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Bishop Sis joins Pope Francis in consecrating Russia and Ukraine
By Gloria Johns 

 
On March 16, an announcement from 

the office of the Diocese of San Angelo’s 
Bishop Michael Sis was made regarding 
the news that Pope Francis would con-
secrate Russia and Ukraine to the Immac-
ulate Heart of Mary at St. Peter’s Basilica 
on March 25. Because of the ongoing war 
between Ukraine and Russia, all Catholics 
around the world were asked to join in to 
pray for peace. Bishop Sis announced that 
he too would be performing an Act of 
Consecration to the Blessed Mother at this 
same time at Sacred Heart Cathedral in 
San Angelo.  

The call to prayer was heard by Catho-
lics and all those in the Spirit around the 

world. The San Angelo Catholic com-
munity responded in large numbers to at-
tend the Mass and pray the Act of 
Consecration with Bishop Sis on that Fri-
day.  

In preparation for the Act of Consecra-
tion, Bishop Sis recommended praying a 
novena from March 17 through 25, in sol-
idarity with the people of Ukraine, who 
are suffering such tragic violence. 

As the day coincided with the Solem-
nity of the Annunciation of the Blessed 
Mother, Bishop Sis used the model of 
Mary’s obedience to God to remind us 
how to pray and how to ask God for our 
wants.  

“When we ask for things, we must al-
ways open ourselves to the will of God.” 

Bishop Sis reminded us of Mary’s words 
after the angel declared to her that she was 
to be the mother of Our Lord: “Behold, I 
am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to 
me according to your word” (Lk 1:26-38). 

“Even Jesus in his passion asked that 
the cup of suffering pass from him, yet not 
his will but the will of the heavenly Father 
be done,” said Bishop Sis.  

After the final blessing and hymn of 
the Mass, Bishop Sis, along with the con-
celebrants and servers, kneeled before the 
altar and recited the Act of Consecration 
along with the congregation in the words 
Pope Francis had instructed. It was recited 
in English and Spanish and is printed here 
for those who were unable to make the 
service on March 25. 

ACT OF CONSECRATION TO THE  

IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY 
 
 O Mary, Mother of God and our 

Mother, in this time of trial we turn to you.  
As our Mother, you love us and know us: 
no concern of our hearts is hidden from 
you.  Mother of mercy, how often we have 
experienced your watchful care and your 
peaceful presence!  You never cease to 
guide us to Jesus, the Prince of Peace. 

Yet we have strayed from that path of 
peace.  We have forgotten the lesson 
learned from the tragedies of the last cen-
tury, the sacrifice of the millions who fell 
in two world wars.  We have disregarded  

 
See CONSECRATION, Page 7 
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After taking cover in an air-raid shelter in Kyiv, Uk-
rainian Catholic Archbishop Sviatoslav Shevchuk said, 
“We survived yet another horrible night. But after night, 
there comes day, there is morning. After darkness, there 
comes light, just as after death there comes resurrection.”  
He continued, “The church is with its people! The church 
of Christ brings the Eucharistic Savior to those who are 
experiencing critical moments in their life, who need the 
strength and hope of the resurrection” (Catholic News 
Agency, Feb. 27, 2022). This is a truth that applies to all 
of us, no matter where we live. 

Ukraine is one of the most Christian countries in Eu-
rope. The Ukrainian people have shown remarkable cou-
rage and perseverance in the face of unimaginable 
military assault. They have inspired the world as they 
seek to defend their homeland. It is obvious that they must 
be drawing from a very deep well of inner strength. 

When a human being is in the middle of serious strug-
gles, it can be hard to imagine how relief will ever come.  
However, when we Christians are living through our own 
personal version of Good Friday, the truth of the victory 
of Easter Sunday gives us hope. When we suffer hardship, 
we are empowered by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

Scripture reveals to us that God has the power to 
bring new life to what was dead. Through the prophet 
Ezekiel, God says, “I will open your graves and have you 
rise from them. … I will put my spirit in you that you may 
live” (Ez 37:12, 14). St. Paul writes in his letter to the 
persecuted church community in Rome, “If the Spirit of 
him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 
raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your 
mortal bodies also through his Spirit which dwells in you” 
(Rom 8:11). 

We Christians know that death does not have the last 
word. In his ministry here on earth, Jesus showed his 
power by bringing some people back to new life after they 
had died. He resuscitated his friend Lazarus, as well as 
Jairus’ daughter and the young man of Nain. Jesus Christ 
is stronger than death. 

On Good Friday, when Jesus was going through ar-
rest, public humiliation, scourging, and crucifixion, it was 
too much for some of his followers to handle. Most of 
them abandoned him. When the few remaining disciples 
laid him in the tomb, it must have felt as though all hope 
was lost, but the power of God would burst forth victori-
ous on Easter morning. Good Friday is not the end of the 
story. As Archbishop Shevchuk said in the quote above, 
“After night, there comes day, there is morning. After 
darkness, there comes light, just as after death there 
comes resurrection.”   

You who are reading this article might not be dealing 
with the sort of widespread death and destruction that has 
been happening in Ukraine. However, there might be 
some areas of necrosis in your life that need some atten-
tion and treatment. The same power of God that brought 

Jesus to new life on Easter morning is your reason for 
hope in what he can do for the dead parts in your life. 
Think about it — what are the dead or dying parts in you 
these days? 

Maybe it is your intellectual life that has gone dor-
mant due to lack of reading or study. Perhaps your faith 
has begun to atrophy due to lack of attention. For some, 
it might be a relationship that is stuck in a rut and needs 
to be rejuvenated. For others, the flame of compassion or 
joy needs to be revived. Perhaps your heart has grown 
cold. Maybe you are bound by chains of addiction, sin, 
or fear. Jesus has the power to liberate us and revive us. 
He can raise us up from the tomb where we have been 
dwelling, if we are receptive to his power to give us new 
life. 

As we celebrate the Easter season, it is not enough 
for us just to look back on the past historical event of the 
resurrection of Christ. It is not enough for us just to 
speculate about our own future resurrection in the next 
life. We need to live right now in the new life of the 
Risen Christ. We need to live as people of the resurrec-
tion, allowing God to transform our real human experi-
ence into moments of his grace. 

Being a Christian is not just a matter of gritting our 
teeth and enduring the pain of this life until it is over. It 
is not just a matter of outlasting our hardships until they 
pass. It is also about letting God transform our experi-
ences here and now into occasions of his glory. It is 
about inviting God into our present moment and letting 
him love us there. 

For example, in your pain and brokenness, you can 
become a more compassionate person. You can let your 
fear become an occasion to grow into a deeper trust in 
God. In your family relationships, God can give you the 
hope to work through misunderstandings, forgive mis-
takes, and find a new level of joy together. If you have 
lost a job, you can regroup, retool, network, and start 
over with something new. If you have lost a loved one, 
God can help you find joy again. 

There is a beautiful contemporary Christian song 
called “Rise Up”, by the group Cain. It captures the 
spirit of allowing Christ’s power to bring light where 
there was darkness, hope where there was despair, and 
new life where there was death. Here are some of my fa-

vorite lyrics from that song: 
“In the dark and all alone, growing comfortable, are 

you too scared to move and walk out of this tomb? Buried 
underneath, the lies that you believed, safe and sound, 
stuck in the ground, too lost to be found. 

“You're just asleep and it's time to leave. Come on and 
rise up, take a breath, you're alive now. Can't you hear the 
voice of Jesus calling us out from the grave like Lazarus? 
The old is gone. You're brand new. The power of death 
couldn't hold you. 

“Now the door is open wide, and the stone’s been 
rolled aside. He's calling us to walk out of the dark. He's 
giving us new resurrected hearts. Can't you hear the voice 
of Jesus calling us out from the grave like Lazarus?” 

From the Bishop’s Desk

After darkness there comes light
Bishop  

Michael J. Sis 
 

Diocese of   
San Angelo

Prayer for  
peace in Ukraine

The Prayer Square

God of infinite mercy and goodness, with grateful 
hearts we pray to you today for peace. 
 
You offer us your peace continually and constantly  
remind us that peacemakers are blessed, “for they 
shall be called children of God.” 
 
May your voice resound in the hearts of all, as you call 
us to follow the path of reconciliation and peace, and 
to be merciful as you are merciful. 
 
We pray to you for the Ukrainian people, who are ex-
periencing war and death. Give the gift of wisdom to 
all the government leaders involved in this crisis, to 
build together a world of justice, and to break down 
walls of hostility. 
 
May you continue to inspire all of us to oneness of 
heart and mind, and to respect the dignity of every 
human being, made in your divine image and likeness. 
 
Grant eternal rest to the dead and quick recovery to 
the wounded, we pray through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen. 
 
 
Bishop Michael Sis asked the priests of the diocese to 
pray this prayer at Masses in the Diocese of San 
Angelo the weekend of March 12–13 after Texas Gov-
ernor Greg Abbott proclaimed March 13 a Day of 
Prayer for Ukraine.

Pope consecrates Ukraine, Russia to Mary
By Junno Arocho Esteves  
Catholic News Service 
 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — As Rus-
sia's violent monthlong invasion continued 
to devastate Ukraine, Pope Francis laid the 
fates of both countries at the feet of Mary 
in the hopes that peace would finally 
reign. 

"Mother of God and our mother, to 
your Immaculate Heart we solemnly en-
trust and consecrate ourselves, the church 
and all humanity, especially Russia and 
Ukraine," the pope said March 25, pro-
nouncing the Act of Consecration after 
leading a Lenten penance service in St. 
Peter's Basilica. 

Praying before a statue of Mary that 
was loaned by the Shrine of Our Lady of 
Fatima at San Vittoriano on the outskirts 
of Rome, the pope pleaded with Mary to 
"accept this act that we carry out with con-
fidence and love. Grant that war may end, 
and peace spread throughout the world." 

Sitting in front of the statue, which 
was placed before the steps of the main 
altar on a red platform and adorned with 
white roses, the pope proclaimed the act of 
consecration. During the prayer, the pope 
paused at several moments to gaze at the 
statue of Mary before continuing to recite 
the prayer. 

"To you we consecrate the future of 
the whole human family, the needs and ex-
pectations of every people, the anxieties 
and hopes of the world," he prayed. 

After the consecration, the pope, ac-
companied by a young boy and girl, 
placed a bouquet of white roses at the feet 

of the statue. He then remained for a few 
moments, with eyes closed and head 
bowed in silent prayer, before stepping 
away. 

According to the Vatican, an estimated 
3,500 people filled St. Peter's Basilica, 
while 2,000 people watched on video 
screens from St. Peter's Square. Police 
asked pilgrims who entered St. Peter's Ba-
silica carrying or wearing Ukrainian flags 
to put them away, since the event was a 
prayer service. 

Among those present at the liturgy 
were Andrii Yurash, Ukraine's ambassador 
to the Holy See. The consecration, he 
tweeted March 25, is "another attempt (by 
the pope) to defend Ukraine from the 
devil's war," referring to Russia's attacks 
on the country. 

Joe Donnelly, who soon will present 
his credentials to the pope as the U.S. am-
bassador to the Holy See, also attended the 
service. 

The Vatican announced March 18 that 
Pope Francis also asked bishops around 
the world to join him in consecrating Uk-
raine and Russia to the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary. 

Cardinal Konrad Krajewski, the papal 
almoner, led a similar act of consecration 
at the Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima in 
Portugal. 

Bishops from around the world had 
announced special services to coincide 
with the timing of the consecration in 
Rome, even in the early hours of the morn-
ing. 

At the Dulce Nombre de Maria Cathe-
dral-Basilica in Hagatña, Guam, Arch-

bishop Michael Byrnes led the faithful in 
praying the rosary before reciting the Act 
of Consecration at 2 a.m. local time March 
26. 

Archbishop Georg Gänswein, private 
secretary of retired Pope Benedict XVI, 
had told reporters that the former pope 
would join in the consecration from his 
residence. 

In a video released before the liturgy, 
Archbishop Sviatoslav Shevchuk of Kyiv-

Halych, major archbishop of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, said he would join in the 
consecration "because today we need very 
much the victory of good." 

The consecration, Archbishop Shev-
chuk said, "means that it is never possible 
to make a deal, to cooperate with this evil 
that emerges from Russia today." 

"And that is why we must pray for its  
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Pope Francis greets children after a Lenten prayer service at which he consecrated the world 
and, in particular, Ukraine and Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary in St. Peter's Basilica 
at the Vatican March 25, 2022. 



Después de refugiarse en un refugio anti-aéreo en Kiev, 
el arzobispo católico ucraniano Sviatoslav Shevchuk dijo: 
“Sobrevivimos otra noche horrible. Pero después de la 
noche, llega el día, llega la mañana. Después de la oscuri-
dad, viene la luz, así como después de la muerte viene la 
resurrección.” Continuó: “¡La iglesia está con su pueblo! La 
iglesia de Cristo lleva al Salvador Eucarístico a quienes 
están pasando por momentos críticos en su vida, que necesi-
tan la fuerza y la esperanza de la resurrección” (Agencia 
Católica de Noticias, 27 de febrero de 2022). Esta es una 
verdad que se aplica a todos nosotros, sin importar dónde 
vivamos. 

Ucrania es uno de los países más cristianos de Europa. 
El pueblo ucraniano ha demostrado un valor y una persever-
ancia notables frente a un ataque militar inimaginable. Han 
inspirado al mundo mientras buscan defender su patria. Es 
obvio que deben estar extrayendo de un pozo muy profundo 
de fuerza interior. 

Cuando un ser humano está en medio de serias luchas, 
puede ser difícil imaginar cómo llegará el alivio. Sin em-
bargo, cuando nosotros como cristianos estamos viviendo 
nuestra propia versión personal del Viernes Santo, la verdad 
de la victoria del Domingo de Pascua nos da esperanza. 
Cuando sufrimos dificultades, somos empoderados por la 
resurrección de Jesucristo. 

Las Escrituras nos revelan que Dios tiene el poder de 
traer nueva vida a lo que estaba muerto. A través del profeta 
Ezequiel, Dios dice: “Voy a abrir las tumbas de ustedes, 
haré que se levanten de sus tumbas…Pondré en ustedes mi 
Espíritu y vivirán” (Ez 37:12, 14). San Pablo escribe en su 
carta a la comunidad de la iglesia perseguida en Roma: “Y 
si el Espíritu de Aquel que resucitó a Cristo de entre los 
muertos está en ustedes, el mismo que resucitó a Jesús de 
entre los muertos dará también vida a sus cuerpos mortales 
por medio de su Espíritu, que habita en ustedes” (Rom 
8:11). 

Nosotros cristianos sabemos que la muerte no tiene la 
última palabra. En su ministerio aquí en la tierra, Jesús mos-
tró su poder al traer de vuelta a algunas personas a una 
nueva vida después de haber muerto. Resucitó a su amigo 
Lázaro, así como a la hija de Jairo y al joven de Naín. Jesu-
cristo es más fuerte que la muerte. 

El Viernes Santo, cuando Jesús estaba pasando por el 
arresto, la humillación pública, la flagelación, y la crucifix-
ión, fue demasiado para algunos de sus seguidores. La may-
oría de ellos lo abandonaron. Cuando los pocos discípulos 
que quedaban lo depositaron en la tumba, debió sentirse 
como si se hubiera perdido toda esperanza, pero el poder de 
Dios saldría victorioso en la mañana de Pascua. El Viernes 
Santo no es el final de la historia. Como dijo el arzobispo 
Shevchuk en la cita anterior: “Después de la noche, llega el 
día, llega la mañana. Después de la oscuridad viene la luz, 
así como después de la muerte viene la resurrección.” 

Es posible que usted, que está leyendo este artículo, no 
esté lidiando con el tipo de muerte y destrucción generali-
zada que ha estado ocurriendo en Ucrania. Sin embargo, 
puede haber algunas áreas de necrosis en su vida que nece-
sitan atención y tratamiento. El mismo poder de Dios que 

trajo a Jesús a una nueva vida en la mañana de Pascua es su 
motivo de esperanza en lo que Él puede hacer por las partes 
muertas de su vida. Piénselo: ¿cuáles son las partes muertas 
o moribundas en usted en estos días? 

Tal vez sea su vida intelectual la que se ha adormecido 
por falta de lectura o estudio. Quizás su fe ha comenzado a 
atrofiarse por falta de atención. Para algunos, podría ser 
una relación que está estancada y necesita ser rejuvene-
cida. Para otros, la llama de la compasión o la alegría 
necesita ser reavivada. Quizás su corazón se ha enfriado. 
Tal vez esté atado por cadenas de adicción, pecado, o 
miedo. Jesús tiene el poder de liberarnos y revivirnos. Él 
puede levantarnos de la tumba donde hemos estado viv-
iendo, si somos receptivos a su poder para darnos nueva 
vida. 

Mientras celebramos la temporada de Pascua, no es 
suficiente para nosotros mirar hacia atrás al evento histó-
rico pasado de la resurrección de Cristo. No es suficiente 
que especulemos acerca de nuestra futura resurrección en 
la próxima vida. Necesitamos vivir ahora mismo en la 
vida nueva de Cristo Resucitado. Necesitamos vivir como 
personas de la resurrección, dejando que Dios transforme 
nuestra experiencia humana real en momentos de su gra-
cia. 

Ser cristiano no es solo cuestión de apretar los dientes 
y soportar el dolor de esta vida hasta que termine. No se 
trata solo de sobrevivir a nuestras dificultades hasta que 
pasen. Se trata también de dejar que Dios transforme nues-
tras experiencias aquí y ahora en ocasiones de su gloria. 
Se trata de invitar a Dios a nuestro momento presente y 
dejar que Él nos ame allí. 

Por ejemplo, en su dolor y quebrantamiento, usted 
puede convertirse en una persona más compasiva. Puede 
dejar que su miedo se convierta en una ocasión para crecer 
en una confianza más profunda en Dios. En sus relaciones 
familiares, Dios puede darle la esperanza de resolver ma-
lentendidos, perdonar errores, y encontrar un nuevo nivel 
de alegría juntos. Si ha perdido un trabajo, puede reagru-
parse, reorganizarse, conectarse en red, y comenzar de 
nuevo con algo nuevo. Si ha perdido a un ser querido, 
Dios puede ayudarlo a encontrar la alegría nuevamente. 

Hay una hermosa canción cristiana contemporánea 
llamada “Rise Up”, del grupo Cain. Captura el espíritu de 
permitir que el poder de Cristo traiga luz donde había os-
curidad, esperanza donde había desesperación, y nueva 
vida donde había muerte. Estas son algunas de mis letras 
favoritas de esa canción: 

“En la oscuridad y completamente solo, cada vez más 
cómodo, ¿estás demasiado asustado para moverte y salir de 
esta tumba? Enterradas debajo, las mentiras en las que 
creías, sanas y salvas, atrapadas en el suelo, demasiado per-
didas para ser encontradas. 

“Solo estás dormido y es hora de irte. Vamos y leván-
tate, toma un respiro, estás vivo ahora. ¿No puedes oír la 
voz de Jesús llamándonos a salir de la tumba como Lázaro? 
Lo viejo se ha ido. Eres nuevo. El poder de la muerte no 
pudo retenerte. 

“Ahora la puerta está abierta, y la piedra ha sido apar-
tada. Nos está llamando a salir de la oscuridad. Nos está 
dando nuevos corazones resucitados. ¿No puedes oír la voz 
de Jesús llamándonos a salir de la tumba como Lázaro?” 
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Oración por  
la paz en Ucrania

Espacio de Oración

Dios de infinita misericordia y bondad, con nuestros 
corazones llenos de gratitud, hoy te suplicamos por 
la paz.  
 
Tú nos ofreces tu paz continuamente. Y constante-
mente nos recuerdas que los pacificadores son ben-
decidos, “porque serán llamados hijos de Dios.” 
 
Que tu voz resuene en los corazones de todos, 
mientras nos llamas a seguir el camino de la recon-
ciliación y la paz, y a ser misericordiosos como tú 
eres misericordioso. 
 
Te rogamos por el pueblo ucraniano, que está ex-
perimentando la guerra y la muerte. Dale el don de 
sabiduría a todos los líderes gubernamanetales invo-
lucrados en esta crisis para construir juntos un 
mundo de justicia y derribar muyros de hostilidad. 
 
Sigue inspirándonos a todos a la unidad de corazón 
y mente, y al respeto de la dignidad de cada ser hu-
mano, hecho a tu imagen y semejanza divinas. 
 
Condede el descanso eterno a los fallecidos y una 
rápida recuperación a los heridos, te lo pedimos por 
Jesucristo nuestro Señor. 
 
Amén. 
 
 
El obispo Michael Sis pidió a los sacerdotes de la 
diócesis que rezaran esta oración en las misas de la 
diócesis de San Angelo el fin de semana del 12 al 13 
de marzo después de que el gobernador de Texas, 
Greg Abbott, proclamara el 13 de marzo como Día 
de Oración por Ucrania.

Después de la oscuridad, llega la luz
Obispo  

Michael J. Sis 
 

Diócesis de  
San Ángelo

Papa consagra Ucrania y Rusia a María
Por Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service 
 

CIUDAD DEL VATICANO (CNS) — 
Mientras la violenta invasión rusa, que ya 
cumplió un mes, continuaba devastando 
Ucrania, el papa Francisco puso el destino 
de ambos países en manos de María, con 
la esperanza de que finalmente reinara la 
paz. 

"Madre de Dios y madre nuestra, a tu 
Inmaculado Corazón nos encomendamos y 
consagramos solemnemente, la iglesia y 
toda la humanidad, especialmente Rusia y 
Ucrania", expresó el Santo Padre el 25 de 
marzo, presidiendo el acto de consagra-
ción después de haber dirigido un servicio 
de penitencia de Cuaresma en la Basílica 
de San Pedro. 

Rezando ante una estatua de María, 
que fue prestada por el Santuario de Nues-
tra Señora de Fátima en San Vittoriano, en 
las afueras de Roma, el papa suplicó a la 
Madre de Dios que "acepte este acto que 
llevamos a cabo con confianza y amor. 
Haz que la guerra termine y que la paz se 
extienda por todo el mundo". 

Sentado frente a la estatua, que fue co-
locada ante los escalones del altar mayor 
sobre una plataforma roja y adornada con 
rosas blancas, el Sumo Pontífice proclamó 
el acto de consagración. Durante la ora-
ción, el papa se detuvo en varios momen-
tos para mirar la estatua de María antes de 
continuar. 

"A ti te consagramos el futuro de toda 
la familia humana, las necesidades y ex-
pectativas de cada pueblo, las angustias y 

esperanzas del mundo", oró. 
Después de la consagración, el papa, 

acompañado por un niño y una niña, co-
locó un ramo de rosas blancas a los pies de 
la estatua. Luego permaneció ahí unos mo-
mentos, con los ojos cerrados y la cabeza 
inclinada en oración, en silencio. 

Según el Vaticano, se estima que 3,500 
personas llenaron el interior de la Basílica 
de San Pedro, mientras que 2,000 personas 
vieron el evento en pantallas de video 
desde la Plaza de San Pedro. La policía 
pidió a los peregrinos que entraron a la 
Basílica de San Pedro portando o llevando 
banderas ucranianas que las guardaran, ya 
que el evento era un servicio de oración. 

Entre los presentes en la liturgia estaba 
Andrii Yurash, embajador de Ucrania ante 
la Santa Sede. La consagración, tuiteó el 
25 de marzo, es "otro intento (del papa) de 
defender a Ucrania de la guerra del dia-
blo", refiriéndose a los ataques de Rusia 
contra el país. 

Joe Donnelly, quien pronto presentará 
sus credenciales al Santo Padre como em-
bajador de Estados Unidos ante la Santa 
Sede, también asistió al servicio. 

El Vaticano anunció el 18 de marzo 
que el papa Francisco también pidió a los 
obispos de todo el mundo que se unieran a 
él para consagrar Ucrania y Rusia al In-
maculado Corazón de María. 

El cardenal Konrad Krajewski, limos-
nero papal, dirigió un acto similar de con-
sagración en el Santuario de Nuestra 
Señora de Fátima en Portugal. 

Obispos de todo el mundo habían 
anunciado servicios especiales para coin-

cidir con el momento de la consagración 
en Roma, incluso en las primeras horas de 
la mañana. 

En la Catedral-Basílica Dulce Nombre 
de María en Hagatña, Guam, el arzobispo 
Michael Byrnes dirigió a los fieles en el 
rezo del rosario antes de recitar el acto de 
consagración a las 2 a.m. (hora local) del 
26 de marzo. 

El arzobispo Georg Gänswein, sec-
retario privado del papa emérito Benedicto 

XVI, había dicho a los periodistas que el 
ex papa se uniría a la consagración desde 
su residencia. 

En un video publicado antes de la lit-
urgia, el arzobispo Sviatoslav Shevchuk de 
Kyiv-Halych, jefe de la Iglesia Católica 
ucraniana, manifestó que se uniría a la 
consagración "porque hoy necesitamos 
mucho la victoria del bien". 

 
Véase PAPA, Página 18 

FOTO CNS | PAUL HARING

El papa Francisco venera una estatua mariana antes de consagrar el mundo y, en particular, 
Ucrania y Rusia al Inmaculado Corazón de María durante un servicio de penitencia de Cua-
resma en la Basílica de San Pedro en el Vaticano el 25 de marzo de 2022.
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CALENDARS

April 2022 
 
2 MIDLAND, Holy Cross Catholic High School, Dioce-

san Schools Commission meeting at 9:30 a.m. 
5 ABILENE, Holy Family, Abilene Deanery meeting at 

10:30 a.m. 
6 ROWENA, St. Joseph, Confirmation Mass at 6:30 

p.m. 
7 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Priest Per-

sonnel Board meeting at 10:30 a.m. 
8 ODESSA, St. Mary, Dedication of renovated church 

and altar at 6:00 p.m. 
9 MELVIN, St. Francis Xavier, Mass at 5:00 p.m. 
10 SAN ANGELO, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Palm 

Sunday Masses at 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon 
10 SAN ANGELO, Holy Angels, Seder Meal at 5:30 p.m. 
12 SAN ANGELO, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Priests’ 

reflection at 9:30 a.m. 
12 SAN ANGELO, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Chrism 

Mass at 11:00 a.m. 
14 SAN ANGELO, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Mass 

of the Lord’s Supper at 6:30 p.m. 
15 SAN ANGELO, St. Margaret, Good Friday Procession 

at 10:00 a.m. 
15 SAN ANGELO, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Service 

of the Lord’s Passion at 3:00 p.m. 
16 SAN ANGELO, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Easter 

Vigil at 8:30 p.m. 
19 ABILENE, Sacred Heart, Project Andrew Dinner at 

6:00 p.m. 
21 ABILENE, Holy Family, Confirmation Mass at 6:30 

p.m. 
22 SAN ANGELO, St. Joseph, Confirmation Mass at 6:30 

p.m. 
23 ELDORADO, Our Lady of Guadalupe, Confirmation 

Mass at 10:00 a.m. 
23 WALL, St. Ambrose, Confirmation Mass at 6:00 p.m. 
24 GARDEN CITY, St. Lawrence, Confirmation Mass at 

10:30 a.m. 
24 MIDLAND, San Miguel Arcángel, Confirmation Mass 

at 5:00 p.m. 
25 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Catholic 

Charitable Foundation Board meeting at 10:00 a.m. 
26 ODESSA, Marriott, Odessa Life Center Banquet 
29–30 CORPUS CHRISTI, Knights of Columbus State Con-

vention 
 
 
May 2022 
 
1 SAN ANGELO, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Mar-

riage Jubilee at 3:00 p.m. 
2 SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat Center, Dioce-

san Mission Council meeting at 6:00 p.m. 
3 COLEMAN, Sacred Heart, Confirmation Mass at 6:00 

p.m. 
5 ODESSA, St. Joseph/St. Anthony, Confirmation Mass 

at 6:00 p.m. 
6 MIDLAND, St. Ann Catholic School, Elementary 

School Mass at 8:30 a.m. 
6 MIDLAND, St. Ann, Confirmation Mass at 6:30 p.m. 
7 MIDLAND, St. Stephen, Young Adult Conference 

Mass at 9:00 a.m. 
7 ABILENE, Sacred Heart, Confirmation Mass at 5:30 

p.m. 
10 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Presbyteral 

Council meeting at 11:00 a.m. 
11 SAN ANGELO, Christ the King Retreat Center, Mass 

with deacon candidates at 11:00 a.m. 
12 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Priest Per-

sonnel Board meeting at 10:30 a.m. 
12 SAN ANGELO, Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Blue 

Mass at 6:30 p.m. 
13 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Diocesan 

Liturgical Commission meeting at 1:30 p.m. 
13 SAN ANGELO, Sacred Heart Cathedral, Vespers at 

7:00 p.m. 
14 MIDLAND, Holy Cross Catholic High School, Black 

and Gold Ball at 6:00 p.m. 
15 BRADY, St. Patrick, Confirmation Mass at 10:30 a.m. 
15 SAN ANGELO, Holy Angels, Confirmation and First 

Communion Mass at 4:00 p.m. 
16 GARDEN CITY, Halfmann Pecan Orchard, Rural Life 

Mass at 6:00 p.m. 
17 SAN ANGELO, Diocesan Pastoral Center, Pastoral 

Plan Implementation Committee meeting at 10:00 a.m. 
17 SAN ANGELO, St. Margaret, Adult Confirmation Mass 

at 6:00 p.m. 
18 SAN ANGELO, St. Mary, Confirmation Mass at 6:30 

p.m. 
21 MIDLAND, St. Stephen, Ordination Mass of Transi-

tional Deacon for Mike Elsner at 10:30 a.m. 
21 MIDLAND, St. Stephen, Confirmation Mass at 5:00 

p.m. 
22 ANDREWS, Our Lady of Lourdes, Confirmation Mass 

at 10:30 a.m. 
23 ODESSA, Holy Redeemer, Confirmation Mass at 7:00 

p.m. 
24 MIDLAND, St. Stephen, Deanery meeting at 12:00 

noon 
24 ODESSA, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Candidacy Mass 

for Joshua Basse at 7:00 p.m. 
25 MIDLAND, Our Lady of Guadalupe, Confirmation 

Mass at 6:00 p.m. 
27 MIDLAND, Holy Cross Catholic High School Gradu-

ation at 7:00 p.m. 
28 ODESSA, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Confirmation Mass 

at 11:00 a.m. 
28 FORT STOCKTON, Our Lady of Guadalupe, Confir-

mation Mass at 5:30 p.m. 
29 OZONA, Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Confirmation 

Mass at 11:00 a.m. 
31 ABILENE, St. Francis of Assisi, Confirmation Mass at 

6:30 p.m. 

April 
 
2 Deacon Lazaro Sevier (D — 2009) 
3 Deacon Edward Martinez (D — 1985) 
3 Deacon Alan Neff (D — 2016) 
4 Deacon Andres Hernandez (D — 

2013) 
4 Deacon Hector Mendez (B) 
4 Rev. Jim Nugent, C.Ss.R. (D — 

2012) 
7 Deacon Jerry Treviño (D — 2017) 
10 Deacon Apolonio Gutierrez (B) 
12 Rev. Patrick Akpanobong (B) 
13 Rev. Innocent Eziefule (B) 
16 Deacon Eliseo Carrillo (D — 1989) 
17 Deacon Daniel Holguin (B) 
17 Msgr. James Plagens (D — 2015) 
17 Rev. Lee Zimmerman (D — 2000) 
19 Rev. John Lavin (D — 1983) 
20 Deacon Claudio Sanchez (B) 
21 Rev. Thomas Leahy, SAC (D — 

1969) 
22 Deacon Jesus Vasquez (D — 2018) 
23 Rev. Louis Droll (D — 2006) 
23 Deacon Walter Hammons (B) 
24 Msgr. Fred Nawarskas (B) 
24 Rev. Balachandra Nagipogu (O — 

2006) 
25 Deacon Dwain Hennessey (B) 
25 Deacon Marcos Mata (B) 
25 Deacon Juan Muñoz (D — 2007) 
29 Deacon Robert Daigle (D — 1986) 
30 Rev. Joe Barbieri (O — 1988) 
30 Rev. Gilbert Rodriguez (B) 
 
 
May 
 
1 Deacon Leslie Maiman (O — 2015) 
2 Rev. Russell Schultz (D — 2004) 
2 Deacon Luis Villarreal (B) 
4 Deacon Robert Selvera (B) 
5 Rev. Clifford Blackburn, OMI (D — 

2005) 
7 Msgr.Kevin Heyburn (D — 2001) 
8 Rev. Mamachan Joseph (O — 1986) 
9 Deacon Juan Arguello (D — 2019) 
9 Rev. Tom Diab (D — 2007) 
9 Rev. Leo Diersing (D — 1999) 
13 Deacon Leslie Maiman (B) 
13 Rev. Bhaskar Morogudi (O — 1999) 
14 Deacon Manuel Luevano (D — 2019) 
15 Deacon Wayne Rock (D — 2006) 
18 Rev. David Herrera (B) 
18 Bishop Michael Pfeifer (B) 
18 Deacon Clemente Villa (B) 
19 Deacon Ronald Stegenga (B) 
20 Deacon Robert Moreno (B) 
21 Deacon Ricardo Torres (B) 
22 Deacon Michael LaMonica (B) 
22 Rev. Emilio Sosa (B) 
22 Rev. Kevin Lenius (O — 2021) 
24 Msgr. Benedict Zientek (O —1958) 
25 Rev. Tom Barley (O — 1991) 
25 Rev. Terry Brenon (O — 1991) 
25 Rev. Martin Hubbs (O —2012) 
25 Rev. Balachandra Nagipogu (B) 
26 Msgr. James Bridges (O — 1962) 
27 Rev. Charles Greenwell (O — 1982) 
27 Msgr. Fred Nawaskas (O — 1967) 
27 Rev. Mark Woodruff (O — 1972) 
28 Rev. Francis Hynes, CM (D — 1996) 
29 Msgr. Bernard Gully (O — 1962) 
30 Rev. Adam Droll (O — 2015) 
30 Rev. Felix Archibong (O — 2015) 
30 Rev. Ryan Rojo (O — 2015) 
30 Rev. Saul Alonso Garcia (O — 2008) 
31 Rev. Joey Faylona (O — 2003) 
31 Rev. Gilbert Rodriguez (O — 1974) 
31 Rev. Rodney White (O — 2003)  

Bishop’s Calendar 
 

Please contact the bishop’s assistant, Lupe Castillo, for information about the bishop’s calendar. 

325-651-7500 | lcastillo@sanangelodiocese.org

Please pray for our clergy

 
April 2022 
 
1–3 Deacon Formation 
3 Deacon Inquiry 
7–10 Women’s Small Town ACTS 
10 Confirmation Retreat (In Person) 
15 CKRC Offices closed in observance of Good Friday 
21–24 San Angelo Women’s ACTS 
29–May 1  Engaged Encounter

May 2022 
 
10–15 Deacon Formation Retreat 
18 DOSA Staff Mass & Lunch 
22 Confirmation Retreat (Virtual) 
30 CKRC Offices closed in observance of Memorial 

Day

Christ the King Retreat Center

B = Birthday | O = Date of Ordination 

D = Date of Death

Lent 
March 2 — April 14, 2022 

Operation Rice Bowl 
(you can also visit crsricebowl.org to give online) 

 
Good Friday, April 15, 2022 

Pontifical Collection for the Holy Land 
 

April 24, 2022 
Catholic Home Missions Appeal

Upcoming Special Collections
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Reporting Sexual Abuse
The Catholic Diocese of San 

Angelo is firmly committed to cre-
ating and maintaining the safest pos-
sible environment for our children and 
vulnerable adults. If you or someone 
you know has been sexually abused by 
anyone who serves the Church, and 
you need a place to talk with someone 
about your feelings of betrayal or hurt 
by the Church, we are here to help 
you. To report incidents, call Lori 
Hines, Victim Assistance Coordinator, 

325-374-7609 (cell), or write Diocese 
of San Angelo, Victim Assistance 
Ministry, PO Box 1829, San Angelo, 
TX 76902. If the incident occurred 
outside this diocese, our Victim Assis-
tance Coordinator will assist in bring-
ing your concern to the attention of 
the appropriate diocese.  Please keep 
in mind that one always has the right 
to report abuse to civil authorities, and 
civil law requires that any abuse of a 
minor must be reported.

Reportar Abuso Sexual
La Diócesis Católica de San Ángelo 

está firmemente comprometida a crear y 
mantener el ambiente más seguro posible 
para nuestros niños y adultos vulnerables. 
Si usted o alguien que usted conoce ha 
sido víctima de abuso sexual por cual-
quier persona que sirve a la Iglesia, y 
necesita un lugar para hablar con alguien 
sobre sus sentimientos de traición o he-
rido por la Iglesia, estamos aquí para ayu-
darle. Para reportar incidentes, llame a 
Lori Hines, Coordinadora de Asistencia a 
Víctimas, 325-374-7609 (celular), o es-

criba a la Diócesis de San Ángelo, Minis-
terio de Asistencia a Víctimas, PO Box 
1829, San Ángelo, TX 76902. Un intér-
prete de español está disponible. Si el in-
cidente ocurrió fuera de esta diócesis, 
nuestra Coordinadora de Asistencia a 
Victimas le ayudará a traer su preocupa-
ción a la atención de la diócesis cor-
respondiente. Por favor, tenga en cuenta 
que uno siempre tiene el derecho de re-
portar el abuso a las autoridades civiles, y 
la ley civil requiere que cualquier abuso 
de un menor de edad debe ser reportado.

Stay Connected with the 

Diocese of San Angelo

DOSA Mail 

 

The official Flocknote of the Diocese of San 

Angelo. Receive texts or emails with important 

news, updates, and messages from the diocese. 

 

Two ways to join: 

1) Text DOSA to 84576 

OR 

2) Visit https://app.flocknote.com/dosamail

Social Media 

 

Diocese of San Angelo on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/DioceseofSanAngelo 

 

Bishop Michael Sis on Twitter: 

@SABishopMike

On the Web 

 

www.sanangelodiocese.org

On April 23, 2022, there will be a cleanup of Calvary Cemetery in San Angelo.

Cemetery personnel will remove all fl owers as well as all unauthorized items, including 

items on or around graves and items placed in trees. Examples include, but are not 

limited to: borders, bricks, gravel/rocks, garden ornaments, solar lights, rosaries, wind 

chimes, statues, etc.

Th e gates to the cemetery will be locked on this day from 8 A.M. to 2 P.M.

Please remove anything you do not want discarded by April 22, 2022.

All décor that does not abide by the rules will be permanently removed and disposed of 

without notifi cation. We ask that you please take time to read the rules of the cemetery 

posted at the main entrance or on our website or Facebook page.

Th e ONLY decorations permitted are:

• A single fl ower arrangement per grave, placed in a non-breakable container to be 

staked in the ground; if a headstone has two vases, then fl owers may be placed in 

both vases. Flowers not in an approved container will be discarded.

• A small American fl ag on national holidays may be placed on a grave.

Flags must be removed when faded or torn.

sanangelodiocese.org/calvary-cemetery

CALVARY CEMETERY
325-651-7500

Spring Cleanup Calvary Cemetery

NOTICE
CALVARY CEMETERY OWNERS & VISITORS

The Diocese of San Angelo has scheduled five in-person listening ses-
sions open to the general public as part of the diocesan phase of the synod 
on synodality happening around the world. The feedback from these ses-
sions will be compiled into a report sent to the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, which will then compile a summary of diocesan reports 
from around the country as a national report to be sent to the Vatican. 

We welcome input from anyone, and these listening sessions are open 
to all. 

The in-person listening sessions will be as follows: 
Sunday, April 3, 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Our Lady of Guadalupe Par-

ish in Fort Stockton 
Saturday, April 9, 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at St. Mary Parish in Odessa 
Monday, April 11, 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Holy Angels Parish in San 

Angelo 
Monday, April 18, 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at St. Vincent Pallotti Parish 

in Abilene 
Tuesday, April 26, 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Our Lady of Lourdes Par-

ish in Andrews 
To accommodate those who may not be able to travel to a listening ses-

sion, we will be offering three virtual listening sessions via Zoom. These 
sessions will be limited to 20 participants per session at the following 
times: 

Monday, April 4, 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 5, 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 6, 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
To request a spot in one of the virtual sessions, send an email to 

synod@sanangelodiocese.org.  
For more information, visit https://sanangelodiocese.org/synod-2021-

2023. An online form for anonymous input is also available on that web-
page.

Diocese seeks public input 

at synod listening sessions

Honoring our loved ones
By Lois Folger, President of the Board of Trust-
ees, Catholic Charitable Foundation 
 

A beautiful gesture to honor someone you care 
about is to make a donation in their name to a non-
profit organization. Perhaps you want to recognize a 
friend or family member for a special occasion, but 
you don’t want to give a traditional gift. Perhaps you 
want to show your support and appreciation for your 
priest on his birthday or ordination anniversary, but 
you’re not sure what to give. Donating to the Catholic 
Charitable Foundation is a wonderful way to honor 
someone you care about while supporting the Catho-
lic activities in our diocese. You can make donations 
online to the Catholic Charitable Foundation website 
by clicking the “Make a Donation” button. From 
there you can chose how to direct your gift, whether 
to a specific school or parish, or to the undesignated 
endowment which supports the needs across our dio-
cese. Your designated person will receive notification 
that you made a gift in their honor. If you prefer, you 
have the option to remain anonymous. 

You can also make a donation in memory of 

someone who has passed to commemorate their life. 
It is a very meaningful expression to keep your loved 
one's memory alive while supporting the Catholic 
needs of our community. Making this type of gift 
turns into a lasting tribute because the funds become 
part of the foundation’s endowments, which last in 
perpetuity. Your loved one’s family will be notified of 
your memorial gift. 

For those who want to honor someone with a per-
sonalized endowment fund, a honorarium fund or a 
memorial fund can be established with their name as a 
permanent named endowment fund with proceeds 
dedicated to a charitable interest reflected in their life. 
The initial gift amount is $10,000 and additional gifts 
may be made at any time, in any amount by the donor 
and by other individuals or groups. 

Remember the Catholic Charitable Foundation of 
the Roman Catholic Diocese of San Angelo the next 
time you want to commemorate those you care about 
with a thoughtful and impactful gift. 

For more information, you can go online to our 
website at 
https://www.catholicfoundationsanangelo.org/.



Grandma Lucy loudly 
voiced her objection each 
time someone indicated a 
support for war. She lived 
through the horrors of the 
Nigeria-Biafra civil war: 
1967-1970. She was the 
only grandparent that I 
knew from both my pater-
nal and maternal sides of 
the family. The others died 
during the civil war or 
shorty after (from war-related causes). Mama Lucy bore visible and in-
visible scars of war and passed away a couple of years ago. 

Nations and people have gone to war for many (sometimes bi-
zarre) reasons: scarcity of salt; for love or to win over a woman; to re-
claim their pride and restore their “honor;” to save face or out of 
shame; to appease their supporters or to make their countrymen and 
women proud; to quell or distract from potential local political up-
heavals; to instill fear in others while showing the strength of their 
armed forces and expanding their territories; to gain more manpower 
for the construction of gigantic edifices or for cheap slave labor; for 
fame and popularity; to keep a group of people under their rule or to 
prevent secession; to acquire lands and agricultural produce; for mate-
rial treasures like diamond, gold, silver, copper; and for the natural re-
sources of other nations like coal and petroleum. Others went to war 
for justice, for the common good, to prevent catastrophic evil, to revolt 
against unjust systems and oppressors, for restitution or to right some 
wrongs done against them. Some have gone to war for vengeance. 
Worse still, many wars have been fought for a range of egotistical rea-
sons. 

War and violence are the leading causes of death in the history of 
humanity. Among all the things that take and destroy human lives, 
both are at the top of the list. From the pre-biblical times of various 
kingdoms and empires at war, through the biblical stories of battles, to 
current world events in Ukraine and other corners of the world, hu-
manity has continued to wallow in the desert of war and violence.  

A literal count of the years from Adam to Jesus Christ and from 
Jesus Christ to this time amounts to a little over 6,000 years. Of the 
past 6,000 years of human history, humanity has only enjoyed peace 
for about 480 years. Sadly, that only amounts to about 8 percent of 
6,000 years. The first world war claimed about 40 million lives. The 
second world war claimed about 85 million lives. These numbers in-
clude war-related deaths from diseases and famine. Nothing else has 
taken more lives within a relatively short time in the entire history of 
humanity than war and violence of various sorts. The number of lives 
lost to diseases or illnesses, pandemic, accidents, suicide, etc., all pale 
in comparison to the lives lost in war in gruesome and rapid ways. 

One may surmise that humanity’s constant involvement in war and 
violence is rooted in the never-ending struggle between good and evil 
which seems to be veiled in the often-unsubstantiated claims of right-
eous indignation and self-defense. Like the spots and the stripes on the 
bodies of leopards and zebras which never get washed away by the 
heaviest of rains, such an endless cycle of war and violence never gets 
quenched by the oceans of blood spilled through the ages. It is good to 
note that righteous indignation does not support the taking of the inno-
cent lives of children and civilians. Righteous indignation ought to be 
anchored on justice and fairness — two values that go against the kill-
ing of innocent folks. Also, self-defense is for the self-preservation of 
innocent lives and not intended for the destruction of other lives.  

In some cases (especially before the advent of weapons of mass 
destruction), there are valid reasons to go to war. In fact, through one 
of his masterpieces Civitate Dei (The City of God), St. Augustine be-
queaths to the field of Christian ethics the concept of a just war. Adop-
ting some of Cicero’s idea on just war, Augustine explains that the 
only just reason for war is a desire for peace. In his view, one should 
not seek peace in order to go to war but rather should go to war in 
some cases in order to achieve peace. Just war theory tries to reconcile 
the serious obligation of protecting human lives and the willingness to 
use force when necessary to defend citizens, innocent lives, and im-
portant moral values. The just war theory relies on three basic cate-
gories: jus ad bellum (roughly translated as justice towards war), jus in 
bello (justice in war), and jus post bellum (justice after war). Each of 
these broad categories of the just war theory have subsections that de-
tail the necessary applications of justice in relation to war.  

In his Summa Theologiae (Second Part of Second Part, Question 
40), St. Thomas Aquinas elaborates on Augustine’s version of the just 
war theory. For Aquinas, a desire for peace is not enough to justify 
going to war. He adds three necessary conditions for a just war: (i) it 
must be led by a legitimate authority; (ii) there must be a just cause; 
(iii) there must be a right intention for the advancement of good or the 
avoidance of evil. These conditions have been expanded to include 
another three: (i) war must be the last resort; (ii) there must be reason-
able chance of success; (iii) the end that is being pursued must be pro-
portionate to the means used in war. 

Avoiding the Machiavellian dictum that “the end justifies the 
means,” our Christian moral ideals and the just war theory stand firmly 
in opposition to reckless wars that are sought with a narrow view of 
the end. If the cost of war is only measured in relation to the prospec-
tive material goals attained or the spoils of war gained, then the war-
fare missed the mark. The prices paid in human blood towers above 
whatever earthly goal achieved, since nothing is commensurate with or 
is worth measuring against human life. 

- - - 
Part II of Father Onyekozuru’s reflection will appear in next 

month’s West Texas Angelus. 
- - - 

Father Francis Onyekozuru is parochial administrator of St. Mary 
Queen of Peace Parish in Brownwood. 
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Diocese announces ‘phase three’ of 

pandemic protocols for public liturgies
Below is the text of the Diocese of San 

Angelo’s Phase Three Protocols for Public Litur-
gies, effective March 22, 2022. 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and in the 

spirit of providing a safe environment for worship 
and ministry, the Diocese of San Angelo in 2020 
developed and implemented various COVID-19 
pandemic protocols. Under current conditions, ef-
fective March 22, 2022, the diocese is observing 
“Phase Three Protocols for Public Liturgies” (Ver-
sion 1.0). 

These Protocols for Public Liturgies are based 
upon current conditions, best practices, government 
and expert guidance, as well as care for our 
brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Should conditions, guidance, or best practices 
change, the Diocese of San Angelo will modify its 
protection measures accordingly. 

In light of local conditions, a pastor may decide 
to enact stricter protocols. 

A. Church Buildings: 
• Every pew may be used. 
• All participants are to be respectful of those 

who choose to maintain social distancing. 
• Holy water should be made available to 

people near the entrances of the church. The local 
pastor decides, in light of local conditions and cul-
tural sensitivity, which method will be used to dis-
tribute it, knowing that holy water has not been 
shown to be a source of transmission of COVID-
19. 

• Hymnals, missalettes, and or multi-use wor-
ship aids may be used. 

• The CDC has determined that the probability 
of coronavirus transmission from surfaces is ex-
tremely rare; therefore, parishes are no longer re-
quired to sanitize church building surfaces after 
each Mass. Parishes may utilize a prudent cleaning 
and sanitization schedule appropriate to their needs. 

B. Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation: 
The general dispensation from attending Mass 

on Sundays and holy days of obligation expired on 
the weekend of Pentecost Sunday, May 23, 2021. 
Catholics in the Diocese of San Angelo are dis-
pensed from the obligation ONLY if they are: 

a. extremely vulnerable to COVID-19 due to 
age and/or underlying health conditions, or 

b. are caring for the sick, or 
c. are sick, including those who have tested 

positive for the coronavirus and those who have 
had close contact with someone who has tested 
positive for the coronavirus, regardless of how well 
they feel, or 

d. are truly and sincerely fearful that they may 
contract or spread the coronavirus. A true and sin-
cere fear is one that has prevented a person from at-
tending non-required activities, such as eating at a 
restaurant, gatherings with family and friends, at-
tending a movie theater, etc. 

Those who do not meet any of the above crite-
ria are obligated to attend Mass on Sundays and 
holy days of obligation. In light of local conditions, 
the local pastor may decide whether or not to lives-
tream the Mass. However, the Sunday and holy day 
obligation to attend Mass is not satisfied by watch-
ing a virtual or livestreamed Mass. 

Those who do not receive Communion are en-
couraged to make an Act of Spiritual Communion. 
A text for this prayer is available at www.sanange-
lodiocese.org. 

C. Those who are sick: We care for the Body of 
Christ by first taking care of our own body. The ob-
ligation to participate in Mass is not required for 
those who are sick. A person who is sick should not 
worsen their illness by trying to get to church, and 
they should not put others at risk of catching their 
illness. It is not sinful to miss Mass if one is sick; it 
is actually an expression of care for the health of 
others. 

For those who are seriously ill, the Church 
wants to celebrate with them the Sacrament of the 
Anointing of the Sick. This can be arranged by con-
tacting the parish office. 

Those who have symptoms of the coronavirus 
should seek medical attention. 

II. PHASE THREE GUIDELINES FOR THE 
MASS 

A. Phase Three Mass Protocols: 
1. For those who have tested positive for 

COVID-19: 
• If your positive diagnosis was within the past 

5 days, we encourage you to participate only re-
motely. 

• If your positive diagnosis was between 6 and 
10 days ago, you may participate either remotely or 
in-person. However, we encourage you to wear a 
facemask if you participate in person. 

2. For those who have had close contact with 
COVID-19, remote participation will depend upon 
vaccination status: 

a. For someone who is fully vaccinated, includ-
ing all applicable boosters, the exposed individual 
does not need to quarantine, but we encourage them 
to wear a facemask at all times for a period of 10 
days after exposure. 

b. For someone who is not fully vaccinated or 
not up to date on any boosters, we encourage the 
exposed individual to participate remotely for the 
first 5 days; if no symptoms appear, they may at-
tend Mass after those initial 5 days, but we encour-
age them to wear a facemask at all times for a 
period of 10 days from exposure. 

3. Reducing time and increasing ventilation: 
a. To reduce the COVID-19 infectivity rate, 

ventilation should be increased, and the amount of 
time in the enclosed space should be reduced. 

b. The replenishment of fresh, clean air should 
be increased by the use of ventilation systems and 
the opening of doors and windows as much as pos-
sible. 

4. Facemasks for attendees are not mandated 
but are encouraged. 

• All are encouraged to bring their own face-
mask. An adequate supply of facemasks should be 
made available for all clergy, staff, volunteers, or 
attendees who do not have their own and will ac-
tively participate in their ministry. 

• In accordance with CDC guidelines, we rec-
ommend: 

• Properly fitting facemasks covering your 
nose, mouth, and chin with a nose wire to aid in 
closing gaps. 

• Facemasks should always be worn according 
to the manufacturer's directions. 

• Consistently wear the most protective mask 
you can. The CDC recommends N95 & KN95 face-
masks. If these are not available, the following are 
ranked in order of priority: 

o Double layered disposable Procedure Masks 
(sometimes referred to as surgical masks). 

o Double layered cloth facemasks. 
o Double layered gaiter masks. 
o Single layered facemasks. 
• You can increase effectiveness and protection 

by wearing two masks in any combination. 
• The priest celebrant, concelebrating priests, 

deacons, and Eucharistic Ministers may wear a 
facemask while distributing Communion. 

• During the other parts of the Mass, the priest’s 
use of a facemask depends upon his comfort level. 

• Choir members who are within 3 feet of one 
another or the congregation are encouraged to wear 
a mask. 

• When there are concelebrating priests, all 
priests should receive by intinction. Assisting dea-
cons should be given Communion by intinction. 
The priest or deacon who purifies a chalice should 
be the only one who receives by drinking from that 
chalice. 

5. Health protocols for clergy, staff, and vol-
unteers: 

• All clergy, staff, and those volunteers assisting 
in these liturgies are to self-screen before coming to 
the liturgy. They are to stay home or seek medical 
attention if they have any of the following new or 
worsening signs or symptoms of possible COVID-
19 or other transmittable diseases: 

Cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, 
chills, repeated shaking with chills, muscle pain, 
headache, sore throat, loss of taste, loss of smell, 
diarrhea, feeling feverish, having a measured tem-
perature greater than or equal to 100.0 degrees 
Fahrenheit, or known close contact with a person 
who is lab confirmed to have COVID-19 or other 
transmittable diseases. 

6. Offertory Collection: 
At the pastor’s discretion, any of the following 

alternatives may be used: 
a. Collection baskets may be passed through 

the pews. 
b. Long-handled collection baskets may be 

used by the ushers. 
c. Boxes or other containers may be set up at 

central collection points where the faithful can 
place their contributions. These should be mon-
itored for security reasons. 

7. Offertory Procession: 
• The offertory procession is encouraged. 
8. The Sign of Peace: 
• The sign of peace is allowed. 
9. Distribution of Holy Communion within the 

Mass: 
• All those distributing Holy Communion, in-

cluding clergy, may use a facemask. 
 

See PROTOCOLS, Next Page 

Father Francis  
Onyekozuru

A reflection on  
the cost of war
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the commitments we made as a community of nations.  We 
have betrayed peoples’ dreams of peace and the hopes of 
the young.  We grew sick with greed, we thought only of 
our own nations and their interests, we grew indifferent 
and caught up in our selfish needs and concerns.  We chose 
to ignore God, to be satisfied with our illusions, to grow 
arrogant and aggressive, to suppress innocent lives and to 
stockpile weapons.  We stopped being our neighbor’s 
keepers and stewards of our common home.  We have rav-
aged the garden of the earth with war and by our sins we 
have broken the heart of our heavenly Father, who desires 
us to be brothers and sisters.  We grew indifferent to every-
one and everything except ourselves.  Now with shame we 
cry out: Forgive us, Lord! 

Holy Mother, amid the misery of our sinfulness, amid 
our struggles and weaknesses, amid the mystery of iniquity 
that is evil and war, you remind us that God never aban-
dons us, but continues to look upon us with love, ever 
ready to forgive us and raise us up to new life.  He has 
given you to us and made your Immaculate Heart a refuge 
for the Church and for all humanity.  By God’s gracious 
will, you are ever with us; even in the most troubled mo-
ments of our history, you are there to guide us with tender 
love. 

We now turn to you and knock at the door of your 
heart.  We are your beloved children.  In every age you 
make yourself known to us, calling us to conversion.  At 
this dark hour, help us and grant us your comfort.  Say to 
us once more: “Am I not here, I who am your Mother?”  
You are able to untie the knots of our hearts and of our 
times.  In you we place our trust.  We are confident that, 
especially in moments of trial, you will not be deaf to our 
supplication and will come to our aid. 

That is what you did at Cana in Galilee, when you in-
terceded with Jesus and he worked the first of his signs.  
To preserve the joy of the wedding feast, you said to him: 
“They have no wine” (Jn 2:3).  Now, O Mother, repeat 
those words and that prayer, for in our own day we have 
run out of the wine of hope, joy has fled, fraternity has 
faded.  We have forgotten our humanity and squandered 
the gift of peace.  We opened our hearts to violence and 
destructiveness.  How greatly we need your maternal help! 

Therefore, O Mother, hear our prayer. 
Star of the Sea, do not let us be shipwrecked in the 

tempest of war. 
Ark of the New Covenant, inspire projects and paths 

of reconciliation. 
Queen of Heaven, restore God’s peace to the world. 
Eliminate hatred and the thirst for revenge, and teach 

us forgiveness. 
Free us from war, protect our world from the menace 

of nuclear weapons. 
Queen of the Rosary, make us realize our need to pray 

and to love. 
Queen of the Human Family, show people the path of 

fraternity. 
Queen of Peace, obtain peace for our world. 
O Mother, may your sorrowful plea stir our hardened 

hearts.  May the tears you shed for us make this valley 
parched by our hatred blossom anew.  Amid the thunder of 
weapons, may your prayer turn our thoughts to peace.  
May your maternal touch soothe those who suffer and flee 
from the rain of bombs.  May your motherly embrace com-
fort those forced to leave their homes and their native land.  
May your Sorrowful Heart move us to compassion and in-
spire us to open our doors and to care for our brothers and 
sisters who are injured and cast aside. 

Holy Mother of God, as you stood beneath the cross, 
Jesus, seeing the disciple at your side, said: “Behold your 
son” (Jn 19:26).  In this way he entrusted each of us to 
you.  To the disciple, and to each of us, he said: “Behold, 
your Mother” (v. 27).  Mother Mary, we now desire to wel-
come you into our lives and our history.  At this hour, a 
weary and distraught humanity stands with you beneath 
the cross, needing to entrust itself to you and, through you, 
to consecrate itself to Christ.  The people of Ukraine and 
Russia, who venerate you with great love, now turn to you, 
even as your heart beats with compassion for them and for 
all those peoples decimated by war, hunger, injustice and 
poverty. 

Therefore, Mother of God and our Mother, to your Im-
maculate Heart we solemnly entrust and consecrate our-
selves, the Church and all humanity, especially Russia and 
Ukraine.  Accept this act that we carry out with confidence 
and love.  Grant that war may end and peace spread 
throughout the world.  The “Fiat” that arose from your 
heart opened the doors of history to the Prince of Peace.  
We trust that, through your heart, peace will dawn once 
more.  To you we consecrate the future of the whole 
human family, the needs and expectations of every people, 
the anxieties and hopes of the world. 

Through your intercession, may God’s mercy be 
poured out on the earth and the gentle rhythm of peace re-
turn to mark our days.  Our Lady of the “Fiat”, on whom 
the Holy Spirit descended, restore among us the harmony 
that comes from God.  May you, our “living fountain of 
hope”, water the dryness of our hearts.  In your womb 
Jesus took flesh; help us to foster the growth of commun-
ion.  You once trod the streets of our world; lead us now on 
the paths of peace.  Amen. 

CONSECRATION 
 
Continued from Page 1

ACTO DE CONSAGRACIÓN AL  
CORAZÓN INMACULADO DE MARÍA 

 
Oh María, Madre de Dios y Madre nuestra, nosotros, en esta 

hora de tribulación, recurrimos a ti. Tú eres nuestra Madre, nos 
amas y nos conoces, nada de lo que nos preocupa se te oculta. 
Madre de misericordia, muchas veces hemos experimentado tu ter-
nura providente, tu presencia que nos devuelve la paz, porque tú 
siempre nos llevas a Jesús, Príncipe de la paz.  

Nosotros hemos perdido la senda de la paz. Hemos olvidado la 
lección de las tragedias del siglo pasado, el sacrificio de millones 
de caídos en las guerras mundiales. Hemos desatendido los com-
promisos asumidos como Comunidad de Naciones y estamos trai-
cionando los sueños de paz de los pueblos y las esperanzas de los 
jóvenes. Nos hemos enfermado de avidez, nos hemos encerrado en 
intereses nacionalistas, nos hemos dejado endurecer por la indifer-
encia y paralizar por el egoísmo. Hemos preferido ignorar a Dios, 
convivir con nuestras falsedades, alimentar la agresividad, supri-
mir vidas y acumular armas, olvidándonos de que somos custodios 
de nuestro prójimo y de nuestra casa común. Hemos destrozado 
con la guerra el jardín de la tierra, hemos herido con el pecado el 
corazón de nuestro Padre, que nos quiere hermanos y hermanas. 
Nos hemos vuelto indiferentes a todos y a todo, menos a nosotros 
mismos. Y con vergüenza decimos: perdónanos, Señor.  

En la miseria del pecado, en nuestros cansancios y fragili-
dades, en el misterio de la iniquidad del mal y de la guerra, tú, 
Madre Santa, nos recuerdas que Dios no nos abandona, sino que 
continúa mirándonos con amor, deseoso de perdonarnos y levan-
tarnos de nuevo. Es Él quien te ha entregado a nosotros y ha 
puesto en tu Corazón inmaculado un refugio para la Iglesia y para 
la humanidad. Por su bondad divina estás con nosotros, e incluso 
en las vicisitudes más adversas de la historia nos conduces con ter-
nura.  

Por eso recurrimos a ti, llamamos a la puerta de tu Corazón, 
nosotros, tus hijos queridos que no te cansas jamás de visitar e in-
vitar a la conversión. En esta hora oscura, ven a socorrernos y con-
solarnos. Repite a cada uno de nosotros: “¿Acaso no estoy yo aquí, 
que soy tu Madre?”. Tú sabes cómo desatar los enredos de nuestro 
corazón y los nudos de nuestro tiempo. Ponemos nuestra confianza 
en ti. Estamos seguros de que tú, sobre todo en estos momentos de 
prueba, no desprecias nuestras súplicas y acudes en nuestro aux-
ilio.  

Así lo hiciste en Caná de Galilea, cuando apresuraste la hora 
de la intervención de Jesús e introdujiste su primer signo en el 
mundo. Cuando la fiesta se había convertido en tristeza le dijiste: 
«No tienen vino» (Jn 2,3). Repíteselo otra vez a Dios, oh Madre, 
porque hoy hemos terminado el vino de la esperanza, se ha des-
vanecido la alegría, se ha aguado la fraternidad. Hemos perdido la 
humanidad, hemos estropeado la paz. Nos hemos vuelto capaces 
de todo tipo de violencia y destrucción. Necesitamos urgentemente 
tu ayuda materna.  

Acoge, oh Madre, nuestra súplica. 
Tú, estrella del mar, no nos dejes naufragar en la tormenta de 

la guerra. 
Tú, arca de la nueva alianza, inspira proyectos y caminos de 

reconciliación.  
Tú, “tierra del Cielo”, vuelve a traer la armonía de Dios al 

mundo.  
Extingue el odio, aplaca la venganza, enséñanos a perdonar. 
Líbranos de la guerra, preserva al mundo de la amenaza nu-

clear. 
Reina del Rosario, despierta en nosotros la necesidad de orar y 

de amar. 
Reina de la familia humana, muestra a los pueblos la senda de 

la fraternidad. 
Reina de la paz, obtén para el mundo la paz.  
Que tu llanto, oh Madre, conmueva nuestros corazones en-

durecidos. Que las lágrimas que has derramado por nosotros hagan 
florecer este valle que nuestro odio ha secado. Y mientras el ruido 
de las armas no enmudece, que tu oración nos disponga a la paz. 
Que tus manos maternas acaricien a los que sufren y huyen bajo el 
peso de las bombas. Que tu abrazo materno consuele a los que se 
ven obligados a dejar sus hogares y su país. Que tu Corazón afli-
gido nos mueva a la compasión, nos impulse a abrir puertas y a 
hacernos cargo de la humanidad herida y descartada. 

Santa Madre de Dios, mientras estabas al pie de la cruz, Jesús, 
viendo al discípulo junto a ti, te dijo: «Ahí tienes a tu hijo» (Jn 
19,26), y así nos encomendó a ti. Después dijo al discípulo, a cada 
uno de nosotros: «Ahí tienes a tu madre» (v. 27). Madre, queremos 
acogerte ahora en nuestra vida y en nuestra historia. En esta hora 
la humanidad, agotada y abrumada, está contigo al pie de la cruz. 
Y necesita encomendarse a ti, consagrarse a Cristo a través de ti. 
El pueblo ucraniano y el pueblo ruso, que te veneran con amor, re-
curren a ti, mientras tu Corazón palpita por ellos y por todos los 
pueblos diezmados a causa de la guerra, el hambre, las injusticias 
y la miseria.  

Por eso, Madre de Dios y nuestra, nosotros solemnemente en-
comendamos y consagramos a tu Corazón inmaculado nuestras 
personas, la Iglesia y la humanidad entera, de manera especial 
Rusia y Ucrania. Acoge este acto nuestro que realizamos con con-
fianza y amor, haz que cese la guerra, provee al mundo de paz. El 
“sí” que brotó de tu Corazón abrió las puertas de la historia al 
Príncipe de la paz; confiamos que, por medio de tu Corazón, la paz 
llegará. A ti, pues, te consagramos el futuro de toda la familia hu-
mana, las necesidades y las aspiraciones de los pueblos, las angus-
tias y las esperanzas del mundo. 

Que a través de ti la divina Misericordia se derrame sobre la 
tierra, y el dulce latido de la paz vuelva a marcar nuestras jorna-
das. Mujer del sí, sobre la que descendió el Espíritu Santo, vuelve 
a traernos la armonía de Dios. Tú que eres “fuente viva de esper-
anza”, disipa la sequedad de nuestros corazones. Tú que has tejido 
la humanidad de Jesús, haz de nosotros constructores de com-
unión. Tú que has recorrido nuestros caminos, guíanos por sendas 
de paz. Amén. 

• The community should be reminded that, 
according to Catholic teaching, “Christ is sacra-
mentally present under each of the species; com-
munion under the species of bread alone makes it 
possible to receive all the fruit of Eucharistic 
grace.” (CCC, No. 1390) 

• Intinction: At the pastor’s discretion, Holy 
Communion may be distributed to the people (in-
cluding deacons) by intinction. In those places 
where this has not been the practice, the com-
munity should be instructed beforehand. 

a. When Holy Communion is distributed 
under both forms, intinction may be used (GIRM, 
2011, nos. 285, 287). 

b. The minister intincts the Host partly in the 
chalice, touches the intincted Host to the inside of 
the chalice to remove drips, and, showing it, says 
“The Body and Blood of Christ.” (Norms 49, 50). 
Intinction sets are allowed in the Diocese of San 
Angelo. 

c. Holy Communion under this form is only 
allowed on the tongue. 

d. Communicants not wishing to receive the 
Precious Blood should indicate that fact to the 
minister. 

e. The communicant, including the extraordi-
nary minister, is never allowed to self-communi-
cate, even by means of self-intinction. 

f. Special care should be taken to avoid drip-
ping or spilling the Precious Blood. 

• It is recommended that all ministers of Holy 
Communion should wash their hands with soap 
and water before Mass. All Ministers of Holy 
Communion may use a sanitizing gel or antibac-
terial wipe before distribution. 

• Maintain sanitation practices like disinfec-
tion and cleanliness when serving Holy Com-
munion. 

10. Distribution of Holy Communion After 
Mass: 

After Mass, the indoor or outdoor distribution 
of Holy Communion may be made available after 
the final blessing, as needed. Holy Communion is 
not to be taken to people in their vehicles or to be 
delivered in a drive-through method. 

III. SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
A. Individual Confession: 
1. Priests are to make the Sacrament of Rec-

onciliation available to their people, both at 
scheduled times and by appointment. 

2. Priests are encouraged to wear an N95 
Mask. 

B. Those who have no recourse to sacramen-
tal absolution: 

When a person finds it impossible to receive 
sacramental absolution, they obtain forgiveness 
of sins, even mortal ones, through a sincere 
request for forgiveness, coming from a love of 
God, with perfect contrition and the firm res-
olution to make a sacramental Confession as soon 
as possible (CCC, no. 1452). 

IV. BAPTISM 
Baptisms are subject to the same require-

ments as Mass in the church. 
V. CONFIRMATION 
A. The faculty that was previously granted to 

pastors to confirm candidates was withdrawn in 
May 2021. The standing faculties to confirm, ac-
cording to the priests’ faculties document, re-
main. 

B. Confirmation Masses are subject to the 
same requirements as other Masses in the church. 

VI. FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
These Masses are subject to the same require-

ments as other Masses in the church. 
VII. RCIA SACRAMENTS OF INITIA-

TION 
These liturgies are subject to the same re-

quirements as other Masses in the church. 
VIII. ANOINTING OF THE SICK AND VI-

ATICUM 
A. Priests are to make these sacraments avail-

able to those who need them, but they must prac-
tice careful precautions to avoid the transmission 
of disease. In cases where there is a danger of 
COVID-19 or other communicable disease, 
anointing should be done by the priest wearing a 
facemask and disposable gloves and using a dis-
posable cotton swab. These items must either be 
burned or buried. Steps should be taken to avoid 
contaminating the oil stock. The priest should 
clean and sanitize his hands before and after the 
encounter. 

B. In order for the anointing to be valid, the 
priest must be physically present to the penitent 
in person. The priest himself must both pro-
nounce the entirety of the sacramental formula 
and anoint the recipient’s body with the oil of the 
sick. The priest may not delegate the act of 
anointing to another person.

PROTOCOLS 
 
Continued from Page 6
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St. Mary Parish — 11 W Ave N in San Angelo

Registration open: 

Diocese of San Angelo 

World Youth Day 2023  

pilgrimage to Lisbon
The Diocese of San Angelo will be participating in World Youth Day 

2023 in Lisbon, Portugal. The 10-day pilgrimage will include a visit to Fa-
tima. 

Those attending from the Diocese of San Angelo will depart from Dallas 
on Sunday, July 30, 2023, to arrive in Lisbon for World Youth Day activities 
after a day of welcome and orientation. Participants will have the full World 
Youth Day experience from Aug. 1 to Aug. 6, including Mass celebrated by 
His Holiness Pope Francis. After the conclusion of World Youth Day festiv-
ities, the group will travel to the Basilica and Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima 
before returning home. 

Registration is now open. The cost ranges from $3,795 to $5,217 per 
person depending on rooming preferences. For more information, visit 
http://bit.ly/SanAngeloWYD.

Good Friday Stations of 

the Cross in Ballinger
On Good Friday, April 15, 2022, faithful will pray the Stations of the 

Cross while processing through Ballinger. The procession will begin at noon 
at “The Cross” in Ballinger and end at St. Mary, Star of the Sea Catholic 
Church. All are invited to participate.

St. Vincent, Abilene,  

announces festival
St. Vincent Pallotti Parish in Abilene will hold their Cinco de Mayo Fes-

tival on April 30 and May 1, 2022, at the church, 2525 Westview Drive in 
Abilene.
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Diocesan office 

seeks secretary
The Office of Evangelization and Catechesis 

currently has a position available for a Secretary. 
Qualifications include a high school diploma 

and prior office experience; good communication 
skills, command of the English language, profi-
ciency with Microsoft Office including Word, 
Publisher, Excel, Access. Applicant must have ex-
cellent time management skills, organizational 
skills, and the ability to maintain and create data-
bases. Knowledge of Spanish is helpful. Hours are 
Monday – Friday, 9:00AM – 5:00PM with bene-
fits, with occasional weekend work required. Ap-
plicants should email resume with references to 
Office of Evangelization and Catechesis,  
evangelizationcatechesis@sanangelodiocese.org. 

Position is open until filled. 

Congregation of 

Divine Providence 

Associates begin 

formation
On Tuesday, March 15th, Sister Marjie Filler 

was pleased to begin the first class of people wish-
ing to become Congregation of Divine Providence 
(CDP) Associates in the Midland area.   

In our history we describe the beginning of the 
associates as people who collaborated with the 
sisters in ministry. The sisters began to receive nu-
merous requests from these co-workers, as well as 
from alumni of its institutions, for a deeper way to 
share in the CDP charism. Since 1974, women and 
men interested in a closer spiritual relationship with 
the sisters have been invited to become associates 
(ACDPs). 

The Midland group consists of four members in 
formation. The formation process includes eight les-
sons, one each month, that include prayer, readings, 
study of CDP history, and the charism and virtues of 
the congregation. Currently Zoom is being used for 
these sessions since the presenters are in San Anto-
nio, but plans are being made to meet together in 
person for community and fellowship. 

Following the formation process those in the 
class are given their ACDP (Associates of the Con-
gregation of Divine Providence) pin and initiated as 
an associate, usually around the time of the feast 
day of the congregation’s founder, Father John Mar-
tin Moye, May 4th. The ceremony is conducted on 
the closest Sunday to that day. 

We are happy to have this group begin this pro-
cess.  We believe that this growing group of Associ-
ates will work with the Congregation through prayer 
and works of charity, mercy, and much more for the 
local community. 

If anyone in the Midland area is interested in 
learning more about associates, please contact Sister 
Marjie Filler, CDP, at 210-827-8722, or mar-
jiecdp@gmail.com, or Ana Maria De La Portilla, 
PhD, ACDP, at 210-587-1105 or 
adelaportilla@cdptexas.org. For more information, 
see www.cdptexas.org. 
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WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

The priests of the Diocese of San Angelo attended a retreat at Christ the King Re-
treat Center in San Angelo March 7–11, 2022. The presenter for the retreat was 
Father Dennis McManus (standing in photo at right).

WEST TEXAS ANGELUS

COURTESY

Bishop Michael Sis visited Notre Dame Seminary in New Orleans, Louisiana, March 14–16, 2022. While 
he was there, he presided at a Mass where several seminarians were instituted as lectors. Among those 
now in the ministry of lector is Diocese of San Angelo seminarian Humberto Diaz, pictured kneeling on 
the left.

COURTESY

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in 
Odessa hosted a Men’s ACTS Retreat 
March 17–20.

COURTESY

St. Mary Parish in 
San Angelo held a re-
treat on broadening 
prayer life March 5, 
2022.

COURTESY

The youth of Holy Family in Abilene raised over $2,000 and collected 
311 items for the Food Bank of West Central Texas during this year’s 
Souper Bowl of Caring.

COURTESYCOURTESY

Holy Family Parish in Abilene held a 
Mardi Gras gathering Feb. 26, 2022. 
Barry and Jean Triche, pictured at 
left with Msgr. Fred Nawarskas, led 
the kitchen crew.

COURTESY COURTESY

Bishop Michael Sis and the altar servers posed outside Our Lady of San Juan Mission in Odessa 
after Mass on March 13, 2022.

St. Stephen Parish in Midland hosted NET (National Evangelization Team) missionaries for a NET 
Retreat Feb. 15–16, 2022.
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Welcoming new and returning Catholics at Easter
Every year at Easter, the Catholic Church welcomes 

thousands of new Catholics into full communion. Adults 
and young people are baptized, and many also receive the 
sacraments of the Eucharist and confirmation at Easter 
Vigil Masses in parishes around the country. I have always 
considered our brothers' and sisters' welcoming at this 
Mass a great source of joy and hope. 

Easter is also an opportunity to welcome returning 
Catholics into our parishes. Each of them has a personal 
story behind their drifting; their reasons can be wounds, 
disappointments, disagreements, misunderstandings, the 
list goes on. 

My father drifted apart from the Catholic faith for 
many years. Though his journey back home took awhile, 
he encountered God's mercy and forgiveness through a 
priest who welcomed him back with open arms, like the 
father who ran to encounter and welcome his prodigal son 
(Lk 15:11-32). 

Our family also supported him in his journey. And as 
my father says, it takes more courage to return than to 
walk away. 

Someone once told me that returning can be a very 
lonely experience. However, it does not have to be that 
way. The Paulist Fathers' Landings program helps parishes 
in the United States and abroad accompany returning 

Catholics in their journeys back to the faith in a welcom-
ing and nonjudgmental way. 

Last year, because of the pandemic, the ministry 
launched a virtual Landings program where I was part of 
the welcoming team; the opportunity to be a missionary 
disciple was inspiring and revealing. 

Listening to testimonials of people who returned and 
are now helping others allowed me to see how volunteers 
committed to this ministry channel miracles in the lives of 
many. 

In his 2021 Easter Vigil homily, Pope Francis re-
minded us about the risen Lord's message to his disciples, 
encouraging them to go to Galilee and start a new life. 

"It is always possible to begin anew, because there is 
always a new life that God can awaken in us in spite of all 
our failures. From the rubble of our hearts — and each  

 
See FLYNN, Page 19 

Norma Montenegro Flynn 
Catholic News Service 

 
Faith Alive
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St. Catherine of Siena worked to unite the church
Caterina di Giacomo di Benincasa was not an or-

dinary child. Her birth in 1347 in Siena, Italy, was in 
itself a miracle. She was the youngest of 25 children 
born to Giacomo, a dyer, and Lapa, her remarkable 
mother. Her birth coincided with the first great wave 
of bubonic plague which killed many of her brothers 
and sisters, including her twin sister. 

Catherine was only six years old when she had the 
first of many mystical experiences that transformed 
her whole existence. Editor Michael Walsh describes 
her in Butler’s Lives of the Saints as a merry little 
girl, sometimes kneeling on each step and praying a 
Hail Mary as she went up and down the stairs.  

When she was 12, her parents began to look for a 
suitable marriage partner for her, but Catherine re-
fused their plans. She cut off all her hair to make her-
self unattractive, made a vow of virginity and 
consecrated herself to God. 

She lived in a small room in her parent’s house 
and practiced severe disciplines. She left her cell only 
to go to church. Her biographer, Blessed Raymond of 
Capua, tells us that she was in direct communion with 
her Lord during this time. We know of her inner state 
from The Dialogue, which she called “my book,” dic-
tated between 1377 and 1378. Paul Burns, writing in 
Butler’s Lives of the Saints, describes her as discern-
ing, insightful, and theologically informed to a degree 
remarkable in view of her relative lack of education. 
She learned to read and write in her adult years.  

After three years at home, Catherine became a 

member of Mantellatae, the Dominican Order of 
Women who practiced public works of mercy. She 
began ministering to the sick and those shunned by 
society, such as prisoners and patients stricken by lep-
rosy or the plague. Her gentle presence and piety at-
tracted many to her circle and her influence began to 
grow in Siena. She began dictating letters to her fol-
lowers urging them to take part in public affairs. She 
also gained a reputation as a mediator and became ac-
tive in church politics.  

Catherine’s general attitude toward church au-
thority was mixed. Richard McBrien writes in Lives 
of the Saints that she believed the church to be “the 
sweet bride of Christ,” but on the other hand, she was 
fully aware of the weaknesses and ambitions of the 
hierarchy. She knew there could be no lasting reform 
of the church without papal leadership. The unity and 
welfare of the church were her special concerns. 

At this time, the papal residence was in Avignon, 

France, and pressure was mounting on Pope Gregory 
XI to return to Rome. Catherine wrote many letters to 
Gregory and finally persuaded him to act, ending 74 
years of absence. 

Her greatest public challenge came in the form of 
the Great Schism. The return of the papacy to Rome 
did not prevent French bishops from electing their 
own successor to Gregory on his death two years 
later. Urban VI was a rival to the new pope, Clement 
VII, chosen in Rome.  Again, Catherine used her me-
diating skills, dictating numerous letters (she was il-
literate) to both camps. She journeyed to Rome to 
plead with Urban VI to end the schism and recognize 
Pope Clement VII. Her efforts failed and Catherine 
was disappointed, and she retired from public view. 

For the next 39 years there would be at least two 
and sometimes three concurrent claimants to the 
Chair of Peter.  

Catherine died in Rome on April 29, 1380. She 
left a huge collection of letters as well as The Dia-
logue. She was canonized in 1461. In 1970, Pope Pius 
VI proclaimed her a Doctor of the Church, the only 
lay woman to receive the title. She is the patron of 
nurses and nursing homes.  She is the joint patron of 
Italy with Francis of Assisi. In the 20th century she 
was declared patron of women involved in Catholic 
Action.  

- - - 
Mary Lou Gibson writes about the saints for the 

West Texas Angelus from her home in Austin.

Mary Lou Gibson 
 

Speaking of  Saints

Now as then
Each year as we go through the liturgical 

year, the season of Lent emphasizes the impor-
tance of prayer, fasting, and acts of love as we 
turn away from things of this world and are re-
minded that we “are dust and unto dust” we 
shall return. The Lenten journey culminates in 
both the most sorrowful and glorious events of 
that most important sequence of days that made 
that week, above all weeks, “Holy.” 

How we view that week reflects how we 
view today. 

All too often, it is easy to merely see Holy 
Week as an historical play that we attend each 
year, or like a favorite movie like It’s a Wonder-
ful Life that still may move us to tears, but we 
know that it is going to have a happy ending. 
We do the same thing, if after Easter Sunday 
we get on with our lives and consider the pas-
sion of Jesus an historical event that happened 
in another place and time, the essence of which 
has no bearing on today. 

Just as the Mass and Holy Eucharist are not 
a reenactment of the Last Supper, but rather our 
participation in the timeless “now” of Jesus’ 
gift of his blood and precious body, so too his 
passion continues through the actions and inac-
tions of his followers whenever love is not 
shared or evil is left unabated. We may re-
member well the words of Peter when he de-
clared, “Though all may have their faith in you 
shaken, mine will never be” (Mt 26:33), but 
easily dismiss our own lack of faith, especially 
in the most difficult of times, when it is needed 
most. We wonder how it could happen that “A 
man fell victim to robbers as he went down 
from Jerusalem to Jericho. They stripped and 
beat him and went off leaving him half-dead 
(Lk 10:30). And then “A priest happened to be 
going down that road, but when he saw him, he 
passed by on the opposite side” (Lk 10:31), 
while we, ourselves, go out of our way to by-
pass someone we see who looks like they may 
need help. 

We create the anguish of the garden whe-
never we make choices that distance ourselves 
from Jesus. Whenever we are in the company 
of someone who uses his name in vain or ridi-
cules his followers and do not speak out; whe-
never we see injustices and remain silent; 
whenever we are afraid to speak to others about 
him and our Catholic faith, we, like Peter, are 
denying that we know him. Many of us have 
done such things far more times than three, for 
whenever we make choices that go against his 
will, we deny him. 

The scourging continues as people reject 
his command to “Love one another” (Jn 13:24) 
and inflict incalculable pain on one another. In-
stead of the peace, unity, and love that he 
hoped would be the result of his skin being 
ripped away at the pillar, he instead sees wars, 
division, and hatred. There will always be 
many who stand ready to do all they can to 
“stop the bleeding” and help heal the wounds 
of others, but we have seen that even the best 
health care workers can become overwhelmed. 

A mockery of the kingship of Jesus is made 

by us as we place a “fool’s crown” on his pre-
cious head whenever we hold people or things 
in higher esteem than our Lord and allow them 
to rule over us. The temptation to care most 
about how others see us is ever present. The 
only judgment that counts is the final one for 
we know how easy it is for people to “worship” 
others, “But the Lord said to Samuel: Do not 
judge from his appearance or from his lofty 
stature, because I have rejected him. God does 
not see as a mortal, who sees the appearance. 
The Lord looks into the heart” (1 Sm 16:7). 

Jesus continues to carry his cross for us 
whenever we refuse to carry our cross for him. 
He tells us “Whoever does not carry his own 
cross and come after me cannot be my disciple” 
(Lk 14:27), but, like Simon the Cyrenian, we 
may bear the cross reluctantly, if at all. It would 
be a whole lot easier to follow in his footsteps 
if they led directly to heaven instead of going 
by way of Calvary to get there. 

While “Good Friday” is a day that hap-
pened back “then,” let us not be deluded into 
thinking that we do not cause Jesus to suffer in 
a timeless “now” because of our sins and a 
half-heartedness in the practice of our Catholic 
faith. It is the body of Christ, his church on 
earth, that is being torn apart and “crucified” 
through scandals, divisions within the church, 
and a massive amount of “Catholics” who not 
only do not practice the teachings of our church 
but actually oppose them in word and deed. 
And how can we think Jesus does not hurt 
when the limbs of babies are racked with cru-
cifixion-like pain as they are dismembered in 
their mother’ wombs? He will not allow our 
Blessed Mother’s pain to continue indefinitely 
as her tears fall for the loss of every child. 

In the words of “Mary’s Plea”: 
As they crucified my Jesus, blood fell to the 

ground. 
Jeers and laughter, nails and lances, I 

heard every sound. 
Evil was left unabated, sin was everywhere. 
Now as then my Son is hated. 
Where are those who care? 
When will you stop embracing sin 
and do your Father’s will? 
Your Mother’s heart is breaking now… 
How many of my children will you kill? 

- - - 
Dr. James Sulliman, a graduate of Rutgers 

University and Florida State University, has 50 
years’ experience in individual, marriage, and 
family therapy. He is also the Abilene-area pro-
life coordinator for the Diocese of San Angelo.

James R.  
Sulliman, PhD

Caritas Ukraine president: To help, 

listen to your heart, then act

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The president of Caritas Ukraine is an 
American citizen — the daughter of Ukrainian refugees — and yet 
she has not left Ukraine, even after the U.S. government advised 
Americans to leave. Tetiana Stawnychy, who also served for years as 
director of the U.S. bishops' subcommittee on Aid to the Church in 
Central and Eastern Europe, told a Zoom audience "it is so important 
to listen to what your heart is telling you and to follow it. Ukraine has 
held a place in my heart all my life," she said. She took her job at 
Caritas last August and has not even considered leaving. "You stay 
the course. They (Ukrainians) inspire me." Stawnychy, who now is in 
Lviv, Ukraine, was one of five panelists discussing the war in Ukraine 
at a virtual dialogue sponsored by the Initiative on Catholic Social 
Thought and Public Life at Georgetown University. She joined Cardi-
nal Michael Czerny, interim prefect of the Vatican Dicastery for Pro-
moting Integral Human Development; Archbishop Borys Gudziak of 
Philadelphia, head of the Department of External Church Relations 
for the Byzantine-rite Ukrainian Catholic Church; Laurie Johnston, 
associate professor of theology and religious studies at Emmanuel 
College, Boston, and executive vice president of the Sant'Egidio 
Foundation for Peace and Dialogue; and Gerard O'Connell, Vatican 
correspondent for America magazine and author of The Election of 
Pope Francis: An Inside Story of the Conclave That Changed History. 
Stawnychy said Caritas had set up contingency plans and, in the be-
ginning, its welcome centers were serving people mostly just in tran-
sit. "We've seen a change," she said. The people being helped are 
"more vulnerable now. The people who are coming now are the 
people who are under fire."

Peacocks' togetherness, respect seen 

as factors in team's record season

JERSEY CITY, N.J. (CNS) — Was it a miracle? "Astounding," is 
how Jesuit Father Andrew Downing described it. He watched with 
delight as the men's basketball team at his small Jesuit university 
leaped into the national spotlight in a historic tournament run to the 
Elite Eight. It was the first time a college basketball team ranked so 
low went so far. Call it a Cinderella story. Or a David versus Goliath 
moment. Whatever it was, Father Downing and the entire nation 
couldn't get enough of their Saint Peter's University Peacocks. "It 
was miraculous in that no one, even most of us at the university, 
really thought we could go that far given our limitations and budget 
for our athletic programs," said Jesuit Father Rocco Danzi, parish ad-
ministrator of St. Aedan's: The Saint Peter's University Church. "It's 
pennies compared to the other bigger schools." In 2020, Saint Peter's 
spent $7.2 million on all its sports programs compared to the Univer-
sity of Kentucky's $138.3 million. The No. 15-seeded Peacocks upset 
Kentucky — a No. 2 seed — 85-79 to ignite their tournament run 
March 17. Two days after beating Kentucky, the Peacocks took care 
of Murray State, which had entered the game on a 21-game winning 
streak. By the time Saint Peter's held off No. 3-seeded Purdue and 
strutted into the quarterfinals, the excitement reached a feverish 
pitch. Saint Peter's tournament run ended March 27 with a loss to 
North Carolina.
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Catholic Voices

Why the supposed conflict between  
science and religion is tragic nonsense

Just last week, I had the joy of speaking at Youth Day 
at the Los Angeles Religious Education Congress. My au-
dience was about four hundred high school students from 
around the country, and my topic, at the request of the or-
ganizers of the congress, was the relationship between reli-
gion and science. They knew, as I have been arguing for 
years, that a major reason that many young people are dis-
affiliating from our churches is the supposed conflict be-
tween science and the faith. I told my young audience that 
this “war” is in fact a fantasy, an illusion, the fruit of a 
tragic misunderstanding. And I attempted to show this by 
looking at four themes, which I will briefly summarize in 
this article. 

First, in a very real sense, the modern physical 
sciences came from religion. The great founders of science 
— Kepler, Copernicus, Galileo, Newton, Descartes, etc. — 
were, without exception, trained in ecclesially sponsored 
schools and universities. It was under the aegis of the 
church that they took in their physics, their astronomy, and 
their mathematics. More specifically, they learned in those 
institutions two essentially theological truths necessary for 
the emergence of the experimental sciences — namely, 
that the universe is not God and that the universe, in every 
nook and cranny, is marked by intelligibility. If nature 
were divine — as indeed it is considered to be in many re-
ligions, philosophies, and mysticisms — then it could 
never be an apt subject for observation, analysis, and ex-
perimentation. And if nature were simply chaotic, void of 
form, it would never yield up the harmonies and patterned 
intelligibilities that scientists readily seek. When these two 
truths, which are both a function of the doctrine of crea-
tion, obtain, the sciences can get underway. 

Second, when science and theology are properly un-
derstood, they are not in conflict, since they are not com-
peting for primacy on the same playing field, like 
opposing football teams. Utilizing the scientific method, 
the physical sciences deal with events, objects, dynamics, 
and relationships within the empirically verifiable order. 
Theology, employing an entirely different method, deals 
with God and the things of God — and God is not an ob-
ject in the world, not a reality circumscribed within the 
context of nature. As Thomas Aquinas put it, God is not 
ens summum (highest being), but rather ipsum esse (the act 
of being as such) — which is to say, God is not a being 

among beings, but instead the reason why there is an em-
pirically observable universe at all. In this way, he is like 
the author of a richly complex novel. Charles Dickens 
never appears as a character in any of his sprawling narra-
tives, yet he is the reason why any of those characters exist 
at all. Accordingly, the sciences, as such, can never adjudi-
cate the question of God’s existence nor speak of his activ-
ity or attributes. Another type of rationality — not in 
competition with scientific rationality — is required for 
the determination of those matters. 

And this brings me to my third point: scientism is not 
science. Sadly rampant today, especially among the young, 
scientism is the reduction of all knowledge to the scientific 
form of knowledge. The undeniable success of the physi-
cal sciences and the extraordinary usefulness of the tech-
nologies to which they have given rise have produced in 
the minds of many this conviction, but it represents a 
tragic impoverishment. A chemist might be able to tell us 
the chemical makeup of the paints that Michelangelo used 
on the Sistine Ceiling, but he couldn’t, qua scientist, tell us 
a thing about what makes that work of art so beautiful. A 
geologist might be able to tell us the stratification of the 
earth below the city of Chicago, but he could never, again 
qua scientist, tell us whether that city is being justly or un-
justly governed. There isn’t a trace of the scientific method 
in Romeo and Juliet, but who would be so stupid as to as-
sert that that play tells us nothing true about the nature of 
love. In a similar way, the great texts of the Bible and the 
theological tradition are not “scientific,” but they neverthe-
less speak the profoundest truths about God, creation, sin, 
redemption, grace, etc. Both the cause and effect of scien-
tism, sadly, is the attenuation of the liberal arts in our insti-
tutions of higher education. Rather than appreciating 

literature, history, philosophy, and religion as conduits of 
objective truth, many today relegate these to the arena of 
subjective feeling or subject them to withering ideological 
criticism. 

My fourth and final point is this: Galileo is one para-
graph in one chapter of a very long book. The great astron-
omer is often invoked as the patron saint of heroic 
scientists struggling to free themselves from the obscuran-
tism and irrationality of religion. The censorship of his 
books by the church, and the great scientist’s virtual im-
prisonment at the behest of the pope, is taken as the dark 
paradigm of the church/science relationship. Obviously, 
the Galileo episode was hardly the church’s finest moment, 
and in point of fact, John Paul II, expressing real con-
trition, explicitly apologized for it. But to use it as the lens 
for viewing the play between faith and science is crucially 
inadequate. There have been, from the earliest days of the 
modern sciences, thousands of deeply religious people in-
volved in scientific research and investigation. To name 
just a handful: Copernicus, revolutionary cosmologist and 
a third order Dominican; Nicholas Steno, the father of ge-
ology and a bishop of the church; Louis Pasteur, one of the 
founders of microbiology and a devout Catholic layman; 
Gregor Mendel, the father of modern genetics and an Au-
gustinian friar; Georges Lemaître, formulator of the Big 
Bang theory of cosmic origins and a Catholic priest; Mary 
Kenneth Keller, the first woman in the United States to re-
ceive a doctorate in computer science and a Catholic reli-
gious sister. I believe it is fair to say that all of these 
figures understood the fundamental points that I have laid 
out in this article and therefore saw that they could be 
utterly devoted to both their science and their faith. 

In conclusion, I might especially urge Catholic scien-
tists today — researchers, physicians, physicists, astron-
omers, chemists, etc. — to talk to young people about this 
issue. Tell them why the supposed warfare between reli-
gion and science is in fact a delusion, and even more im-
portantly, show them how you have reconciled them in 
your own life. We simply cannot allow this silly justifica-
tion for disaffiliation to stand. 

- - - 
Bishop Robert Barron is the founder of Word on Fire 

Catholic Ministries and Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdio-
cese of Los Angeles.

Bishop Robert Barron 
 

Word on Fire 
Ministries

Trying not to make 
God look bad

For fifteen years, I 
taught a course enti-
tled The Theology of 
God. The students in 
that course were pre-
dominately seminar-
ians preparing for 
ministry, along with a 
number of lay students 
who were preparing to 
serve as ministers in 
various capacities in 
their churches. I would always teach what the curriculum called 
for: the key biblical revelations about the nature of God and God’s 
actions in history, some salient perspectives from the Patristics on 
God’s nature and actions, the historical development of the dog-
matic definitions about God, plus some speculative notions on the 
trinity, ranging from Saint Augustine to Karl Rahner to Catherine 
Lacugna. But my overriding emphasis, like a leit motif, was always 
this. I would tell the students: whatever else you do in your pastoral 
practice and preaching, try not to make God look stupid!  

Nothing is as important in our teaching, preaching, and pastoral 
activities as is the notion we convey of the God who underwrites it 
all. Every homily we preach, every catechetical or sacramental 
teaching we give, and every pastoral practice we engage in reflects 
the God who undergirds it. If our teaching is narrow and petty, we 
make God look narrow and petty. If our pastoral practice lacks un-
derstanding and compassion, we make God lack understanding and 
compassion. If we are legalistic, we make God legalistic. If we are 
tribal, nationalistic, or racist, we make God tribal, nationalistic, and 
racist. If we do things that befuddle common sense, we make God 
the enemy of common sense.  Crassly stated, when we do stupid 
things in our ministry, we make God look stupid.   

In all of our preaching, teaching, and pastoral practice we need 
to work at rescuing God from arbitrariness, narrowness, legalism, 
rigidity, racism, tribalism, nationalism, and everything that’s nar-
row, legalistic, and petty that, through us, gets associated with God. 
Anything we do in the name of God reflects God. 

It’s no accident that atheism, anti-clericalism, and most of the 
negativity leveled against the church and religion today can always 
point to some bad theology or church practice on which to base it-
self. Atheism is always a parasite, feeding off bad religion. So too  
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Father Ron  
Rolheiser

Mary, woman of wonders  
against the lords of war

It is with sadness and puzzlement that our world 
witnesses the invasion of Ukraine, a sovereign na-
tion, by its neighbor Russia, an exponentially more 
powerful country politically, economically and mili-
tarily. 

Of concern for everyone are the global con-
sequences that this situation may unleash. Many fear 
the destabilization of Europe and potentially other 
parts of the world; others the encouragement of other 
large nations to invade smaller neighbors. Most 
chilling are the prospects of a world war using nu-
clear weapons. 

Only in a few weeks, the brutal use of power of 
Russia against Ukraine has led to increased mili-
tarization or the promise to move in that direction 
everywhere. Countries are announcing increases in 
military spending. The production and distribution of 
weapons, legally and illegally, will likely see a spike. 

This seems like prime time for leaders who, in-
stead of seeking the common good of the people 
they are called to serve, act as lords of war. I use the 
male term "lords" because practically all abusing 
their power to extol pain and death are men. Can we 
call them leaders? What idea of leadership inhabits 
their minds and hearts? 

The Ukraine-Russia clash is not the only armed 
conflict that risks the disruption of regional and 
global peace. Several other nations are currently en-
gaged in civil wars, fights against terrorist groups 
and confrontations with organized crime such as 
drug cartels. 

The death toll in those conflicts is breathtaking. 
One human being killed as a result of war is too 
many. Our world seems to have developed some tol-
eration for conflict and death as a result of war. 
People are being displaced, families separated and 
futures shattered. Remember that often in the midst 
of war women, children and the elderly carry the 
brunt. 

I want to cry out, "stop." For everyone's sake, for 
our children, for our families, for the future of our 
world, "please stop." If there were only an easy way 
to bring this madness to a halt. I feel like a voice in 
the desert. Not alone, however. My voice joins other 

voices, but who is listening? I hear Pope Francis and 
many other leaders call for peace. Who is listening? 

Can anyone do something about this? As I speak 
with my young children about war and its con-
sequences, they ask me if there is someone like 
Wonder Woman, in reference to the 2017 film about 
the beloved superhero, who could just go into the 
battlefield, topple tanks, dodge bullets and stop wars. 
Can anyone like her take on the lords of war of our 
time? In the film, Wonder Woman stops and brings 
the mythical Ares, the Greek god of war living dis-
guised among humans promoting conflict, to his de-
mise. 

I smile and wish it were that easy. Yet, it occurs 
to me that we have Mary, the mother of Jesus, 
woman of wonders. In times of war and struggle, 
Catholics for centuries have turned to her in prayer. 
It is not accidental that one of her most popular titles 
is Queen of Peace. 

On Friday, March 25, 2022, I attended a Mass 
with hundreds of people, joining Pope Francis and 
millions of Catholics throughout the world, to con-
secrate humanity, particularly Ukraine and Russia, to 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

It is through actions like this, I think, that the 
Virgin Mary is already working wonders. I see Mary 
taking on the lords of war of our day, bringing us to-
gether, in the name of Jesus, to ponder about the dig-
nity of every human life. That is the greatest miracle 
that can bring entire wars to an end. 

- - - 
Ospino is professor of theology and religious 

education at Boston College.

Hosffman Ospino 
Catholic News Service 
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Voces Catolicas
Tratando de no hacer  
a Dios parecer malo

Durante quince años dirigí un curso titulado 
Teología de Dios. Los estudiantes de ese curso 
eran predominantemente seminaristas que se pre-
paraban para el ministerio, junto con algunos es-
tudiantes laicos que estaban preparándose para 
servir como ministros en diversos puestos de sus 
parroquias. Yo siempre enseñaba lo que el currí-
culo requería: las revelaciones bíblicas fundamen-
tales sobre la naturaleza de Dios y las acciones de 
Dios en la historia, algunas sobresalientes per-
spectivas de la Patrística sobre la naturaleza y ac-
ciones de Dios, el desarrollo histórico de las 
definiciones dogmáticas sobre Dios, más algunas 
nociones especulativas sobre la Trinidad, abar-
cando desde san Agustín hasta Karl Rahner y 
Catherine LaCugna Pero mi énfasis principal, 
como un Leitmotiv, era siempre este. Les decía a 
los estudiantes: ¡hagáis lo que hagáis en vuestra 
práctica y predicación pastoral, tratad de no hacer 
a Dios parecer estúpido! 

Nada es tan importante en nuestra enseñanza, 
predicación y actividades pastorales como la no-
ción que transmitimos de Dios que suscribe todo. 
Cada homilía que predicamos, cada enseñanza 
catequética o sacramental que damos, y cada 
práctica pastoral en la que nos empeñamos refleja 
al Dios que la sustenta. Si nuestra enseñanza es 
estrecha y trivial, hacemos que Dios parezca es-
trecho y trivial. Si nuestra práctica pastoral está 
falta de comprensión y compasión, hacemos a 
Dios falto de comprensión y compasión. Si somos 
legalistas, hacemos a Dios legalista. Si somos 
tribales, nacionalistas o racistas, hacemos a Dios 
tribal, nacionalista y racista. Si hacemos cosas 
que perturban el sentido común, hacemos a Dios 
el enemigo del sentido común. Toscamente indi-
cado, cuando hacemos cosas estúpidas en nuestro 
ministerio, hacemos que Dios parezca estúpido. 

En toda nuestra predicación, enseñanza y 
práctica pastoral, necesitamos trabajar por resca-
tar a Dios de la arbitrariedad, cerrazón, legalismo, 
rigidez, racismo, tribalismo, nacionalismo y todo 
lo que es estrecho, legalista y mezquino que, a 
través de nosotros, resulta asociado con Dios. 
Todo lo que hacemos en el nombre de Dios re-
fleja a Dios. 

No es casualidad que el ateísmo, el anticleri-
calismo y la mayor parte de la negatividad diri-
gida contra la iglesia y la religión hoy pueda 
apuntar siempre a alguna mala teología y práctica 
eclesial en la que basarse. El ateísmo es siempre 
un parásito que se alimenta de la mala religión. 
Así es también la mayor parte de la negatividad 
existente hacia las iglesias, que prevalece hoy. Las 
actitudes contra la iglesia se alimentan de la mala 
religión, y así nosotros que predicamos, enseña-
mos y administramos en el nombre de Dios nece-
sitamos hacer examen a la luz de esas críticas. 

Igualmente, necesitamos la honestidad de ad-
mitir que hemos dañado seriamente a muchas per-
sonas por la rigidez de algunas de nuestras 
prácticas pastorales que no reflejan a un Dios de 
comprensión, compasión e inteligencia, sino, al 
contrario, sugieren que Dios es arbitrario, legal-
ista y no muy inteligente. 

Digo esto sintiéndome comprensivo. No es 

fácil reflejar a Dios adecuadamente, pero debe-
mos intentar, intentar reflejar mejor al Dios que 
Jesús encarnó. ¿Cuáles son las señales de ese 
Dios? 

Primera, ese Dios no tiene favoritos. Ninguna 
persona, raza, género ni nación es más favorecida 
que otras por ese Dios. Todos somos privilegia-
dos. Ese Dios tiene también claro que no son sólo 
aquellos que profesan a Dios y la religión explíci-
tamente los que son personas de fe, sino también 
aquellos -al margen de su fe explícita o práctica 
eclesial- que hacen la voluntad de Dios en la 
tierra. 

Segunda, ese Dios es escandalosamente com-
prensivo y compasivo, especialmente para con los 
débiles y los pecadores. Ese Dios está deseando 
sentarse con los pecadores sin pedirles antes que 
limpien sus vidas. Además, ese Dios nos pide que 
seamos compasivos con los pecadores de la 
misma manera que con los santos, y que los 
amemos igualmente. Ese Dios no tiene amor pref-
erencial por los virtuosos. 

Además, ese Dios es crítico para con aquellos 
que, cualquiera que sea su sinceridad, intentan 
bloquear el acceso a él. Ese Dios nunca es defen-
sivo, sino se entrega a la muerte antes que defen-
derse; nunca paga odio con odio, y muere 
amando y perdonando a aquellos que lo están 
matando. 

Finalmente -y centralmente- ese Dios es ante 
todo buena noticia para los pobres. Cualquier pre-
dicación en el nombre de Dios que no sea buena 
noticia para los pobres no es el evangelio. 

Esos son los atributos del Dios que Jesús en-
carnó, y necesitamos tener en cuenta a ese Dios 
en todas nuestras predicaciones, enseñanzas y 
prácticas pastorales, aun cuando seamos sensibles 
a los límites apropiados y las demandas de la 
enseñanza ortodoxa. 

Las cuestiones pastorales complejas siempre 
estarán con nosotros, y esto no está sugiriendo 
que estas dificultades sean resueltas simplista-
mente. La verdad nos mantiene libres y las de-
mandas del discipulado son, por propia admisión 
de Jesús, exigentes. Sin embargo, admitido eso, la 
compasión, la misericordia y la inteligencia de 
Dios necesita siempre ser aún reflejada en toda 
acción pastoral que hacemos. De otra manera, 
Dios parece arbitrario, tribal, cruel y antitético al 
amor. El Cristianismo, como dice Marilynne Rob-
inson, es una narrativa demasiado grande para ser 
suscrita por cualquier cuento menor, y eso prohi-
biría especialmente su ser subordinado a la estre-
chez, legalismo, falta de compasión y falta de 
sentido común.

Padre Ron  
Rolheiser

María, mujer que hace  
maravillas vs. los  

artífices de la guerra
Nuestro mundo observa con tristeza 

y confusión la invasión de Ucrania, una 
nación soberana, por parte de su vecino, 
Rusia, un país exponencialmente más 
poderoso a nivel político, económico y 
militar. 

Es notable el nivel de preocupación 
que existe en cuanto a las consecuencias 
que esta situación puede tener. Algunos 
temen la desestabilización de Europa y 
posiblemente de otras partes del mundo. 
Otros piensan que estas acciones pueden 
motivar a otras naciones grandes a inva-
dir a sus vecinos más pequeños. Más 
aterrador es la posibilidad de una guerra 
mundial usando armas nucleares. 

En tan sólo unas semanas, el uso de-
spiadado de poder por parte de Rusia 
contra Ucrania ha llevado a muchas na-
ciones a contemplar más abiertamente la 
idea de una mayor militarización. Varios 
países están anunciando incrementos en 
los presupuestos militares. La producción 
y distribución de armas, legal e ilegal-
mente, seguramente se dispararán. 

Este es un momento que parece pro-
picio para aquellos líderes que en lugar 
de buscar el bien común de los pueblos a 
los que están llamados a servir, prefieren 
servir como artífices de la guerra. Prácti-
camente la mayoría de estos artífices de 
la guerra, abusando su poder para infligir 
dolor y muerte, son varones. ¿Les pode-
mos llamar líderes? ¿Qué idea de lider-
azgo reside en sus mentes y corazones? 

La invasión de Ucrania por parte de 
Rusia no es el único conflicto armado 
que puede generar disrupciones region-
ales y globales. Otras naciones se en-
cuentran actualmente sumidas en guerras 
civiles, luchas contra grupos terroristas y 
confrontaciones con grupos de crimen or-
ganizado, como en el caso de los carteles 
de la droga. 

El número de personas que pierden 
la vida en esos conflictos es simplemente 
perturbador. Un ser humano que muera 
como resultado de la guerra ya es exceso. 
Nuestro mundo parece haber desarrol-
lado cierta tolerancia hacia los conflictos 
violentos y las muertes que resultan de la 
guerra. Muchas personas están siendo 
desplazadas, familias separadas y futuros 
arruinados. No olvidemos que por lo gen-
eral son las mujeres, los niños y los anci-
anos quienes pagan el precio más alto de 
las guerras. 

Quisiera gritar, "¡basta!" Por el bien 
de todos, de nuestros hijos e hijas y de 
nuestras familias, por el futuro de nuestro 
mundo, "por favor, basta". Si tan sólo hu-
biera una manera simple de contener esta 

absurdidad. Me siento como una voz en 
el desierto. Sin embargo, no una voz que 
está sola. Mi voz se une a otras voces. 
Pero, ¿quién está escuchando? Oigo al 
papa Francisco y a otros líderes clamar 
por la paz. ¿Quién está escuchando? 

¿Puede alguien hacer algo con rela-
ción a esta situación? Al hablar sobre la 
guerra y sus consecuencias con mis hijos, 
quienes son pequeños, me preguntan si 
hay alguien como la Mujer Maravilla, re-
firiéndose a la película del año 2017 
sobre esta heroína ficcional, quien pueda 
entrar al campo de batalla, derribar 
tanques, evitar proyectiles y detener guer-
ras. 

¿Puede alguien como ella confrontar 
a los artífices de la guerra en nuestro 
tiempo? En la película, la Mujer Mara-
villa se enfrenta a Ares, el dios griego de 
la guerra, quien vive incógnito entre los 
humanos promoviendo conflicto, lo de-
tiene y lo derrota. 

Al escucharles, sonrío y desearía que 
fuera así de fácil. Al mismo tiempo se me 
ocurre que tenemos a María, la madre de 
Jesús, una mujer que hace maravillas. En 
tiempos de guerra y dificultad, por siglos 
los católicos hemos girado nuestra aten-
ción hacia ella en oración. No es en vano 
que uno de sus títulos más conocidos sea 
el de Reina de la paz. 

El viernes 25 de marzo del 2022 es-
tuve en una Misa con cientos de per-
sonas, unido al papa Francisco y a 
millones de católicos en el mundo entero, 
consagrando a la humanidad y especial-
mente a Ucrania y a Rusia, al Inmaculado 
Corazón de María. 

Creo que es por medio de acciones 
como ésta que la Virgen María hace 
grandes maravillas. Veo a María confron-
tando a los artífices de la guerra en nues-
tro día reuniéndonos, en el nombre de 
Jesús, para contemplar y afirmar la digni-
dad de todo ser humano. Me parece que 
tal es el regalo más maravilloso que 
puede detener cualquier guerra. 

- - - 
Ospino es profesor de teología y edu-

cación religiosa en Boston College.

Hosffman  
Ospino 

Catholic News  
Service 

 
Caminando  

Juntos

Dando la bienvenida a nuevos católicos y los que regresan en la Pascua de Resurrección
Cada año, al celebrar la Pascua de Resurrección, la 

Iglesia Católica da la bienvenida a miles de personas que 
entran en comunión total con la iglesia. Durante las misas 
de la Vigilia Pascual en parroquias de todo el país, adultos 
y jóvenes son bautizados, y otros también reciben el sacra-
mento de la Eucaristía y confirmación. Siempre he consid-
erado que el recibimiento de nuestros hermanos y 
hermanas en esta Misa es una gran fuente de alegría y es-
peranza. 

La Pascua es también una oportunidad para dar la 
bienvenida a los católicos que regresan a nuestras parro-
quias. Cada uno de ellos tiene una historia personal detrás 
de su alejamiento; sus razones pueden ser heridas, decep-
ciones, desacuerdos, malentendidos, la lista continúa. 

Mi padre se alejó de la fe durante muchos años. 
Aunque su viaje de regreso a casa tomó un tiempo, se en-
contró con la misericordia y el perdón de Dios a través de 
un sacerdote que lo recibió con los brazos abiertos, como 
el padre que corrió al encuentro y bienvenida de su hijo 
pródigo (Lc 15:11-32). 

Nuestra familia también lo apoyó en su viaje espiritual. 
Y como dice mi padre, se necesita más valor para regresar 
que para alejarse. 

Alguien me dijo una vez que el regreso suele ser una 
experiencia muy solitaria. Sin embargo, no tiene por qué 
ser así. El programa de Landings de los Padres Paulistas 
ayuda a las parroquias en los Estados Unidos y en el ex-
tranjero a acompañar a los católicos que regresan en su 

viaje de vuelta a la fe de una manera acogedora y sin pre-
juicios. 

El año pasado, debido a la pandemia, Landings lanzó 
un programa virtual y fui parte del equipo de bienvenida; 
la oportunidad de ser un discípulo misionero fue inspira-
dora y reveladora. Escuchar los testimonios de personas 
que regresaron a la fe y ahora están ayudando a otros me 
permitió ver cómo los voluntarios comprometidos con este 
ministerio canalizan milagros en la vida de muchos. 

En su homilía de la Vigilia Pascual del 2021, el papa 
Francisco nos recordó el mensaje del Señor Resucitado a 
sus discípulos, animándolos a ir a Galilea y comenzar una 
nueva vida. 

"Siempre es posible volver a empezar, porque siempre 
existe una vida nueva que Dios es capaz de reiniciar en no-
sotros más allá de todos nuestros fracasos. Incluso de los 
escombros de nuestro corazón -- cada uno de nosotros los 

sabe, conoce las ruinas de su propio corazón --, incluso de 
los escombros de nuestro corazón Dios puede construir una 
obra de arte, aun de los restos arruinados de nuestra hu-
manidad Dios prepara una nueva historia. Él nos precede 
siempre: en la cruz del sufrimiento, de la desolación y de la 
muerte, así como en la gloria de una vida que resurge, de 
una historia que cambia, de una esperanza que renace", 
dijo el papa Francisco. 

El papa continúa diciendo, "En esta Galilea experimen-
tamos el asombro que produce el amor infinito del Señor, 
que traza senderos nuevos dentro de los caminos de nues-
tras derrotas". 

En este tiempo todos estamos invitados de nuevo a en-
contrarnos con Cristo resucitado dondequiera que estemos 
en nuestro camino de fe y en las pruebas de nuestras vidas. 

Si sienten el llamado en sus corazones, mantengan en 
sus oraciones a los que en esta temporada se unen a la igle-
sia y a los que buscan el valor para volver a la fe católica. 

Ruego porque en este tiempo, todos seamos discípulos 
en nuestro camino a Galilea para encontrar a Cristo, y que 
nos encontremos con quienes están en sus periferias exis-
tenciales y los acompañemos en sus alegrías y sufrimien-
tos, compartiendo con ellos el amor infinito de Cristo 
resucitado. 

- - - 
Norma Montenegro Flynn es una periodista católica 

independiente y coordinadora de programas para Land-
ings International.

Norma Montenegro Flynn 
Catholic News Service 

 
Faith Alive



Like many people, I have spent the past few weeks 
watching and reading the news out of Ukraine. Images 
of desperate refugees fleeing home, of men pressed 
into service, of mass graves are now firmly lodged in 
my mind. 

I had to turn the television off one afternoon after 
watching a young man say goodbye to his wife and 
children, only later to turn it on again to see someone 
else's children being treated for life-altering injuries in 
a hospital. 

"I watched my mother die," a battered girl said to 
the camera. 

It is hard to know what to say in the face of such 
devastation. When I asked my uncle, a Vietnam War 
veteran, how he was doing with the news, he quietly 
but firmly said to me, "All war is senseless." 

His remarks prompted me to revisit The Things 
They Carried, Tim O'Brien's 1990 fictional master-
piece on the Vietnam War. 

The first chapter is to my mind one of the greatest 
openings to a book ever written. O'Brien introduces 
his servicemen by detailing the things that they carry 
— what they brought with them overseas, what 
weapons and supplies they were required to have 
based on their rank and mission, what good luck 
charms they placed in their pockets for their own safe-
keeping. 

With each long, detailed list, the absurdity of war 
becomes clearer. 

Interwoven with these material items O'Brien 
chronicles are immaterial things the men carried with 
them: 

"For the most part, they carried themselves with 
poise, a kind of dignity." 

"They carried the land itself — Vietnam, the pal-
ace, the soil — a powdery orange-red dust that cov-
ered their boots and fatigues and faces." 

"They carried all of the emotional baggage of men 
who might die. Grief, terror, love, longing — these 
were the intangibles, but the intangibles had their own 
mass and specific gravity, they had tangible weight." 

 
See URENECK, Page 19 

When I was a boy, there was a revolution in Hun-
gary against the communist government. The Soviet 
Union put it down brutally. Several hundred thousand 
Hungarians fled the country, some for the United 
States. 

My grandfather took in one family. They moved 
into the little white house where I was born and stayed 
for a year or two, until the dad found a job in a local 
auto body shop. The children were a wonder to us. 
Their clothes were different. We had never heard a lan-
guage other than English. 

I've been thinking about this as I have watched the 
news about the invasion of Ukraine. The Russians 
have bombed civilian areas, and more than 3 million 
people have fled the country. Sixty percent of them 
have gone to Poland, their neighbor to the west. Most 
are women and children. The men stay behind to fight. 

The Polish government has provided an easy off-
ramp. It is accepting refugees without a passport. It is 
drafting a bill to allow Ukrainians social benefits 
available to permanent residents. Arrivals at the border 
are taken by tour buses to reception centers where they 
can get food and beds, medical care and legal services. 

The European Council has approved a Temporary 
Protection Directive that will allow Ukrainians to stay 
in EU member states for up to three years. During that 
time, they can work and get access to housing, medical 
services and education. 

These are generous policies, to be sure. But what I 
have marveled at are the nightly reports of ordinary 
people taking refugees into their homes. The New York 
Times reports that more than 500,000 Poles have 

joined a Facebook group that coordinates support. 
These families don't have a spare house like my 

grandfather did. The Times spoke with one couple who 
moved their 5-year-old daughter into their bedroom to 
make space for a mother and her 2-year-old son. 

Imagine living in that household. Overnight, your 
food bill doubles. Guests need anything they have not 
crammed into a suitcase. They likely have little money 
(hryvnia, not euros). Evenings around the table are not 
like a visit from your college roommate. These are 
strangers. Poles and Ukrainians are Slavs, so there is a 
rough linguistic similarity, but they're not like Danes 
and Swedes. Any conversation is work. 

To most Americans, this prospect seems strange 
and off-putting. As Father Henri Nouwen once ob-
served, here "the assumption is that strangers are a po-
tential danger and that it is up to them to disprove it." 
We protect our apartments with dogs and double locks. 
We no longer pick up hitchhikers. We teach our  
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Too much  
morphine?

To help people navi-
gate some of the complex 
decisions involved in 
end-of-life situations, the 
National Catholic Bio-
ethics Center offers a 
free and confidential 
consultation service via 
e-mail or phone. Often 
we are asked about the 
appropriate use of mor-
phine and other opioids. 
Family members may be understandably concerned about the 
potential for overdosing their loved ones, as hospice workers ap-
pear to “ramp up” the morphine rapidly, especially in the last 
few hours of life. 

What principles can guide us in the appropriate use of mor-
phine near the end of life? It can be helpful to summarize a few 
key points here. 

Morphine and other opioids can be very useful — indeed, 
invaluable — in controlling pain and reducing suffering for 
many patients near the end of life. Morphine is also used to alle-
viate anxiety and labored breathing. Opioids are highly effective 
pain management tools in the toolbox of palliative care and hos-
pice specialists. 

These drugs need to be used carefully, since very high doses 
are capable of suppressing a patient’s ability to breathe, which 
can lead to death. 

Medically appropriate use of these drugs for pain manage-
ment will involve the important concept of titration. Dosage ti-
tration means giving enough medication to dull or limit the pain, 
but not going so far as to cause unconsciousness or death. This 
implies continually assessing and adjusting the balance of a drug 
to assure it is effective and not unduly harmful. In other words, 
pain medications should be dispensed in response to concrete in-
dicators of pain and discomfort, so that patients can have their 
pain-relief needs met but not be unnecessarily over-medicated. 

Practically speaking, it is important to pay attention to signs 
of discomfort that a patient may be manifesting, whether gri-
macing, twitching, crying, flailing extremities, or other move-
ments. Such objective indicators should guide those making 
dosing decisions as they seek to control pain and limit discom-
fort. 

As families receive advice about how to care for their loved 
ones, and try to make good decisions on their behalf, one ques-
tion that should be asked is, “What is the reason someone is 
being given (or is being advised to receive) pain medication?" Is 
the medication being provided because the patient is actually ex-
periencing pain, or for some other reason, such as an intent to 
hasten death? This can be an important factor in determining 
whether the administration of a particular pain medication 
would be ethical or not. 

By carefully dispensing pain medications without rendering 
patients lethargic or semi-comatose, to the extent possible, we 
afford them the opportunity to make preparations for their death 
while still conscious. In general, patients should not be deprived 
of alertness or consciousness except to mitigate excruciating or 
otherwise unbearable pain.  

In order to address situations of escalating pain, it may be-
come necessary to administer higher and higher doses of mor-
phine or other opioids. At a certain point, we may face the 
prospect that the next dose we provide to properly control the 
pain will be so high that it will suppress the patient’s breathing, 
leading to death. The principle of double effect can guide and 
assist us in such cases. When the clinical requirement of proper 
titration of pain medications is carried out, and the other con-
ditions of the principle are satisfied, a strict and appropriate use 
of pain medication in this manner can be allowable, even when 
it may indirectly or unintentionally contribute to an individual’s 
demise.  

This has been helpfully summed up in Directive 61 of the 
Ethical and Religious Directives of the US Conference of Cath-
olic Bishops, which reminds us that, “Medicines capable of alle-
viating or suppressing pain may be given to a dying person, 
even if this therapy may indirectly shorten the person's life so 
long as the intent is not to hasten death. Patients experiencing 
suffering that cannot be alleviated should be helped to appreci-
ate the Christian understanding of redemptive suffering.” 

In situations of truly intractable pain, it can be legitimate to 
employ “palliative sedation,” which involves the decision to 
render a patient unconscious during his or her final hours. This 
should be done with proper consent, obtained from the patient or 
the designated surrogate. It is important to avoid any suicidal in-
tention and to ensure that other duties, such as receiving the last 
sacraments and saying goodbye to loved ones, have been ful-
filled. 

Such careful attention to pain management is of paramount 
importance in end-of-life care and supports both the patient and 
the family in a dignified way during the dying process. 

- - - 
Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his doctorate in 

neuroscience from Yale and did post-doctoral work at Harvard. 
He is a priest of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves as the 
Director of Education at The National Catholic Bioethics 
Center in Philadelphia. See www.ncbcenter.org and www.fa-
thertad.com. 

Father Tad  
Pacholczyk 

 
Making Sense  
of  Bioethics

Catholic Voices

Come on in

Think you're 'failing' at Lent?  
Think again.

I really wanted the Sonic drink. 
It had been a very long day — with grocery runs 

and sniffly kids and two hours of live radio and at-
tempting to keep a house moderately less filthy — and 
all I wanted was to drive into a spot at Sonic and order 
a large Coke with lime, easy ice. 

It's my weakness, that drink. Occasionally I'll add 
cherry flavor, but generally, just the lime. 

But it was the first Friday of Lent, and I gave up 
Sonic for Lent. So there I was sitting at the stoplight, 
fighting myself on whether or not I would turn left to 
Sonic or right to get home. 

The honking pickup truck behind me snapped me 
from my momentary battle back to reality. "You can-
not fail at Lent already" bounced through my mind. 

Right I turned. To home I went. No Sonic Coke 
with lime in hand. 

I wasn't happy about it. Who would be. But I did 
feel somewhat accomplished as we sat down to our 
first Lenten meatless meal of air fried fish sticks and 
popcorn shrimp, having stuck to the most basic of 
Lenten fasting by not going to spend $2.50 on a large 
soft drink on the day that we're invited to even more 
intentionally fast. 

But as my pride swelled thinking of this tiny 
Lenten fasting victory, I felt a small nudge in my heart. 

"Was that enough of a fast? It's just a soda, after 
all. You could probably do more." 

From "I'm doing good" to "You aren't doing 

enough" in less than an hour, I suddenly began beating 
myself up. I was being far too easy on myself, having 
sacrificed just one measly Sonic drink, rather than 
choosing something more intense, more sacrificial, 
more obviously penitential. 

And so I went to bed that first Friday of Lent feel-
ing like a failure, even though I'd honored one of my 
Lenten commitments. I'd convinced myself I was 
somehow displeasing to God and a disgrace to the 
Lenten season. 

But I wasn't a failure because my Lenten sacrifice 
was small. If anything, I was "failing" because I was 
beginning to think of Lent as a competition, with my-
self and others (though I hadn't told anyone else what I 
was doing for the season). 

I had, only two full days in, turned Lent into this  
 

See McGRADY, Page 19 

Elise Italiano Ureneck 
Catholic News Service 

 
Finding God in All Things

John Garvey 
Catholic News Service 

 
Intellect and Virtue

The things they carry in Ukraine

Katie Prejean McGrady 
Catholic News Service 
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Catholic Voices

Immigration for the national interest
Can our broken immigration system be reformed? 

I believe it can be to meet our nation's labor, family 
reunification and humanitarian goals, and it can be 
done on the basis of sound information. 

America has been the land of immigrants. The 
Statue of Liberty and the poem, "The New Colossus," 
by Emma Lazarus, have been symbols of our nation. 
Unfortunately, the "golden door," referenced in Laza-
rus' poem, has always been closed to many. Reform 
of the immigration system must be done on the basis 
of national interest and not prejudices. 

Looking at the past 100 years, we see three 
periods. The 1920s had a national quota system ex-
cluding many Southern and Eastern Europeans, as 
well as Asians. 1965 saw the reform of that prej-
udicial law, which improved things. 

1980 to 1990 saw the passing of the Refugee Act 
of 1980, which put the U.S. in conformity with the 
international laws on refugee acceptance. In 1986, 
the Immigration Reform and Control Act legalized 
almost 3 million people. 

In 1996, concerns over continued undocumented 
immigration gave rise to new restrictive laws. Since 
1996, more restrictive laws and policies were passed, 
with immigration increasingly framed as a national 
security issue. 

Immigration policies should meet national needs. 
Unfortunately, these policies have been politicized. 
An evidence-based system should guide the political 
process and can bring about a just and fair system. 

One challenge is the regulation of undocumented 
people. This population is misunderstood and often 
demonized. The majority, however, have sought to 
build a secure life and contribute to their com-
munities. Since 2010, the number of undocumented 
immigrants has been decreasing. 

Unregulated immigration is not good for the 
country or for those without status who are excluded 
from full participation in our nation. As we look at 
reform, we must distinguish between different types 
of migrants and expand legal pathways for labor and 
family migration, as well as refugees, those seeking 
asylum and other humanitarian flows. 

Reform must begin by dealing with those without 
status, and any reform must be flexible and continu-
ous. Immigration reform deals with the lives of 
people and our national identity. We cannot revisit re-
form every 10 or 20 years. 

A major contributing factor of the undocumented 
population is the backlog in the family-based visa 
system, which can stretch for decades. Many people, 
tired of waiting for long periods of time, come to join 
their families rather than stay abroad. Also, having a 

functional asylum system is critical because of the 
turmoil in Central America and other countries. 

There are many children who have been brought 
here by their parents. These native-English speakers 
are well-integrated and deserve a chance to be edu-
cated and contribute to our nation. 

We must learn from both our past mistakes and 
successes. In the Immigration Reform and Control 
Act process, 300,000 undocumented residents were 
not able to legalize. Legalization must be complete 
and meet the needs of all people in the U.S. 

There is another older section of the immigration 
law that has been in effect since 1929, called "reg-
istry." This provision allows people who arrived be-
fore a certain date to obtain status and eventually 
citizenship. In 1929, the entry date for registry was 
1921. If immigrants had good moral character and 
had resided in the country since 1921, they could 
apply for permanent status. 

This program recognized the equitable ties devel-
oped in the U.S. over a long period of residence. It 
has allowed many who have owned homes, started 
businesses and had American-born children to re-
main. 

Congress last advanced the registry cutoff date in 
1986 when it moved the date forward to Jan. 1, 1972. 
In order to use the registry program today, an immi-
grant would need to have lived in the U.S. for more 
than 50 years. 

By changing this date to Jan. 1, 2012, Congress 
would be able to legalize the majority of the undoc-
umented population. In addition to changing the reg-
istry date one time, Congress should allow this date 
to advance automatically into perpetuity. 

This would prevent our nation from having long-
term undocumented immigrants and one way to put 
the U.S. on the road to having an immigration system 
that is truly in the national interest. 

- - - 
Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio is retired bishop of the 

Diocese of Brooklyn, N.Y. He writes the column 
"Walking With Migrants" for Catholic News Service.

Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio 
Catholic News Service 

 
Walking With Migrants

What kind of  
Christian do others 

think we are?
When Pope 

Francis announced 
that the next world 
Synod of Bishops 
would convene on 
the topic of syn-
odality, a lot of 
eyebrows were 
raised. A synod on 
synodality seemed 
redundant, a bit of 
abstract navel gaz-
ing when so many more tangible problems beset the church. 

So when the pope asked every diocese and major Catholic 
institutions to conduct their own listening sessions, and to in-
clude the input of those disaffected from the church as well as 
those highly committed souls who are the backbone of any 
parish, some eye rolling followed. 

Yet Pope Francis is serious in wanting a church that listens 
as well teaches. If the church is both "mater" (mother) and 
"magistra" (teacher), he wants a bit more of the mother at this 
stage, listening to those who feel left out or excluded. 

Listening, especially to one's critics, is difficult, however. 
In today's culture war environment, we feel we have to fight 
tooth and nail for issues like abortion, conscience protection or 
an end to the death penalty. Listening feels to some a bit like 
surrendering. 

So leave it to the Episcopalians to do some listening for 
us. 

A survey, released March 9 and conducted by the Episco-
pal Church, asked all sorts of Christians what their impression 
was of other Christians. And it asked nonbelievers what they 
thought of Christians as well. 

Not surprisingly, Christians generally gave themselves 
high marks as "compassionate," "loving" and "respectful." (In-
terestingly, Catholics graded us a bit lower than Protestants). 
However, non-Christians and nones (those without religious 
affiliation) gave their highest marks for "self-righteous," "hyp-
ocritical" and "judgmental." 

The nones were the harshest of all in their grading of 
Christians, which is unfortunate, since almost 30% of Ameri-
cans count themselves as nones. 

Other questions asked in the survey suggest Christians, in-
cluding Catholics, have a rather selective knowledge of Jesus' 
teachings, and that non-Christians and nones think Christians 
do not do a good job of representing the values and teachings  
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Greg Erlandson 
Catholic News Service 

 
Amid the Fray

Your cannonball moment
The weather was nasty as I hunkered on a Saturday 

morning over my computer with a cup of cocoa. Rain, 
wind and icy shards of snow battered the window in 
my attic office as if to remind me that spring remained 
elusive. 

In Ukraine, near to all our hearts right now, the 
Russians were advancing on Kyiv. Although this as-
sault dominated the news, there was still room for 
more dire climate predictions. 

Psychologists who had previously discussed how 
hurtful the years of COVID-19 isolation were are now 
called in to advise us on how to overcome our angst 
about Ukraine and its wider implications. 

Somehow, the weather and the news conspired to 
be an appropriate backdrop to Lent. 

We search for celebration, and our faith provides it: 
Who doesn't celebrate St. Patrick, apostle to the Celts, 
on March 17? And March 12 was the 400th anniver-
sary of the canonizations of St. Ignatius of Loyola, 
founder of the Jesuits, and his companion and great 
missionary, St. Francis Xavier. 

Our Ignatian Year continues. This means from May 
2021 until July 2022, we celebrate St. Ignatius, whose 
Spiritual Exercises continue to inspire millions. 

March 4-12 also marked the Novena of Grace. This 
is a preached novena observed in most Jesuit parishes 
throughout the world, celebrating St. Francis Xavier. 

In my former parish on Creighton University's 
campus in Omaha, Nebraska, this year's novena was li-
vestreamed, enabling me to participate. A variety of 
great preachers, both women and men, focused their at-
tention on cannonball moments. 

What's a cannonball moment? It's an event that 
changes the trajectory of our lives. 

When Ignatius was a young soldier, he was de-
voted to chivalry and military achievement as a path to 
glory and a way into young ladies' hearts. But at the 
Battle of Pamplona, a cannonball shattered his leg and 
his plans. 

The cannonball itself did not send Ignatius on his 
quest for God, one of our novena speakers said. It was 
what followed the cannonball that made all the differ-

ence. Ignatius found himself bedridden, bored, in pain. 
In a castle with no reading material save the Gospel 
and the lives of the saints, Ignatius found God. 

Another speaker told of being suddenly fired from 
the job in which he had felt successful. All he could 
think of after his boss blindsided him with that cannon-
ball were the words from Psalm 16 that had captured 
his imagination at Mass that very day: "You will show 
me the path to life, abounding joy in your presence." 

Those words brought him a strange sense of peace, 
of rightness. It strikes me that cannonball moments de-
mand this of us: that we pay attention, and grace fol-
lows. 

During this Ignatian Year, it's helpful to recall our 
own cannonball moments. Here's one of mine. 

Decades ago, I sent for a little booklet called "In-
vest Yourself," which listed volunteer opportunities 
throughout the U.S. There, in small print, I saw the 
words "Jesuit Volunteer Corps" and felt a certainty I've 
seldom experienced. I paid attention, and my life's 
whole future, where I would live, whom I would love, 
were changed by those words. 

A few weeks ago, few could have predicted Eu-
rope's cannonball moment. It reminds me again of 
those famous words of Gandalf from The Lord of the 
Rings: "All we have to decide is what to do with the 
time that is given us." 

That's our choice: to listen to God, to act with char-
ity, to fill the silence not with worry but with God, and 
celebrate a Lord who brings life out of the darkest of 
tombs.

Effie Caldarola 
Catholic News Service 

 
For the Journey
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is most of the negativity towards the 
churches which is prevalent today. Anti-
church attitudes feed on bad religion and 
thus we who preach, teach, and minister in 
the name of God need to scrutinize our-
selves in the light of those criticisms. 

As well, we need the honesty to admit 
that we have seriously hurt many persons 
by the rigidity of some of our pastoral prac-
tices that do not reflect a God of under-
standing, compassion, and intelligence, but 
instead suggest that God is arbitrary, legal-
istic, and not very intelligent. 

I say this in sympathy. It’s not easy to 
reflect God adequately, but we must try, try 
to reflect better the God that Jesus incar-

nated. What are the marks of that God? 
First, that God has no favorites. No one 

person, race, gender, or nation is more fa-
vored than others by that God. All are priv-
ileged. That God is also clear that it’s not 
only those who profess God and religion 
explicitly who are persons of faith, but also 
those, irrespective of their explicit faith or 
church practice, who do the will of God on 
earth. 

Next, that God is scandalously under-
standing and compassionate, especially to-
wards the weak and towards sinners. That 
God is willing to sit down with sinners 
without first asking them to clean up their 
lives. Moreover, that God asks us to be 
compassionate in the same way to both 
sinners and saints and to love them both 
equally. That God does not have preferen-
tial love for the virtuous. 

In addition, that God is critical of those 
who, whatever their sincerity, try to block 
access to him. That God is never defensive, 
but surrenders himself to death rather than 
defend himself, never meets hatred with 
hatred, and dies loving and forgiving those 
who are killing him. 

Finally, and centrally, that God is first 
of all good news for the poor. Any preach-
ing in God’s name that isn’t good news for 
the poor is not the gospel. 

Those are the attributes of the God who 
Jesus incarnated and we need to keep that 
God in mind in all of our preaching, teach-
ing, and pastoral practices, even as we are 
sensitive to proper boundaries and the de-
mands of orthodox teaching.   

Complex pastoral questions will al-
ways be with us and this is not suggesting 
that these issues be resolved simplistically. 

The truth sets us free and the demands of 
discipleship are, by Jesus own admission, 
harsh. However, with that being admitted, 
the compassion, mercy, and intelligence of 
God need always still to be reflected in 
every pastoral action we do. Otherwise, 
God looks arbitrary, tribal, cruel, and anti-
thetical to love. 

Christianity, as Marilynne Robinson 
says, is too great a narrative to be under-
written by any lesser tale and that should 
forbid especially its being subordinated to 
narrowness, legalism, lack of compassion, 
and lack of common sense.  

- - - 
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser is a theo-

logian, teacher, and award-winning author. 
He can be contacted through his website: 
www.ronrolheiser.com. Now on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser. 

ROLHEISER 
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EDICTAL SUMMONS  
April 1, 2022  

CASE: NEELY - FINLEY  
NO.: SO/22/09* 

 
The Tribunal Office of the Catholic Diocese of San Angelo is seek-

ing MALISSA FAYE FINLEY.  
You are hereby summoned to appear before the Tribunal of the 

Catholic Diocese of San Angelo, at 804 Ford Street, San Angelo, Texas 
76905, on or before the 30th day of April 2022, to answer to the Peti-
tion of JON GEYE NEELY, now introduced before the Diocesan Tribu-
nal in an action styled, "JON NEELY and MALISSA FINLEY, Petition 
for Declaration of Invalidity of Marriage." Said Petition is identified as 
Case: NEELY - FINLEY; Protocol No.: SO/22/09*, on the Tribunal 
Docket of the Diocese of San Angelo.  

You may communicate with the Tribunal in person or in writing. Fai-
lure to communicate within the prescribed period of time will be consid-
ered your consent for the Tribunal to continue its proceedings in the 
above-named case. 

 
Given at the Tribunal of the Diocese of San Angelo on the April 1, 

2022, 
 

Reverend Tom Barley, MSW, MBA, M. Div., JCL 
Judicial Vicar

EDICTAL SUMMONS  
April 1, 2022  

CASE: ZARATE (AGUILAR) - BUGARIN  
NO.: SO/22/10* 

 
The Tribunal Office of the Catholic Diocese of San Angelo is seeking 

LUCAS BUGARIN.  
You are hereby summoned to appear before the Tribunal of the Cath-

olic Diocese of San Angelo, at 804 Ford Street, San Angelo, Texas 
76905, on or before the 30th day of April 2022, to answer to the Petition 
of MARIANA ZARATE (AGUILAR), now introduced before the Diocesan 
Tribunal in an action styled, "MARIANA ZARATE (AGUILAR) and LUCAS 
BUGARIN, Petition for Declaration of Invalidity of Marriage." Said Petition 
is identified as Case: ZARATE (AGUILAR) - BUGARIN; Protocol No,: 
SO/22/10*, on the Tribunal Docket of the Diocese of San Angelo.  

You may communicate with the Tribunal in person or in writing. Fai-
lure to communicate within the prescribed period of time will be consid-
ered your consent for the Tribunal to continue its proceedings in the 
above-named case.  

 
Given at the Tribunal of the Diocese of San Angelo on the April 1, 

2022. 
 

Reverend Tom Barley, MSW, MBA, M. Div., JCL 
Judicial Vicar

conversion, for the eradication of that evil, 'so that 
it,' as the Mother of God of Fatima said, 'might not 
destroy other states, might not cause yet another 
world war.' We, as Christians, have a duty to pray 
for our enemies," he said. 

In Rome, the bells of St. Peter's Basilica rang 
out after Pope Francis concluded the Act of Con-
secration. 

In his homily during the Lenten penance serv-
ice, the pope acknowledged that the war in Uk-
raine, which "has overtaken so many people and 
caused suffering to all, has made each of us fearful 
and anxious." 

While calls to "not be afraid" may soothe one's 
helplessness in the face of war, violence and uncer-
tainty, the pope said that "human reassurance is not 
enough." 

"We need the closeness of God and the cer-
tainty of his forgiveness, and once renewed by it, 
Christians can also turn to Mary and present their 
needs and the needs of the world," he said. 

Pope Francis said the Act of Consecration was 
"no magic formula but a spiritual act" of trust by 
"children who, amid the tribulation of this cruel and 
senseless war that threatens our world, turn to their 
mother, reposing all their fears and pain in her heart 
and abandoning themselves to her." 

"It means placing in that pure and undefiled 
heart, where God is mirrored, the inestimable 
goods of fraternity and peace, all that we have and 
are, so that she, the mother whom the Lord has 
given us, may protect us and watch over us," the 
pope said. 

In his prayer, Pope Francis specifically asked 
Mary to be with those suffering directly because of 
the war. 

"May your maternal touch soothe those who 
suffer and flee from the rain of bombs," he prayed 
to Mary. "May your motherly embrace comfort 
those forced to leave their homes and their native 
land. May your sorrowful heart move us to com-
passion and inspire us to open our doors and to care 
for our brothers and sisters who are injured and cast 
aside." 

– – – 
Follow Arocho on Twitter: @arochoju

POPE 
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La consagración, señaló el arzobispo Shevchuk, "sig-
nifica que nunca es posible llegar a un acuerdo y coo-
perar con este mal que emerge de Rusia hoy". 

"Y es por eso que debemos orar por su conversión, 
por la erradicación de ese mal, 'para que', como dijo la 
Madre de Dios de Fátima, 'no destruya otros estados, no 
provoque otra guerra mundial'. Nosotros, como cristia-
nos, tenemos el deber de orar por nuestros enemigos", 
acotó. 

En Roma, las campanas de la Basílica de San Pedro 
sonaron después de que el papa Francisco concluyera el 
acto de consagración. 

En su homilía durante el servicio de penitencia de 
Cuaresma, el Sumo Pontífice reconoció que la guerra en 
Ucrania, que "ha alcanzado a tanta gente y ha causado su-
frimiento a todos, ha dejado, a cada uno de nosotros, 
temerosos y ansiosos". 

Si bien los llamados a "no tener miedo" pueden aliv-
iar la impotencia de uno frente a la guerra, a la violencia 
y a la incertidumbre, el papa dijo que "el dar consuelo no 
es suficiente". 

"Necesitamos la cercanía de Dios y la certeza de su 
perdón, y una vez renovados por él, los cristianos pueden 
volverse también a María y presentar sus necesidades y 
las del mundo", dijo. 

El papa Francisco dijo que el acto de consagración 
"no es una fórmula mágica sino un acto espiritual" de 
confianza por "los hijos que, en medio de la tribulación 
de esta guerra cruel y sin sentido que amenaza a nuestro 
mundo, se vuelven hacia su madre, depositando todos sus 
miedos y dolores en su corazón y abandonándose a ella". 

"Significa poner en ese corazón puro e inmaculado, 
donde se refleja Dios, los bienes inestimables de la frater-
nidad y de la paz, todo lo que tenemos y somos, para que 
ella, la madre que el Señor nos ha dado, nos proteja y nos 
cuide", indicó el papa. 

En su oración, el papa Francisco pidió específica-
mente a María que permanezca con los que sufren direc-
tamente a causa de la guerra. 

"Que tu toque maternal alivie a los que sufren y 
huyen de la lluvia de bombas", rezó a María. "Que tu 
abrazo materno consuele a los que se ven obligados a 
abandonar sus hogares y su tierra natal. Que tu corazón 
afligido nos mueva a la compasión y nos inspire a abrir 
nuestras puertas y cuidar a nuestros hermanos y hermanas 
heridos y abandonados".

PAPA 
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are some that enjoy a more rigorous curriculum while others take an 
eclectic approach to homeschooling. The beauty of homeschooling is 
that there is no wrong way to homeschool. We come together on 
Thursdays to partake in enrichment classes. This spring our catalogue 
includes music and movement, stations for littles, manners and 
etiquette, learning about saints from around the world, kitchen skills, 
crocheting, mosaics, STEM, stop motion animation, learning about 
money, outdoor sports, book club, and how to draw comics. Three of 
these classes are led by two of our students. The Blakemore Plan-
etarium has also been part of our learning experience. We ae also cul-
tivating a full plot at the Midland Health Community Garden. 

Father Michael Rodriguez of St. Joseph's parish in Staton re-
cently hosted us for a tour of the St. Joseph's Carmelite Monastery, 
the Connell House, and the Martin County Historical Museum. We 
were treated with true West Texas hospitality. Who knew we had so 
much history right down the street?! It was interesting to learn about 
how the Connel House came about. We were taken back into time 
when the furniture was handmade and there was a quarantine bed-
room built into the home. The best part was visiting the Monastery. 
The workmanship that went into the adobe structure is amazing. Our 
students were shocked to find that the kitchen was situated under-
ground. The whole experience was wonderful. Thank you to all of 
our guides that day. If you have yet to visit any of these places, you 
are missing out.  

 
What sets us apart from other homeschool cooperatives?  

Besides a Catholic name, there is so much that sets us apart. We 
have been to the Monahans Sandhills to meditate on the Stations of 
the Cross. We tried learning the Our Father in Latin as a group. I can-
not say that it was entirely successful, but the attempt was made. This 
week we have a visiting cookie artist teaching us how to decorate 
cookies. During Holy Week, we will gather to experience our first 
Seder meal as a group. As a group, we will gather for a Divine Mercy 
Chaplet. There are plans to have a science fair at the end of April 
when our spring classes come to a close. May will bring us back to-
gether for a Marian Tea in which we will put those manners and 
etiquette into practice while honoring the Blessed Mother with a 
luncheon for our members.  

 
Where are we going from here?  

Anywhere and everywhere the Lord guides us. Every term brings 
new experiences. We are inspired every time to do a little more. We 
welcome any new families that would like to join us in fall 2022. 
Membership is affordable for all families. For anyone interested in 
becoming a member, contact the co-op at sshscoop@gmail.com or 
find us on facebook at https://www.facebook.com/StStephensCHSC.

HOMESCHOOL 
 
Continued from Page 20
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one of us knows the rubble of our hearts — God can create a 
work of art; from the ruined remnants of our humanity, God 
can prepare a new history. He never ceases to go ahead of 
us: in the cross of suffering, desolation, and death, and in the 
glory of a life that rises again, a history that changes, a hope 

that is reborn," Pope Francis said. 
The pope goes on to say, "In this Galilee, we learn to be 

amazed by the Lord's infinite love, which opens new trails 
along the path of our defeats." 

This Easter season, we all are invited again to meet the 
risen Lord wherever we are in our journey of faith and the 
trials of our lives. 

If you feel called in your hearts, keep in your prayers 
those entering the church and those gathering up the courage 

to return to the faith. 
And this Easter, may we all be disciples on our way to 

Galilee to encounter Christ, and may we meet those on the 
peripheries of life and walk with them in their joys and suf-
ferings, sharing with them the endless love of our risen Lord. 

- - - 
Norma Montenegro Flynn is a freelance Catholic jour-

nalist and a program coordinator for Landings Inter-
national.

FLYNN 
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As the war in Ukraine presses on, I have been 
thinking about this last line in particular. 

It is of course important to take stock of what ref-
ugees carry with them — food that they can find in 
stores, suitcases filled with essential clothing and a 
few mementos, memories of a life they are leaving be-
hind. 

It is important that reporters tell us what civilians 
who are staying behind have to carry, including food, 
clothing, blankets and supplies for Molotov cocktails. 
It is important to contemplate what the conscripted 

and volunteer soldiers (on both sides of the conflict) 
now hold in their hands and have to learn to use. 

And it is of the utmost importance to consider 
what the elected leaders of Ukraine carry in their 
hearts as they stay to defend their country alongside 
their countrymen: the knowledge and love of freedom. 

But the cold, hard reality is that Ukrainians now 
all carry the "baggage of men (and women) who might 
die." They are, by and large, all faced with the ulti-
mate questions: of what really matters, what might be 
more important than their own lives and what comes 
after we or our loved ones are gone. 

It is a worthy consideration for all of us, especially 
during Lent. 

While the gruesome reality of war might make us 

want to turn away, this liturgical season puts blood, 
pain and carnage squarely in front of us. We are en-
couraged to meditate upon what Jesus carried — the 
instrument of his own torture, the psychological tor-
ment of knowing he was to die, the crushing weight of 
the sins of the whole world. 

"They shared the weight of memory," O'Brien 
writes. "They took up what others could no longer 
bear. Often, they carried each other, the wounded or 
weak." 

Perhaps this can be our prayer this Lent as war 
rages on. Jesus, carry us. Jesus, carry them. 

- - - 
Elise Italiano Ureneck is a communications con-

sultant and a columnist for Catholic News Service.

URENECK 
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children to avoid the risk of "stranger danger." We post security 
guards in subways and airports. 

Something about our culture has bred in us an unhealthy fear of 
strangers. I wonder whether our very prosperity is to blame. The rich 
can wall themselves off from people they don't know. Wealth lets 
them be selective in their relationships. They choose their friends 
and connect at work, on social media and by air travel. And if you're 
rich, you yourself have probably never had to depend on the kind-
ness of strangers. 

Whatever the explanation, our fear of strangers may cause us to 
lose sight of an essential Christian virtue. St. Benedict says, in Chap-
ter 53 of his Rule, that "any guest who happens to arrive at the mon-
astery should be received just as we would receive Christ himself, 
because he promised that on the last day he will say: 'I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me.'" 

- - - 
Garvey is president of The Catholic University of America in 

Washington. Follow him on Twitter @CatholicPres. Catholic Uni-
versity's website is www.cua.edu.

GARVEY 
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of their founder. 
Now all of this can be debated. If Christians 

don't know the breadth and depth of the Lord's 
teachings, others may know less. 

And surely some of those hot-button issues 
that we've been fighting so fiercely about may ex-
plain "self-righteous" and "judgmental." Sex 
abuse scandals may explain "hypocritical," but so 
do other political positions Christians -- fairly or 
unfairly -- are identified with. 

It would seem, however, that we have a bit of 
a communications problem. How do we effec-
tively communicate the principles of our faith and 
our belief in the risen Lord to our own, first of all, 
and then how do we communicate to the world 
beyond our church doors? 

Some folks may think we need to jettison the 
hard stuff. That would certainly be easier in the 
short term, but that's not what our faith calls us to 

do. And it must be noted that many younger 
Christians and would-be Christians are looking for 
something firm to hold on to. Wishy-washy never 
really appeals except to wishy-washy people. 

I think the real challenge, the one where un-
fortunately our communications efforts and our 
example may be found wanting, is in the Lord's 
invitation: "Come and see." Can other Christians 
and non-Christians see our faith in how we live 
and how we love? Are we quicker to judge than 
invite? Are we quicker to preach than to exem-
plify? 

Every parish has its saints, but we do a pretty 
good job of hiding our lights under a bushel. 
Maybe the more practical question is: Do people 
see those lights shining when they step inside our 
parishes? 

I think Pope Francis wants to know the an-
swer. 

- - - 
Erlandson, director and editor-in-chief of 

Catholic News Service, can be reached at gerland-
son@catholicnews.com.

ERLANDSON 
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liturgical March Madness that needed to happen in precisely the 
right way, or I'd be kicked out of the bracket I'd made for myself. 

We do this far too often — make Lent a competition. Or we 
sit in our sacrifices and compare ourselves to others. "They're 
praying the Stations of the Cross as a family. My kids barely sit 
still through grace before meals." And we assume we're losing 
Lent. 

There's no way to lose Lent. I guess the only way to "lose" at 
it would be to ignore it completely. 

But if there's effort at all — even if we think it's measly or 
small — we are acknowledging that these 40 days are set apart in 
our year, a time to focus on what we can give up and what we can 
do to more fully pay attention to the Lord's movement in our lives, 
and prepare for the greatest move he ever made: dying for our sins 
and defeating death with his resurrection. 

If a few weeks into Lent you are thinking, "I'm not doing 
enough," then perhaps add in more. If you are grumbling and hat-
ing every second of your Lenten days, then perhaps pivot to find 
something more fruitful. 

But above all else, remember you can't fail, not if you try even 
a little. Even if the trying just includes not buying the Sonic drink. 

- - - 
Katie Prejean McGrady is an award-winning author and host 

of The Katie McGrady Show on Sirius XM's The Catholic Chan-
nel. She is a columnist for Catholic News Service and lives in 
Lake Charles, Louisiana, with her family.
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EDICTAL SUMMONS  
April 1, 2022  

CASE: CERA (VALENCIA) -- MIRAMONTES  
NO.: SO/22/08 

 
The Tribunal Office of the Catholic Diocese of San Angelo is seeking CARLOS MIRA-

MONTES.  
You are hereby summoned to appear before the Tribunal of the Catholic Diocese of 

San Angelo, at 804 Ford Street, San Angelo, Texas 76905, on or before the 30th day of 
April 2022, to answer to the Petition of MARIA CARMEN CERA (VALENCIA), now intro-
duced before the Diocesan Tribunal in an action styled, "MARIA CERA (VALENCIA) and 
CARLOS MIRAMONTES, Petition for Declaration of Invalidity of Maniage." Said Petition 
is identified as Case: CERA (VALENCIA) -- MIRAMONTES; Protocol No.: SO/22/08, on 
the Tribunal Docket of the Diocese of San Angelo.  

You may communicate with the Tribunal in person or in writing. Failure to communi-
cate within the prescribed period of time will be considered your consent for the Tribunal 
to continue its proceedings in the above-named case. 

 
Given at the Tribunal of the Diocese of San Angelo on the April 1, 2022, 

 
Reverend Tom Barley, MSW, MBA, M. Div., JCL 

Judicial Vicar



Page 20 APRIL 2022 The Angelus

Replica of Spanish mission blessed in Menard
By Terrell Kelley 

 
Two-hundred and sixty-five years ago, the 

Spanish Empire could have picked any site in cen-
tral Texas to establish a major, permanent Spanish 
colony, but in 1757 they chose to bring almost 
400 colonists, including soldiers with their fam-
ilies, priests, prospectors, mission Indian converts, 
and other brave Spaniards to what is today Me-
nard County.  

On September 11, 2021, our Spanish treasure 
was on full display at the Presidio de San Sabá 
Historical Site. Over 200 visitors from throughout 
the state and as far away as California and New 
Mexico came to celebrate Menard’s historical leg-
acy. Archeologists and noted historians and aca-
demicians from Angelo State, Texas Tech and 
Schreiner Universities joined over 200 other vis-
itors to learn more about what the Spanish Empire 
bequeathed us so long ago. Martha Vera, an Hon-
orary Spanish Consul, joined us from El Paso on 
behalf of the King and Queen of Spain. Laura 
Lewis, State Senator Charles Perry’s District Di-
rector, represented the senator and presented a 
commendation to Presidio Restoration Corpora-
tion Director Bob Brown for his exceptional ef-
forts in constructing the mission chapel replica. A 
special highlight was the blessing of the chapel by 
our own Bishop Michael Sis who stayed to visit 
various historical presentations and enjoyed some 
of the wonderful live music featuring San 
Angelo’s Cynthia Jordan, which entertained vis-
itors all day. Taco Express of Menard fed the 
masses and Texas wine flowed courtesy of the 
Texas Forts Trail Wine Festival while living his-
tory reenactors portrayed a day in the life of both 
the presidio and the mission. We even had a pair 
of longhorns from the Texas State Herd, Tonkawa 
Chief Broken Eagle (Ray Hernandez), a Co-
manche warrior, the incredible Kniffen collection 
of Indigenous artifacts and an archeology adven-
ture for the kids, along with the firing of cannons 
and flintlock muskets. It was Menard at its best. 

In blessing the chapel replica, Bishop Sis em-
phasized the importance of remembering the cou-
rage and sacrifice of the brave Spanish priests, 
soldiers, and colonists who brought our holy 
Catholic faith to the San Saba River Valley and 
what is today’s San Angelo Roman Catholic Dio-
cese over 250 years ago. The destruction of the 
mission on March 16, 1758, by 2,000 hostile war-
riors enraged about the outreach by the Franciscan 
friars to the Lipan Apache certainly is emblematic 
of this. Twelve brave Spaniards died defending 
the mission, including two of the three priests, all 
martyrs to the faith.  

Last September 11, Menard put its best foot 
forward and shared its incredible Spanish treasure 
with an appreciative public. Perhaps most impor-
tantly, we also celebrated our precious Catholic 
heritage, consecrated by the blood of Christian 
martyrs.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Top to bottom: Living history reenactor 
Joe Gonzalez, portraying Fray Miguel 
de Molina, the sole surviving mission 
priest, looks on as Bishop Michael Sis 
examines the original mission bell with 
Terrell Kelley, portraying presidio com-
mander Colonel Parrilla; the chapel 
replica at sunset; Bishop Sis holding 
the original mission chalice inside the 
chapel replica.

Homeschool Coop provides enrichment for children
By Kristina Daigle 

 
Many of us have been home-

schooling since before COVID. 
Some of us have been part of secular 
homeschool groups. Some of us are 
new to the world of homeschooling. 
With a little divine intervention and 
the approval of Bishop Michael Sis, 
we exist as a Catholic cooperative. 
We currently serve about 24 families. 
One of our newest members comes 

all the way from Fort Stockton while 
the rest of us come from both Odessa 
and Midland.  

 
What do we do?  

The parents in our community 
come from various backgrounds and 
have wonderful talents to share with 
one another. Each family is different 
in the way they homeschool. There  

 
See HOMESCHOOL, Page 18 

COURTESY

COURTESY

The St. Stephen Homeschool Coop has taken trips to the historic monastery in Stanton (left) and 
the Monahans Sandhills (above).
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