapacidades a 
recibir los sacramentos y promover su participa-
tión significativa dentro de su comunidad de fe.  

12:45 Lunch 
1:15 Breakout Sessions (Round B) 

1.) Using Technology to Form Disciples (taller en 
inglés)   
Angel Barrera      

Discipleship is about deepening relationships, en-
countering Jesus, and living the Gospel. Given 
today’s challenges for forming disciples, digital 
technology and social media have proven to be ef-
fective tools in reaching a new generation. Learn 
to leverage these digital tools in your ministry 
with young people and their families 
2.) Best Practices in Parish Faith Formation 
(taller en inglés) 
Sr. Maria Theresa Arzagon, OND, and Sr. Eliza-
beth Villegas, OND  
A showcase of Faith Formation in parishes in the 
midst of the pandemic. We will highlight 
strategies, teamwork, and commitment in sustain-
ing faith formation while involving parents, youth, 
catechists, and pastors by creative, flexible, and 
systemic implementation of the program.  
3.) El anuncio de la palabra de Dios: La misión 
de la Iglesia (workshop in Spanish)   
Manuel Hernandez   
Este taller se trata del desafío de salir a evange-
lizer en nuestras vidas. 
4.) My Soul Proclaims the Greatness of the Lord: 
Growing in Spirituality (taller en inglés)  
Anita Montez 
Mary teaches us many lessons for discipleship in 
our lives. Let us walk with her as we consider her 
Magnificat as a gift for growing in our own spiri-
tuality.  
5. Dando la Bienvenida a las Personas con Dis-
capacidades: Orientaciones para la Celebración 
de los Sacramentos, Parte 2 (workshop in Spa-
nish)  
Esther Garcia 
Los participantes aprenderán cómo utilizar eficaz-
mente estas orientaciones en diversos escenarios 
para ayudar a las personas con discapacidades a 
recibir los sacramentos y promover su participa-
tión significativa dentro de su comunidad de fe.  

2:15 Closing & Prayer 
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